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ures with fowls than probably any other one thing. In ad.
dition, if diphtheria can be traoed te this caube, one would
suppose that evcry possible 'precaution would be taken to
guard against it, thougli of course it will net.

The stables set apart for horses and cattle are clenned every
day, and sometines soveral tin' • a day. It is net always
donc in the best manner, or in a .ner te inake tl e best use
of the exerements, but it is d. m tenerally as a matter of
course, and without complaint .._at " the trouble." But

hen it comes te "owls it is very different. In the first place
ne pains are often taken te se arrange the roosts that the
droppings can be readily scraped or shoveled away, or eveu
covered or mixed with some disinfecting substance which
makes it safe te lot them accumulate for a few weeks. They
are simply let alone ard allowed te accumulate, net only for
weeks, but for months and even ycars. Fermentation sets
in after awhile, or very soon in warm weather, chemical
changes occur affecting the commercial value, disgusting
odors arise which first affect the fowls, and then are wafted
over the neighborhood, and insects of many kinds are bred
in the pile, 'some of them hen-lice, and these at once attack
the fowles. In many cases' hen-choiera" is developed, and
then the owner wonders and mourns at the extraordinary run
of' "bad luck" he is having, though I cannot sec that there
is much luck about it. It is about as natural a result as it
would be te make the cellar of his bouse a dumping place for
vegetable and aaimal filth year after year. Ir fact, the lat.
ter would be less pestilential, as the tight floor of most dwel.
lings, with a second, and sometimes a third floor above, is a
partial protection ; but the fiith under a hon roost goes
straight te the fowls above, unless a friendly breeze sends it
in another direction.

Roup is a forrm of diphtheria, as any one will sec who
notes the swelled throat and eyes of the suffering fowl, and
its painful attempts te breathe. The exuding fluid or mois
turc fron the mouth and eyes is undoubtedly poisonous as is
probably the breath also. The rule is to exclude ail sick
fowls fron the flock at once, which is right, but net enough.
It is far better te exclude aIl causes of disease, and thus pro-
vent it. A eick fowl is a poor thing te spend time on in
doctoring. Its value is slight at mcst, while te attend pro
perly to it requires about as much time as a horse worth
more than a hundred fowls. In general, fowls of only ordi-
nary worth lad botter be killed as soon as they are seriously

as a man whose time is worth a dollar a day te him
cannot afford te spend many hours on a sick fowl. But in
works of cleanliness ho works for his whole flock, and aise for
his family. He promotes health and neatness, and this ought
te be as great a pleasure te him as it usually is te sec bis
lieuse kept in neat order by a tidy wife. The slip-shod in-
difference te the appearance and condition of outbuildings
and premises, se often nianifested, is disgusting and disgrace-
ful, and the quarters set apart for fowls are usually the
worst of ail. That there is a close relation between such pro-
mises and the hearh of rural families admits of no doubt
whatever. Fermers have advantages for health which no
possible care in the great cities can equal, and when they
heedlessly render them nugatery by carelessness, they have
none te blame but thenselves. s. 1.
Philadelphia, Pa,

RAIsING DUCKS WITi PROFIT.

EDs. COUNTRY GENTLEM.N -Ducks can bc kept andrais-
cd quite as profitably as ehickens, with only water sufficient
for drinking purposes. Indeed they become a greater source
of profit if limited in their runs. They consume a large
quantity of food if allowed access te it, i..t after a certain

amount the surplus fbod is rather a disadvantago, and should
bc kept froma them, for it is consumed at a waste. Ducks
should be kept separate from the other fowls, as they are apt
to croate disturbanoes. Dutoks are great foragers, and will
live largely on insects, like other fowls. if kept from the neigh-
borhood of running streans When once given access to L.
runnine stream, they become diffioult of control. If kept
like other fowls, they give no more trouble.

There are many varicties of ducks, but the common gray
duck is about as profitable as any. Ti.ey are good layer?,
and the young mature eatly, and are fit for market by mnid.
sumamer, when they bring good prices. A duck wll lay fron
14 te 16 eggs, when she will sit The period of incubation
varies from 26 te 28 days, according to the weather and the
steadiness of the sitter. Ducklings are net hardy , indeed, I
think they are more delicate than our common ohickens,
until fully feathered. The growth of young ducks is very
rapid wherc well fed, in which case they are quiet, and are
littlo trouble if given a place of resort wlhere they can do no
mischief. They are mischievous if allowed access te the
garden, as they will destroy the youn - vegetables. If given
a place Ly themselves, witlh a shallow trough of water te
bathe in, renewed daily, they will give no trouble when wll
fed. The mother will lay two, and where well kept, thrce
clutches of eggs, wbich may be put under hens, if it be de-
sired te keep the ducks in laying, which they will do if weii
fed, and aise mother the ducks of the first hatching. Duek-
lings that are raised by the natu:al mother are the more pro-
fitable, as she leads them in ways agreeable te the instincts of
their nature.

Ducku' eggs always command hii prices in the market,
and are valuable for home use. Ducks do net pine in confine-
ment, but take to their quarters natiurally, providing they
are kept furnL. ed with food and water regulurly. The
feathers of ducks are wortlh more than those of the turkey or
fowl. When given fuil run of aIl the promises they, as well
as other fowls, become a nuisance. There is no need of it.
Ducklings should be fed much the sane as young chickens,
and like them are fend of green food. o. a. Duchess
Counity, N. Y.

CHAMPLAIN .'ALLEv BEE-KEEPERS' AssoCIATION.
The Champlain VaIlcy et Kecepet ' Association met at

the Addison house parlers, in Mtldlebury, January 10th.
The meeting was called te order atc'eiiz o'% .ck by the pre-
sident, J. E. Crone, and, on motion, V. V. Blackmer was
made secretary, pro tem. The chair thon appointed a com-
mittee on nominations, and another committec was appointed
te introduce topics for discussion. The committee on nomi-
nations reported as followa: For president, i. L. Leonard;
vice-president, E. P. Wolcott, secretaxy and treasurer, J.
E. Crante. The persons place in nomination were unan-
mously elected by the association, and President Leonard
was conducted te the chair. The president then made a
short speech, exp.essing his thanks for the honor shown him.
He aise alluded te the prominent part the association had
taken in the upbuilding of the honey producing interest
Addison county and vicinity. The meeting now being open
for business, Mr. Ishi,m asked:

"I it desirable to exchange qucens with other bee-keepers
tor the benefit of their apiaries?" President Leonard
thought it was net desirable. Secretary Crane thcught it
might often be of great benefit, as he had more respect for
black becs after having used them in some of bis apiaries the
past season. The next question propounded was: " Will
sonme strains of bees of the same race prove more productive
than other strains, or will some colonies of becs, wiah the
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