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rived at a point where a pure, limpid
brookiet crossed the path-a deep
vale, where. the sward was free of
urierbrush aud velvety; and here
they stopped for dinner.

They picketed their Lorses, and left
thern to crop the tender grass, while
they Sat downi 1ponl the mlugin of the
brooki andf opeiied thicir lia-versackýs.
Thje meal pgrseand Girard liad
takzen li~hat sip of 'vine, aifd mas iii
tle aet Of c!oing hIaversaelk, whe(n
le warstrd by tho su ddcn -ppear.
once of three uw, wlîo Caile uponl
the scene froin '(Ile nortliwardl. The
road our friends were pursuiing ran
east and west. T'lie foreoost muan of
the tcewam a 1. ue ini pliVsical
substauce, auid not aslmmcid to *dro.ss
in cotiforiiit.v to Lis bisicss.

And that drcso, told liku to be a
brigand! The v(,lvot brcechies. gohi
corded; the Ttirkishi jackzet, slashed
with gold; the plentiful bright gold
buttons; and the red sashi around the
loins, with pistols and dacgers stuec
therein-aL! there was no mistaking
the character of the wearer.

Girard Lad juat completed bis sur-
vey of the man when bis ear caught
the sonda of a liglit footfall behind
'him, and as he startedl to look around,
a noose was thrown over Lis bead,
and instantly drawn tight around his
body, taking the arme within its fold,
ana binding them, fast. In a moment
more he was drawn violently back
upon the sward, when two of those
ivho, had accompanied him from, St.
Mary-the sportsmen of Auxerre, -
leaped upon him, ana bound him
fast.

Pierre and Robin were both cap-
-tured as easily as their young master
had been, though Robin might have
given the ruffians trouble had he
seen fit; but lie liad seen, from, the
first, that, whatever trouble lie miglit
igive them, lie must be capture in
-the end, so lie had not cared to invite
rougli usage, ana perhaps death,
wlien it coula be avoidéd.

The robbers haa pls.nned their at-
iack welI, and had not failed in execu.

tion. The four gentlemen at the inn
Lad been on the lookout for prey, and
the boy who had ridden away in the
morning had brouglit the note of
warninLy to their chief in hie forest
lair. G-ir9) iow remembered to

ltv read of a notorious brigand
chief, one Patil le Diable, ais le was
ea1le(1, whlo liad for a, long timie in.
feýýtei, with lis b"11]d, the great riorest
Of (ChatiI1'an-sinilaýie to the
nlorth. lie Mwas Sa1il !. luxe been
oULwc a oetenaf ftt: foietune,
whoin the wld tr-ýatel badly,

ýnd wh,> Ili a f'' of v eadîîess, Liad
tiurned Liis biaud agaîuist so ciety in

*Awîl GiralrJ lii[ ji(oi nl as le
lokiin tle f wCofe thec iowerful

~+io thatle 11-1( h' ni agtimn
i lis maimers w.ere pcnît e now,
thouli far froin giteor kind. Hoe
*did uot speak with tice prisoners, but
iwhen they had been sectiredl, Le spoke
a few words with one of the four who

oa come from. St. Mary, and then
strode away into the forest, lu the
direction from wLich Le Ladl come.
AfLer Le Liad gone fromn sight, the
leader of those remaining approaclied
the youth, with a polite bow, and:

"1Monsieur, you will corne with us.
0f course you know wliy we want
you; and, considering the need we
Ladl of your presence with us, I know
you xvill pardon us for the iiberty we
Lave taken. We will go the short
distance before us on foot, and our
horses will be brouglit -along very
safely."y

Girard offered no reply. ' He would
wait until they came to demandl bist
valuables, and thon Lie hoped hoe
miglit have an opportunity to speak
with the chief. They took from, him
his pistols and dagger,-his arms
being pinioned, lie coula offer no re-
sistance,-and then led Lim. away.
Hie saw that Pierre and Robin were
following, and that the horses ancl
pack mules came behind.

Througli a blind, tortuons, raggedl
path, whioh no unpraotised eye could
ever have found, for the diace of


