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ind in the lintcrv of the Chutreh there, a progression from ngo to age. Con-
?irvativo in doctrine it i% true if, lias cvor bcon, but yet exhibiting a dovolopt-
inpnt ini chrietian lif'o and liberVy which ne barriorit have been able o arrest.
Fromn the year 1560 'whoen the firnt (uneral Afflenbly of the National RofOrrnied
(Ghirch of Scotlnnd miet., dowri v4 tho preseiit tivie, thore havo beon constant
stagee of' Preshyterian pges.Johin Knox and lIvs devoted bretrhren set up
thte polity; Mielivillo nnd hi$ no0 leksave and e'uring Goadjutors, finally and for
ever rid it~ of 1>rlatic olurnonts, and mnado it i reality tic Clîurch of Christ'.
pecople. In 1592, it lîad grown so inueli ii strangi tlmt the estates of parusa.
mient reeognised its (loOLines, and protected ite liberties by statute. Lt liad
stibsoquouttly a long battlo to figlît withl the misorable and contemptible dynasty,
Of the Stunrts ; but ovor prelatia perseutors and protonsions it tritnmphod ns it
Lîad done over the iniquities of thc Pnpacy. Worn out and wenried with h.s
e-OîutlîctQ, and nmany of its vottrans longing for rest and pence, it perrnittcd its;elf
to bo boguiled out of soine of its liberties at the rovolution settlement of 1088.
S-tili this settliîîent %vas uipoln te whole tho maintenance of has position of
Î592, with, if anything, a stop in advance of that. Thei Ohturch, hiowover, did
cranp itself and did Iilînit tb? people's just liberties by that settlemrent, and did
i, ot assert fo: 1: self ail tlîat it hiid a right to daim, as the frc Kingdom of God,
The requit of LhiL; compromise, and of the spirit wbich iL fostered, was the statute
Of 1711, restoring tIc absolute power of patrons wfiich ive eau nover thiink of
without regarding it as an aet of perfidy on the part of the Engliali parlussent.
Tliank God, lîovevei-, our Presbyterianisn nover embraced iLs chaies or recg-
niised the riglit of aîîy parliaînouît to interfère îvith its liberty. Lt protested, it
sgruînbled, it rcsisted, and it rebelled. Relief aud Secession Churchos arose ie rapid
,ý;îcessioin. Tiie Chiurcli finaliy aroused itsclf fromn Berwick on Tweed te Ultimo
Thutle, and resolved that iL must, be froc, and must nlot be lîindered, any longer
1 y political restrictions from oxpanding itself as a living Churcli of J eus Chirist.
The resuit of this bas been the secesqsion of a multitude of it:; adherentsq,-not
freux the conr*:ssion-uîot froni the polity-not from the worship, or ecclesiasti-
c'al practice cf' presbytcriauisrn-but froin tIe political adjunets and thraldom
iute whichi iL liad been brouglit by the Etastian tondencies9 of the English pro'
Indec Goveriiinent and Legisiature. Deny iL who may, this seesion lias been
as disruption of the Presbyterian Chiurch in Seotland. The p«rty of prvgrest
by this stop bas advanced towards the perfect liberty and life of tLe Chtireh.
The conservativo elemieut romains belîind. Conservative of the good old doc-
trine and polity ive grant, but yet couiservative aise of the civil clistiblitie8 under
'which, freni at least the year 17 11, the Chnrch has groancd and travailed as ih
birth. Wc doîukt believo tixat the party lefi bekind can stand long in its presenit
position. Thiere is a recuperative energy je the Cal vinistie Presbyterian Systei
in whiéli we have faith. Lt mnay be bent into abnorinal shapes, sLll it resistu.
Like a picc of gentuine whale boue, iL will endure longer than the cord that
birids and bendz, it, and it will one day, with an exulting snap, resume its norwu
rectitude.


