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Civil Government in 1764, to the establishment of the Con-
stitution in 1791.”

Joseph Bouchette, Surveyor-General of Canada, enjoyed
& European reputation. The Legislatura of Lower Canada
gave 500 guinoas towards the publication of his well-known
work, ¢ Description topographique de la Province du Bas
Canada avec des remarques sur le Haut Canada et sur les
relations des deux Provinces avec les Ktats Unis de
I'Amérique, enrichies de plusieurs vues, plans de ponts, de
batailles, etc.” The book was published in 1815, and an
extension of the work in English appeared in 1831, Michel
Bibault’s “Histoire du Canada sous la domination Frangaise,”
was published in Montreal 1837. The style is dry and
stilted, and the author has been accused of failing in
correctness of detail. In 1834, ¢ Hawkins’ Picture of
Quebec with historical recollections ” made its appearance.
This is an excellent book of reference, as it contains an
exact description of the siege of Quebec, and also one of the
attack op Quebec by Arnold and Montgomery in 1775. A
number of English writers have also written upon Canadian
affairs, among them—Robert Montgomery Martin, Hugh
Murray, M. H. Bliss, Robert Gourlay, Cath. Smith, Bartlett,
Heriot, Richardson.

In reviewing the progress of Canadian literature as far
as 1841, we may fairly conclude that very great advance
was made in knowledge and intelligence; we can congratu-
late ourselves upon the reality of grasped achievement, on
the creation of an educational influence that has moulded
the character of our national literature. We must remember
that this work has been almost entirely undertaken in brief
intervals of leisure, by busy men, whose best energies were
absorbed by the practical necessities of life. Though no
writer rose to the heights of genius, though Canada gave
birth to no poet of commanding inspiration, the literary
work that appeared was good of its kind, it furnished
an excellent foundation for what was to follow, Walt



