H

METHOD AND MANNER,

gults. Order and systom applied
from beginning to end will secure a
lodge egaingt much unpleasant fric-
tion, while the adoption of wise rules
and & rigid adherence thereto will
most surely be found conducive to
the harmony of brethren and the pro-
motion of the general inferests.

The Master of a lodge is largely re-
apongible for the order or disorder—
the system or the want of system—
-that oharacterizes the organization
over which he presides. If heis not
2 man of method, as well as ability
and energy, ha will lot mabters dnifs,
or he will attend to them in a fitful,
haphazerd sort of way, snd brethren
will soon find that they can form no
-calonletions as to the order of pro-
.ceedings. Lacking in method he will
not arrange for business and work
with due regard for fitness of time
and place, but rather will he mix one
thing with another antil all is in in-
extricable confasion. A Master of
this stamp will neither begin or close
promptly; sometimes he will allow
business and work to drag, and again
he will drive everything through at
railroad speed. He will be indiffer-
ent to many things required in the
way of preparation and cervice; he
will exercise litlle wholesome con-
straint upon his subordinate officars;
and the result will be poor work, to-
gothor with & disorderly condition of
affairs that effectually bars the way
$o progress.

Masonry is an institution that re-
cognizes order as an inseparable ad-
junot to its own life and movements.
In no other organization are there so
mmany rules laid down, and so many
definite lines of activity end Limits.
tion run out.

Evidently there musct be method in
the unfolding of Masonry and the ap-
plieation of its principles gnd in the
porformance of the servirg it enjeins.
To understand the right method and
to prestice it requires much e and
thoaght, together with come good de-
oves of montal end moral ealighten-
geont, Upon the Maator resis tho

ohief responsibility, 2d we have eaid,
but the members of & lodge can them-
selves do much towerd ensuring en
orderly course of procedure. By
showing a disposition in favor of syz-
tem and order and punctuality, they
can perhaps stimulate the Master to
attend to that which otherwise he
would have neglected, and prevent
him from drawing the lodge into
those loose, careless ways, for which
1is has such manifest tendeneies.

And manner is no less important
than method. It is the manner of
exoonting a plan, of applying rules
and making expression of s defined
purpose, that goes far toward cloth-
ing the right method with practicak
efficiency. It is the way in which &
matter i bandled that often fixés its
significance. Grace will always com-
mend and Doorishness alwsys repel.
Awkwardness on the par} of a Master
of a lodge 18, to say the least, & mis~
fortune; but when there is not only
want of grace, but want of courtesy,
displayed by the incumbent of tha
Oriental ehair, the disagreeable man~
ner bacomes a just cause of offence,
besides being & very considerablo
barrier to lodga suceess.

«“Manner,” #ays - one writer, “iz
everything with some peopls, and
something with - everybody.,” It is
possible to over-rate its importanas,
go that the graceful way in whick
anything is done may obscare the
truth or the act. The law and the
prinoiple that are fundemental to Ma~
sonry count for vastly mere then the
mooner of their expression. Bat ths
manner of theirprosentation and en-
forceanant is likewise of consequence.
Prectically the manner of communi-
cation and direstion goes & great way
in detormining tho usefulacss of o
ledge end tho eomfort of its membesa.
If the Master and those who aro
prominent in the effeirs of the ergan-
ization ere courtesas and kindly in
their becring to each cther erd o
thair brothron gezerally, and 2§ the
sama time evines aa esrnest, ciraliyhi-
forword commen eenge way of spesch
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