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THE CAMP FIRE

8Y THE SEA.

On February 20th a Prohibition Con-
vention for the Maritime Provinces was
held at Monecton, N.B. A number of

delegates from different organizations.

were present and a public meeting was
held in the evening.

‘The result of the Convention was the
fortnation of a permanent organization to
be known as the Maritime Prohibition
Association, the duty of which shall be
to plan and push  prohibition work
throughout the Province of New Bruns.
wick, Nova Scotin and Prinze Edward
Island,

The plan of action adopted was similar
to that of the Dominion Allinnce, namely,
the clection of prohibition vepresentatives

their leaders there is likely to bLe avery
strong party in favor of an early measure
of extensive licensing reform.

EXPANSION.

—

' Uno of the results of the conquest
mnde by the United States in the recent
war, is8 an uumense increase in the
amount of intoxicating liquor exported:
Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippine
Islands, are rapidly progressing along
the line of liquor consumption, and
! enormous quantities of strong drink nre
i heing shipped to those places.

. The total expoit of malt liquors for
“the first eleven months of each of the
three yoars just closed is thus reported
{in the United States 'reasury Statistics.

va triond of temporance is earnestl‘)‘; ro- | to the Dominion Darhament, I"rienfls . 1597 Value mlt liquor exports $ 647,733
queated to assiat in thix etfort by subseribing | of the catise were urged to make special « ggq “ “ 843,713
it e of Intarost on eg ta ouworkem. ¢ Leflort to secare the nomination of pro- gy " “ 2,018,189

The editor will be thanktul for correspondence : hibitionists by — the existing party {4 Famperance Committee appointed
&"r%':‘:%f"?ﬁ"%‘ﬂﬁﬁ%‘&’i‘:fcé’ ﬁﬂ:%'é‘in%’é'x‘ Ponden- [ organizations. -at the (ieneral Assembly of the Presby-
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THE VOTERY LEAGUE. .
We desire particulurly to call the

. . i
attention of our readers again to the:

necessity for pushing to a speedy com.
1detion the canvass for aignatures to the’
Voters' Pledge. ;

In nearly every instance in which this |
work has been taken hold of, those who'
rosecute it are surprised as well as’
delighted with the result of their eftorts.
‘The people are veady to act and only
waiting to be asked.

Time however, is flying fast.

!

[t wis decided to employ an organizer
to push swork., Tho Secretary was
instructed to communicate with mem.
bers of DParlinment representing the
Maritime Provinces, and ask them to

rsupport a prohubitory law in the House (aitories,

of Commons. The following officers
were clected: Pres, Hev, B, Crowell,
Yarmnouth: Vice-Pres, A. B, Fletcher,
Truro: W. L. McFarlane, Fredervicton;
N. L. Fowler; Secretary, W. I, L. Reul,
Fredericton; Treas, J. A, Simpson,
Ambherst.

GREAT BRITAIN.

The friends of temperance reform in
Great Britain are agitated by a con-

terian Church appointed last May has
‘recently forwurded to President McKin-
ey a strongly worded memorial calling
attention to this tremendous increase in
the consumption of drink in the new
anid earnestly urging him to
_use his inflnence to check the evil. In
this memorial they quote the deliverance
“of the General Assembly which was as
follotys : —

“ Resolved, That this General Assem.
bly, having heard with indignation and
pain of the unholy activity of brewers
.and distillers 1n introducing alcoholic
hquors into the territory newly acquired
by the nation, instruct its permanent
temperance committee to investigate
existing conditious and, if it be deemed
wige, to address in the name of the

The | troversy over the peculiar position in| presbyterian church in the United States

work oughit to be complete long enough | which they are at present placed. The ol America the President of our republic

Lefore next Doininion clection to enable
the pledged voters to unite for action.
No one can tell when the election may
come. It is speciully desirable that ali
who hayd lists in hand should have them
complete and sent to the Secretary
1e Dominion Alliance without any
fuyfther delay.

MANITOBA. '

‘The most important Canad:an Pro-,
hibition event in the month of February l
was the promisingof the new Premier of
Manitoba that a prohibitory law woula !
speedily be introduced into his Pro-
vincial Legislature,

This was the result directly of the
success of the Conservative Party in the
last provincial election, [t will be re.
membered that at a general Provincial
Convention previously held, the party
had adopted the following resolution us
a part of the party platform :—* That a
measure bo ndopted to give eflect to the
will of the people regarding the prohibi.
tion of the liquor traffic which measure
ghall go as far in the dwection of pro-
hibition as the powers of the Province
will allow,”

‘The Manitoba Branch of the Dominion
Alliance and the Grand Council of the
Royal Templars sent a joint deputation
to wait upon the new Premier and ask
the fuifilnent of the promise quoted.
In reply the Hon. H. J. McDonald gave a
definite promise that at the approaching
session of the Legislature a prohibitory
law would be introduced by his Govern.
ment. The statement was received by
the delegation with the utmost en.
thusiasm,

The action of Manitoba will be watched
with intense interest. Whatever Mani-
toba can do the other Provinces that
have voted for prohibition cun do as
well, and it is not likely that the (3overn.
ment ot any English speaking Provinoe
will be allowed to lag behind the
Government of Manitoba,

minority report of the Royal Commis-
sion on the Liquar Traflic has been

endorsed by Sir I, Campbell-Bannerman, ’

leader of the Liberal party, who ctaims

that in certain of Lord Peel’s proposals:

“the friends of temperance have u cade
of reform which may be widely adopted

the case.” The proposals thus endorsed
are in the main as follows :—

1. For a great reduction in the number
of licensed houses.

2, That no money compeunsation shal
be paid frony the publicra es or taxes,

3. That an annual license rental of
considerable amount shall be immedi.
ately imposed, in addition to the present
fees.

4. That o statutory maximum of un-

licensed houses shall be fixed, not |

exceeding one to every 730 persous in
towns and 400 in country.

5. 'T'hat in England and Wales a term
of, sny, seven years, and in Scotland ot
five years, shall be fixed as the busis of
a time notice and compensation arrange-
metit,

6. That the reduction in the number
of licensed houses should commence
immediately.

7. ‘that the compensation paid for
liconses withdrawn before the end of
the time notice shall be raised by a tax
upon the licensed houses that remain.

8. That &! the end of the time notice
wide measure of direct populsr contro)
might be applied, under proper safe.
guards, to Scotland and Wales.

Thirty of the most influential temper-
ance leaders have signed a formal
declaration of their intention to support
this programme, Others, including the
Good Templars and a number of the
stringent prohibitionists, refuse to acoept
the proposed compromise, having special
fear that evil will result from the com.
pensation provision. The discussion
over the new policy at the present time
is very hot. If the Liberal party follow

asking hi
i .
lis gre

power to the prevention of
wrong.”

IN PARLIAMENT,

On February 14th, Mr. T. B, PFlint,
| M.P,, for Yarmouth, gave notice in the
. llouse of Commons that he would intro-

+as meeting the immediate necessities of {duce the foliowing resolution :

. “That this House has affirnned the
. principle that the prohibition of the
jliquor traftic is the right and most
1eftectual legislative remedy for the evils
of intemperance, and has also declared
ithut as soon as public opinion would
sufliciontly sustain stringent measures it
was prepared to sustain such legislation;
' “That the plebiscite of 1898, wherein
la majority of votes polled throughout
|the Dominion, including substantisl
;majorities in all the provinces but one,
i was ascertained to be in favor of such legis-
lation, as well as satisfactory evidence
|from other sources, shows that such
measures will be thoroughly supported
i by the people of Canada;

“That this House is now of the opin-
ion, in view of the foregoing facts, that it
iis desirable and expedient that parlia.
ment should, without delay, enact such
mesasures as will secure the prohibition
of the liquor traffic for beverage purposes
in at least those provinces and territories
which have voted in favor of such pro-
hibition.”

It will be noticed that the wording of
these resolutions is somewhat differant
from that approved by the Dominion
Alliance and published in the Caur Fire
last month. The legislation aimed at by
Mr. Flint is however, the same as that
aimed at by the Dominion Alliance. 1t
is to be hoped that he will vigorously
push this resolution so as to secure a
vote upon it at the earliest possible date.

Theproposed legislation is so eminently
reagonable that it is hard to see how
Members of Parliament can vote against
it. Parliament after full disoussion,
asked the electors to express their
opinion upon the question of total pro-
hibition. A good majority of all voting
throughout the Dominion declared them-
selves in favor of a change. Legislation
abolishing the liquor traffic in those

Provinces having majorities in favor of
such legislation is the very least that
Parliament could be asked to enact.

Friends of prohibition, church con-
gregations, and temperance bodies will
act wisely in letting their representa.
tives in Parliament know that Mr. Flint's
proposal has the cordial support of a
large and influential section of the
electorato.

FIGURES THAT SPEAK VOLUMES.

For many years the Chiengo Trthune
hus kept a record of the known murders
in the United States. In 1889 there
were 3,508 ; in 1896 there weve 10,852, an
increase in seven years of uearly 300 per
cent,

A few years ago Gen. Brinkerlofl,
President of the National Prison Associn-
tion, stated that at the meceting in St.
Paul, in the prisons of this country there
were in

18.0 6,737 or 1 to every 3, 4420f popula.
1860 19,086 or I ¢ Loie "
1870 32900 or 1 1,171 b
1920 58,609 o | ¢ 853 ¢
1800 82,329 01 1 v 757 o

‘The swell has been continuous, and is
growing: what is the chief cause of this
alarming trend of the nation?

On Uctaber 10th, 1884, the New York
Tribune made this declaration: * An
army of young rvuftiany, worse barbarians
than vncivilized countries can show, is
being trained to vice and crime through.
out the country by rum and its allies.”
T'his is a terrible indictmnent, not merely
ot the nation's young manhood, but also
of American civilization itsell.

Take the termble per capita of the
increased consumption of intoxicating
drink during these years, and you have
at once the New York Tribune's state.
ment confirmed:

1834, per capita in V.8, was 4.08 galls,
[
]

1860 “ 643 - u
1870), “ “ 7.69
1880, “ “ 1009 ¢
1800, “ “ 1553 «

[{ere the swell has been continuous.
A careful comparison of those two tables
will disclose a suggestive fact, The ratio
of increase is slmost identical; in the
former a little more than 400 per cent.,
and in the latter a fraction less.—
National Temperance Advocate.

LIQUOR WASTE.

The liquor manufacture is unprofitable
to the working vlasses. It is a notorious
fact that no industry in the country
employs asmaller number of work people
in comparison with the amount paid by
the consumers tor the manufactured
article, Were the earnings of the
industrial classes diverted from the till
of the publican to that of the grocer, or
tailor, or furnisher, employment would
be given to at least four times the num-
ber of individuals that are at present
engaged in connection with the liquor
traflic. The reason is not far to seek.
It is easy to destroy anything, but it takes
brains and muscle to develop or to pro-
duce. I'wo or three men in a distillery
can destroy the produce of as many
score of fartn workers, just as two or
three men can pull down a house which
required scores of men to build. Some
fow years ago the amount of spirits pro.
duced at the Caladonian Distillery,
Edinburgh, was 40,000 gallons weekly, or
about 2,000,000 gallons per annum, which
should have hrought a cash turnover, at
the wholesale rate of 158 per gallon, of
£1,500,000, The total number of work-
men, however, was oniy 150. Contrast
that with the Atlas [ron and Steel Works
in Sheflield. 'The revenue of that great
company was just about half that of the
Caledonian Distillery, and it employed
4000 hands.—League Jowrnal.

On the one siin are God and sobriety
and the best interests of the world, and
on the other side is the sworn éenemy of
all righteousness, and either rum raust
be defeated or the Church of God and
civilization.— 7. De Witt Talmage, D.D.

Christian men, who are not total ab.
stainers, must be taught that they are
bound f)y every principle of honor and
Christian integrity to remove temptation
out of the way of others movini in the
higher circles, and then they might hope
to succeed in their efforts to reform the

lower classes.—Hon, William E. Dodge.



