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Froc the Catbolie Advocate.
HISTORY
Of the life, works and doctrines of Cal
vin, by Mr. Audin, Knight of the or-
der of 8t. Gregory the G: zat, member
of the Academy and literary circle ¢f
Lyone, of the Tiberine Academy of
Rome, of the Academy of the Catholic

banished, they soon re-entered France
with an ardour fur proselytism, increased
by ‘he sufferings they hnd endured in ex-
ile.  Was a passage read to them from the
bible, wherein the apostle recommends
obedience to the civil authority ?  T'hey
exhibited their father in Christ, at the
Diet of Worms, hurling his defiance at

.

garded merely ns a literary production,
gavo him soma celebrity, and made him
known to the learned world. He roceive
ed various felicitations,

*¢ Bucer, Capite, Qlcolumpndius con-
gratulated tho writer: Calvin had, in
September of 1532, from Noyon, uddres-
sed a copy to Bucer then ot Straisbourg.

Religion of the same city, §¢. New
edition, revised and coriected. Paris.
1843

{coerinren.)

At Paris, in the bookstore of Ltienne
de la Furge, an ardent Lutleran, John of
Noyon, assembled his hearers, and enters
tained them with his discourses. Adopt-
" ing the same principle as maintained by
Luther, that ** he had God with him,” le
inflimed his disciples with burning ¢eal
for the new gospel.  From these clandes.
tine night meetings issued forth a tribe of

impromptu prophets and missiouaries, who | agitated by heresy, else, it might have,
undertouk 1o regenerate the faith of fifteen | Shown, at that veryghour p:or Carlstads,
Thence weat forth docturs | flying from Luther’s anger, and obliged to

without knowledge, Levites without sou.! leave Saxony, rnd go 10 beg his bread,

centurics.,

tag, transformed iato apostles by the
breath of Calvin.  To these, no principle
of religion or society, was sacred, and they
railed cqually agaianst the prorogatives of
the alar and of the state.  In many of the
towns of France they excited trouble and
dissensions, and rendered it necessary for
the civil avthority to repress their fanatical
zeal.

‘* Before the magistrates they were full
of pride, in prison, they were placidly se-
Tene; they believed themselves called by
God, and inspired with his word. Calvin,
at Paris, had founded a small church where
‘he preached by night, with closed doors,
attacking tradition inits Catholic organs,
faith in its mysteriovs dogmas, the church,
in the papacy, society. inits religious
form, and thus he assailed the consti-

tion of the counuy, its worship and its
laws. Pasquier presents him **in the midst
of his bouks and his studies, with a nature

agitating with the greatest possible energy.
for the progress of hissect. We some-
times behold, says he, our prisons crowded
with poor abused people, whom, without
having aczess to them, he exhorted, con-
soled, and strengthened by letters, and he
was in no want of messengers to whom
the doors were open, in spite of the - ilis
gence and precautions of the jaolers. Be.
hold the process by which he succeeded
in the bepinning 1o gain, by degrees, a
part of our France; so that, aftera long
period of time, secing the bearts of men
prepared for his efforts, he wished 10 take
further measuresd, and sent some ministers,
who were called by us preachers, to ex-
otcise his religion in sccret, even in our
city of Paris, whera the fires were kindled
against them.” (1,

At first government had recourse to me-
naces: menaces wereuscless : it employ~
ed the prison : the prisun converied no-
budy. The Lutherans, in pamphles des-
seminated by night, devoted the magis-
trates to tho indignation of the people,
their judges 1o the execretion of posterity,
the prince to the wrath of the Lo:d, the
papisis to cternal flames.  Wero they

1. Pasquier; recherches sur la France,
lih, § poge 706,

the Iimperor and at the diffment orders, | The person, who was charged with pre-
and preferring rather to obey Gud than i senting it 10 Bucer was a poor young
man.  Luther, in their eyes, was a new | man, suspectod of ana-baptism, and was
Paul, whose word was to deliver the world (fAymng from Fraace. Calvin's letter of re-
from the daikness of superstition. f told | commendativn is (ull of meek comipassion
that Luther was condemned by the 1loly My doar
See, they answered, by reciting some | Bucer,” he writes, * you will not be deaf
verses in Latin which had traversed thete my pravers, you will have regard 0,
Rbme: ¢If Luther is guilty of hemsy,‘my tears ; I beseech you comas to the aid
Christ must be condemned.” The magis- | of the proscribed, bo a father to the or-
tracy, for the most part, must have been | phan.*’
ignorant of what occurred in the countrs | **This was sending the sick tra sad
physician; Bucer, by wras Catholic, Lu-
theran, Anabapiist, Zuinglian. Besides,
wherefore this prosolytism of a moral
cure? Tho exile was anabaptist by the
same title that Calvia was predestinatian,
wotrd, and tried to introduce a new doctrine|in virtue of a textof scripture: ** Go,
into the refoimed world » whoever shall believe, and be Laptized,
¢ Recourse was had to violence : stakes, shall te saved.” The anabaptists bes
were fixed, and some fanatics who perish-' lieved in the inefficacy of baptism, with-
ed were eulogised as mortyrs! Credu-| out faith manifested by an exterior act;
lous souls, and more worthy of pity than' but was not Calvin, at that moment, as
of anger, who thought 10 gair. heaven by lmuch to be pitied as the snabaprist 2 Ile
apestacy, and died juyous for the gloriﬁca~,‘ also doubted, interrogated bis bible, and
tion of a letter they did not understand, | believed he had d.scovered the sense of
and in behalf of which notone of Calvin’s! words which no intelligencoe before had
successors would to day shed a single drop’ beea able 10 seize.  Wiat then was the
of blood! For the Christ made after!truth, a conquest of which inspired him
Calvin’s image, does notat thisday resems ' with such dread, that before propagating
ble the Thrist of certsin ministers of Ge- ' it, he must sell lis charge of the church
neva. The Christ of John of Noyon had ' of Pont-I'Eveque, and even his paternal
a double nature: he was God and man, inheritance 7
and the Christof the reformer’s success| In 1531, Calvin and his brother An
sors, is no more than a son of Adam, thony had united in giving to their brother
formed from the slime of the earth, and Charles Calvin. powers to vend the pro-

for the miseries of the sinner,

becauso le had trusted to the monk's
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The Socbonne and unwversity did not as-
sist at the diccourse, but only some Frau~
ciscans, who appeuared to bo scandshzed
by certain propositior.s ol the vrator, and
among others, by one concerning justificas
tion by faith wlonein Christ: mn olderior,
which, for many ages, has beea trailad
along in all the writings of hecetizs ; often
dead and resuscitated, and which Calvin,
‘n Cop's discourse, dressed outin tinsel,
1 or ler to give it some appearance of no-
velly.  But our Franciscans had sight and
hearing equally good ; they dutected th g
heresy easily, and denounced to the par~
liament the ovil sounding propositions,
which they had wken pains to note down
inwriting.  Cop was greatly onibarrassed
by his new glory; he had not expected so
auch noise.  Re, lowever, hold up well]
and convoked the university at the Ma-s
thurins. The Univer:ity rssembled in a
bady in order to julge the cause. Tiw
rector there commences 2 discourse, drawn
up by Calvin, and in which he formally
denies having preached the propasitinns
denounced, with the exception of one on«
ly, procisely the worst, that concerning
justification.  lmagine the tumult which
the oratorexcited! Scarcely could he
make himseIf heard, and ask merey.
The old Sorbonnists shuddered on their
benches. The unfortunate Cop would
have been seized, hiad he not nade his ess
cape 10 return na more.” (3)

It became known that the scholar of
Noyon wasthe author of the archers, un.
der Lieutenant John Morin, were sent af-
ter him to the College du Fortet, where
he lay concoaled.—Having intimation of
this, he effected his escape by a window,
and hid himself in the Foubourg St. Vie-
tor, at the house of a vine dresser,

“He changed Lis dress for 1he long
gown of the vinedresser, and placing u

only alile greater than Alexander or perty left thems by their deceased father.
Mahomet.” ! Sometime ater, he resigaed his Chapel
{de la Gesine to Anthony de la Marliere
CALVIN AN AUTIHOR. +fur a stipulated price, mediante pretio con~
Some Hugonots, who had fallen victims ventionis, and his church of Pom-l‘Evo-;
1o the troubles of the times, and who, by que, 1o Caim, for a similar consideration.
the outraged authorities, hiad Leen sulecte Up 1o this date he was fud by Catholics.
ed as a warniag to strike terior into others,
found a defender in Calvin, He seized caLviN aT Tue count o MARGARET—1Is
his pen, and gave his first book to the pubs’
lic.

—

v The storm was gathering : Calvin wish-
ed 1o expose 10 1s fury same other heal
than his own, and cliose that of Nicholas
Cop, rector of the Sorbunae, at Paris.
.Cop was a German of Bule, who was cap-
tivated with the s udent, hecause of his

* This work,” says Mr. Audin, ‘‘is
entitled De Clementia, being & pasaphrase
of a Litin writer of the epoth of the de-
cling of leiters. Moreover, this is the
first time that a commentator is ignorant
of the life of him whose work he publish-

cready speech, his aits of virtue, of scrips
es.

Calvin has confounded the two Sea-" .1 knowludge, his raileries against the
ecas, the father and son, the rhetorician .monks, and s ndicale of the Uamversity,
and the philosopher, of whom e hasmade ) 5 ¢ o, the rest ; he was a man of a dul|
but one literary personage, living a patii-
archial lifo of 115 vears.”

“We must pardon Varillas, for having
with sufficient bitterness, revealed this ¢

: lngical subjects, and woald have been much
better placed ia a refeciory than in a
"“:lcarncd body ;
tor of the biographer of Sencca the phi-
locopher, and umt grow angry,

at table, than in the pros
L

tfessor’s chai.  Cop hd to pronounce his
a3 do the {ycual discource on Al Saims day, in pres
historians of the reformation, against the 'g.nce of ¢ o Sorbounc.and the University.
proud words of the Freach historian. |, had recourse to Calvin, who set 10
\ Deatest: . . . g s .

Vhat | rolestant would not lm.vc duna the work, and “built iim up a discourse,”
same as Varillas, had tha mistake been. g,ys Beza, * un oration quie different

H e M .
committed by a Catholic. from thoso which were customary.” (2)
This wotk of Calvin, not unworthy of | ____
tho era of the revival of literature, if re-| 8. Bexa Hist. de Ecel.t. 1, p. 14,

)
cheavy wmind, undersiood uothing of theo-

wallet of white linen, and a harrow on his
shoulders, he took the road for Noyoe.
On the way he was met by a Canon of
that city, who was going to Paris, and
who recoznized the curate of Pont~I’Eve-
que under his disguise. ¢ Where are yoo
going, master John,” he deraanded, ¢ with
this beautiful accoutrement 3"

*Where God pleases,’ replied Calvin,

PSYGHOP ANNYCHIA. ,who begun 10 explain the reasons of his

disguise, * And nould yon not du better
to return to Noyon,' said the Canon, ¢ and
to God ¥ he added, looking at him with
sadness. Calvin was silent for a ma-
ment; thea taking the priest’s hand—
* Thank you,” said he ¢ but it is too late.
Calvin went 10 the court of Marga. et of
Nuvasve, who had sufficient ihfieence to
procure Ins reconcillation with the coprt
and umversity of Paris. It was the boast
of Fraucix Ist io be the patron of men of
letters, and Calvin, under this title, deserva
ed some consideration.
i “Theliule codrtof Nerac wagat that
:perivd the asylum of writers, who, like
Desperriere. ihera prepared their Cym-
dulum mundi 1 of gallant ladies who come
posed love tales, of which frequently-they
waro themselves the heroines; of poess
who exiemporized odes after the model of
Bez1; of clerks and other gentry of tho
Church, wha ridiculed ihe Virgin'and tha
Saints, and entertained packs of Ywnting
do.s, und courtezans ; of players swho hal

1

ey

come from Lialy, agd who, inihe Queen’s .

3. Hist. Unir. Par. auctora Batke, tou#'
vi, page 320. ) R



