HE CATHOLIC.

many, whether {rom babit or for appearance sake,
approach to it once in the year; tepidity and
thoughtless indifitrence accompany their approach;
nay, shameful to say! but too ofien appear in those
who officiate at the altar. For, where do we find
the minister seized with fear and trembling? To
judge from the precipitation ofsome, and the cold
formality ofothers, it willbe diflicult 10 believe that
they even think of their exalted ministry, of the
divine victim they are about to offer for the salva-
tion of the people, and of that divine turnace which
they hold in their hands, and  which is abeut to
pass to their Leart, without enkindling a flame

¢ Lnow not what impression the above extracts’
may have made upon you. The inpressions they
made upon me were such as [shall now candidly
declare.  In the first place, T become covered withi
confusion: in them I read my own condemnation '
and also that of thc great proportion of cniholicsi
ofthe presentday.  How lively said I to myself,
is the faith of these fivst christians, who lived near,
the times of revelation and its accompanying pro-
digies! how feeling is their convietion of the truth,
and divinity ofits dogmas! how strongly do they
express this their belief! with what piety and holy
ar do they approach to partake of the sacred |
miysteries,  How do they labour to keep themsel- i thercin?  Unlortunate people! and more unfortu-
vos ina fit slate to apprroach! and how eager arc’|nate pastors! whenee comes 1his universal degra-
liey to return again to the heavenly banquet! ;.I.«Iuliou.’ I know full well the cause, and in spite of
They scem no longer to-belong to the earth; they 'ithe pretentions of the age, I shail not hesitate to
fead the life of angels; riches, henors, pleasures, alil ;ilny it to our profound ignorance.  We appreciate
that can flatter the senses of man, they desnise and ;;nnly the knowiedge of the things that pass, and
swsake. Neither sufferings, nor torments, nor! view with apathy those thingsthat never passa-
death seem to affect them @ their aim and object fwny. Our judgment, taste, inelination, and our
are clernify and heaven @ good works, pure mor- | whole life, are one system of positive evror, reach-
als, prayer and a-frequent use of the sac mienis i i with fatal consistency trom the cradle 10 the
are the neans they employ to arrive thithei.  And)igrave O curve in terras anime et celesiivm inanes!
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belief so simple as (l)t’iré, and which, according te
them, had heen taught by the apostles and their
disciples in all nations, toa perigetly contrary be-
lief,to inconceivable dogmas,whic: bad been hither
to unheard of, & which suddenly plunged the werld

;inlo a new and abominable idolatry, By whatmeans

§ at what precise time could this prodigious change
take place? Would it be at the time when the litur-
gies were committed to writing? or would it be be.
fore that time ? But they were 1-0t written allatonce: -
there was no generalorder given for bringing them
to light ; there was not, neither could:there have
been, any agreement or understanding amongst
those who compiled them. A thousand clamours
would have been raised against the unfaithfulauthors
of a first liturgy ; a thousand reclamations would
hiave echoed from every side against interpolations -
so serious and notorious. If we call to mind the
zeal of 8t, Cyprian against those who did not mix
water in the chalice, we shall be able to judge of
the reclamations that would have been raised
;against more essentiol innovations at a time when.
‘as St. Jerome said, the blood of Jesus Christ was
still sinoking, and the newly enkindled faith was

¢
s degenerate ofspring of o Lioly a race, how do' What will be thie termination of this irveligious dis-
we behave? Tepid and slothful inheritors ni'llmirf;nrder, and fo what this abuse ofour reasen will
e and beliet, we scarcely possess a shadow oficonduct us, I know not: but, it is iImpossible not o
tieirvirtues. The time and thoughts of the gen-j veinember that aceordiag to the word of God the|
evality of christians are occupied with the pleasures i extinetion ofali faith is ene indication of the appro-!
awd afbiivs of this world.  Incredulity in some, siut |jsching close of this terrestrial world.
il’:‘\“}'}’ of l‘:llilh i’il l){h(,‘l:S, indil?brenc':) in :ﬂl'l‘.n:(st :_lll, i IIaving thus lamented cur fallen state, T turned
oo Sy, pracicl ehitonts vy thovghis upon he vaious protestant scitio,
sacred blerby many it is entively  abandoned; 'fa““ comparing “]e“' b("‘_‘ei wuh‘thc belef of the
.- |fiest ages, I was siczed with astonishment and pity.

L

bady of thy Christ, and this wine for 1]
bload of thy Christ, for the remission of
<verlastiny.”

Doctor tivabe had composed two liturgies. One

sins and life |

l,cd, that men should announce to the world a re-
:iligious reformation with the plausible and alluring:
af thom is in Greck, andin it are tonund (these ;pro:uisc of restoring the primitive faith and fervour,
T PR . .
wardsg: ¢ i‘mz“.r us, O merciful Father! we _lznm- “whilat at the same tiine they commence the woil,,
Biy b’"“i""ﬁ" t.vscc;.ﬂsenld ""‘”}f u‘)" Hr)l'_',' SP”"l,"“ thy crasing from the calalogue of faith that vehich
aud these gifts here offered, and make this' - 2

aread the precious body of thy Christ, and what is | the pu.mi.\c’ng: b:"““‘ and practiced as ‘?’OS‘

27 And holy and sublime!  Tor, most assuredly, the litur-
althe communion- * May the body of cur Lord '|eies wiilten in the fift

0 the cup, the precious blood of thy Chui:
e th contnry present us with thos

oy st defivered {for . f) | . . . .
- ";3):1 "‘l:~i‘ ‘L’;:l‘;f‘(‘:hf;“si’c’e) (if“"]‘:"“i‘cr) PIeserve tegsanticl prayers,which th. Lishops and pricsts of
v soul and bod ¢ &c.) to il everbsting’

way tha Blood of Jesus Christ, shed for me (thee,) !

2

_preceding ages repeated from memory at the altar.
sarve my sonland body tolife cverlasting?? ,Some widing variations in ke expression, in the!
Fang Lilurgy containedalso a prayerfor the dead. arras ent of the prayers,2ad inthe disposition of
Guthe Jaglish liturgy there was this praver:itle vites and ceremonies: clearly shew that they:
P sl ~ 1 HEY sy H
| Youchzaie, O wy God, tobless and sanctisy, by were not written by the apestios: but the complete
iy wordand t Spirit, t reatuves, this' . ) : . . .
y wordand thy Spirit, these thy creatuics, l“".::md universal agreciment of the liturgies pointing!
M
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breadand wine, that they may becom: for us the \ - !
budy and blood of thy very dear Son.”” out to us, through ihe whole christian world, the
3

Whiston’s liturgy, printed at T.andon, 1713,°0blation, he victim, the unbloody sacrifice, the in-|
halds the same language, (See Plaitus Sencti) vocaiinn for efiecting the change of substance, the
Pt cari J, 3 . Jialy | . . . .
dreneei seripta anecdota. In 1716, many Fnglish {adepation which foilows it together wiih the real:

Aind Scoteh entered into a compact 1o unite them- . : R, .

salves to the oriental church, zni\d establisha perii- spresence, &C' can proceed but fmm one and .tho
culaw rite. 'Two years afterwards, they printed at 'j5aile cause, a cause equally obligatory and im-
Loudon, 1718, a lilurgy in English, in which are perative upon all, in shert, {rom one and the same
:!:‘fﬁy?f:‘(}:& :3};: ﬁ:g‘;“'ef;i‘ha“kg f"]'-' ‘;"h“i“:;’g jgaposlu‘.ical institution.  Indeed, if the agostles had
is heve e ¢ sacrifice.— own t " v

iloly Spirit, the witness ofr{héepassiit‘:‘ 1)#" 0‘1:: S:l}- ;pwt tought by their word & f::\.xmp]e that these dog-
viour Jesus, on this sacrifice, that He may make'{mas should be cxpressed in the celebration of the
this bread the body of thy Christ.””  All this is, in- | sacrad mysterics, how comes it that they are fonnd
deed, so much homage paid to the apostolicity of

our public liturgy: but of what avuil were all these |
feeble altempts? Ttis neither by clubs and asso-
cintions, nor by piece-
of fruth isregained.
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jin all the liturgics as soon as they appear? Let the
iadvocates of a figurative presence and of a real ab-
meal, that the deserted path ysence tell us, if they can, at what time, and in

{iwhat manner mankind could bave passed {rom a

370

12 precious:iIs it possible, have I a thousand times excluim- ||

|
i
!

| Alexandria.

burning in the hearts of the faithful. Tt would
jhave been the duty of every bishop and priest
‘loudly to condemmn an attempt of such a nature ;
'silenee, in such circumstances, would have been a-
icrime. Every patriarch and metropolitan would
‘have published the ancient liturgy of Ins Church to -
stiflc these revolting novelties in their birth ; and
we should have possessed at this day a multitude of
contrary liturgies. It cannot be -doubted that the
Fathers of Ephesus and Chalcedon would have
'proclaimed the legilimate trndition, have sup-
ipressed the authority of the faise liturgies, and
confirmed those that were authentic and truc.

Ve shall be obliged therefore to suppose (hat
the change must have talten place before the puli-
lication of the liturgies.  Rut, name what Churcl:
yeu please, it is impnssible to conccive that such a
change could have been effected during the inter
val between the time of the apostles and the com -
mitment of the liturgies fo writing. We will, ir
you picase, take as an example the Church of
About the year 328, we find Fiu-
mentius leaving thal cily and carrying with him a
copy of the liturgy for the purpose of ce ebrating 1t
in the centre of Abyssinia. This copy, transcribedd
by the order and under the inspection of Athanas-

l'iug, must bave heen revised by him and found

conformable to that which was in use in his churceh.
to that which numerous venerable pricsts of his

clergy had constantly recited at the altar for fifly
or sixly years, and which they had learned from
their predecessors the moest advanced in years ; al-
ready we find that the very first links of this chain
bring us to tho times of St. Clement, who died in
this Church about the year 215, and St, Clement
assurcs us that in his time there were still survi..
ving some of those, who had immediately succeed -
ed the apostles, Where are we to place this anti-
apostolical change ina chain so closely and sa.




