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had always supposed wood ashes, leached or un.
leached, were beneficial to the land, or perhans |
should say, to the crop growing on it 3 and I cannot
help thinking, that there were some conditions of the
soil that escaped the observation of the petsan who
related the facts stated by your correspondent. Iwill
Jjust mention two instances in which the use of ashes
proved highly beneficial to the crop. When we pur-
chased the farm on which I now reside, there was at
the back of the house a large heap of leached ashes,
say threo or four cart loads, They were carted out
on a piece of grass land, perhaps nbout three acres.
1t is inore than twenty-five years since, so that I can.
not be very exact as to the quantities of either the
land or ashes ; it was an old sod, nothing except a
little Timothy and June grass growing on it. Another
part of the same yard was dressed with barn-yard
manure. I cannot remember if plaster was sown or
not. The picce that had the ashes was eovered with
a luxuriant growth of white clover, so thick. that it
was hard to get the sc,the through it ; the other part
on which the manure was put,was but little benefitted.
I do not think there was a ton on the whole of the
three acres. The other case was one in which a
dressing of plaster and ashes was applicd on wheat.
I had that season ploughed part of my summer fullow
early, before it was thorougbly dry.  This we could
not get to thesame condition as the rest of the fallow,
though we gave it extra work with the drag and
cultivator ; and when the wheat came up, we could
sec all through the field tho line of the early plough-
ing. The wheat was thin, and did not seem to grow
~like therest, I had some plaster and ashes left from
the spring, and told the man to sow what there was
on the wheat where it looked so bad. Now for the
result. In the spring the wheat began to show the
effects of plaster and ashes, and at harvest we could
see exaclly where it had been sown.  The wheat was
more even in height, and the ears larger and hetter
filled than on the other part of the field. Both these
cases prove that there is some benefit from the use
of ashes on the land, and I, for one, shall not hesitate
:g use them to the extent of my ability to procure
eut. M.

Hydraulic Stumping Machine.

To the Editor of Tnr Caxaps Fanrmen.

Sir,—The ordinary stumping machines which I
have seen are, many of them, inefficient, others,
again, so clumsy and unwicldy, that, as a general
rule, 1 believe there is but little to be gained by
using a machine at all  So many more hands, horses,
and other etcetaras are required, the progress made
is 80 slow, so much trouble and time are reguired in
cleaning off the soil from roots and so forts, that a
couple of stout men accustomed to il kind of work
will undertake to stump, burn, and level per acre
quite as cheaply as can be doue by a machine. I
speak of this township, where our stumps are chiefly
pine. I have myself paid from $25 up to $40 per
acre for taking them out,

I have often been surprised that some wide-awake
inventor never tried the water or hydraulic power
principle for this purpose. Any one who ever saw
this kind of press at work could not fail to perceive
the special adaptabilitly‘ of its principle to pulling up
stumps. It isused in England for a great variety of
purposes, chiefly in compressing bale goods,and in a
variety of linen and other manufactures. Any given
amount of pressure can be applicd according to the
power of the press ;—five hundred, a thousand, ten
thousand, or twenty thousand tons! It makes no
difference. A few gallons of water does the whole
business.

Without a diagram, it is not very casy to convey to
persons who have never seen it a clear conception of
the form of this machine. Most pcople, however,
have scen a large cheese press.  Suppose this and the
pressure applied upwards—a box below for the water,
and the power worked by a sort of piston something
after the manner of a small pump. This principle
could very casily be applied to pulling stumps. Have
abrace of very large and massively-strong wheels,
axle {0 correspond, a pair of shafts, to admit a horse
and the machine or pruss, fixed on the axle, so that
the wheels allow it to be placed over the stump to
bo extracted ; fix the hooks and chains firmly ; next
apply the power, and the work is speedily accom-
plished ; indeed, as oasil{ and quickly as a man, in
the fall, can pull up cabbage roots. A strong horse
would move the machine from stump to stump, &
couple of men would first apply the power —and then
clear off the soil from the rools as they went along.
By this means the work could bo accomplished very
much more expeditiously, as well as at much less
cost thau by any other method at present kanown
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The next consideration wonld be the mattor of ex-
pense. That would vary according to the power of
the machine A very powerful ordinary preas can
be md in England for fiom £30 to £80. I should
say that for a matfer of some $500 a mac ine could
be farnished complete r¢ady for use by which two
men and a horav conld tuke out, with ease, 6 to 12
stumps per hour. The cost per acre, my impression
is, would thus be reduced fully ono-half. ~ Can noone

be found with fngennity and spirit enough to con-{ fit i

struct this machine? A handsowme thing might he
made of it ; while a great hoon would be conferred
upon the country.

Woburn. W. S
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A Flax Puller Invented.

o the Editor of Tur Caxapa Fanuke.

Sin, This subject of flax culture is exciting some
inter st in this section of the I'rovince, and-during
the pist season 75 to 100 tons of the scutched fibre
has been grown in Compton Conoty, principally in
the Township of King and vicinity, where the Comn-
mission of the B A. Land Company bas taken great
paing to introQuee it, by supplying the farmers with
sced and agreeing to purchuse the flax at the fair
market price for exporiation. The past season

roved very unfavorable, as much of the flax lodged.
n an article on this subject in your first num.
ber, you say:—“A Flax Pulling Machine which
will supersede the necessarily slow hand process, is
greatly needed. The inventor of such a wmachine
would” be sure 10 make a fortune by his pattnt.”
I have much pleasure in informing your read.
ers that such a machine has been invented and
tested by practical use. Mr. James Ward, u very
intelligent farmer of King, in Compton Co., sowed
two actes of ax last season, and after he had putin
his crop set himself to thinking how be could manage
to harvest it without resorting to the stow process of
hand pulling. The result was that he haginvented u
machine, to be worked by hand, which will enable
hin to pull three tc four times as much in a given
time as by the ordinary process. He pulled hia two
acres at the rate, when it was not lodged, of an acre
a day, and when lodged, of half an acre & day. This
Flax Puller has been patented, and a sample will
shortly be forwarded to one of the agricultural ware-
houses in Upper Canada. Its price will be from $5
to $6. J. 8. Warrox.

Sherbrouvke, February, 1864

[Nore oy Ev. C.F.—The above letter has laid over
longer than it ought to have done but for the great
pressure of correspondence on onr columns. OQur
correspondent has just informed us that a sample of
the Flax Puller above referrcd to has heen sent to
J. Fleming & Co., of this city. He also deseribes a
machine in course of construction by the same party,
for the purpose of preparing flax and hemp for incor.
poration with wool, to be manufactured into cloth.
It i3 expected that this machine, if successful, will
prepare from three to five hundred pounds of fibre
per day, and make it fit to be carded with wool by
the woollen mamfacturer. When completed and
tested we shall be glad to give a fuller account of
this machine.]

. Sowing Piaster, &o.

To the Editor of Tuk Caxava FArRNER:

Sir,~I have a quantity of plaster to sow, and it is
a slow process to sov it by hand. Will you or some
of your correspondents please inform me if there is
any machine for sowing it more quickly ?

That was a good hint in the second number of
Ture Casapa JarMegr about farmers bhaving a
« neglected corner” which migat be turned to good
account. 1hada * neglected corner ' of two acres,
that laid idle for twenty years. It wasa rough, wet
piece of land, sloping away from the barn. 1summer
fallowed and drained it well, and now it raises more
than five acres of some of my land. It is so situated
tbat I can let the dignid manure from the barn-yard
flow over it in furrows, which makes it very rich.

I wish to encourage my brother farmers to raise
root crops. Last year Is0ld $100 worth of hay, and
wintered my stock better by tho help of turnips than
I could have done by feeding them all the hay 1 sold.
I could not keep half the stock I do but for the tur-
oips. I raise about four acres every year, and for the
last threo years bave had 1,0007 bushels por acre.

1 bave laid ont much money in draining, und 1avo
derived great benefit from it At first I made stone
deaing, but if T had had the experience ten years ngo
I have now, I would have putallihestones in thestone
wall that are now buried in draing, aud have put in
wood pipes. These do well, are cheap, and I believe
will last fifty vears. I get lumber sawn at the mill
two and four  inches wide, nnd one inch thick, and
make pipes five feet long, heveled at the ends, to
n. JOUN BLESARD,
Otonaliee, Fob, 27, 1864.

Nore uv Ep, Caxava Fanver.~There i a machire
designed to sow plaster, nshes, lime, guano, salt, or
any fine fertilizer,~the invention of Mr. Pierpont
Seymour, of East Iloomfield, Ontario Co., N. Y. It
can be made to sow any desired quantity per acre,
The Rural Xew Yorker, in arecent number, deseribes
and commends it. The price is $45, American money.
(ireenbacks, which are legal teuder in the United
States, can now be bought at rates which would
greatly reduce the cost of the machine to a Canadian
purchaser.

POUPPS

How to Get Change of Seed.

To the Editor of Tux Caxapa FAryEa.

Siz,—In your last issne appears a lelter from a
correspondent on change of seed. Ibelieve there is
bardly a farmer, either in Canada or elsewhere, but
is aware of the importance of this subject. DBut the
great question is how to obtain it. Changing with
our neighbours is well, 8o fur a8 it goes, but there is
a limit even to this. What is wanted is an lmporta-
tion of fresh sceds—not a few pecks, but, say a
thousand bushels—from a climate similar to this
Such a climate may be found along the shores of the

Rhine and Danube.

There is an extensive plain in Lower Austria ex-
tending from the lust spur of the Alps to the Carpa-
thian Mountaing; the district has a climate similar
to Canada, the soil varying from a light loam, with &
gravelly subsoil o clay of more or less tenacity.
Great crops of very superior winter wheat are raised
in this district. This I know fromn expericnce, having
travelled the entire district many times, in all scagons,
and on foof, What I wonld reccramend s, that the
Canadian Government should, through Her Majesty’s
Consul in Trieste, procuro samples of grain from
Lower Austria, and from any of the numerous Consuls
on the Rhine, of samples from Upper Rhine or Central
Germany. And while about it, I would recommend
that samples should be had from Leghorn, of wheat
grown in Tuscany, and from the valley of the Arno:
this may be done through Wm, McBean, Esq., 11 M.
Consul at Leghorn. The Tuscan wheat is celebrated
as containing a greater amount of starch than the
wheat grown in Britain and is bought up by the
English manufucturers to be made into starch.

Yours respectfully,
G. RICHARDSON.

Arva, March 16, 1864.
Canada Thistles Again.

To the Editor of Tur Caxava FARMER. |
Sir,—I see you have received different communi-

cations on killing Canada thistles, and I thonght I
might as well send you my way. Iplough them about
six times during the summer ;—five times might do if
it was & dry summer. I plough them the first time
about the beginning of May, and so on near the first
of every month till Octobor. Ialways harrow them
the same, or next day after ]f)lougbing them. The
harrow drags a great many of the roots out of the
ground. These must die. Sometimes you must

lough sooner than a month, and other times you may
et them go a little longer, according to the growth
of them. My rule is never to let them uF. Keep the
air from the main root one summer, and they will die.
I asgure you 1 have proved it. Some will say, * what
an immense lot of work to kill thistles ; it won't pay.’
Well, if it don't pay to kill them, it won't pay to
g:ow them. It might not pay a fenant on a threc
years’ lease, but it would on 2 five years’ icase. Al
any rate, it will ?ay a frecholder. Tho land, after
such a conrse, will grow anything and everytbin%. 1
gencrally sow barley and seed down ; wheat might
pay as well, only for the midge. When there arve but
a few patches of thistles in a field, it isbetier 1o work
them separately three times, as throe ploughings are
enough for the rest of the field.

G. W.D.

York Township.




