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SOME NOXIOUS INSECTS.

Nèldus ïnscts liay be b riefly defined as
tihose•insects which injure ian.

SOb.vsouly tlfy;:nay do thi.s in two ways,
Eith em"the y inflict direct injuies on his perý
son, or tliey indiiectly injire liin by danmag-
ig hier"pèrty. 1n I ither cases they are the
result. of:cviiization.

To thie ge.nuine savage no ins-cts.arenaxi-
us, lot even those' blboatiiràty 'aaaites

which wóeall by. the genial iia'me of "iér-
iiin." A savage caresnothuingfor vermin of
any kind, ani it is not until man,is fat re-
ioved frmo savages thati lie begins ta object
ta thîeifyëren~ce. o

As to seeondarily noxious insècts, a savage
has no conception of thein. Hie does not tii
the earth, and consequently has no- cropS ta
ba devouted. He possesses neither fiocks
ior herds, ond-theieforé even îilch insects as
the zetzc-fly ad gad-fly have no terrors for
hii. Neither des lie wear clothes, se that
he ia not eventaware of the existence of th
clithes moth.

Take, for exanle, the mtost noxiouinsect
which at agriculturist fears, nanely, the
locust, aid see how it affects asavage, say a
Bosjesmiau.

To te South Africanfarier the lcust
is the ô*sst fearful. ofpesta. A À arm of
locusts Sill' lan absolute ruin, för the
creatùiée~sVillútray in a single niglt tlke
barves 'i itlici' the owner depends for sub-
sistence.

Buf te the:Boajesnan, the locust-swarm is,
at miifixed*blessaimg. He bas ne crol) that
the inseiets han destroy, but le inds in the
locust .sxäirni an abun ant tore of food with:-
out the trouble of hiunting for it. He hails
the- approdch of the distant swrm, and as
long as it einains in liis iihborhood lie
enjoys to the fuil the clief.lxtir of savage
if e, ie. eating to etion day afrte'day, and

only sl eng'ff tle effects of .onë nîeal ta
b * another.

eagain, the great Pali MVeevil, the
liuge jaws cf o which are se" destructive ta
the pm-trees, and s' noxious te the cul-
tivator.

The"savage exults wien le secs the traces
of thegr u," as thiis lavàis enllèd, for it
forns oine o fiis most daintylarticles of food,
and.allih ni0rre vltiblé because it requires
no oking. Tl rgrx issiMply CUt eut
of the' tree, héld y the head,. and eaten
alive, as i eat.oyster iiithis country. Many
a savage u4n wlite ian also, when leading
a saiagelife, lias been indebted for" lis very
existenc6to te Paini Weevil. To the cul-
tivator of'lie palm tins weevilis. one of the
worst of noxious insecte. To thé same nan,
whèn traveiing out of th 'réach'of civiliza-
tion, it is a prieless dooin.

Tien therpare the various Termites, the
terrbr of civilized mani, the destroyers of his
furniture, books, and papers, the devourers
of every piece of woodwork in his liuse,
and sometimes the underminîers of the louse
itself.

The'savages values them for the vtrious
ways in which they contribute toward his
livelilhood.

In the first place lie cats theu.
In this country we revolt at the idea of

eatinig insects, but il savage lands the Ter-
mite is caten, not as a mnatter of absolute
necessity,; but of choice. Iindeed, a sayago
kin-, ta Wvhom a traveller prèsented some
arot"j am1eclarcd it,to ba the best food heaprico; Jaîn,d
kniew next te Termites.

Thon, the ntests which these insects rear
arc, of great service te the savage. There
are several animals, 1iopularly called Ant
Bears,.whicl feed cliety on tle Termites, or
White Ants, as they are wrongly called.
These creatures are furnished with enorimous
claws, ivith which they tear out the whole
interioer of the nest, leaving nothing but the
sheil of clay, baked as liard as brick in the
sunibeamts.

.Sueh m. t nests serve severa prposes.
lu ihe first place they are utilized. of avens,
in which the native hunters can cook the
animals kied by them.

The such savages as build buts find that
noth ig -makes se good a floor for their
houses as Termites' nests orund into a pow-
der mixed vith water, ecaten down until
quite smooth and level, and left to harden
mu the rays of the tropical.sun.

Lastly, they serve as tomîtbs for the dead.
The corpse is' thruist into the emtpty nîest
thrauglh a hole left by the Anît Bear, the
aperture is closed vith stones and thorns,

cuti the
and tre the body nay renain undisturbed
bX eny foe except niait.

Eveiy reader of tihis zinaiuite lias, .I -pro-
surne, neen the coimiior Water-Soatmen in-

ists,1wliich are cliaped so niucli« like boats,
s3îîinfon their ké lh ped haiks and use
their ;long bind léga as oars. • Alt' f thema
possess sharp, strong beak,: capable -of pere-
trating the buman, skin, an, depositing., in
the Ivoind a poisiious secretion, * wht
causes a atlltrobing pairi lastiiug for seiral.
haurs.

Thére arm any species of Water-Boatneii
but thiaàé ,hich helong ta the genus Coi-x,
and ncha knwn y thiflattene ends cf
their bodies, have the sharpest beaks the
nost virulent poison, anti conseqlueitly are
the iost noxious Iven landled. EVein in
England these Coiire aeapt ta be rather
unpleasant insets; hut fliere are soute liarts
of Mexico wlere he lakea swarm witlt
Corixte of very much larger dimtensions than
any'British species.

Yret tiese insects, noxious as we mîiglt
think théi, are very useful to the conpar-
atively uncivilized natives, vha eat, not the
Corixe, but their eggs.

At the proper timîe of the year the natives
sink large bundles of reeds in thie water. lit
a week or two the reeds are thickly covered
Ivith Corixa eggs, which are scrapea off anîd
the reedsretturneI to the water. Iii fet the
.Corixa is treated very nuch like the nussel
ini the Frenchi breeding beds. The egatrb - eggý, after
beingseraped off, are pressed into cakes, whiich
are cooked and used for consumtption, under
the naine of "liaoutle.»

Even the dreadt niosquito, the only insect
which a savage can have an excuse for rank-
ing as noxious, is really of direct value te
some savage tribes.

Liviigstone mentions that the shores of
the Lake Nyassa swarit withi mnosquitoes.
The~late Mr. Baines tlad nie that no one who
lias not s~en the mosquito swarmts that i;anîg
ai the banks of these Africai lakes, cau fori
even a coiception oftlheir niltitde. They
fill the air se that they seent toe ait aiitost
solid nmass. : If a iamp he Iiq1itetd, tley put
it eut by settling- ci iii, Iv ile the hum of
thteir wings is almnost like the roaring of the
sea in the cars of a diver. .

Yet the natives cati utilize even. these ter-
rible *pests, wlhich are so veinomous that not
even a mule coula stay on the baiks of the
lake ant live tlrough a niglt. -But the ios-
quito never seemits to travel te any âreat dis-
tance froin the water iii whiel t passed
through its pr'vious stae of existence, and
the natives can avoid itl>y slce ing iu spots
far removed fron the wrater's edge.

They do mare than this ; tbey sweep the
mosquitoes inîto large bags, press them te-
,ether and forn them into cakes, just as is

ne with the eggs of- the Corixa. These
cakes go by the iamte of "kungo." They
are circular, about eighit inches ii diamneter,
and an inch of sc iii tlickeiiss. Vhei eaten
they arc said te bear somte resemublance ta
caviare in favor.

Before quitting this part of the subject, we
must not lose sigit of the fact that nonre of
the so-called ioxious insects, even thougli
t-hey cause direct annoyance ta man, were
created for that purpose. Take, for exanpile,
the mosquito swaris above 'mentioned.
Mait is not the normal food of tie iosquito,
whieh can and does maintain existence with-
ouit ever seeing a limtitan being. But whiein
muaa Èeseuts himself ii the tract already in-

:hábited by ihe mosquitoes, lie becones ait
intruder and lias to suffer the penalty of his
intrusion.

I mentioned at the beginning of this essay
that thé noxiousness of insects'is in direct
ratio to the civilization of the mon wliom
they annoy.

i the uncivilizedt dlays of Englandt the
carrot, the turnip, the asparagus, the cabbage,
the celery, ana éther garden plants, were
mere weedis, and, in consequence, the insects
whicl fqd on them were uihededîti by man.
Our seni-savage predecessors coula ind no'
falt with the cabb e caterpillars, with the
turnip rub, tle ce ery y, or t-le asparagus
eetle, supnly because e plants on .vbîclî

they fled a not been brog ht into cultiva-
tion, and their destroyers cou a not be ranlked
auong noxious imisects.

Then there comes the question of counter-
balancing qualities.

Take the bec. A child. who is ignorant of
the character of the bec, seizes it, is stung,
and bas very good reason for conisidering it
as a very noxious inîsect.

Afterward, when he learns that the bee
furnishes the sweet honey which tickles his
palate, lie pardons the stinîg which bas hurt

his hmand. ie liaslearnedi ane cf tlm oinilter-
balancing qualities of a noxious isect. As
ie increases iii knowledge and cililization,
he learns that the.wax, wiich as a child-he
wouldi have. fluîig aside after draining it of
the hone ,is a far -lie more valuale pro-
dúct of e two,'and that coma cfithe&at-
nietalistatuary, for~ exainple-could n'ot b
conducted without it- ,

Take the silkwormii. Itdestroys the leaves
of the iulbrry..tree, antiinju.es te c'rop of
fruit.-which inanitIwants for:isunsélf, so thàt ta
a race of miensaficienttly civilized te culti-
yate thud mnulberry-tree, it Ivoul be classed
auung the noxious incects.

But-further kiowilddge'about the habits <if
tle creattre enables iuankiid ta undertanal
its couuter-balancingualitiesandsa althoaghl
the silkiormn côînsumeffr more mulbérry
folia e t-hin it did when it iyas consaiderot
mîerely as a noxious insect, Ie have learinel
ta compare the value of the:silk which it
roduces with that of :the leaves which it
devats, and prize the silkworni as a sourde

of national wcalt.-J . Wood, in Good
Wordsu..

WORTH KNOWING.
Keep salt l a dry place.
Keep yeast in. wdoo or glass.
Keep fresli lard in tm vessels.
Keep preserves anda jellies l glass.
Keep ineal and flour mu a cool, dry place.
Keep vinegar mit wood, glass, or stoneware.
Sugar is a dmirable' b csu.gerin lu uritig

mneat or fisli.
Crusts and pieces of bread sihould be kept

in ait earthet jar, closely covered, iii a dry,
cool place.

Laid for pastiy should be uîseda as liard as,
it can be out wit i a knife. . It shoutl be cut
throui, the flour, and not rubbed.

Ini hoilin meat for soup use cold water
to extract te juices. If the me4 is wanted
for itself alomne, plunge muto boilig water at
onmce. 

.
To prevent meat front scorcling during

roastiiug place a basin of water lu t-i aven.
The steat generated prevents scorch!rîg anti
nuakes the micat cook better: •

Broil steak Iithouît salting. Salt draws
the juices iii cookiug. It is desirable to
keep these i, if possible. Cook over a
hot fire ; turni freuently, searing on both
sides. Place on aplatter; sait an pepper to
taste,

Beef hat is a.endecy to le tdug i can
be mîade ver alatable by stcwiiggently for
tire hlins- î-uihp e and saIt, taking eut
about a peit of t-liluor when half on,
and lettiig the rest boi iito the meuat. Browiî
tlie ieat u teli pot. After taking up, imake
a gravy of the pint of liquor saved.-Fiorcl
Gctbincd.

THE CHEAPEST MEDICINE.
The chîeapest iedicinie is Sleop. Il re-

lieves lai, r, cures restlessness, uneasiness,
aid ir-it ility ; it Iill remedy hcab-ache,
and teoti-ache, and back-ache, anda heart-
ache ; it cures sorrow ani nervouseness, and
will mnake heavy burdens seemi light, and
great trials look very small.

When Iveay we should sleep. To resort
to stimulants is suicidal ; whuat weary mien
and cxhtausted woient anda iervous and peev-
ist childret neet is slep. Many a persan
dies for want of it, and the point îhere many
a sufferer turns his back front thècry 'gates
of deatli'to the obt peath of life is tlié point
wlhore he-sinks into leep.

Nu iiatter lioc bard a muit hhan ýY rk, if
lie eau get good slcep, and féel* Wfhed and
rested un t-le morninîg; but îwheiithé ùighs
are restless and the miornisig finds us: still
weary, it is time t- stop d est. And for
peo e ta take tea and ceffe anti tôbacco anti
stimnulants to keeý tlient ' ake, is ta: drive
avay their best friend, am bi-ing on t-hem-
selves untold sorrows, ihen they shall scek
in vain for that slec» Ihich they bave so
madly driven away. Do not be defraudedi
cf your proper amount of sleep ; retire early,
breathe pire air, avoid all stimulants, using
nothin to banlish slumber. Godi "giveth His
belove sleep."-Tîe Chtriitian.

ARSENIC IN COLORINGS.

It is iiow well uiderstood that arsenîicis
extensively used in the dyeing of cloth, and
in the pigmuent of wall-papers, and that it
has given rise ta nany instances of severe
poisonuîig. lIn the former case the poison is
mainly sborbcd by the skin. i t-he latteri
microscopie parti es float ini the air of the
rooiti ani are inhaled. One effect of thu-5

FUIý1 -rc- '

1 receiving"it into the.systen is to destroy the
redblood cor uscles and thlus diinish the
.nutrition of-t re xierve-centres.

. The following is a ftrikinr but typical case,
and ba additianal interest front the gliupse
it giWes useof the considerate character of te
.present Queen of Englaud.

Agentleiani îipoyed by tie latter ta do
a piece of wdrk ivas furnishéd a room in. the
palace. -Though. it 1was .wel warmed and
every Way comfortable, he found lfimself
quite chilly after retiring and at length his
teeth be'gan tochatter. Atteipting ta rise
to get a large Spanish cloak ta throw over
hii, lie was uiable ter imove, and he began
ta be affected with a severe and peculiar

He finaUy fell asleep front shteer cx-

In the morning, lie noticed for the first
tinte that the walls of the room were covered

ith. a brilliait green paper. The truth at
once flashed on his innc.On getting out
of bed he staggered like a drunken man, and
it was with difficulty he co'uld dreas. The
fresh air soon restored hui.

The, Queei, on learnîiig thé state of the
case, had a piece of the paper analyzed. It.
Provcd ta he highly arsenical. At once shu
liad the paper stipped fron every rootin in
the place.

Mus. HiçSa1s' iREcIPE FoR UI-FERM5ENT-
E WIE.-To five poimds of grapes, after.
they have been nicely picked over, washed
and crushed, addthree pits of.soft water. Let
themt boil a few minutes in a porcelain kettle,
tiien hanc in a coarse cloth ta drain. When
the juice is all drainied out, add two pounds
granulated or ioàf su-ar. Lot this come ta
a biling point, carefu1l removing the scun
that mîay arise. Wlen this is donc, put the
juice into clean bottles while hot, and cork
-them withii new corks. As it cools tigliten
the cor-ks by pressing-themi down lard then
cover witii plàster of Paris, .wet with cold
water tu a paste and keep in a cool place.
This wine will not be injured. b scad.no
the second time. Cover the bttles wefl
iii a cloth wet with warmti water to keep the
juice-fron breaking tiemu whilIehot, or w'hile
the hot juice is beîng put into themu. We
use the Concord grape, and Hartford Prolific.
It would be wal1 ta put the wine into bottles
that hla about the anoiit used for a single
service.-Wactervillc MVinn.

THE semianual oiling of furniture tends
to give walnutýa:da'rker:and&richer look, and
renews its ýolish. Any housekeeper wvho
lias never tried this siiple proecss is advised
ta do sa, and note how quickly all the white
spots and blemilses disappear. No natter
low okl and mucli abused chairs and tables
are, try it ipan thei. Ten cents' worth of
oil, luixed with a little rotten stone, which
mnay be had at any druggist's, will be suffic-
ient ta polish the furniture of a lai ge dwell-
ing. Ap-l11a little at a tinie witi a smuall
flannel c , and rub until dry anal smooth
with alarger piece, and fiish with dry rotten
stane. T eanmarblemantles, take oie part
ofpawdered chalk, one part pulverized puni-
ice stone, and two parts of contunon soda, nlux
with water, and rub wIell the whole surface,
then washwith soap and )vater, and you will
find allstains removed.

PROM3PTNESS AT MEAL.-Punctuality at
meals, and especially at breakfast, on the
part of all the members of the household, has
a geat deal to do with good order and coin-
fort throu the day. Nobdy has ari"h' to
indulge sefishly in ahalf-hour more o sleep
in the nriorninuc, if thus the Work 6f tlie liuse
is put back ancÎdelayed. Tako thebalf-louir,
if you need it, by going ta bed earlier, anud
thus occasioning no inconvenience. This
does not apply ta old people or invalids,who
need all the sop they canet but ta young,
st-ong and lazy people. e iad should ever
need ta a called twice in the iiorting.
Neither should a young lady expect ta have
thrce or four knocks at her door before sie
chooses to arise.

To PREvENT dust risin' fron a carpet
when being swept, sprinkfe coarse dry. salt
over it. If the car pet is much soiled, rb the
salit well into the fibers with the broom ; then
give a thoroligh sweeping, going over the
work several times. Salt is better than tea-
grounds, as it brightens the colors and sweet-
cns the room.

BACK o BRICKs.-The black bricks now
employedin -the ornamentation of buildings
are prepared by dipping them in coal ta-, tre
quai ity of the bric a taken being the sme
as those used im. other parts of the building.
Black mortar is iiade by iiixing with lamp
black.


