
TO assist tlse whbu have had less s anuther, quite a contrast il, ulur, thir Lrnerzlishape, thleirhils, and wide
exiierience than myself, I n%ül be ,r% very dark, lie bas plenty of width and ring, we certainly think they arc not
glad if they wil] accompany me in ima- depth of claret too, but it is difficult to very far removed from Pekins.
gina/ion througlh the duck runs %% hile I sec where the claret leaves off belowv Tlire are a few others in this run,
select the breeding birds for the sea- and where the undercolor begins, bis but they are ail smaller, and, hesides
son, and we will discuss the merits and back is almost self-colored black, his possessing many of the faults of the
failings of the invisible ducks. tail and stern arc also quite black, his birds described above, there are sonie

WVe will select the drakes first, and ring is passable, although slightly with slipped wings and wry tails, and
if tinie will admit we will tlien select pinched i front ; but we will not dwell others are high in hack. Our friends
the ducks afterwards. Let us know longer over him, for although lie is may observe what an indifferent lot to
what the drake is lke we are going to good in keel he is radier short made, be allowed to live so long. Green peas
use, then appropriate mates will soon and his bill is not only slightly dished, must have been a failure last summer.
be chosen. To educate your imagina- but it has an objectionable strip of We 1, they are right as regards the drakes
tion to begin with, let us enter this black between the nostrils. WVe will and in apologizing for introducing you
pretty run and sec the combination of let the next pass too, for although lie to this run we wish to say that the
size and quality im its one occupant- bas a good frame, shape, and size, he is whole of this lot are the discarded
our îo lh. three year old Champion very dark in bill and foxy in colour drakes of last year's hatch ; and it was
drake. We do not require him as a below, and brown on hack. to point out the conmon failings whicli
breeder this season, he has now another The next drake may follow with as predominate in color and symmetry
Most important office to fulfil in the suc- little comment ; he lias certainly a long, anong Rouen drakes that bas led us
cessful management of the duck yard. straight, clear good bill, as such drakes to discuss thiem, so that in sclecting a
He lias fought and won and must live generally have, which are %vide in ring, stock drake our friends may be better
in retirement, and on the fat of the snall and pale in claret, liglht in body- qualilied to guard against such.
land, until the next challenge is scle- color, white in stern and tail, and white We will now introduce you to a few
duled for another battle royal, wlen he on flight coverts , le is lengthy in ut our selected drakes, out of which we
must again represent us in the field, we frime, but narrow, and as slallow as intend to secure one or two fairly perfect
trust, to gain another victory. We are an Iidian runner. land reliable stock drakes. There are
proud of his noble stature, bis grand Ve .ill describe another which ten of them in a pretty run by them-
look-out, bis large and solid claret strikes us as perfection at first sight, selves, which is well shaded by laurels
breast-plate, bis deep straight keel, and but on closer examination we find very and eveigreens, andwatered by ashallow
bis gay standard colours, which have faulty in color, his ring is much "ider streati. When we first entered this
caused bis opponents totremble as much at the sides of bis neck than in front, run and the drakes came up to mect
as ever the Union Jack did a foreign his claret breast is wide and deep, but us, with upstretched necks, in expect
foc. Yes, we must keep hîni ready for riglt across the lower part each feather ation of a feed, we are induced to
the silver bugle-cal], whether it pierces is laced with white, and this extends c>l.aim, for size and quality we have
the sofi summer air, or the stormy up the centre almost to the ring-we ieier seen their equal. Many fanciers
blasts of winter. Surely such a noble must not encourage chain armour- le will have experienced this on seeing a
;ather bas given us a prumising son ; is also laced with white in rump, so we good lot running tugether ; but love at
let us leave bis shaded bower, and seek will certainly pass himi, althoughi lue is first sig;it lias often a shallow foundation,
the favored haunts of the rising gen- up to 9 lbs. in weight and lias noble which is proved here. When we come
eration. outlines. to examine the birds individually we

The first drake to meet us is a We will mention two others which find some of them wanting in many
lengthy bird with a good head and a ne latclhcd fron imported eggs, and points. Tiere are four overycar drakes
grand clear bill, he will measure 34 in., we call special attention to the details amiong these which we will _describe
but he bas no indication of keel, and of these, as therc are many in the first They were grand youngsters
lie is too high cut in claret below, and country like them, and amateurs arc last ycar, and prizc-winners, but two of
too low cut in neck, which Icaves lis apt to secure then for breeders. They themn have developed peculiarities sinice
ring too wide, lie is niuch too light in iarc upstandir.g, wide-breasted drtkes ir ah

Z>lrîrulîubth los~c> with good dlarets and clear bills, but tirlst mioult wliicb condenîns thern
c alor throughiout, but ie look very slightly dished ; t'ey are keeled, too, as show birds or breeders, one for the
gay, and may lease someone at ios-; but it begns tou low down, and not it present, and the other for altogether.
for our purpose he is of nu use. .Here 1 the point of the breast ; judging froii j'fTlie first is grand in hiead, bill, shane


