R THE MESSENG TR

An Experiment That Paid
"(BY Jenite §. Smith)’ E

o 'My dear people the pastor a.dded, atter

.« !

. migsionary sermon that was deltvered with

_gyen more than his wonted earnestness, ‘w6
‘have_fallen short comnsiderably in our mis-

-sionary collectiom for the year. Let each

of us, old a.nd young try. to make up the .
knew a child who

~deficieney. I .mever
_couldn’t do.something for this cause if the
.effort were really made. - But we must set-
‘tle-the matter with our own conscience. That
will tell us ‘what we cen afford to give for
ihe Lord’s work.” . |

That afternoon the subject was taken. up

by the superintendent of the Sabbath-school-

and dilated upon by the teachers, and thus
it happened that the guestion, ‘ What can I
do in the matter ?’ came to the members of
‘Miss Drew’s. class w1th a force that dema.nd-
‘ed attention.

‘I don't know what I can do,” Lillan Bro-
.derick said, in answer to'a direct appeal, ‘I
can ncver save & cent. My allowance goes
as fast as I get it, and all I have managed to

‘accompiich =o'far is to domy sharc toward.

- ‘the regular church and Sunday-school collec-
tlons '
" Miss Drew uﬁderstood Lllia.n thoroughly

" She knew that although the girl was kind-

" hearted and: genérous almost to a fault, she
ol‘:D spent mor: money- in unnecessary trifles
than did any othér scholar in the clags. - She
believed, tco, that all of her girls-eonld do

"~ something toward paying off the debt if they

1 11;'._

rocom ward monitor to consult.
-+ best what ycu npeed to spend.

BT

‘ . machine, *
gum,’ and Lilian turned to obey the reguest.

really tried, and she thought ot a plan tha.t
might help them along )
© ‘We have been’ reque..ted ‘to m'tke an ex-

tra efforl,” she said'in answer o Lilian's con-

''fegsion, ‘and” believing that a good Geal can
o 'be done when wo really set out to ‘do it, T
~ghould like'to try an experlment.”’

Then ghe handed each of the girls a smdll
box on’which théese words were written :—
‘ Resolved, when tempted to spend ‘money
toolichly, to put it in the missionary box.’

“ But the quéstion'is, What would you call

- foolish srending 7" asked Nina Gray, seri=
ously; ‘there.is such"a difference of opinjon-

“in‘regard to what is necessary.’ ‘

+*We must answer that question ‘for our-
-gelves, . You are all intelligent girls, and
~have, I belleve, a goodly share of sound,
common sense. - Besides, you have an in-

-'that matter fcr you. Now, are you -all will-
ing to try the experiment and sign . the reso-
Cution 7
. Why, yes, every member of the -class was
:-quite willing to sign the recolution, but the
majority of them were inclined to believe
that they never spent money foolishly,

~Jearnette Thayer, the poorest girl of the
 number. . ‘ My mother buys my clothes, and

I am not apt to have the ha.ndlmg of

money.’
* Of course we are not to be called to ac-
count for what we haven't were Miss

Drew’s parting words; ‘but, girls, I want
you to'be truc to yourselves in keeping this

resolumon

The following a.fternoan Lilian ondeuck:

and ‘her friend, Nellie Burns, happened to be
passing through a ra.llwa.y station. There
was the customary ¢put-a-cent-i n-the-slot’
and.-take out tutti frutti chewing

Before she could accomplish her purpose
Nellie's hand detained her and Nellie's vmce
“said, ‘Don't, Lilian.’

The giri looked around in surprise and in-

qu1red ‘Why not ? Have you, too,. turned
a.ga.mst chewing gum ? I heard t.hat Rosa
loud had.

' 4 Yes, I have. The fact is, I happened to

© thought came to Her,

“to talk to Clara ncw.
- call ‘before the day is out and then I can
. say all that is necessa.ry

And Lilian resolutely tumed her back on.

‘.companions, did.".

You understand-
I can’t settle’

£ I )
.-.gearcely have any to spend at all,’ remarked

hea,r; _two men sa.ying t_he other day.that it

,;glri.s~ Jnew how they looked going around
chewing .gnm, .they ‘would never acquire the
. disgusting habit, They believed it lowered

them to the level .of animals, and was as
bad as boys.chewing tobacco. . I never be-

fore thought how it appeared to: other peo-
-ple, but I haven’t chewed a bit gince. How-

ever, it wasn't 80 much on that account that
I stopped you. . I thought of our resolution.
I:couldn’t stand quietly by and see you break

’

‘1t 'would be spending money foolishly,

~woulén’t it ¥ agsented Lilian; ‘but the
amount—I should almost be ashamed to put
a cent in the box.’ I

‘Why so ? It would-be a beginning, you
know, and then you've promised.’

Lilian couldn’t deny that fact, so,when she
returned home she dropped into the mission-
ary box the cent that she had saved. ‘Poor

. little cent !’ she said, with a smile, .

Taust be lonely in there. I would throx. in
a ten-cent piece to keep you company, only

I want to see how much:I am tempted to
~spend foolishly.

If it proves {0 be a small
amount I ean add to it afterwards, per-
bhaps.’

The next time that Lilian found herselt
about to indulge in a useless expenditure of
money, she was going past the ferry house
and noticed a friend inside at the further
end. Eveér ready’ for a pleasant chat with
those she . loved, she concluded that she
would pay the fare and go in, for otherwise
she ‘would .not be allowed to enter. ~ “Just as
she took the three cents in her hand the
‘I supposé this would
be spending money fooliskly, for I don't need
She will be sure to

the ferry house and went home to put the
three ccnts in bker missionary box.

Up to this time Jeannette Thayer's box
had remained empty.

ghe ‘had no money 1o spend. Jeannette

dover suffered for any of the- necessanes of
- life, but she wished sometimes that she could
“have a little spare change likke many of her
‘There is. 50 much- that I-

could do with even a small amount,’ she said
to herself one day, and as if in answer to
this: desire, she found a fitty-cent plece lying
on the road that very * afternoon. There
were no houses near and no people around
at the time, so Jeanette hadn’t any way of
finding the owner. In‘that case it belonged
to her, she knew, but she kept it for a few

days to see if anybody seemed to be looking,

for it. Theneshe began to wonder which

she would get of the many things for which

she had longed. She thought over each
article, sepamtely, and concluded she had no
o:pccw.l need for any of them. Now'that

she could reolly buy something, they didn’t "

appear so desirable after all. ‘I must do
the very best I can with the money,’ she
reflected,  for it may be some time before T
have any more.

Once during that time of indeciston she
~ thought of her missionary box, but only to’
determine that as she hadn’t been tempted

yet to spend the money foolishly, there was
no reason wiy it should be used for that
purpose.
Around the corner was a photographer who
took tin types, six for ffty cents. Jean-
nette had often looked at his sign and long-
ed to - be a customer. A short time before

the whole family had been taken in a group,

but the girl had never ha.d any of her pic-
tures to give to her own parucular friends,

for the few that were taken had been claim-
. .ed.by relations.

: Now was. her chance.
after fixing herself up with.more than usual

"decision she had made, -

‘Not once had she -
.caught herself spending money foolishly, for

Finally she made up her mind.’

‘S0

¥

care she started around to the photograph-
er's. She set off eagerly, but somehow when
she arrived at the door she hesitated about
going :in. The idea of having her gicture
taken didn’t seem like such a'good one, after
all. - ‘It's rather foolish, too,’ she began to
say to herself; ‘tin types are mot usually
decent, and besides no one really needs my
picture, and—well, I declare, T have actually
caught myself in the act of spending money
foolishly, and that piece must go in the mis-
sionary box.’

Jeannette laughed softly to herself as she
turned to go home, and she felt glad of the
for the weighty
question was no longer on heér mind, and
then, too, she would not be compelled to
take- the box empty to her teacher.

On the way she met Laura Pardee. Laura
was another of Miss Drew’s scholars, and
as sho also was much interested in the mis-
sxona.n'-box expenment it was na.tura.l that
the subject should be discussed by thc two |
girls.

‘It is wonderful how much meney people
spend foolishly when they are not thinking
about it Laura went on; ‘why, several
times I bhave stopped myself buying little
things that I ‘didn’t need at all, only they
just happened to take my fancy at the time,
I have saved twenty-five ‘cents, and it does
me more good to know that it is in the mis-
sionary box than it would if I had spent it
for all those things. Do you know, I think
this is an experiment that pays, for besides
making up the deficiency, we are beginning

" to consider our own actions more.’

Then Jeannette told how she had saved her
fifty cents, and Laura rela.ted the expenences

one of two other girls. with whom she had
talked. In the midst of the conversation
Lilian Broderick came along and inquired,
‘ What are you two having such a good time
about ?*

¢ About . our missionary boxes, answered .
Laura. ‘ How is your's geiting along ?

‘Famously. It's been thé best “accuser
that T ever had. I wouldn’t have believed

-that I so often spemt money foolishly if I

hadn’t started out to-try this- experiment..
Why, girls, I have been a regular spend-
thrift, and the money went mostly in such
little “bits that I never noticed it going. I
have saved forty cents already, and I have
been thinking how much I must have spent
before we tried this plan. “It's really wick-
ed, and I'm going to be on the lookout after
this, for in a year I could save quite a sum
out of my allowance and yet enjoy myseli
all I need to. And what do you think ?
Mamma and papa are trying it, too, and they
have saved a good deal. Papa is apt to be
very thoughtless about little sums of money,
and I suppose I inherited- the trait from
him. Well, good-by, I see somebody at cur
front door, and I must hurry along, for I
really telieve it is' Clara Desmond.’

It was Clara, and she soon learned froim
Lilian all the facts about the missionary-
box experiment, for Clara was not in Miss
Drew’s classt although she attended * the -
same Sabbath-school that her friend did. In
the course of half an hour she became as
enthusiastic over the matter as Lilian her-
self, and she went home with a determina-
tion to have that kind of a missionary box
in her own rcom. Somehow the idea spread
rapidly after that day, and when the time

arrived for the special missionary collection

the good pastor was surprised at the amount
given,

‘1 believe it is all owmg to Miss Drew’s
experiment,’ remarked the _supenntenc}ent
and then he was called upon to explain,
for the idea had not yet reached the par-
sonage. *‘And Miss Drew’s class did nobly,’
he said in coaclusion,. *They brought in
the largest amount. My niece, Laura,, is



