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who had been at Samoa, and had there seen
the fruits of Christianity, and were cager to
introduce it into their own land.  The fact
that they had brought back the chief pro-
duced qu ¢ an excitement. e had been
ebsent s long beyond the time cxpected,
that the peopie had concluded that he must

be dead. "Ther oy on his arrival knew no
bounds. They shouted, langhed, talked,

and his immediate relatives greeted his ar.
rival with a zeneral burst of weeping, Whean
the missivnaries landed with him large num-
bers assemibled to we'come him,and brought
a present of vams, mats and a pig, the latter
their mest valtable commodity. The two
other chicfs of th harbour visited the mis.
sionaries, ulso bringing presents, and the
one brouzht his nephew and the other his
#on requesting that they might be taken to
Samoa, ud retorn accompanied Wwith
teachers.  Oune teacher was stationed at
Sama, where Tongalulu lived.

For the next vear the work on the whole
went on favourally, though not without
disconrazements.  About two months after
the vessel left, an epidemic broke out, and
some having imbibed the notion, that it was
owing to the visit of the John Williaws.
disaffection rose so hiczh that there was even
a talk of kislines the teachers.  An attack,
though seemingly not of a very formidable
character, was made upon them, in conse-
quence of which they thought it prudent
to withdmw for a scason, till the storm
might pass over.  They accordingly remov-
ed to Sema, where they remained about a
fortnight. During their absence the disease
raged much move violeatly than before.—
The peopl: hiceome alarmad, tracing this
event to the anger of Jehovah, welcomed
back the teachers, and gave the utmost heed
to their instractions.  Schools were crowd-
ed and a lare number attended public wor-
ship.

But of the places around where teachers
had been formeriy stationed, partioularly at
Pango, a very ditivrent state of things pre-
vailel. At this place the people had built
a chapel, but on account of the sickness, be-
came opposed to Christianity.  The teach:
ers persisted in visiting them, when they
burned the ciwapel and returneld 1o heathen.

ism. In March of the following year there
was parpetrated here one of the most atro-
cious acts of cruelty, that cven these dark
islands have ever seen. A party oftwenty-
nine persons, six of whom were women, came
from a village of Sema for trade.  The Pan.
go people without any apparent motive, ex-
cept their cannibal propensities and their de-
sire for property, treucherously fell upon
them and murdered tweaty-two. The re-
maining seven escaped by getting into a ¢s-
noe and putting to sea.

Still Erakor remainei a spot of light amid
surrounding darkness.  When the mission-
aries returned in Octoher 1833, they found
a most encouraging state of things there,
which they thus des.cribe :—

* As we spent the Sabbath at the island,
we had a favourable opportunity of sceing
for ourselves, and greatly were we cheered
with what we did see.  The little place of
worship was filled to overflowing. The
congreration must have numberel 259, and
the order, quict and heartiness, which cha-
racterized the service were very striking.—
Wecould not but remark a great external
change since last visit. The poor people
are thirsting for instrustion, and the only
draw back to our satisfaction in observing
the cheering indications of that which it was
our privilege to witness was, that we had
not a missionary to lcave amony them, and
So little prospect of soon obtaining one.—
Their desire for a missionary is very great,
and the opening isa most clizible one—such
a onc as fir,t missionaries have scldom hat
in any part of Polynesia.”

Alas, cleven years were to clapse withon:
a mussionary being settled among them,
during which the island was the scene of
cvents of the most painfal nature.

From Erakor the missiona-ies proceeded
to Havannah IHarhour. They found tha
at Scma, where the teacher had been stati
oned on their last voyage there were from
150 to 200 professing themselves favourable
to Christianity. This hawever being a
unhealthy spot, they selected Lolopa, an is
land which forms the North West side of
the harbour for the location of the teachen
they had on beard. Here the two chich
reside who had so urgently roquested teach



