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the conversation they carried on in the moonlight on theridge boards of his wood-shed. These cats were flot onlyburied with due solemnity. but Warren erected tombstonesat their graves, inscrjbed with their names and supposedvirtues.* James Farley. the first Clerk of Elgin CountyCourt, who carne fromn London. ivas the next lawyer. Anagitation had been kept up a good many years by the peopleliving in the lake shore townships and St. Thomas to, have anew county formed from these townships. In 1851 theirwvishes were gratified, and the Couinty of Elgin was created.The flrst provisional council met in the town hall. St. Thomas,on the ISth of April. 1852. Lt was composed of the following:Duncan 'McColl, reeve. Aldboro'; Moses Willev, reeve, Dun-wich; Colin M.Nunro, reeve. Southwold; Nicol 'McCoIl, deputy-reeve, Southwold; Elisha S. Ganson, reeve, Yarmouth; Leslie4 Pearce, deputy reeve. Yarmouth; David Parish, reeve. St.Thomas: Thomas Locker, reeve, Malahide; Lewis J. Clark,depryreee.Malahide; Jacob Cline; reeve. South DorchesterJon llot. eve, Bavham; J. Skinner. depuity-reeve. Day-hamn. Elisha S. Gansçon wvas chosen the first warden, butresigned before liaif his time had expired. on accouint ofsome differences wvith the couincil. and Thomas Locker waselected to art during the remainder of the year. John -NcKaywvas the flrst ConvClerk. and X'Cm. Covnie the first Tre-asurer.Some of the argument.s tised hv the people of Lonîdon at thattime against the formation of a new county 0o1 the lake shoreare amîlsing no%%. One of themn was that 'Middlesex would beeut off froin the Lake and wouid not hiave the benefit ofnavigable waters. Mr. Co-ewas Treasu1rer two vears andreceived no sallary for performiing tht duties of the office.
For mianv vears after the Covnes' started inî the mercantile[ buines inSt.Thomas, ail gonds brought to the village cameby ivay of Port Stanley. Later. after the building of theplank roads. gzoods were teamned from Hamilton. JamnesFoote and Lewis Rowland -.were the principal teamnsters anddid a large husines'r.

Wm. Coyn,: wvas married in 1846 to a daugliter of DonaldPatterson. une ,f the firsi settlers of Aldhoro'. Patterson wasstricken with te:e terrible fever which raged in Aldboro' in1826 and died in that year. Mr. CGvne and his wife raiseda large family of sonsý and datigbters. who are respected

*This is an erro-r as. tornbstones to two pet dogs on.y wereerected.-Ed.


