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The Wlicat Question.

1 arn ne of tose Nî'lîo )lave obstrvcd nia-
ture .s powvers of recuîîeratiuu, anti ]lave a
colis.tlcable respecct for lier abilitv it titis
respect. Our latter-day agricîttrists pro-
scribe artiticial inanutres rcadily entoigli;- but
in titis cotîntry I notice but few practically
followilig for aity length of tinte this valitabie
and expeîîsiv'o, as welas learid advice.
Ami titis rcininds tue of the position o! a frieîxd
of mille, a dloctor wvitlt a very large country

pracetiçe, who wvas Lakon 111, antd callcd it a
learteu brtter practitioiici front the city to
prescrilie. Tongue, pi)tse, lieart, anti Iings,
aIl it thit'r turn iuîerweiit examnatioiî, but
uin special disease couild bo miade apparcett, us
tbe cause of the illuess. So oui' city physiciait
ettcld lus exainiiiatiou by prcscribiîîg rest.

lie.st to a cuîintry doctor! Wlty, tIse reîîîcdy
wvas absurti, andt altogether inipracticable.
Whîat hope liai hie that lie cSuldl take rest,'
%v'in rar-cly liad one witohe iuighit's slci, antd
oftcu took iL by iiistalmeîîts. ýSu the Iearitcd
doctor %vas dtainissed, antd mny f ricîtd attackcd
lus owli case it lus on Nvay, follonig sîîch
course as n'as lîracticable to ltint, anid cousis-
Lent wjth bis d.utics antd incans.

.So iL is %vitlt our fariners antd their farîns;
iw ntt qute ltelp, %ve w'ant soute cure, but

the i cxucdy propoacti by the lcarmned îuîeu of
-hc ag'-ýe is vcry inucît like prescribing, rest
.or thie doctor, aIl but zînpracticablc; iii fact,
it wil itot pay. I siiouhd lhko tn sec any o!
onir farsuers tise artilicial iiiaitui'e it qmaît-
tîtica Nwitit wlicat at scvcnty tu eighty cents a,
busîtel. W'e caituot (Io soi andîcisoute otîter
rcnlicdy iîust bo founld. Wc ]lave nuL gcitc-
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rally tho capital, evon if it would pay, te
adopt this course, and wve mnust, thcrofore,
£ollow the plan ci niy friiend, antd cliBiliss otir
lcarned city doctors, and attoînpt our own
cure Nvitlî tho ineans we posises.

No doubt, a kluowIcdIge of whvlat wnul bo
certain tu cuiro our coiiiplaiitt, iiaiely, po-
verty, anîd mako otîr farnîs p~ay botter, is ni
great vaile bulat wu are a% fat off as ever
froîn recovery, if %vc have tu trust to cxpoîî.
si% o artifil;ial, xnurca as tho only mens to

oll'cct a Lu.re, for at presunt prices they wtill
noL lay. Anti besidocs, 1, for onc, arn not afrai]

to enter the lists witlithioso lcarnied gcntle.
mut.ni ant Lushow that aithougli they inay ho,
and iprobably arc, ijuite Cor:out in Nwhat they
8ay ii SolitC caSes, uîaîrxly, that tho apph)lCa'
tio,î of certain chcînical mnires to certain
barren lands --vill produce a good crop, the
greater portion of unir lands are not absolutely
barrent, aitd we are neL theroforo bouint to
titis couirge as the. only roîncdy. la thcre nu
otheur hellp for is wliîen it la au palpably ai)-
parent that thi cnte eau noL easily be followcdl,
ivith car capital? 1 ivill venture to 8ay that
sncb is noL the only course opent to lis. Cod
pity uis if IL ivere, as thcre wonil soon ho an
end to Cantadian farnting anti its coînforts.

The opinions of inany of thecse gentlemen
of abstract iirinciiles, whcn their ideas are
carricd into practice, are found to bo at va-
riance wit)i ltnolii facts. For instance, nr
tiei land is just as8 good as it ever wvas, but
it fa'ils to produce as goodl crops of ivlieat.
To ineet this one great faut wc imst look far-
ther for the reincdy titan to the use of artifi-
cial inanurca. MNany excellent fariners know
this to ho truc, and are aise quito aware that
it cannot ho attributcd te an absolute change
ni season, sucli as wvnwlù continue f rom ycar
to ycar for a scrics of year-, as tio such great
aiteration la porceptible.

'My opinion, therefore, and that of inany
otîters, is that one great cause for short yicldli
under sud> circumnstanccs is the deprcciated

tjua.-lity o! tilt seed. whcat; that it is iess liro-
dulctive tlian hecretoforc under tho saine cir-
cunistauces, of course putting aside losa by
inidge for the present. That seine hinds are
riinning ont la well knowii, and, iii fine, thi8
tcndency to rli ont attends other kinds of
vegetable gron'th. MWby, therefore, may not
the saine principle affect the varions kinila of

whicat also? Ilallett, the wvdll-knoiwni Nvliat.
înîiprover iu Englanui, lias given hiis whole at-
tention for a nuinher of ycars towards ini-
proviiîg the different aorts of whucat, and has
been cnablcd to grow, without 8erious difli-
culty, on goed land cighty to eighty-fiyo
bushels uer acre. Otown counitryman,i\Mr.
Arnold, of Paris, las given inuch attention to
hybridizing Nwhcat, cndcavouring thcrcby to
produce iiew and useful varieties; and.so im-
portant (Io I conceive the simple plan of in-
creazing nitr yiclii of wvheat to ho, tiiat 1
wvoultl freely vote that a large sitin of (lov-
cinct uuoîîey shoid ho awarded to enable
Mr. zrnoi( to complote ]lis experimuents.


