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AUDIT TYRANNUS ANXIUS.

Alarm'd, the jealous tyrant hears
That lo ! the king uf kings appears;
Or Israel, David’s heir foretold,
Now born the sov'reign sway to hold,
¢ And shall that babe our race exclude?
4 Haste, slave, he cries in frantic mood =
¢ Let ne’er thy sword male infant spure?
¢ Sure ho the fate of all must share.”?
Ah} what avails th’ atrocicus deed,
By guilty Herod thus decreed ?

. Alone, *mid all the carnage spraad,
He shuns unhurt the murd®rous dlade.

To Jesus, from a virgin sprung,
Be glory giv'n and praises sung !
The like 10 God, the Father, be,
And Holy Ghost, eteraal.y!

THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION DEMONSTRATED
DIVINE.

CUHAPTER XXXIV.

Cuarrer xxiv, Vease 23.—And taking up his para-
dle again, he said: Alas! who skall live, when God
shell do these things? This exclamation shews the dis-

tance of the events foreseen.

Verse 24.—% Thoy shall come in galleys from Italy.
‘They shall overcome the Assyrians, and shall waste the
Hebrews ; and at the last, they themselves shatl perish.”

Cuarrer xxv.—We sce in this chapter, from the ris
gor with which God punished the {ornication uf his people
with the doughtors of Midiau, how detestable the sin of

Jmpurity is in his sight.

Cuarter xxvii, Verse 12— And God said to Mo-
#ts: goup into this mountain, Abarim, and view from
thence the land which I will give to the children of Is.

Tael.?

Moses and Aaron hadoffended God by theirdiffidence
shewn i his word to them, when he bady Moses smite
the rock with his rod and thus bring forth water from
He had been

it, to quench the thirst of the multtude.
merely bidden 1o smite the vock 5 but, as if doubting, he
smote it once and again:—Numb. xx, 11.  Therefore,
he, and his brother Aaron, who shared io the diffidence,
were deprived of the happiness of entering the promised

land, towards which they had been conducting the ctilda

ren of Isracl.—Dieut, xlix,
But under the veil of this- prohibitioa there is a mys-
tery concealed.  Mbses and Aaron, represented the au-

into the prefigured and true Iand of promise, the king-
dom of heaven. They who enter that land, must pass
the Jordon (1n baptism) under the command of the pre-
figured Joshua, or Jesus, the Saviour, and fight and con-
quer under his banner. This is the one whom Moses
begs *the Lord would provide to be over his people 3 to
go out and in belore them 5 to lead them out, and bring
them in; lest they should be as sheep withouta shep-
herd.” ‘The prayer of Moses was that of all the just in
the synagogue, whom he here represents, and by whom
the promised Messinh was cvar anxiously desired and
expected.  Joshua is therefore chosen by Almighty God,
us all those must be, who are duly appointeu to conduct
his people, and commissioned in the presence of all by
Moses, who, laying his hands on kis head, repeated all
things that the Lord had commanded. ‘Fhus are still
consccrated the lawful guides of God’s people, and shep-
herds of Christ's one-fld, very unlike our moderan, self
sent, reformers, These enter not in by the door into
the foll; but climb up another wvay; and are styled by
our Saviour thicves and robbers.~John x, 1.

After what has been premised on the several sacrifi-
ces and their accompanying rites, it were needless to
dwell uny longer on those enumerated and commanded
in the two following chapters 3 ns their meanings have
already been generally explined.

In the next chapter God sanctions vows, and directs
how thoy ure to be made. If they are now unlawful,
as protestants pretend, let them shew in all the scripture,
when or where God ever abolished them, I came not,
snys our Saviour, to abolish, butia fulfil the law.—
Matt. v. 17.

CuarTer xxxii.—The tribes of Reuben and Gad,
and he half tribe of Manasses, who obtained their in-
heritance on the ncar side of the Jordon, and before
crossing it with Joshua, represent those of the people of
God, who, before the coming of our Saviour, and his
institution of baptism, werc saved, without that saera-
ment.  Such, however, received their desired portion
only on condition of fighting with the rest of their breth-
ren, under the command of Joshua, till all their enemices
were subdued. This was spiritually done by the just in
the synagogue, who, believing in the Saviour 1o come,
and practicing those virtues, which he afterwards more
fully and clearly inculeated ; were joined in fadn and
practice with those who, under tho rea! Joshua, passed
the Jordon, and defeated their enemies.  In other words,
the seligion of the Jews and the religion of the Christ-
ians are the same religion : as in both, the same God
was worshipped ; the same virtues were inculented 5 the
same sins {orbidden ; the same Saviour was looked up
to. The whale hope of the synagogue was in the Sa-
viour to come. The whole hope of the Christian
Church, is in the same Saviour, who has come, The
only difference between them—and a fatal one for the
Jews—is that, as was foretold : these last disowned und
rejected the Saviour whencome; and the christians ac-
knowledged and received him. The Jews clung to the
prefiguring rites: the christians to the fulfilment 1n the
Saviour’s institutivn.

Crnarrer xxxili, 9.— The lweloe fountains of walers,
and seventy palm trees, round which the Israelites en-
camped, are considered as prefiguriog the twelve apos-

tues, and waste all-their high places; cleansing the
land, and dwelling in st 3 for I have given it to you fora
possession.”

God, the arbiter of life and death ; and the just judge
and punisher of the wicked, who can use what instru-
ment of his vengeance he pleases,orders his peonle to de-
stroy the inhabitants of Canaan, the measuie of whose
iniquity was full. Every body acquainted with history
knows, what murderous use the first relormers made of’
this order given by God to his people 10 root out and
destroy the Canaanite, the IHethite the Jebusite the Ama-
lecite, &c., and how, like the devil tempting Christ, they
turned the sacred text to suit their own selfish views,
and forward their iniquitous purposes, to exterminate
the Catholics, whom they denounced as an idolatrous
and accursed race, and establish themselves the sclf-
styled people of God, in their stead. They udopted the
order, as addressed to themselves ; and acied upon it to
the utmost extent of their power. Who has not heard
of tue furious harangues of a [foha Knox, that true son
of Apolluon, the destroyer, and ot the demolishing deeds
of his fanatical followers. In every corner of Scotland,
oncoe a respected kingdom, fromn the ruins of so mauny
churches, abbeys, monasteries, and nunaeries, tho hal-
lowed baunts of piety and Jearning; the asylumsof the
peaceful followers of Christ; the very stones-thcanseloes
¢ery out against him and his desolating maniacs. . Con-
template next on scripture authority the ruthless war-
waging covenanters. ,Next the bloody horrors of the
Cromwellian usurpation ; the civil massacres of fellow-
christains and fellow-countrymea—all based upon scrip-
ture, interpreted to the aggressor’s sole account.  Need
we mention the same perversion and profanation of the
most holy word of God, still practiced in the swearing
dens of the Orange blood and plunder boys? They are
the champions commanded to oot out the Popish Ama-
leckite. To them zlone is justly due the inheritance of
the Catholic forfeited soil. O} the durkest page in Bri-
tish history, and for which some duy, our posterity will
blush, is that which details in our island the rise and
progress of the Reformation. But where has it not cau-
sed equal horrors at its very earliest appearance 2—
Without describing the scenes of desolation cuused in
the South of France by the Albigences ; the rebellious
wars of the Anabaptist fanatics; or the civil commotions
raised in Germany by the new and never heard of doc-
trines of Huss and Wicklifie: let us only refiect on
what human blood was spilt in France in the wars raised
by tho retel Hugonots 5 ana then let us not altogether
condemn those sovereigns, who thought it necessary to
tnke measures to exclude {rom their dominions the deso-
lating mania of self taught scriptural interpretation, and
a doctrinal or dogmatizing, nota moral, reformation.

CuArTeER Xxxv, Verse 32.—% The banished and fu-
gitives, at the death of the High Priest,” were allowed
10 return to their own cities. By the death of our High
Priest, Jesus Christ, we are sot {ree, and allowed to re-

tnrn to heaven, our final home, and-the paradise, from
which we were banished for our original transgression.

thorities in tho Jewish dispensation, or the Synagogue,
which wus not fit to introduce the spintuai Israclites

iles, and the first disciples.

Verse 52.—*¢ Destroy all the inhabitants of that land.

Beat down their pillars, and break in picces their stas'

Cuarter xxxvi. 3—*And all women shall ake hus-
bands of the same tribe,”” &o. Thisshows that in the
gencalogy given by the Evangelists of Joseph’s pedigree,
L that of his virgin spouse, and of her divine Son, the Sa-
viour, is deduced from Abraham and David.

END OF KUMBERS.



