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in the open air before, and I was always
tmier the impression that their so-called
Cight was nothing more than floating away
on a lino of web borne by the wind horizon.
tally. A perpendicular ascont, or an ascent
iii a perfectly calin atnophere, seemed out
of the question. It now occurred to mue to
acertain whether they are capable of acconi'
plishing their nethod of journeying mn the t
contined and unnoving air of a room. I
placed ny finger in its path, and in a no-
ment it had crept upon it, and as I hehl it
4lose before me it ran, as they always do, te
the highest point, assumed the attitude usual
with thcm before their flight, and rose slowly
in a straiglit lino towards the ceiling. As
the sun shone through the window, the long
thread at the end of which it hung was quite
visible. The dark little insect at the end of
tho flashing line of brightnese, ascending
without an effort into the air, was a marvel-
lous object. The fliglit must be exactly like
a balloon ascent. The thread which the in-
sect emits is lighter than the atmosphere,
and floats upwards, bearing its tiny aeronaut
with it. I should think the first part of this
thread must be ligliter than that to which
the spider is attached, as I could see the lino
extending upwards quite perpendicularly.-
W. A. O'Coson, in Science Goseip.

DEsTtUcriN OF THE WALsH1 CANUNr IN
m CIAoeo FIrE.-We have no reason te
suppose that the great Chicago fire consumed
any considerable number of noxious insects,
with the exception of that very faniliar and
domestie species known, in scientific lan-
guage, as the Cimexkeclularius. If these had
been the only insecte destroyed, resignation
would have been an easy virtue. But, as if
it were ordained that no kind of interest
should escape grief and loss from that great
calamity, so the science of entomology was
pu% under heavy contribution by the de-
struction, not only of many small amateur
collections of insecte, but alseo by the ruin of
the large collection belonging te the Chicago
.Academy of Science, and over and above aIl,
in value and importance, was the admirable
cabinet of insecte purchased by the State
from the heirs of the late Benj. D. Walsh, of
3Rock Island, and which had been depositod
in the Academy for safe keeping. The value
ai this collection consisted not only in the
large iumnber of species represented, but sll
more in the scientific accuracy with which
they were labelled and classified. About a
tenth part of this cabinet, which happened
-to be at the residence of the writer, consist-
!ng mostly of duplicates of Coleoptera and
Iepidoptera, whioh haid becn set aside for the
Industrial University, is ail that is left of this
lamous Cabin et. Wlhen we consider the
long ycars of patient toil and research of
which this cabinet was the resuit, the
.hought of its irrevocable destruction be
comes too painful to be dwelt upon, especi
.aly by the professed entomologist, te whomr
this cabinet was invaluable fer purposes o
reference. -Prairie Fariner.

cases were known. When it firat came under
my notice, I urged the utter destruction of all
colonies affected; but it was net done. Dur.

A Review of Bee Culture During the ing last year it as appeared in severaplaces,
Past Season. and im one or two cases in a very aggravated

forin. I trust that those bee-keepors who

The spring of l7l was very disastrouîs to have stocks affected will take overy pre-
ces, and a large number of colonies died caution that it does net apread; and this is

hroughoutthecountry. Thewarmweather in very difficult, as robber becs will carry the
Marcli induced keepers to set out thoir becs; affected honey froin one apiary te another.
but the weather was toc cool for breeding, The appearance of this disorder, and its in-
yet warmn enough for becs ta fly out and crease in Canada, is a matter of deep regret.
earch for honey and pollen. Thn conse- All other diseases or difliculties attending bee
quence was, colonies became depopulatedi and culture aink into insignificance compared
perished ; many persons lost eighty per cent. with it.
of their stock. Thon, the dry weather HIONET EXTRACToR.
n soine parts greatly affected the stocks that Extracting honey by the use of the ma-
survived, causing swarms te issue se late in chine calied "honey extractor" has been
the season that they were unable te secure practised during thc past year te a very con-

siderable extent im the United States, and.
enough honey for witer use, and therefore somewhat in Canada. There is no longer
hiad te be taken up or fed; and as but few any question as te its adrantages for obtam-
attended to feeding, the fall found in such m ug hotey where fram hive are used ; yet
sectios the nb cite of oni en esscare must be taken that the becs are not rob.sections he number cf colonies aven bas bed, and, as a rule, it is not safe te take
than in the fall of 1870. honey with the honey extractor after the

In other sections, where 'che dry weather white clover honoy harvest is over.
did net affect the honey harvest, the stocks F aix.U IlvEs.
that survived came on well, and more than The demand for framno hives is stcadily o
made up the loss through depopulation in the iicrease, and in consequence many almosi
the spring. Taking the country throughout, worthless hives are thrown on the market by

think it woul. be safe te say that an parties sanguine of reapinga fortune by hmvY
average amnount of honey was taken. niaking. Good frame hives are almost

rrALUN nE.s.

The Italian bees still retaimi their reputation
as gooi honey gatherers, and the demand was
fully equal to that in 1870, while the demand
for queens wvas oven more than we could
supply. Some have written te say that they
find it difficult to keep the Italians pure.
This difficulty will become less every year,
as the Italians are fast supersoding the coin-
mon bes; and I may just say here that there
is no great object for bee.keepers to keop
them entiroly pure, unless they wish te raise
queens for sale, as the hybrids are equally
good honey gatherers with the pure Italians.
There has been much controversy among the
bee-keepers in the United States concerning
the purity of drones bred by pure ftalian
queis which mate with coi.mnox drones.
The question still remains unsettled in the
minds of many.

ARTIFICIAL IMDPREGNATION.

The mnethod of controlling imrergnation,
sait te have beau discovered by Mr. Ellen
S. Tupper, Brighton, Iowa, is stiU doubted
by many, and as yet has net worked the re
volution in bec culture that was anticipated
Even if there have becn cases of artifioial im
prognation, the chances for failure attendini;
the various plans suggested are f ully equal t
those of natural impregnation by the flyin
out of the queen to meet the drones.

POUL Bi00D.

Fout brood, that dreadful disease, has a
lastmnade its appearance in several parts o

f Canada. Up te last -year, so far as I hav
boen able te Icara, only eue or two isolate

y, t po on enl ,àJ+be rejectedi. As bee.keepers become more
acquam'ted with the nature ant habits of the
becs, the more readily will they sec the
necessity of framne hives, and tha better will
they b prepared te judge of the different
patterns offered for sale.

Several nevw works have been promised,
anti 'ere oxpectoti te appoar last year, but
have beon unaroidably delayod. One by
Rev. L. L. Langatroth, which siekucas pre-
vented being issued ; also my own dollar
work, which I fully expected to issue last
year, ias, like othors, been laid on the shelf,
but '«ili appear a3 soon as possible, 'whem
due notice will be given in this journal.

The aIvaucement in bec culture, as a
whole, has, during the past year, been fully
equal te that of ary provious year, with a
steadily increasing interest.

J. H. THOMAS.
Brooklin, Ontario.

Nothing is wanting but goodihives, gooti
pigtture, clenliuesa, anti attention te insure
a ricli reward te 'chose W«ho engaçe in boa

iculture; but tcraining is quito as necessary te
'te full cemapreheuxio of the occupation, as
it is te the 'cradeocf a carpeniter or shoemaker.

* GERMAS Bus.nuErMPmtS' CNETO.

'Clie sevemteentit auuual meeting of German
SBee.keepors wia helti ii the City of Kiel, in

0 floîsteiu, omi the lOtit of Soptember, and the-
Stitre folloNving da.ys. Tho principal sub-

jecte o! discussion woa Living Bece, Bec
Rtives, Implomemîts o! Beo.cui'cure, Elcney,

tb &c. Salzburg, inii avaria, '«as chosen as the
f place o! meceting in 1872. Tite city of Halle
û '«as nameti ca a desirable place for the meut.
ti ing of 1873.

1872. 15
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