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Government Owner­
ship of Monopolies

Monopolies a*y be divided into two 
rlsftn—naturel end artificial Naturel 
mono polies include the msgas of com­
munication aad transportation. Railway,, 
waterways, irrigation works, telegraphs, 
telephones, ere especially important 
Street ear linen, whether they ere surface 
Unes, subways, or derated, aad the means 
of lighting cities, are scarcely lees so. 
These are primafy businesses in society 
upon which bueineeses of every other kind 
are dependent The fact that the most 
desirable spots or lines of lend are ee- 
cupied, gives s business an advantage. 
Street ear Une» very often occupy what 
we may call exclusive linen of land, as 
in ordinary street» we cannot well have 
more than two tracks; and competition 
mast come from subway or elevated rail 
ways, and further, the street ear service 
of a city must be wed in connection with 
the street car plant. The same applies 
to telegraph nervicee. The ordinary com 
modifies of one city may compete with 
the commodities of another city. Were 
this the ewe with respect to railway 
and telegraph service», we could import 
them from say other country, or invite 
emu petition from any other city, and in
that way get them 
unfortunately they most 
neetion with the plant 
the services. Thus, if
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•hind" mentioned, they will gain by com 
bination. But gain is the pmrpà» for 
which business is carried on, nad increw 
eJ gain is like a powerful magnet, soon­
er or later it pull# the competing com 
panics together. Competition sooner or 
later gives way ho consolidation. The 
gas business furnishes a good illustra­
tion of this, the geographical area with­
in which this business is conducted is 
so small that the movement towards mon- 
opoly has always been rapid. Competi 
tion in the gw business has been at­
tempted in countries with all kinds of 
political government and under evenreir- 
vumstanee. It kas been tried with the 
a met solemn promises on the part of 
thoee starting rival companies, that eom 

tition would be permanent end genu 
But the nature of the business, as 

monopoly, has been strong enough to 
overcome every obstacle, and guarantees 
hare not been worth the paper on which 
they hare been printed. I am safe in 
saying that it would be diUkalt to point 
to one single instance of permanently 
successful competition. It is always sug­
gestive that contests between gas com 
punies, railways aad the like, are called 
«•wars," w “gaa wars,” ‘'railway rate 
ware.” This word indicates that these 
eoatests are something different from 
ordinary competition A war is not 

but destructive, 
"forward to termination based 

oa some agreement. England and Amer­
ica have been inclined to favor private 
ownership, bet in England they are rap­
idly coming under government control, 
net only ere cities acquiring local mon 
opolies, but the telegraph has been made 
n part of the poetoffies, and there is 
■ strong movement in favor of a nation 
alisatioa of railway».

Government ownership cannot be ac­
complished In a day or a year; thoee 
who have contre! of these gigantic mon­
opolies have immense resources at their 
bach: they have in JLheir service emin 
eat lawyers; they control a very eon 
siderable portion of the press, aad can 
impose obstacles towards aay movement 
in the direction of government owner­
ship. But the tide hen turned, aad is 
uew flowing iu the direction of | *" 
control. If the kmus I» put fairl; 
for# the people, the 
this date, is favor 
municipal ownership. Several cities is 
Chanda have- recently given a majority 
in Inver ef municipal ownership of tele­
phones and electric street lighting plants, 
while just recently Chicago gave a large 
majoMty I* favor of municipal 
•hip ef sbwet railways. There earn he 
an doubt but that the educational 
ef tie trade semes has hem, and

if, and in the future will be, a power­
ful factor in promoting the cause of 
public ownership.

Public utilities should belong to the 
people and all the benefits derived there 
from, whether financial or moral Upder 
the present system we find the few 
amassing great fortunes at the expense 
of the many, end principally through the 
gains of monopoly.

The concentration of wealth ia the 
hands of a few has reached alarming 
proportion», especially in the United 
State*. In England one-half of the 
wealth is owned by one-thirtieth of the 
population, while in the United States 
it is owned by one-seventieth. Until re­
cently England was considered the land 
of concentrated wealth. One writer esti­
mates that twenty-five thousand people 
own half the wealth of the United btates. 
Another estimate give# twenty per cent, 
ns being owned by three one-hundredths 
of one per cent of the population; sev­
enty-one per cent, owned by nine pci 
cent, of the families, and twenty-nine 
per cent, of the wealth is all that fall» 
to ninety-one per cent, of the population. 
Private ownership ot monopoly is the 
principal cause for this unequal dis­
tribution of wealth, aided by a protec­
tive tariff.

Private fortunes vary in extent from 
one million to twenty, and even one 
hundred million dollar*.

Public ownership would make it simply 
impossible for anyone to plunder the pub­
lic in this manner, and the geins, hereto­
fore received by private individual», 
would, iu one way and another, be dif­
fused among the people at large, and 
would result in a wiuer enjoyment of 
moderate comfort, while a wise system 
of regulation and taxation of inherit­
ances would In time tend to break up 
the immense fortunes owned by the few. 
When the purchasing power of the 
masees is increased, prosperity will be­
come more permanent, and thoee periods 
ef depression which cause so much suf­
fering and privation will almost disap- 
peer.

In concluait)», I would like to refer 
briefly to the social phase of government 
ownership. Bailways could be so man 
aged that they wouiu increase the facil­
ities and ease of travel, aad thus make 
it possible for more people to visit dif­
ferent parts »f their own country and 
e'en foreign countries;, they would in 
crease enjoyment and make it easy for 
people to see the beauties of nature; 
tfccy would have a tendency to decei- 
11 alise the poulation of our large cities, 
sad the poor people who find enoymeni 
in the cities could own their own hour., 
is the country. This could be brougl ; 
about by* reducing the fares to cost for 
the benefit ef the working classes. In 
Germany workingmen’s trains are run­
ning, on which the fare is only two- 
thirds of s cent n mile, and the Aus­
tralian railway, owned aad operated by 
the State, are to eome extent operated 
and managed for general social pur­
poses^ and the school children are car­
ried free in eome parte of Australia, 
thus helping to scatter the population of 
cities over large areas.

Macaulay saye: “Of all inventions,]# 
the alphabet and printing press alone' 
excepted, those inventions which abridge 
space have done most for civilisation. If 
this is true, we must favor an adminis­
tration of railway, telegraphs, etc., 
which will place them most fully at |he 
service of the public, making social wel­
fare the chief consideration.

Municipal monopolies could, under mu 
" ownership end operation», be man- 
with reference to the greatest good 

of the greatest number. The workingmpn 
or woman, who, in cities, trudge to and 
from their work because they cannot pay 
•ve-ceat street ear fare, ef which two 
cents represent economic surplus, could 
ride intend ef walk, if the fere were 
reduced to three cents.

The railway mileage of the world out­
side the United States, Great Britain and 
Canada, owned by private corporations, 
is $4,834 miles, while 146^13 miles are 
owaed by various states, vis.: Germany, 
Burma, France, Austria-Hungary,, Bel­
gium, Italy, Hollsnd, Roumanie, Aus­

tralia and New Zealand, and with . the 
exception of Fra ore, the cost of state 
administration is very much lee* than 
that of private administration, but iu 
every instance the people benefit under 
government ownership. This being so, 
it is our duty as unionists to advocate 
the cause of government ownership and 
vote for it whenever we get the oppor­
tunity.

J. H. Pickle».

BUY UNION LABELED GOODS.
The man who condemns the manu­

facturers who employ female and child 
labor at less then living wages had 
then purchases the goods produced by 
such labor Is no belt* than the manu 
facturer himself. tn order to wipe 
out the evü it must be attacked from 
every quarter. Buy only union-lalwl 
good* and hit the unfair manufacturer 
in his weakest place.—Chicago Union La­
bel Bulletin. -
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This paper I» seeking te advance the 
Indestrlal Interest of oar City. It olosely 
représente a class whose purchases make 
the beslness ef the towaf It, therefore, 
confidently solicits the Patronage of every 
beeleess man la the olty.
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