e AT A i e ke < Vs hrmea el =

I T e Ve e

fertazme

e B s,

| THE 'HOUSEHOLD.

_moved from savages that he begins to object

-y

. SOME NOXIOUS INSECTS. - -
Ndsious fiikects fifay Vo Vricfly defined as
those insects:which injure man. . . :

~ 1. Obviously they may’ do this in twb -'w-'?.ys,

| Kither,they inflict direct injuries on-his per-

kon, or they indirectly injure him by damag-
ing higproperty. ~In'either cases they arethe
result of civilization, . . - 24

+. To the genuine savage no inscets are noxi-
.ous, not even those bloodthirsty ‘parasitds

‘which'we'call by the'general name of “ver-
min.” A savage cares nothing.for vermin of
any kind, and it is not until man is far re:

‘to’ their presence. ! ;

As to'sacendarily noxious insects, & savage
has no conception of them. ; He does not fill
the earth, and consequently has nocrops to!
e devoured. " He possesses neither flocks
1or lierds, ‘ond thereforé even such insects as
the tzetze-fly and gad-fly have no terrors for

Tim, - Neither does he wear clothes, so .that

he is not even aware of the existence of the'
clothes moth. o -
Take, for exanyple, the most noxious'insect
which an agricuhurist fears, namely, the
locust, and see how it affects a-savage, say a
Bosjesman, . . .. R i
To “the South Afriéan’ farmer the locust

is the mgst: fearful of:-pests. - A swarm of
locusts “will n absolute ruin,’ for the.
creatires will ‘destroy in a single night the

harvest on Which the owner depends forsub-
sisteniee, .. o L . . oo o
But tothe Bosjesman. the locust-swarm is
an uninixed Dbléssing, " He has no.crop that
the ingects can destroy, but he finds' in the
locust-swarm. an abundantatore of food with
out the trouble of hunting for it. ~He hails
the approach of the distant; swarm, and as
longas it Temains in’ his-neighborhood he
enjoys.to, the full the chiefluxury of savage
life, ».e.. eating to 7‘7¢Y‘¢ﬁ°“ day after day, and
only " sleeping off “the eftécts of “oric meal to
begin'another.. . . . 0
ake,’ ‘again, the%‘great Palm ‘Weevil, the
huge?jaws of which are so” destructive to
the” palm-trees,” and so_ noxious to the cul-
tivator, . S
The savage exults when he secs the traces
of the ¥ gni-ory,” as this larvais called, for it
forms one of liis miost dainty' articles of food,
and ‘all the nigre valuablé because it requires
1o dooking... The grdigrn is simiply -cut out
of “the’tree, held by the Lead, and eaten
alive, as we eat oystersin this country. Many
a savage and ‘white man also, when leading
a savage life, has ieen indebted for his very
existenceto the Paim Weevil. . To the cul-
tivator of the palm this'weevilis one of the
worst of noxious insects. ~To the same man,
when travelling out of the'veach of civiliza-
tion, it is a priceless doom. | ‘
Then there are the various Termites, the
tertor of civilized man, the destroyers of his

‘furnititre, books; and papers, the devourers

of every. picce. of woodwork in lis house,
and sometimes the underminers of the house
itself.

"Thc's:i'\zages: values them for the varidqs
ways in which they contribute toward his
livelihood. ‘ g
Tn the first place he cats them. o
Tn this country we revolt at the idea of

"eafing insects, but in savage lands the Ter:
‘mite is ecaten, not as a matter of absolute

‘necessity,: but of choice. Indeed, a savage

‘King, to Whom a ‘traveller presented some

apricot jam, declated itto be'the best food he

‘Kriew next fo Termites.

Then, the nests which these insects rear
are, of great service to the savage. There
are several animals, popularly called Ant
Bears, which feed chiefly on the Termites, or
White Auts, as they are wrongly called:
These ereatures ave furnished with enormous
claws, with which they tear out the whole
interior of the nest, leaving nothing but thé
shell of clay, baked as hard as brick in the
gunbeams. ., .. - ‘

"Such empty nests serve several purposes.
Tir the firet place they ave utilized of ovens,

'in which the native hunters can cook the

animals killed by them, ‘

. Then such savages as build huts find that
nothing - makes 8o ‘good a floor for their
houses as Termites’ nests ground into a pow-
der. mixed ‘with water, beaten down until

- quite. smooth ‘and Jevel, and left to harden
"in the rays of the tropical sun.

.- Lstly, they serve as tombs for the dead,
“Bhe corpse 15’ thrust into the empty nest
through ™ a lole left by the Aut Bear, the

aperture is closed with stones and thorns,

and there the body may remain undisturbed
by any foe ‘eXceptman. - . -

. :Every reader of this:magazine has, I pre-
sutie, seen the common Water-Boatmen' in-
sects, which ‘are shaped'so much- like boats,

"of them
possess sharp, strong, beaks,: capable of pene-’
Arating the-human skin, and, depositing in
the wound "4 ‘poisonous sccretion, ,.'“'Tlich
caiises a ‘dull throbing pair lasting for several
‘hours, .. . . : . t
... There ave many.species of Water-Boatmen
but those which belong to_the genus Corixa,
‘and.can’ be kndwn' by ‘the flattencd ends of
their .bodies, have the sharpest beaks, the
most virnlent poison, and consequently are
the most noxious when handled. Even in

i:{ England ‘these Corix’ areapt to be rather

unpleasant insetts; but'there are some parts
of Mexico . where. ‘the {lakes swarm with
Corixie of very much larger dimensions than
-any Britishspecies, L '
Yet ' these insects, noxious as we might
‘think them, are very useful to the compar-
atively uncivilized natives, who eat, not the
Carixam, but their eggs. Co

“At the proper time of the year thenatives
sink laige bundles of reeds in the water. Tn

a week or two the reeds are thickly covered
with Corixa eggs, whichare seraped off and
the reedsreturned to the water. In fact the
Corixa is treated very much like the mussel
inthe French breeding beds.  The eggs, after
beingscraped off, are pressed into cakes, which
are cooked and-used for consumption, under
the name of “haoutle.” o

" Bven the dread mosquito, the only insect
which a savage can have an excuse for rank-
ing as noxious, is really of direct value to
‘some savage tribes.

Livingstone mentions that the shores of
the Lake Nyassa swarm with mosquitocs.
The Iate Mr. Baines told me that no one who
has not seen the mosquito swarms that Lang
on the banks of these A frican lakes, can {urm
even a conception of their multitude. "They
fill the air 5o that they seem to he an atmost
solid mass. : If alamp be lighted, they put
it ¢ut by séttling on in, while the hum' of
their wings is almost like the roaring of the
sea in the ears of a diver, .

Vet the natives can utilize cven these ter-
rible ‘pests, which are so venomous that not
even a mule could stay on the banks of the
lake and live through a night. .But the mos-
‘quito never seems to travel to any great dis-
(tance from the water in whiclr+ 1t passed
through its previous stage of existence, and
the natives can avoid iiﬁ)y sleeping in spots
far removed from the water’s edge.

They do more than this ; they sweep the
mosquitoes into large bags, press them to-

sether and form them into cakes, just as is
'éone with the eggs of- the Corixa, These
cakes go by the name of “kungo.” They
are circular, about cight inches in_diameter,
and an inch of so in thickness. " When eaten
they are saidl to hear some resemblance to
caviare in flavor.

" Before quitting this part of the subject, we
must not iose sight of the fact that none of
the so-called noxious inseets, even though
they cause direct annoyance to man, were
created for that purpose.  Take, for example,

] the mosquito swarms above ‘mentioned.

Man is not the normal food of the mosquito,
which canand does mainiain existence with-
out ever seeing a human being. But when
mai presents himself in the tract already in-
‘habited by the 1nosquitoes, he becomes an
intruder and has to suffer the penalty of his
intrusion.

I mentioned at the beginning of this essay
that the noxiousness of insects'is in direct
ritio to the civilization of the men whom
they anmoy. .

In the uncivilized days of England the
carrot, the turnip, the asparagus, the cabbage,
the celery, and other garden plants, were
mere weeds, and, in consequence, the insects
which fed on them were unheeded by man.
Our semi-savage predecessors could find no'
fault with the cabbage caterpillars, with the
turnip grub, the celery fly, or the asparagus
beetle, simply because the plants on which
they fed had not been brought into cultiva-
tion, and their destroyers could not he ranked
among noxious insects.

Then there comes the question of counter-
balaneing qualities. »

Take the bee. A child who is ignorant of
the character of the bee, seizes it, is stung,
and has very good reason for considering it
as a very noxious insect.

Aftetward, when he learns that the bee
furnishes the sweet honey which tickles his
palate, he pardons the sting which has hurt

swim ‘on’ their keel-shaped backs,” and ‘us¢'
:('their *Tong hind legs as oars. - All

hishand. He haslearned one of the cotinter-
balancing qualities of a noxious insect. "'As
he increases in ‘knowledge and civilization,
ke learns that the wax, which asa child-he
would, have flung aside. after drajning it of
the honey, is by far 'the more valuable pro-
et of the tivo,’and that some of'the‘arts—
metalistatuary, for example—could not be
conducted withoutit. =, . - =

Take the'silkworne. ~ It destroys the leaves
of the mulberry-tree, and'injures the crop of
fruitavhiclh nian wants for himself, so that to
a race of men sufliciently civilized to culti-
‘vate the mulberry-tree, it would be classed
among the noxigus ingects. ' :

‘But-further knoilédge abont the habits of
the creature enables-thankind tounderstand
its counter-balancing qualitiesand so although
the silkworm consumes far more mulbérry
foliage than' it 'did when' it “was considered
meréiy;as a noxious inscct, we have learncd
to compare. the value of the:silk which it
produces with. that of :the leaves which it

evours, and prize the silkworm as a source
of national wealth.—J. G. Wood, in Good
Words.. o ‘ !
. ——— ‘
WORTH KNOWING. !
. Keep saltin a dry place, l

Keep yeast in wood or glass. {

Keep freslt lard in tin vessels.. . ;

Keep preserves and jelliesin glass. !

Keep meal and flour in a cool, dry place.

. Keep vinegar in wood, glass, orstoneware.

Sugar is an admirable ingredient in curing
meat or fish.

Crusts and pieces of bread should be kept
in an earthen jar, closely covered, in a dry,
cool place. :

Lard for paslr{ should be used as hard as,
it can be cut with a knife. . It should be cut
throughthe flour, and not rubbed. '

In boiling meat for soup use cold water
to extract the juices. If the meaf is wanted
for itself alone, plunge into boilMfg water at
once,

"~ To prevent meat from scorching during
roasting place a hasin of water in the oven,
Tlhe steam. generated prevents scorehing and
makes the meat cook better. ) .

Broil steak without salting., Salt draws.

the juices in cooking. It is desirable to
keep these in, if possible. Cook over a
hot five ; tum frequently, searing on both
sides. .Place on aplatter ; salt and peppér to
taste, . .
. Beef that has a. tendeuncy, to be ‘tough can
be made very palatable by stewing gently for
two hours with pepl)er and salt, taking out
about a pint of the liquor when half done,
and letting the rest boil into the meat. "Brown
the meat mn the pot.  After taking up, make
a gravy of the pint of liquor saved.—Fioral
Cubinet. :

D — ———— .
THE CHEAPEST MEDICINE.

The cheapest. medicine is sleep. It re-
lieves Jangor, cures restlessness, uneasiness,
sud irritability ; it will remedy heab-ache,
and teeth-ache, and back-ache, and heart-
ache ; it cures sorrow and nervouseness, and
will make heavy burdens seem light, and
great trials look very $mall. .

When weary we should sleep.  To vesort
to stimulants is suicidal ; what weary men
and exhatisted women and nervous and peev-
igh children need is sleep. Many a person
dies for want ofit, and the point’ where many
a sufferer turns hisback froni the'Very gates
of death to the open path of life is the point
where he'sinks into s}eep. o

No matter how hard a nian fnay Work, if,
he can get good sleep, and feel ¥efreshed and
rested 1n the morning ; hut when the ‘nights
ave restless and the morning finds s still
wcar{r, it is time to stop and rest.. - And for
people to take tea and coffec and tobdeco and
stimulants to keep them gwake, is 10 drive
away their best friend, and biing on" them. |
selves untold sorrows, when they shall seek
in vain for that sleep which they have so
madly driven away. Do not be defrauded
of your proper amount of sleep ; retire carly,
breathe pure air, aveid all stimulants, nsing
nothing to banish slumber. God “giveth His
beloved sleep.”—The Christian. '

—_—

ARSENIC IN COLORINGS.

It is now well understood that arsenic-is
extensively used in the dyeing of cloth, and
in the pigment of wall-papers, and that it
has given rise to many Instances of severe
poisoning. In the former case the poison is
mainly absorbed by the skin. In'the:latter;.
wmicroscopic particles float in the air of the
room and are inbaled. One effect of “thus

o v
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receiving it inte the system is to destroy the
red blood corpitscles and thus. diminish the
-nutrition of-the yerve-centres. . E

. Tl following'ls astriking but typical casc,
‘and has additional interest fromt the glimpse
it gives nslof the considerate character of the

present Queen of England,

'A gentleman’

eriployed Dy the latter to do

'| a piece of work asfurnished & room in the:

palace. . Though-it was well warmed and
every way comfortable; he found himself
quite chilly after retiring, and at length his.
teeth began to chatter.  Attempting o 1ise

to get a large Spanish cloak to throw over |

bim, he was unable to-move, and he began
to De-affected with a sevére - and peculiar.

ain,. He'finally. fell asleep from sheer ex-

augtion, o v : .

:-In' the morning, he moticed for the first
tinie that the walls of the room were covered
with. a brilliant green paper. The truth at,
once flashed én his mind. On-getting out
of bed he staggered likea drunken man, and
it was with difficulty he could dress. The-
fresh’ air-soon restored hinu, o ’

The, Queen, on learning the state of the
case, had apicce of the paper analyzed.” It,
I}rovéd to be highly arsenical. * At once she
iad the paper stripped from every room in:
the: place. o SR :

- Maes. Higeins? REcIpE FoR UNFERMENT-:
Ep Wine.—To five pounds of grapes, aften
they have been nicely picked over, washed
andcrushed, add three pints of soft water. Let
thein boil a few minutes in a porcelain Kettle,
then hang in a coarse cloth to drain.  When
the juieels all drained out, add two pounds
granulated or loaf sugar. Let this come to.
a boiling point, carefully removing the scum.
that may arise. When this is done, put the
juice into- clean bottles while hot, and cork.

them with new corks. Asit cools tighten

the corks by pressing them down hard ; then
eover with plaster of Paris, webt with cold
water to a paste and keep in a cool place.
This wine will not be injured by scalding
the second time. Cover the bottles we
in a cloth wet with warm water to keep the
juice from breaking them whilehot, or while
the hot juice is being put into them. We
use the Concord grape, and Hartford Prolific.
Tt would be wellto put the wine into bottles:
that hold about the amount used for a single
service.—Waterville Minn. ‘ :
Tus semi-annual oiling of furniture tends
to give walnut a darker-and richer look, and
renews its polish. - Any housekecper who
has never tried this simple proeess is advised
to do so, and note how quickly all the white
spots and blemishes disappear. No matter
how old and much abused chairs and ‘tables
are, try it upon them. Ten cents! worth of
oil, mixed with a little rotten stone, which

may be had at any druggist’s, will be ‘suffic-

ient to polishthe furniture of a large dwell-
ing. Apply a little at a time with asmall
flannel cloth, and rub until dry “and smooth.
with alarger piece, and finish with dry rotten
stone. To clean marble mantles, take one part
of powdered chalk, one part pulverized pum-
ice stone, and to parts of commmon soda, mix
with water, and rub well the whole surface,
then wash with soap and water, and you will
find allstaing removed. :
ProMrrNess AT Mreans.—Punctuality: ab
meals, and especially at. breakfast, on the
part of all the members of the household, has
a great deal to do with good 6rderand com-
fort throughtheday. - Nobody has axight to
_ fﬁshly in a half-hour more of sleep
in the morning, ifthus the work of thie house
i pnt back and delayed. Take thehalf-hour,
if you need it, by going to bed  earlier, and
thus occasioning no inconvenience. This
does not apply to old people or invalids, who
need all the sleep they can get, but to young,
strong and'lazy people. No fad should ever
need to be called twice in the wmorning.
Neither should a young Jady expect to have
three or four knocks at her door before she

chooses to arise.

To PrEVENT dust 1ising from -a carpet
when being swept, sprinkﬁ: coarse dry.salt
over it, Ifthecarpetis much soiled, rub the
salt well into the fibers with the broom ;then
give a thorough Sweeping, going over the

-| work several times. * Salt 13 better than tea-’
grounds, as it brightens the colorsand sweet- |

cns the room,

, . Buack  Bricks.—The black bricks now
employed in the ornamentation of buildings
are Prepared by dipping them in coal tar, the
quiality of the bicks taken heingthe somo
as those used in other parts of the building.
Black mortaris made by mixing with Jamp

black, C
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