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TOPICS FOR THE WEEK

Agricultural News and Comments.

Thie toad is I eneficial to the farier and gardener.
Eleven per cent. of ils food is composed of nsects
and spiders, benîeficial or indirectly lielpuil to man,
and eighty per cent. of insects and other animals
directly injurious to cultivated crops, or i other
ways obnloxious to man. The enemies of the toad
are hawks, owls and, worst of al, small boys, who
stone •md kilt nany of then. There have baeen
excellent laws enacted to protect insectivorous
birds. Why should there not he as strnngent legis-
lation against the destruction of toads ?

There will be three great farm e.shibits at the
Omaha Exposition. The first wall bu tle model
two-acre farn il!ustratig the Campbell systeni of
soit culture, to which reference was made in these
columns a few weeks ago. Then there will be an
eighty-acre tract of land devoted to denonstratioîs
of differenît methods of irrigation--perhaps the
most elaborate exhtbit ever attempted. 'ruhe tnid
will be an exhibit in forestry, conducted by tie
U.S. Government. These three exhibts, if
properly conducted, will be of great value to the
Western farmers.

Mr. H. B. Gurler, of Illinois, who attended
the Western Dairymen's meeting at London last
January, says that he cannot afford to keep a cow
that does not produce above 200 pouunds of butter
a year. He puts it this way • Feed, $30 ; care,
$îo , interest, $2 5o ; total, $42 50 Deduct
$So for skim milk and we have $32 50 This
will requ'ire 203 pounds of butter at i6
cents per pound before profit hegins. lHow
many farmers get an average of 200 poinds of
butter from their cows and get i6 cents per pound
for the butter they make ?

In 1897 32,520,076 acres of land were under
crop and grass in Great Britan. Nealy zoo,ooo
more acres of wheat were grown ms î 8

>7 than in
î8g6, but there were deereases in the amounît of
barley, oats, beans and peas. The total iumber of
cattle was practically the same as in 1896, namely,
6ù. millionhead. Thetotal sheep in 1897 nuibred
26,340,000, as compared with 26,705,000 in 8t6 ,
whilst the total pigs in 1897 amounted to 2,342,
ooo, as aganst 2,878,000 im 1896.

It is estimated that there are i i,000,000 cows
in the United States devoted to bîutter-mnakinig,
and that thicr average yield Us 125 poLnds of but-
ter a ycar, or a total of 1,375,000,000 pounds, or
about eighteen pouînds for cach une of the popula
tion of the United States. It is estimnated that the
normal consutilhption of butter in the amilly, that

ntmans ft .uppl tif irs wvanis and gratifyimi.
as tast, i ifty pouunids a ycar fier cach mcieher.
If this estinnat is corrcLt, it wall requiae a large
percentage outr the present proiductioin tI supply
the home demand alont These fIgîur-s emplia-
size the fact that it is n t o% r jr,-ducti n of dairy
piroduîcts VhîuICh the Ameitiritan, has to fcar, but that
there as an enriimiouiisy restrcted consumjp'ise
abihty whîih imakes prices uisatisfactor y

Argeitmie <s improvng the quthty tif lher flcks
b> the iritrodut tion if pure bred raii frm n Lirop
lu àSSS Afrgentint exportcd nou irt t!abis Voo,
and i i,ooo,ooo pounds of third class, u.tlut:d at
$1,1 78,ooo, mnl 1897 the cxports wcre 20,ooo,ooo
pounids of first class ni, saluLd at $3,ooo,o.o,
and i 4.ooo,ooo pounds of third-class The
Argentine Republbc is a country of about one third
the area of the United Siatcs, and produces un an
aserage one third more wool than the latter
country.

Breeders and dealers say that iigh cliss horses
are as high now as they have ever been because of
thir scarcity. 'T'le Aniercan Government pays
$î2: for casalry and artillery horses, and exporters
pay about the same prace. Choice to fancy
coachers and drivers seil in the United States for
$200 to $5oo and extra drafters up to $300. baut
commun, small horses are cheaper than ever bc
fore. Thus, while the poorer horses are cheaper
than ever hefore, the horse of superior quality
co înunands a high price. Bre- good horses and
the lrice will bc good.

The rt tlts of the exNaminations in the first and
se( ond ytars at the Ontario Agricult..ral College
base been published. Twenty six candinates suc.
cetded un passmng the first year's exanination and
thirty the second yea-, making a total of fifty six in
ail 'he college has had a very successful year,
and will enter upon the season of 1893-99 hetter
equipped than cver to give a thoroughly practical
training in agriculture

A subscriber fron Lambton County, who ealled
at the office last week, reports the crops mn that
section as beuing sery good. The fall wheat us all
harvested, and some early varieties of oats will bc
cut this week. The country, as a whole, needs
rain , in fact, in the district west of Londun there
has been a scarcity of raml for several weeks past.
Evei durnng harvest a good shower or two every
week does no harm, and will freshen the rout
crups inmensely.

Ad animals suffer froni fliei, and soie of therm
%ery severely. Ali doimestie animais should lbe
protected aganst these pests At lottom inot of
the reiedies for flics oi.,ist of grcase or oit of
sune kmnd An Ameican exchange reconinends
train oil, three quarts , crude petrolun, one
quart, and carblihc acid, one ouînce, for protecting
cattle. These, if mixed and applied witl a sponge,
will kcep cattle fairly free fromt fles .or about a
week, when the application must be renewed.

British Letter.

%-.RICl I 1UE Art I UF P \Ri. i \iP -I i ION IN i o -

HE RO\ AL SHOW Ar lIRIINt.U t.
(Fron Our Special Correspondent.)

London, Eng., Jul i itdi, iS9
I have just received an early copy of lthe regu

lations, etc., under which Britishs and Colonial
goods vili be exhibited at the Paris lw.hlibitioi of
i9oo. This exhibition is of quite as great im
portance to the colonies and dependencies of Great
Bartaim as it is to Great Britain itself, and in git
ing mny readers a few particulars mn regard to it
they hase the very earliest possible relable iUufor
mation.

So far as Great Britain and lier colonies are
conctrned their action is to be regulated hy a
Royal Commission, and I ain pile.ised tu sec
that, su far as C;anada is dealt with, the Douinaàioun
is rcpreseited on the comnuissioin by, to ue outi
ual phraseology, « Our rîght trusty and well bc
lued Donald Alexander, Baron SLratlicuna and
Mouint Royal, Knight Grand Cross of Our Mu:t
Distnguislied Order of Saint Michael and Samnt
George, Iligh Commissioner i London for Our
Dominion ut Canada." Agriculture will be found
at the exhibition in what is designated " group 7,"
and this group is to consist of "classes 35 to p,"
im wshitclh may be shown (a) implenients and pro
cesses used in rural cultivation , (b) appliances
and processes used in vine culture ; (c ditto used
in agricultural industries ; (d) agroiomy (theory of
agriculture), agricultural statistics ; (e) vegetable
food products ; (f) anmal food products ; (')
non edible agrctultural products , and (M) useful
insects and their products, and destructive nsects
and parasitic plants.

Coicernirig "horticulture atid arboriculture
group 8 watl bc set apart for these, and im this
group there will bu six cla§ses, for (a) appliances
and processes used in horticulture and aboli
culture , (2) kitchen garden plants, (3) fruit and
fruit trees, (4) trecs, shrJbs, ornamental plants and
flowers, (5) greenhouse and hothouse plants, (6)
horticultural and nursery seeds and stock.

Ii group 9, to which it is not nccessary p.rhaps
to more than merely allude, will be devoted six
classes for inatters connected with " Fotests, sport,
fishmiig, gathering wild crops." Those desarng
fuller details as to the exhibition will be able to
obtan them, I assume, from the Dominion au-
thorites ethier now or very shortly. At any rate,
the foregoing will give a general idea what the ex-
hibiLion Us to consist of from the agriculturists and
horticulturist's point of view. I will unly further
add that in the class (f) for animal food produ-ts
cxiibiturs will be enabled to show "() cdible faty
substances and oîls, (2) freshI or prest rved iilk, (3
frcsh,salt, or highly saltbutter, (4) clheese, k5) cggs.
It seems to me that this is an opportunîty whiLh
should nut be lost by the Canadian farir-either
individually or through the Government-tu show
lis butter and cheese ; for it must not he forgotten
that, although a large market nay înot bc possiljle
Im France, buyers frum all coutntries will he at the
exhibition and nlot least from Creat Britan itsclf.
Much business is sonctimses donc duriing the t x
cintnt and cnthiusiasm of an ordinar agricultu
ral show Much more may be expected at Paris
in 9oo

Readers will doubtless he aware by this lime
that our great annual agricultural exhibifion, viz ,


