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longed the conversation, then darted rapidly
homewards. | fallowed, but though she could
not have preceded me two niinutes, 1 found
her quietly seated by the fire, all traees of her
secent excarsion hanished. Resolved to watch
the developenent of this mystery in silence, I
did not wention what  had seen, but, for the
fiest time, § fele uchindly towards her, aud
my matner must have betrayed the feelings.
for often during the eveaing caught her
eves lixed upon me with an expression of re-
lenting fundness that half vanquished my ri-
sing doubts of her integrity.  The fuiloving
evening we were sitting together, silently oc~
.cupied, )in writing, Chorlotte in drawing,
when a handsome, well-dressed man, of about

thirty years of age. entered our apartment

unannounced.  Headdressed me with an ajr
wf fushionuble effrouters.
« You are, I presume, the—=>""

1 assented.

+s And that young lady, in what relation
does she stand to you £

s« She is my wife.”’

46 Are you very sure of that, young sir '

o Pexfectly. But by what right do you
presume o investigate ber affairs or mine 2"

¢ By the indisputable right and title of a
hushand 3 for know, young gentleman. thit if
you believe yourself marricd to this girk she
has egregiously deceived you.  Liet her, if she
cin. deny that she was my wedded wife before
she ever saw your face !’

I lonked to Charlotte, expecting her indig;-
pant refutation of this dreadful charge, bat
she had none to offor ! Pale, canvicted, guilty
she sat, like a Feln awaiting doom,

And addressiag ber, the intreder conti.
pued, +¢ But, in consideration of your childish
1. 2rs, 1 sholl overlook the past if you willnow
veturn to youe duty. Come then, my fair
fugitive. my-—nay, 1should say your—car-
riage waits to kear you hence.””

But with a wild shrick of abhocrence, Char-
lutte fled at Lis approach, and sought refuge
behind my chair. Thestrange scene proceed
ed, but, stunncd as | was by the certainty of

Charlotte’s guilt, 1 took no part init, ¢ Be
itso, then, my fair dame! but since you will
tut accoimpany me on my continental tour, I
shall defer it, in order to hava the pleasure of
pmcurmg you a safe and cheap patsage to N oy
Haltand.” British law teeo;;m es sucha crime
. i3 higany, i my pretty’ muany"' ’

The wrefched Charlotte had not yet spokeas
but she now said slowly and in hontse & feehle
accents, ¢* Monsters T no longer fedr yon.
You have destroyed my peace—~ you have poi=
soned my happiness—you have broken my
heart—you can do no mote."”

s+ shall try, nevertheless.
most gracious wife, adien,
shall meet again.’’

Therefore,
Trust me, we

For many minutes after his departure, the
silence of our apartment was unbroken, save
by thequick, troubled breathings of the ua-
happy Chailotie, At length she attenipted to
tahe my hand, but I repulsed her sternly and
coldly, and, burying my face in my hands,
yielded ta all the nutterncss of the belief that
my lopes of love, though fairer, had been
falser than my hopes of fame.  ‘T'he nnfor-
tunate then fell at iy feet in penitential  wm-
bleness, but T could not trust my furtitudeto
took upon her, and she coutinued her pleadings
iuterrupted ouly by her sobs, ard fatal, cca-
vuisive cough. ¢-Oh, John, beloved John,
have you no forgiveness for lier who has loved,
and still loves you so fervently and well?
Listen to the whole truth, aud do not pro-
nounce a senlence harsher than that 1 Jook
for from my heavenly Judgze, The letter’
whichk I wrote to you wus true in all particu-
lars but one.  §was momentarily expieting
Catherine to give me fieedom, whon she ei~
tered my room huigicdly, and said that Hare
well had arrived, sccompatiod Ly the cleray~
man who was to perform the corcmuny — that
hedesived Lo see me iamudnitely. acd that
ﬂi-vh' was row impossible. I resolved 1o east
myself on the protection of the clugyman,
but Catherine awsured mie that thas would be
of no avail, ag lie was a person wholly devoted
to Harwell's interest.  But if, she saidy I could
submit to underggo the cercmony, and thus
quiet all suspicion, escapc would then be easy,
s she knew that Harwel! and my mother
had some business to transscty, which cuuld
not be completed tiliafter the marriage. Fear
and ler arguments preveiled. 1 was led to
the drawing-room. where, half-iuscnsiblo, {
heard some words muttered over me, aund re-
peated others, the import of which 1 searcely
knew. The lated ring (which I swoafier
flung away for gver) was they plaerd onmy
fingrer, and I was {gdd;that- 1 was, naarridh
Shortly. after, d ‘.m(hdcem Ay matbet gud
Harwell r




