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SMITTEN 0F GOD AND AF-
FLIOTED.

Linos of Fraternal sympathy and re-
spect, coniposed May 10, 1888, and ad-
dressed to R. E. Horace January, Grand
Commander of the Grand Oommanndery of
Knights Templar of Kentucky, by Emi-
font Rob. Morris, Poet Laureate of Free -
mas .nry.

(The circumistances under which this
poem was composed are novel and affect-
ing. Brother January was holding the
office of Grand GeneralisBimo of the Grand
Oomrnandery, in 1886, whexi ho became
suddeuly and incurably blind. Yet, se
niuch wvas ho loved and respected by the
maembors of the ()rder, that, centrary to
ail precedent, hoe was elected, 1887, Dop-
uty Grand Commander, and in 1888, by
unanimous suffrage, Grand Commander
of this large and moat respectable organ-
ization of Templars. The feelings of al
his fellows were profoundiy nioved at thie
terrible miafortune, and the Poot Laure-
ate feele confident that hie expresseà the
sentiment of the fraters ini the foilowing
inîperfect, but sincere lines.)

Oh, sad affliction, want of sight 1
The earth bedecked with fiowers'briglit,
The starry host ablaze on higli,
To kindie the adoring oye;
The L;mils.s of friende, the loversi glance,
celeatial in its radiance,
Yet ail unseen, give ne delight
To bix, the unhappy, wanting sigihtI

Dear Brother, eould you feel the glow
0f syiupatby that warrns us now:
Could you but catch the pityig gaze
That animates each Templar a face.
(2ould you but read the earnest prayer,
That inoves within each Ohribtian here:
Sad as may seem your lonely lot,
One-haif its sorrows were forgot.

Be patient and endure your load,
Believing it is sent frcm God ;
The end je near When HEÀVENLY li'ght
Will burst upon your raptured siglh:
And in that Temple, far abz3on,
That neede3 no liguht of sun or ninon,
The MAN cf SoBRows, on HE throne,
Wil make your sorrewýs au Rie own!1

FREEMASONRY IN CENTRAL
AMERICA.

Freemasonry, which has heen under
the ban cf Church and State in nearly al
the countries cf Central Anierica, and
hardly able te naintain its ergaraic life,
seeme now tu ho regardod with consider-
able favor. Accerding te the Panama
Star and Hercdd, " The government cf

Guatemala has oficially sanctioned the
existence cf Freemasone in that republie
by recognizing their existence as a cerper-
ate body, as customary with ail societies,
but without having more te do with their
operatione than it would with those cf a
commercial firai. Lees than, twenty yearsa
ago the euggestioui that such a course-
should ho adopted by the government
viould have been considered heresy, anci
the unfortunate suggeBters would have
beeti held as objecte of suspicion by nnany
of their fellow-citizens. We congratulate
the Fraternity on the concession it hasn
thus ebtained, but we more warmly con-
gratulate the government on thie freeli
proof cf liberality it has thus afforded."
There le now a good prospect cf establish-
ing Masonic Lodges on a permanent basini
and free frein ail entangling alliances.
Prudence on the part cf the Craftsmen in
Guatemala is new required, that the re-
cognition accorded may net be witndrawn.

MASONS AND THE TEMPER-
ANCE QUESTION.

We are net surprieed te, learu that con-
siderable dissension has been caused ini
the juriedictions of certain Grand Lodges

the United States, which have passed
iaws againet the initiating cf "liquor deal-
ers, alias "publicans," into Freemazon-
ry, or their affiliation te suberdinate
Lodgee, while some have even gene so,
far as te pase laws fer their expulsion from
the Society. Masenry has nothing what-
ever te do with a nman's caling. It ie
necessary that anycne whe seeke admis-
sion tnto our ranke sheuld ha a reputable
person as regards hie worldly circum-
stances and hie character. Re muet aise,
and above ail things, ho a believer in
God and a future state, as well as a mn
cf full ag,,e and free te act on hie own
reeponsibility. But there the restrictions.
imposed hy Freemasenry as regarde the
qualifications cf the candidates end. A
mian may follow any calling hoe pleases
that is compatible with these conditions,
and if the members cf 'a lodge avee pro-
pared te admit him hoe is admittWd. We
hold that it ie an act cf tyranny on the
part cf any Grand Lodge wheil it entera
on such a course cf legisiatien. In the
firet place it cendemne a calling which
the" law recognizes, and in the next it
bringe the whole weight cf its influences
as an organized body te hear in erder te,
cempel people te act contrary te the op-
inions they are free te hold on the sub-


