
TUIE GANADIAN AGRllCULTUR-IST.

IIAY CAPS.

We are indebted to G. W. Baker, Esq , of Ottawa, for the following letter on lIny

~Caps:-
RouND I11.r.., NoRurAMPToN, MASS.

.lune 25th, 185.

To the Eitpor of the Hanpslire Ga:dt.

Permit mue througih vour respectalite journal, to advise yiv brother farmers to supply
theimslives with a mot ueful and economical article of cover's to protect thieir lay
aginst rain, whicl i have fully tested for the last five vears to my entire satisfaction.
They are mage in the followi-mg namer,-viz: stout unble'achecd cottan sheeting
shoult be purchased -(such as is maIde by tite Lymnan \ills Co. at IIolvok e) from 36
to 40 inelws widlmte-the latter is best - w li slotld lie cut in lengths of 40 to 43 inch.
the latter is more usefutl. To mnake 50 of tiemi, (and no extensive farner shIould bave
less t han 100,) woulld require about a gallon of linseed oil, whichl should be simmiired
with 4. pounds of beesnax and a quart oif japan added after it is taken fron the lire;-
wheii cold the mixture should be about the thickness of lard in suimmer, if not more
oil or vax should be added. h'lie cloili shoud then be paed over, (to tuse a sea ex-
pression.) with the hand on one side only, and then dried in the sun.

W\ hen dry the females of the family will in a very short time sew into caci corner a
st:me of the veight of about 5 to 6i ounces whiclh comupletes the aflair. 1 do not think
I am extravagant in sayitig they will pay tieir costin one season, and ivil la.st ten i ears
if taken good care of. Large covers madle in the sane manner, to cover fli whole of
a load of lay, vith lea ier ieiglts of course would bc an admirable protection against
sutden shon ers, but as I have not often made hay at a (ihance fron home I have never
required themu. I keep three horses one is about thirty, one about eighteen, and one
about lourteen yeirs old. 1 have never known either of tlem to be sick for one hotr.
'The lcaves arc unknown in mny stable, whichl may faitly be attributed .to the fact,
that no muusty hay ever enters miy barn ; and it is possible that the milk of cows nay be
as unwlolt sime if they are fed on badly cured lay, as if they were fed on ihat is called
swill in lie cities.

Since I nrote the above (now 2d .Tily,) we have had one entire rainy day, when my
neiibans hay ivas thorouglily soaked, while mine was as safelv covered as if it hlad

*been packed away in the barn. My manager thinks that one third of the cost of sonie
new covers jtst made, was paid for on that day. One word more on the subject of
hay inaking, and I have done. It is always my practice to commence mowing when
my grassis ready, withotut stopping "t count the clouds," and even if it sprinkled, if
ny men choose to take their seples into the field I make i objection. The resuit

lias been after long experience, that I have lad more than my share of good luck in
this critical branch of business. It is said that our ancestors considered it a good ruile
to take an umbrella or great coat on their hiorseback journeys if the weather was fair,

S but if it was cloudy or rainy, they mighît do as the pleased.
Ruespectfully yours,

EDWARD CLARKE.

The Hon'ble Amasa Walker of the county of Worcester in this State thinks that
twenty thousand dollars would have been saved during the late wet weather, to the
farmer. in that county atone, iad they have been suipplied with the hay caps referred to ;
Mr. Clai ke is also of opinion, that the saving to the farmners in the west during the wet

Iweater would have been incalculable, ha they have had the to cover their wheat
Stacks.


