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country, whose soil contains (nvugh of the
clements of fertility to produce fuir crops
with the ail of omlinary mauuring, G wuly
thece clements were come-atable) but whidls,
by reason of their soggy and unpleasant cou-
dition, would do Iese injury Lo their onwras
it they were hopeleedy harren, Inthe spaing
and early sumner they are moist and .« old
more like putty than like arable Twd in
Tuly and August they are baked to a cauat,
and when the fall raing come they rovert
agvin to their werping state Any Jffat
to mwake gond Jand of such a farm a, this
without draining is simply an effurt wasted.
Neither Tabour nor manure can do i to
Arive anay the donim of had Tuck,' by which
every path of its owner is bhosct. T lawe

wores of letters from the occupants of sach
farms and T have had foryears. Thegan by
advicing this and that make-shift, wWhor it
was elimed that the expense of diaiuing
¢ mid not be borne, Tat T have finally leatued
fo ey, point bk, to any manvhoisteying
fo make his way en this kiml of a farm,
*Fither drain it or give it up?” You can
make more money by working at day’swk,
e gond dand, than by fighting year in and
year ont, against the estiblished Taws of ua-
ture.  1f you can’t do better, scll off yow
<tock el if neeessary, work for ancighbour
ennugh of the time to carn your bare living.
Spend the rest of your time and all the money
you can raise in draining the best field you
have got. Don’t imagine that your case is to
be an exeeption, but accept the fact, now that
yout can’t aford to farm wetland—cither own
up that you arc only fit for a day labourer,
or buckle to and make your land worth culti-
vating,’

‘“There are two great obstacles to the ad-
vancement of underdraining, viz.: Oncis, the
idea that Iand which suffers from drought
does not need draining, when the fact is that
land often suffers from dronght just because
it needs draining—take out thewater and let
in the air, so that the soil con be put in pro-
per tilth, and it will be able to withstand
drought. The other is, the not unnatural
notion that the first land to be drainedisthat
whichisnow the wettest. Inmy judgment the
improvement should he first applied to those
ticlds which are just dry enough to be consi-
dered arable, but which, two ycars out of
three, disappoint the farmer’s hopes and pro-
duce barely enough to pay the cost of cultiva.
tion.  If such land as this is drained it will
1ay a profit  If a back lot swamp is drained
it may be years before it will do mére than
pay the expenses of its management.  Begin
with the very best land that needs draining
2t all, and make it produce a profit, and
then take the next best and bring that to a
profitable state, and so on until the back
swamp comes in its turn.  What we want is
notse much large eropsas profitable erops. A
hundred dollars’ worth of corn that has cost a
handred dollars, had better not have been
grown. 1t don’t pay to work over largearcas
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for magte preduce. Pile on the steam!
Crowd the pruduction to the most remuanera-
tive puintt  and then eatomd yuntoperations
tothe neat Lot tiddd, and male that pay a
round profit.  Tlhis is the svundest principle
of goud fartuing, and in carrying it ont we
shall Live no more clivient aid than is rea-
dued by thorough draining un the best lands
that nual draining,  When this is aceepted
Ao thie cotret principle, we shall see draining
tending in all directivns, Su Jung as the
clicf object of draining is to convert innocent
waste lands intv ficlds fur unpraofitable work,
its progiess will be but halting, aud farmers
will continue to ory out agaiust its great cost,
Cust? Why suppuse it cuses as much to dram
anacte of land as to buy an adjonung acre.
This is no argumuent against at. The one
acte draned would pay a handsome proit—
the two acres undramed would pay no proht
at all, and liad better be left to grow wood,
What 13 wanted, asthe foundation of the best
unptovemnent, 15 & conyiction i the mnds of
the farnung public that 1t 13 hetter to have
goud farms than to have large farms.  That
pont bemyg gamed, all the rest will come ag &
matter of courge.  Let us conune ourselves to
such areas as will give us the most money for
vur farnung, and leave the rest of the land to
take care of itself.”

The Wilea't Question.

I am one of those who have observed na-
ture's powers of recuperation, and have a
considerable respect for her ability in this
respect.  Our latter-day agriculturists pre-
scribe artificial manures readily enough; but
in this country I notice but few practically
following for any length of time this valuable
and expensive, as well as learned advice.
And this reminds me of the position of a friend
of mine, a doctor with a very large country
practice, who was taken ill, and called in a
learned brother practitioner from the city to
prescribe.  Tongue, pulse, heart, and lungs,
all in their turn anderwent examination, but
no special disease could be made apparent, as
the cause of theillness. So ourcity physician
ended his examination by prescribing rest.
Rest to a country doctor! Why, the remedy
was absurd, and altogether impracticable.
What hope had he that he conld take rest,
who rarely had one whole night's sleep, and
often took it by instalments. So thelearned
doctor was dismissed, and my friend attacked
his own case in his own way, following such
course as was practicable to him, and consis-
tent with his duties and mneans.

So it is with our farmers and their farms;
we want some help, we want some cure, but
the remedy proposed by the learned men of
*he age is very much like prescribing rest
.or the doctor, all but impracticable; in fact,
it wiil not pay. I should like to sce any of
owr farmers uge artiicial manures in quan-
tities with wheat at seventy to cighty cents a
bushel.  We canunot do so, and some other
remedy must be found. We have not gene-

rally the capital, even if 1t would pay, to
adopt this course, and we must, therefore,
follow the plan of my friend, and dismiss our
learned city doctors, and attempt our own
cure with the means we possess.

No doubt, a knowledge of what would be
certain to cure our complaint, namely, po-
verty, and make our farms pay better, 13 of
great value; but we are as far off asever
from recovery, if we have to trust to expen.
sive artificial manures as the only means to
effect a cure, for at present prices they will
not pay. And besides, I, forone, am not afrarl
o enter the lists with those learned gentle.
men, amd to show that although they may be,
and probably are, guite correct in what they
gay in svmc cases, namely, that the apphea.
tion of certain chemical manures to certam
barren lands will produce a good crop, the
greater portion of vur lands are not absolutely
barren, and we are not therefore hound to
this course as the only romedy. Is there no
other help fur us when it is so palpably ap-
parent that this one can not easily be followed,
with our capital? I will venture to say that
such is not the only course open to us. God
pity usif 1t were, as there would soon be an
end to Canadian farming and its comforts.

The opimons of many of these gentlemen
of abstract principles, when their ideas are
carried into practice, are found to be at va.
riance with known facts. For instance, our
new land is just as good as it ever was, but
it fails to produce as good crops of wheat,
To meet this one great fact we must look far-
ther for the remedy than to the use of artifi-
cial manures, Many excellent farmers know
this to be true, and are also quite aware that
it cannot be attributed to anabsolute change
of season, such as would continue from year
to year for a serics of years, as no such great
alteration is perceptible.

My opinion, therefore, and that of many
others, is that one great cause for short yields
under such cireumstances is the depreciated
quality of the seed wheat; thatit is less pro.
ductive than heretofore under the same cir-
cumstances, of course putting aside loss by
midge for the present. That some kinds are
running out is well known, and, in fine, this
tendency to run out attends other kinds of
vegetable growth. Why, therefore, may net
the same principle affect the various kinds of
wheat also? lallett, the well-known wheat
improver in England, has given his whole at.
tention for a nunber of years towards im.
proving the different sorts of wheat, and has
been enabled to grow, without scrious difti-
culty, on good land cighty to cighty-five
bushels per acre.  Our own countryman, Mr.
Arnold, of Paris, has given much attention to
hybridizing wheat, endeavouring therchy to
produce new and useful varieties; and.soim-
portant do I conceive the simple plan of in-
creasing our yiclds of wheat to be, ¥hat 1
would freely vote that a large sum of Gov-
ernment money should be awarded to enable
Mr. Arnold to complete his experiments.



