
TRANSACTIONS OF THE

no claus in the community to which le world
is so much indebted, so there is no class more
generous with their , ealth. In America, per-
haps, more than in Europe, the inventors are
likely to reap a fortune, as the rapid develop-
ment of the sources of wealth and the scarcity
and comparatively high price of manual labor,
necessitate the almost immediate introduction of
any really useful labor-saving machine. This is
especially true of agricultural implements, and
often large fortunes are reali=ed on simple arti-
cles of use. A geutleman by the name of Peel-
er, who is said to have realised $400,000 (£80,-
000) from the sale of a patent plow, has recent.
ly proved the profitableness of his invention and
the goodness of bis heart by giving $200 000,
or £40,000, of this sumi to the Methodist Church
of the United States."

MEMORY OF TiE ELEPHANT.-A female ele-
phant, belong;;,( to a gentleman at Calcutta,
who was ordered from the upper country to
Chittagong, in the route thither broke lose from
ber keeper, and, making her way to the woods,
was lost. The ke'per made every excuse to vin-
dicate hinself, which the master of the animal
would not listen to, but branded the man with
carelessress, or somthing vorse; for it was in-
stantly supposed he had sAid the elephant. le
was tried for it, and condemned to work oun the
roads for life, -nd his wife and his children were
sold for slaves. About twelve years afterwards,
this man, who was known t.) L well acq'saiuted
with breaking cloehant, was seat into the cous-
try with a party, to assist in catching wdld ones
They came upon a herd, and this man fancied
he saw amangtt the gr,.up his long-lost elephant,
for which Le had been condemi.ed. Ue resolv-
ed to approaci it; nor coald the trongest re-
monstranees of the party dissuade him from the
attempt. Baving reached the animal, he sp ske
to ber, when she immediately iecognised bis
voice; she waved le trunk in the air as a token
of salutation, and spnntaneously knelt down, and
alowed him to mount her neck. She after-
wards assisted in takit.g other elephants, and de-
coyed three young unes, to which sie had given
birth in lier absence. The keeper returned, and
the singular circumatances attending the discov-
ery being told, he regained bis character; and,
:.s a recompense for bis unmerited sufferings, had
a pension settled on him for life. Tnis ele-
phat was afterwards in possession of Warren
Hastings, when Governor General of Ilindostau.
-Cassell's Popular Naitural History.

Tus CJTTIçG ANTS oF TEXAS--In the
" Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sci-
ences at Philadelphia," Mr. Buckley describes
these most destructive insects:-" 'bey burrbw
extensively under ground, and form chambers
generally from ten to twelve feet, sometimes
eighteen feet deep, the upper cells being seldom

nearer to the surface than eighteen inzet
These have avenues four- or five inches in diam
ter, by which these ants convey their stores ý
barley, &c. Sometimes these auts tunnel b
neath a stream to get into a garden. Wbe
their dens beconie foul, or are injured by hta
rains, milliors emigrate en masse. Mr. Buckk
saw multitudes on the banks of the Colorad
river, going up bill, bearing fragments of leae
and berries, marcbing like an arimy with bannes
Great is the damage they do by destroying te
and vegetables. They will strip a frnit-tree o
leaves in a night. Attempts to exterminat
them by fumigating their dens have failed: il
only effectual method is to dig, and kill the f
males and young. This is so expensive that i
is only resorted to near ý, garden or dwelling
and as these ants are scattered throughout We
ern or Cantra! Texas, they will probably nere
he exterminated by naa.-ials of Naturs
History.

THE SPONGE.-The substance so well know,
by the name of sponge, is an animal produce
which is found attached to the rocks urd
water in the Mediterranean and other seas
Sponge is a light, soft, and highly elastic mal
rial, very easily compressed, and rapidly resum
ing its original shape when the pressure is re
moved. It is excedingly porous, containingu
immense number of small tubes, which commuD
icate with some larger apertures that are fon
in it. The subbtance of the sponge conizts 0
living elas ics fibers, aLd these are are so placed
as to for a the tubes and pores d scribed.

When the spouge is in the sea, alive, the l-
aide cf the parcs are covered with a substance,
like the white of an egg. This appears to be
the flesh of the animal, ani cu.rents of water
may be seen running into the sponge. through
the small pores, aud out of it through the large
ones; and it is supposed that while the water L;
passing through the sponge, the nourishmentre
quisite for the support of the animal is extract.
ed. Wlen the sponge is removed from the
water, this soft flesh drains açvay,leaving nothicg
but aun e!astic fibrous substance, with which re
are acquainted.

The use of the sponge, as a material for wa
ing withi, depends chiefly on its being so bighy
porous and elastic. When placed in water it
pores become filled with the liquid. If in tR
state it is compressecd, the water is readdy forced
out over anything desired to cleaa, and as sool
as the pressure is taken away, the sponge e
sumes its former size, and its pores are-again
open to suck up a fresh snpply of fluid, if f-
quired.

The spouge we use comes chiefly from the
Mediterranean Sea, where it is procured by dir-
ing, and also by dredging, or dragging the bot.
tom of the ocean. The best sponge,-which'
white and fine-comes from Turkey; the infeiN


