Premier in Address at Annual
Meeting of Board -of Trade
Summarizes ~Progress - of
British Columbia - -

ELECTS OFFICERS FOR ~
ENSUING TERM

T

Renort of President and Direc-
tors of Body Is Received and
Approved — QOttawa Mem-
bers Present
XA i1 r———

The story of the progress of the'
province as exemplified by the de-
velopment of railways and roads, of
its timber, fisheries, . agriculture,
mines and other of the lesser re-
sources which contribute towards the
aggrandisement of British Columbia
was_ told in an unusually able ad-
dress delivered by Premier McBride
before the ' annual meeting  of the
Board of “Trade held yesterday after-
noon. His speech was characterized
by optimism of an inspiring nature
based upon facts and figures relative
to the wonderful progress being made
by the province. Concluding ‘his able
address, he said: “The years which
now. approach seem to. me from the
signs of the times to be Alled: with’'a
greater promise for the inhabitants of
this, province than a Canadian people
ever experienced before.”

Election of Officers

The election of officers of the Board
of Trade for the ensuing. year result-
ed as follows: . President, Mr. H. G.
‘Wilson; vice-president, Mr. A, A
Todd; secretary, Mr. F. Elworthy;
council—Messrs, W. J. Ambery, G.
Carter, J. Forman, D. R. Ker, J. King-
ham, S. Leiser, C. H. Lugrin, J. A.
Mara, B. C. Mess, F, A, Pauline, S. J.
Pitts, C. W. Rhodes, J. J. Shallcross,
H. B. Thomson and A. ‘Wright; board
Of arbitration—Messrs, B. V. Bod-
well, A, ‘W, Bridgman, H, F. Bulten,
R. P. Butchart, Lindley Crease, D,
Doig, C. A. Holland, D, R, Ker, G. A.
Kirk, Max Leiser, F. A. Pauline and
J. B. H. Rickaby; auditors—Messrs,
G. 'W. Mitchell, W. Laird and B, E.
Billinghurst. .

The financial statement for the year
Was a most satisfactory one. At the
"~ end of the last financlal year & sum

of $5652.92 was standing to the credit

of the Board at the bank. This year
the ‘amount :to credit on June 30th
amounted to $694.61. The auditors,

Messrs. E. E. Billinghurst and George

W.: Mitchell, in submitting their re-

port; expressed thelr appreciation of
' 'the manner in which the Secretary had

kept the books and accounts of the

Board,

Premier’'s Address
Easily the outstanding feature of

a .most successful meeting, at which

sixty. members were in attendance,
. was the address of Premier McBride.

He opened by acknowledging the kind

invitation of the Board. He remem-

bered many other occasions on which

a. similar honor had been conferred

on him.  He understood that Mr. Si-

mon Leiser had retired from the po-
sition of president, and had been suc-
ceeded by Mr. H. G. Wilson. The
valued record left by the retiring pre-
sldent would, he hoped, be emulated
by his successor. Mr. Leiser was a
typically affable western man who
had established a record in the office
of president of.the Board of Trade
which was second to none. His char.
acteristics—energy, ability and deter-
mination—had been very much in evi-
dence through his term of office.
Coutinuing, the Premier alluded in
a touching manner to the loss which
the rprovince had sustained in the
deatk-of Captain R. G. Tatlow. Speak-
ing of him, he sald that it would be
difficult to find a more useful and ef-
ficient public servant throughout the

Empire, His withdrawal from the

government had been a serious per-

sonal loss to him (Premier. McBride).

He had a’very high esteem for Cap-

tain Tatlow, and he deplored the loss

which his death meant, not only to

British Columbia but to the whole- of

Canada, As minister of agriculture

in the provincial government the late

Captain Tatlow had -annually regaled

the Board with a réview of economic

conditions as they existed’in the pro-
vince. He (the Premier) would quote
some figures, but he cduld not hope to

but them forward dn anything Jlke 80

able and luminous manner as Captain

Tatlow. o
Must Be In Advance

“In this western country,” said the
~-speaker, ‘‘the duty of a° government
is not only to keep abreast of the
march of events but to be in advance
In: this respect the provincial govern-
ment has been open to close criticism.
There is nothing healthier than criti-
cism which comes from a fair oppon-
ent. I think the country throughout,
in spite of changing times, has ad-
vanced to a healthy and sound finan-
cial position, 'and 1 will endeavor in
the rough to tell you what has been
accomplished. . - fa St
“The government's duty 1s to keep
alive to the possibilities of the prov-
ince, and to display foresight insofar
as is possible to provide facilities to
enable future development to 80 un-
checked. Its duty ls, further, to -ge-
cure information regarding lands
suitable for settlement, to open up
the country, and to providc means of
communication, / f
“The increased revenue of the prov
ince has enabled ‘greater attention to
be pafd to the making of . roads for
the purpose of opening up new dis-
tricts and. giving  better ‘means of
communfeation. For instance, while
ten years ago there was half a million
dollars ‘devoted to roads,
~1910 thiis amoun
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| & speak as & Victorian in’ saying:
‘| the people of this city could

better investment than the ‘improving
of lthe u-nn{ roads of the ' Island.
Incidentally, I may on: that
the desire of the TainiSter of public
works to - eonn ‘the varfous
roads running through the ince,
east and west so as’'to mak y
trunk ' road. to ‘conneet :with: Alb. ¥
This, in conjunction with the Island
road, will give a traffic read In the
province a thousand miles in length.
“In the '‘matter of surveys the govs
ernment has now 87 parties in  the
field syrveying crown ldands. With a
desire. to premerve, the. land for the ac-
ual n’t:li_i- &8 far as possible all the
and ‘ being surveyéd ‘this ‘yea: K

10 pre-emptisn’ “only and

against. purchase. Last year the ap-
proximate ‘amount of lamd “surveyed
was 400,000 acres. This year the
amount will ‘be sid ¥ “incr d
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mits for -clearing, thus ‘helping to check
indiseriminate ‘burning. “In -the new
timber bill we hope to ineorporate pro-
visions  which - will considerably rec uee |
the present vost of fire protection, and’
which ' will ‘have for their object the
eonservation of ‘the timber wealth of the
province, | el e TS

. “The output of mines for 1909 was of
& value of $24,433,025, a satisfactory in-
crease over 1908, when the total was
$23,851,277. .In ten years the output of
the mines has doubled in value. In the
year 1899 the total output .wasg $12,393,-

“Of particular ‘Interest to the island
is the. establishment of a reserve at
Buttles Lake, with a view to making
that magnificent district a provincial
1 do not think any stretch ' of
the imagination can picture the won-
derful scenic attractions of this neigh-
hood. .. 'The Han. Price ‘Ellison, di/ct
commissioner of lands, with a party, is
now. on his way to viSit Buttles Lake
with a view ' to making a personal ex-
aminetion 80 as to be able to advise
what steps should be taken to best carry
out. the wishes of the government. The
Buttles Lake reserve will be one of the
finest, if not the finest, parks on the
American, continent. If it proves only
30 per cent, a% good as I have been
told, Victoria has right at her doors a
playground ' which cannot be equalled
in North America. i e
“With regard to the conservation of
water in the province we have estab-
lished a water board. of which Mr, W,
S. Drewry is the chief commissioner.
Irrigation in the dry belt has been car-
ried on so that now there are thousands
of acres of land made fit for cultiva-
tion. . We are going to conserve the
watér of the Okanagan. In accordance
with the legisiation passed in 1909 with

| régard to the water ‘act there are three

parties in the Okanagan at present
making -surveys looking: to the possi-
bilities ‘of the conservation of water for
irrigation purposes with a view to  in-
creasing the land wvallable for ' settle-

ject is to prevent the holding of water
for speculative purposes, and to take
precautions that may result in the best
use of the magnificent water powers of
the province. The extent of these is
not yet known but under. the chief wa-
ter commissioner information will be
gathered s to the extent available. In
drafting the bill no stone was left un-
turned to give British Columbia the
best - water act possible. Under it as
much liand as possible will be made
productive and each acre will be given
its right proportion of water.
Pablicity Work. 3

“Now ‘1 want to say something about
bublicity work. I see present Mr. Mec-
Caffey, secretary. of the Vancouver Isl-
and Development league, whose fame
has’ spread far and wide through the
length and breadth of ‘this continent. I
think today if you will look over the
publicity - Mterature which is being ‘is-
sued you will find that it takes high
rank among any similar publications in
Canada. To make known the possibili-
tles. for settlement and the resources
and opportunities for investment, the
bureau of information is exceedingly
busy disseminating information and
answering inquiries from all parts of
the world. The printing bureau is turn-
ing out literature as fast as posible.
Nearly half a million bulletin and fold-
ers’ were distributed 'last year besides
many maps. Only reliable data is put
into these publications.

“A good work has been accomplished
by the fruit displays at exhibitions in
the old country made in some 20 places.
The result 'was & number of medals as
prizes including the gold medal for ex-
cellence of quality and perfect cultiva-
tion of fruit at the Colonial fruit show
of the Royal Horticultural society. Dis-
plays were also made at Regina, Win-
nipeg and Toronto exhibitions with
great success. A display was made at
the Sportsmen’s exhibition at Victoria
and the pleasing news: has been re-
cefved from Mr. Warburton Pike, who
has charge of the B. C. exhtbit that of
the 24 awards gilven British Columbia
won six. So prominent did the B. C.
exhibit become at Vienna that the Aus-
trian emperor paid a wvisit to Mr. ‘War-
burton: Pike and congratulated him on
the showing made by this province. In
connection with t,hlrdhpuy exception
might be taken in some quarters to' the
fact that the exhibit was ‘shown in the
C. P. R. building and that this dom-
pany provided transportation. “Under
the circumstances I consider that such
an arrangement was #00d business for
the province, It saved us /& matter’ of
$2,000. This exhibit at Vienna was the
last word in pubHeity. British Colum-
bia has been proved to be the ideal
land for big' game hunting and sports-
men. ;

“In connection with other publicity
Wwork we have moving plctures of the
province’s’ ‘résources in . different Eng-
Ush music. halls. . Not ‘long ‘ago Barl
Grey, the present goverior general, told
me that he had taken the -then Prin-
cess of ‘'Wales, now Queen Mary, to wit-
ness these moving pleture advertise-
ments end that he had been tojd that
British Columbia was first in idvertis-
ing among thé provinces of the Do-

minjon. s .
. “The timber Industry of the province

with in a few ‘words.  The output of
Jumber for 1009 was - 775,000,000, - feet,
valued at $12,000,000.. Of this 450,000,
009, feet were cut from coast mills and
823,000,000 feet' from Mountain miits,
The total cut is an increase of 10,000,
009 "feet over 1808. The outlook  for

- .“Ih connection with the timber  in-
dustry the government is taking special
‘pains to secure the best means of con-

best methods to pursue, so that - the
wisest legislation may be enacted. We
‘are tully determined to

sion, composed of Mr. ¥, J.. Full rton,
chairman, and Messrs: A, C F‘lamr-
felt and A. 8, Goodeve, M. P., has vis-
itéd every portion the province ‘and
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the present year is particularly bright..

Berving this resource by means of a
commission which. will report on  the |18

r dete t ?b.:-tm this
utrivalled asset. The. timber conimis-
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000. ° The outlook” for the present year,
s exceedingly good, and it will be no-
ticed with satisfaction that increased
attention is being paid to the industiry in
the north.” As means of communication
extends it i8 to be expected that more
development will take place in distriéts:
where the means of transportation’for
ore have been hitherfgulac) o8 B
"1 cannot pass over the .guestion’. of
e «drawing. some attention’
to’ the development wa
Progress at presemt ‘fn “the -Portland
Canal disi et A _report recently issued’
by the department of minés stated that’
no camp in-the history, of 'the province
ever started ‘under miore favorable aus-’
Pices than that at:the Potrtland Canal,
We expect. great things from that ‘por-:
tion of the province, and I believe that
We are not golng to be disappointed.
‘‘The figures for. British Columbia
fisheries production for 1909 are not yet
avaflable, but those of 1908, totalling
$6,456,000, show an increase of $342,000
over 18907, and 1909 will show a very
much greater increase from the faot
that the salmon pack alone had an in-
‘crease of 415,000 cases, which would
about double the value of the pack of
1908, which was“ $3,484,369. It is,
therefore, safe to estimate the total
-value of the fisheries for /1909 at not
léss - than $10,000,000, as the value of
the halibut, herring and other fish are
much greater than in previous years. It
is also gratifying.to know that Canadian
companies are more actively engaged in
halibut fishing, competing successfully
with  foreign companies that formerly
controlled the business.
“The government at Ottawa has ap-
propriated a sum of $50,000 to meet a
claim of our government for a moiety
of the fishery -licenses collected under
an agreement made in 1901. In the mat-
ter of fisheries, as well as in everything
connected with the development of the
province, we want to act in harmony
with the federal authorities. There have
been differencies, but we have done, and
are doing our best to work in unison for
the good of the province.

“You know all about the development
going on in the Queen Charlotte Islands,
You know whag is happening near Vie-
toria. The potential wealth of what I
will ‘call our sea farm, comprising our
salt and fresh water fisheries, has not
yet been established. Everything in
British Columbia is big.  The same big-
ness which characterises our timber and
our mines will eventually characterise
our fisheries. There are people.abroad
who are skeptical about our resources,
but.they have only to come here to.learn
what they are.

Agricultural Output

“The estimated agricultural ouput of
the province in 1909 aggregated $8.500.-
000, exceeding all previous records by a
million dollars. While this is encourag-
ing, there is still much to be desired, 'as
the importation of agricultural products |
which amounted to $7,000,000 in 1808
rose to $11,000,000 in 1909. The increase
in the value of home products in the
face of a short crop may be accounted
for by the higher prices paid to the pro-
ducer,. while the increased quantities of
food stuffs imported indicate a rapid
growth of population as well as the in-
creased purchasing power of the people.

“In the matter bf dairying, while the
actual figures are not available, the
value of butter and cheese produced in

1909 is approximately estimated at $897,-
000, ‘or about 25 per cent. over that of the
previous year. When "it is considered
that the imports into the province last
year of butter were ovet $3,000,000, and
that the imports of dressed poultry and
eggs for the same period were $2,225,-
000, it will ‘be seen that there is great
Scope for these industries in. the prov-
ince. The government is doing all it can
to right this condition of affairs. We
have brought in poultry and .dalry ex-
perts, and with the aid of the Farmers’
Institute, have endeavored ‘to ilustrate
to the people the agricultural possibili-
ties of the country along the lines of
‘Gairy and - poultry farming. Perhaps |
this condition, whereby sd much dairy
and poultry produce is shipped into’ this
Provinee, is one which will Tight itself,
a8 the means of transportation are in-
creased and agricultural areas opened
up for settlement. >

“A conservative estimate 'of the fruit
crop.for the present year is that it will
be three times that of any previous year,
In 1909, 3,810 tons were exported, while
this year the export will be at least
12,000 tons. ' The importafion of nurs-
ery stock are 175 per cent. over yast
year. More than 2,800,000 frees haye
been inspected by thé fruit inspector's
office, and the importations in the fall
will bring the total to ' probably ‘ four
millions. The local consumption of
fruit has grown largely during the last
year. Perhaps tnothing in the province
looks more promising today than the de-
velopment which is taking place in the
fruit industry. Our products in this Te-
spect  are excellent- and uf 'standard
quality, Wherever the fruits of British
Columbia are sent they meet with fm-
mediate recognition, In the. Okanagan
in the course’ of a couple of years sa
much acreage will be under cultivation
as will increase the output of fruit many
times."” ?

! The Premier here read from a report
?: the department of agriculture, as £ol-

we: :

“The promise of gererally good crops
throughout the Province has been well
maintained up to! the present time, The
trées ' everywhere ave exceptionally
heavily laden, and the quality of the
frult promises to be very. clean. There
an anticlpated
Okanagan. Valley alone of 500 carloads
of fruit. = The total.yleld from the
Wwhole .of the province is rather Jhard’
to arrive at correctly, but as a oconger-
vative estimate, there will probably be
1,000 carloads of fruit available. Frices
| realized for the strawberry ecrop were
g00d to very good. Scme of the crop
on Vz'nqouver Island, however, sold lo-
cally, ‘which ‘ought t6. have been ex-

rather 10w prices. In every case where
fruit has been well packed and graded
to ihe northwest provinces, good prices
have been the result, e
“I'he. cherry crop has been -a - fair
crop everywhere. - Prices realized have
1 Mbst : of < the
frait has been of excelleft quality. The
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Plums and prunes also will'be a

full crop. The apple crop is exception-

all¥ ‘good at almost every point, and

the output’. will be very large. Or-
chards are rapigly coming into bearing.
and the® increased acreage yielding
fruit this yéar will be great.

'The associations and large shippers
are making every preparation to han-
dle ' the fruit output.. Everything
points to an improvement in grading
and packing this year, and the organi-
zatlon for marketing the fruit is in
mMuch -better shape than at any time
previous. The peach crop of the Okan-
agan will be very heavy”

Continuing, the speaker said:  “Pro-
vided the growers are erabled- to" se-
cure the necéssary help at harvesting
time everything points to a sticcessful
vear for « the frilit -industry ' of the
province.  The eat inérease. in the
work : 6f the ° aggfcultural department
has necessitateq #dditions to the staff
of a provinelal mery instructor, an-
other vetinerary inspector and two hor-
ticulturists; one for the Yale-Kamloops
district ‘and one _for. Vancouver - Island
and the Lower Mainland. The question
of establishing demonstration . farms
has been taken up by Mr. Scott, the
deputy minister of agriculturs, after he
had made a careful study of conditions
in -the ‘provinge, and these will be es-
tablished she b

X “'rommmo.

PNow,” wo‘f’é Iconclude I: want to
Say a: few “word$ on :the . important
Sibject..0f railways:  Since I last ad-
dupi&?"mig board the provincial gov-
ernment has enacted legislation which
arranges ror'th9§fwuqtlon of the
Canadian Northemi. Raliway from the
configes of. “Albefta to  the Pacific
Coast “and from Victoria to the ' west
coast of Vancouver Island. Work on
the Vancouver Island portion of the
road has been deliiyed for a few weeks
but at the end.of that timie either Mr.
Mackenzie or Mr. Mann will arrive on
the coast and the contract, for prob-
ably the first 20  miles, will be let.
Work 'has already commenced .on the
first 60 miles of the mainland construc-
tion.

It is the intention of the govern-
ment to assist the Canadian Northern
Pacific Rallroad to bufld from the
south to the north end of the island.
The delay In the commeéncement of
construction on this island road is due
to the fact that exhaustive surveys are
being made in order thdt the best route
may be ascertained. From o6ne ‘of the
preliminary reports presented by Mr,
Hughes the Canadian Northern engi-
neer on the island I am informed that
a standardized road with a grade of no
greater than one per cent. can be built.
This must be a matter of congratula-
tion to your bodrd.

Victoria will be the headquarters of
the Canadian Northern Pacific Railroad
on this island.  :The head offices and
the workshops of thé line' will be lo-
cated here. The produce of the entire
territory of Vencouver Island wiil pres-
ently be made tributary to Victoria. All
the hidden wealth of the morth end of
the island will ‘be uncovered and find
its way here. I believe that the time
is coming when , Victoria will stand out
as ‘one of the big commercial centres of
the Pacific Coast. = There is room on
Vancouver. Islang for a large city and
I don’t think thére is any place more
suited for it thapn .Victoria.

Mr. Mackenzie has informed me that
he hopes to have the island road built
within three years time.

“The contract for the first 20 miles
of the Kettle River Valley Railway has
been let by Mr. Warren. This portion
will earry the road from Merritt up the
Coldwater to Sumas. The construction
of the 'road will bring the Kootenays
24 hours’ nearer Victoria. It is going
to open up a tract of virgin territory.

“Then there is Mr. -Hil's project
whereby he intends bringing the Great
Northern over the Hope mountain by
way of the Coquahala. I am led to
believe that Mr. Hill is determined to
push this line through to completion,

“Furthermore, the Kettle River Val-
ley company has secured a franchise
from the Dom!plon government to build
a road from Ruby Creek through to the
Kootenays.

Other Extensions.

 "In addition’ tothe ‘foregoing pro-
Jects logging roads are either being
built or projected on both the island
and the mainland, The E. & N. rafl-
road is being exténded to Comox. ;| On
rallways alone ‘diting the next three
years a sum of from $40,000,000 to
$59,000,000 will be spent in- this prov-
ince. i B

“The .activity in raflroad construction
in British Columbia is one of the po-
tent factors in development and set-
tlement.. With the completion of the
Grand Trunk Pacific through the cen-
tral portion of the province; the Cana-
dian-Northern on the mainland as well
48 on the island; the Great Northern,
and the Kettle River. Valley lines; be-
sides the'extensions being made by the
C.' P. R, the incentive to settlement,
already very great, will be wonderfully
increased. On the island the Canadian
Northern will throw omen to settlement
large areas of land tributary to Vic-
toria, while the Alberni, Comox _and
Cowichan districts will be developed by
the extensions of the E. & N, rallway.

“I wish,” sald the Premier in conclu-
sion, “that I had facts and figures in my
head, llke my late esteemed colleague,
Captain Tatlow. I have not, so I have
had, as best I couild, to give you a kind of
superficial review of conditions as they
exist in the province today. But from
these I hope you will be able to glean
something of the progress which is being
made and of the great possibilities which
are in store for us. The years which
now approach seem to me from the signs
of the times {6 be filled with a greater
promise for the inhabitants of this pro-

vince than a Canadian people ever ex-|

Derienced before.” (Prolonged applause.)
On the conclusfon of . the address,
which wag interpolated with frequent
rounds of applause, a vote of thinks was
moved to the Premier by Mr- H. G. Wwil-
s0n, the new president of the board. = He
alluded to the efforts made by the board
of trade and the Vancouver Island De-
velopment League in pointing the way
towards development. The 'extension
of roads and rallways in the island
meant prosperity.
The motion was seconded by Mr. C. H.
‘Lugrin, - e o '
“In replying to the vote, Mr. McBride
sald that his pleasure in acknowledging
it was enhanced by the faect that the
new president, Mr. Wilson, was a West-
ern product, Mke himself., It must:be
a great pleasure fo a man of Mr. Wil-
son's years that he had Been elevated
to the proud and honored position which
he now. held. ¢ ’
Mr, G. XK. Barnard, M. P.
The ‘other speakers were Mr. G. H.

‘Barnard, M. P, and Ralph Smith, M. P,

The former alluded to the great pleas-
ure which it gave Him to return from
Ottawa and find such & #pirit of optim-
i8m abroad here.  The eyes of capital-

® in the Iast were looking towards

tish Columbia in” qu‘:ml difterent
weay to that {n which: they had regarded

this province seme years. ago. {
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ces. offering -for this var-|

Continuing, he said:
“Now,  while -there is nothing further

4 from my. wishes than 40" say anything

which might tend to mar the harmony
Of today’'s proceedings; still there is one
matter that I feel I must toueh upon. It
was with some hesitation t] at I deter-
mined to attend the meeting here to-
day, for I felt that I could not come
and remadin silent as'to the treatment
accorded me by the delegates sent by
this board to Ottawa during -the last
Session of parliament, and at first I had
‘made up my mind that it would be bet-
ter, perhaps, to stay away altogether.
Upon reflection, however, I declded that
as I was satisfied that no matter what
motives may have actuated the members
of that delegation personally in acting
a8 they did, the members of this board,
as a whole, had no intention of acting
disepurteously towards me, and, there-
fore, that it was my duty to myself and
to the many members of this  board
whom I am happy to say I am able to
number amongst my friends, to accept
the invitation extended to me and be
present at the annual meeting.

“The matter to which I allude is the
action of the delegates of the board ipn
wholly ignoring me during their visit
to Ottawa., I happened to meet the
members of that delegation within, I
think, twenty-four hours of their ar-
rival in Ottawa, and subsequently on
Several other occasions, but on no ocea-
sion did they see fit to enlighten me as
to the objects of their visit, ‘What thelr
reasons were .for so acting..I am mnot
aware. . For two years I have been re-
presentative of this city in Ottawa, and
during those two years I have had u
good deal of correspondence with the
board of trade, and I think T can fairly
say that I have during that time given
close attention to the. wishes of the
board ahd have to the best of my ability,
such as it is, endeavored to further those
wishes in every respect. Consequently I
have not felt, and do not now feel, that
I have in any way deserved the Insult
to which I have been subjected,

“Had I been endeavoring to thwart
the wishes of the board in comnection
with the matters with which the dele-
gation ‘was sent to Ottawa or had T
beéen endeavoring to further corporate
private interests at the expense of the
city, their action would have been, at
least, understandable; but, on the con-
trary, I had advocated on the floor of
the house and pressed upon the minister
in private the necessity of the very
things the delegation came to ask for.

“Under the circumstances I can only
conceive that their action should be
characterized, as I belleve it. was in-
tended, viz, a deliberate insult to me
and an attempt to belittle me personally
in the eyes of the authorities in Otta-
wa. Whether such a course of conduct
is worthy of the delegates of the board
of trade of the capital city of  British
Columbia, or is one that will tend to the
advantage of the city, I, leave to the
Judgment of the members of the board
of trade.”

Mr. Simon Leiser

Mr. Simon Leiser, one of the delegates
in question, rose to reply. He stated
that he and his colleague Mr. Kingham
had received a very cold reception from
Mr. Barnard on their arrival in Ottawa.
He. (Mr. Leiser) had been present in the
house during the ‘debate on the naval
bill, and he had heard Mr. Barhard ap-
plauding the opponents to that measure.
He was so Incensed at this, he stated,
that he determined that he would have
nothing to do with Mr. Barnard during
his visit to the federal capital.

Mr. Barnard stated that he was will-

Question before any audience in the_city
of  Victoria. The - statement made
by Mr. Leiser that he had. been cool to-
wards the delegates was incorrect. He
had greeted them cordially on their ar-
rival in the capital, and had expected
that. they would consult him in regard
to their mission. On the contrary, they
had told him nothing. He felt that he,
as member for Victoria, must take ex-
ception to this kind of treatment. and
hence the reason for what he had said.
Mr. Balph Smith

Mr. Ralph Smith, M. P., on being called
on to address: the board, said that as a
member of the Dominion house he was
proud and delighted to share in the pros-
perity of British Columbia. He believed
that the Dominlon government was doing
its best towards this province. What
was best for the province could only be
brought about by the co-operation of the
two governments. No matter how far
apart these governments were on po-
litical questions, where the interests /of
the province arose they should work to-
gether. Personally he was fond of a
political fight, but he believed that in
the question of the development of the
province there should be harmony and

In the matter of the development of the
province, there was work for everyone.
It was the business of the different
cities and communities to unite together
and work for ‘the . development. of the
great resqQurces ‘of British Columbia.
And when the wealth was created, it
was a matter to see that every honest
man would have his share in it

Votes of thanks to Messrs, Barnard
and Smith were passed unanimously.

The report of the president of thé
board for the past year read as follows:

To the Members of the Victoria, Brit-.
ish Columbia, Board of Trade, Vic-
toria, B.C.

Gentlemen: ——Upon proceeding with
the consideration of the anual report
of the Board's business to 30th June,
1940, sincere regret must be felt
that ‘we can no longer have with
us  a, familiar  visitor, ‘the late
Hohorable R. 'G. Tatlow, Although
not a member of the Board he never
failed, as a Minister of the Crown, to
accept your invitations, and the ad-
dresses which he dellvered on those oc-
casions furnis] some of the 'most
valuable information which this" Board
has published. Always optimistic, ft
is indeed ta be wished" that he might
have been spared to see the develop-
ments which he so eloquently led: you
to expect: but which sometimes were
not equally apparent to less well in-
formed observers.

Victoria Harbor

The progress made during the past
twelve months throughout British Co-
lumbia is very perceptible and the city
of Victoria has shared in the general
prosperity. = As an ' indication of the
rapidity of changes in this western
country it may be recalled that when
the Hon. Dr. Pugsley, Minister of Pub-
He Works, visited this city in August
last, he was led to believe that the im-
Provements to the harbor were being
sufficiently advanced to meet require-
ments; but he promised that the work
would be expedited whenever npces-
sity arose.  Within five ‘months an
acute situation resuited from the op-
position to the Grand Trunk Pacific

way Company’s wharf plans. On
examination ef the proposals the op-
position wds found to have some Justi-
fication' but happily by a slight modifi-
cation of the original designs and ar-
rangements for an extenston of the
navigable area in the harbor it has
been found possible to allow the new

wharves to be constructed. The im-

portance ,of this question was recog-

nized by your sending to Ottawa two

delegates, accomipanied by Mr. G. A,

Keefer, ‘Dominion Government engin-

eer, who placed the facts before the

Hon. Dr, Pugsley with the result that

two Lobnits rock crushers were order-

(3

ing to justify his position on the naval'

co-operation between the governments.

ed, and votes included in the supple-
mentary estimates to keep them oper-
ated day and night. The first work
to be done by the crushers will be
on rock in front of the Marine hos-
pital, which it is estimated will take
two years to remove.

The dredge “Ajax” is continually
employed in deepening th& channel -of
the inner harbor to provide a uniform
depth of 20 feet of water at low tide,
and also in improving the approaches
to the wharves.

The dredge “Mudlark” {s working in
the upper harbor, where the work to
be done {s. more than equal to the
life of that plant,

It is satisfactory to note, however,
that tenders are being called for a
new dredge, to be used in Victoria
harbor, and that the immediate re-
quirements of the port are being pro-
vided for with @ll possible despatch.

Marks of Progress

The new wharves and warehouses of
the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, one
of the piers being 3820 feet in length,
are a- substantial addition to the
steamer berthing accommodation in
the inner harbor; and show the faith
of the company in the possibilities of
business at this port.

The Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany have found their recently cof-
structed. wharves and warehouses in-
adequate and they are planning ex-
tensive addjtions. b

At the Outer harbor, where there is
30 feet of water at low tides, plans
are prepared for new wharves and
warehouses, in anticipation of future
developments.

Shipping

The arrival of the Grand.  Trunk
Pacific Railway Company’s  palatial
steamer, “Prince Rupert,” on the tenth
day of last month, the first vessel of
that company’s fleet in these waters,
marks .a new era’ in. the coast busi-
ness at Victoria. The sister . ship,
“Prince George,” is now almost due,
and it s sufficient to say that
they rank with the pioneer vessels of
the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany’s  Princess®s  “Victoria” and
“Charlotte”; and that this combined
fleet, lengths between 300 and 340 ft.,
are possibly superior to any vessels
of their size serving the Atlantic or
Pacific coasts of this continent.

Some idea of the growth of the trade
of British "Columbia may be judged
from the fact that the coasting fleets
will be increased this year by .fifteen
Or more passenger steamers. No one
can compare the present conditions
at this port with what existed only
a few years ago without realizing that
the growth has been phenomenal.

Railways

It is also most gratifying to find
the railway situation on Vancouver
Island fast improving. The Esquimalt
& Nanaimo Railway Company’s ex-
tension to  Alberni is being vigorously
proceeded with, the track. now being
laid to within 2 1-2 miles of Cameron
Lake, which will, in the course of two
or three weeks, enable passengers to
travel comfortably by rall to within a
distance of eighteen miles by wagon
road of Alberni, as against the fifty-
four mile drive from Nanaimo last
year. Thig ' drive through a beauti-
ful country is mow rendered compara-
tively easy by the recent construc-
tion of a new wagon road around
Cameron. Lake,. sixtean, feet in width,
which, ‘together with’ the fmprove-
ments made by the Provincial Govern-
ment. on the road over the
Hill, will bring Alberni within wch
easler access of Victoria.

The.balance of the grading between
Cameron Lake and Port Alberni is well
under way, and should be ready for
the raills early next yvear and then
Victoria will be within six hours trav-
el of Alberni.

The extension of the line towards
Comox and the North is already well
advanced by the completion of the
mainline as far ‘as Parksville, a dis-
tance of ‘twenty miles beyond Na-
naimo, and where the branch line to
Alberni  commences-—and  the contrac-
tors are now busy clearing the right-
of-way between Union and Courtenay
and Oyster River, and there is every
prospect of the intervening section
between Parksville and Union Bay
belng constructed in the near future.

New Branch Line

In accordance with the arrange-
ment with the purchasers of exten-
slve timber limits in the Cowichan
Lake district, the Esquimalt & Na-
naimo Railway is busy securing right-
of-way for a branch line between
Cowichan Lake and tldewater on the
east coast of the Island, and it is
stated that construction will be start-
ed ‘on this line just as soon as a
site is decided on for the large mill
eperations contemplated.

At the session’ of the Legislature
just closed a contract was concluded
with ‘Messrs Mackenzie and Mann for
an extension of the Canadian North-
ern Rallway system to  the Pacific
coast, via the Yellow Head Pass; in-
cluding ferry connection with - Van-
couver Island and continuation of the
railway to Barkley Sound, via Vie-
toria, to be . completed within four
years. Contracts for the first sixty
miles from the coast eastward have
been let and as soon as the route
between Victoria and Barkley Sound
has been decided upon construction
will commence without delay.

The placing in service of a segond

transfer barge between the Mainland
and Vancouver Island by the Canadian
Pacific Railway, consequent on the in-
creased development not only of west-
bound shipments to the Island, but of
the shipments of lumber outwards is
an indlcation of the benefits derived
from what is practically - direct rail
communication. Plans are being pre-
pared for a. third transfer barge in
order to take care of the rapidly in-
creasing business, which action is in
accordance with the assurance receiv-
ed from the Railway Company that
prompt and efficient  service would
keep pace with the demand.
The frelght cars of the Great North-
eérn, Rallway Company, after ferry-
age, enter Victoria via Victoria &
Sidmey Railway. Tt will therefore be
seen that the delivery of freight in
cars in Victoria by three transcon-
tinental raflways is within measurable
distance. -

Tramway Affairs

It has long been felt that arrange-~
ments should be made for the delivery
of feight in cars at the merchants
warehouses at Victoria: The most
feasible plan appeared to he for the
“switching’ to be done by the B, C.
Electric Railway Company, but unfor-
tunately that company was handicap-
ped by reason of insufficient motive
power. The facts being placed ‘before
this board, members interested them-
selves with the result that the company
are ‘now devsloplng additional * ten
thousand horse ' power at Jordan
River ‘which will overcome the dira.
culty complained of: ! i
It is the intention of the British €Yo-
lumbia xlect'rlc Raillway Company to
extend theilr tramway system as soon
:t‘the new power is available, prob-

y 4n about six months; when the

Alberni

tost of light will also be reduced. The
:ompany'u‘ trackage In Victoria - and
suburbs at present is 22 miles.
| Freight and Passsnger Rates
The  railway' freight and passenger
rates  char; .in' Brifish C lumbia
have continired to engage the attention
of this Board of Trade. The complaint
Is that the;freight charges. on goods
from this e¢oast destined for easterv
points are higher than would be cha~
ed on the same goods if brought fi
the Atlantie 8ea-board, or east
Canada = trade centres, to  this €O
The passenger rate charged in Br:
Columbia also is higher per mile
is charged in eastern Canada,
The contention of the Canadia;
cific Railway is: That the cost «
ing business in a mountainous ;
try is much higher than in a praicic
country; that the British Columbia
division was more costly to construct;
that it is more costly to malntairg and
that with the less favorable gradients,
the cost of hauling is increased.
The position taken by the merchants
and other bodies is: That the Can-
adian Pacific Railway was a national
undertaking guarantee of completion to
the Pacific coast being embodied in the
terms of union between this Province
and Canada; and that in view of the
enormous land grant which was made
by British Columbia in aid of the un-
dertaking there should be one schedule
of charges applicable throughout the
original system’; and that the ‘pre-
vailing freight and passenger rates
discriminate = unjustly against this
Province. .

Discrimination

The Provincial Government was
moved to prefer, before the Board of
Railway Commissioners for Canada, a
charge - of discrimination as & against
the 'Canadian Pacific’ Railway Com-
pany, with the following results: At-
torney General of British Columbia vs
the Canadian Pacific Raflway, 8 Can-
adian railway cases 346 at page 354
as follows: ’

“If the applicant desires to glve evi-
dence for the. purpose of establishing
that in view ot% the circumstances
the rates now charged in British Co-
lumbia are unreasonably high, or that
undue discrimination exists, leave for
such purpose should be granted, other-
Wwise upon the record as it now stands
the application fails.”

In March last the Government of
British Columbia took initial proceed-
Ings on the lines suggested in the
judgment, and the case is now in
course of preparation.

As soon as it became known that
it was proposed that this Province
should aid Messrs. Mackenzie and
Mann  in extending the Canadian
Northern Railway to the Pacific
coast it was urged upon the Govern-
ment to insert in any agreement that
might be made provision for the con-
trol of freight and passenger rates to
be charged. This recommendation is set
forth in section No. 8, of the Memor-
andums of Agreement, which in part
reads as follows:

“In consideration of the guarantee
of the securities hereunder, the North-
ern Company covenants that the Pa-
cific Company will agree that the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council may,
from time to time, having due regard
in so doing to the position and inter-
ests the, Pacific Gompany, and in
the e of Canada, bearing ‘also ‘in
mind :
reasonable rates 'from points in the
Province of British Columbia to points
In the other Provinces, or vice versa,
modify any rates established by * the
Pacific Company for the carriage of
freight and passengers to and from
all points on the said aided lines with-
in the Province of British Columbia:
Provided, further, that. if the Pacific
Company shall be heard and its inter-
ests taken into consideration as afore-
said: Provided, further, that if the Pa-
cific Company shall at any time be
dissatisfled with any /rates modified
by the Lieutenant-Governor in Coun-
cil, it shall have the right to appeal
from the order modifying any such
rates td the Supreme Court of British
Columbja.”

This section can hardly fafl to have
& most beneficial effect on freight and
passenger rates between competitive
points in British Columbia as soon
as the Canadian Northern Railway is
in operation.

It redounds to' the credit of the
merchants of British Columbia that
the volume of distribution from this
coast to eastern points has grown to
bresent. proportions under the condi-
tions complained of and it is most
gratifying to find Victoria merchants
competing : so successfully with other
coast cities which enjoy the same ter-
minal rates,

Distinguished Visitors

In August last advantage was taken
of the Hon. Dr, Pugsley's visit to lay
beéfore him the views of this board
in respect to the development of the
ports of Victoria and Esquimalt. After
a conference an adjournment was
taken to the steamer “City of Na-
naimo,” kindly placed at the Minis-
ter's disposal by the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company and an inspection
tcllowed of the Inner and Outer har-
bors of Victoria, including the area
which would be available if the
Brotchie Ledge breakwater scheme was
carried out. The party then proceed-
ed to Esquimalt, landing at the Naval
Dockyard, which the Minister inspect-
ed. The following day the board ar-
ranged for a smaller steamer and the
Minister was shown the Upper harbor
of Victoria (above the railway
bridge); the views of the board being
laid before the Hon. Dr. Pugsley when-
ever the steamers reached points
where improvement works are de-
sired. The Minister's promise that the
dredging and the rock removal should
be' further expedited to meet. the re-
quirements of the port, whenever it is
shown that the growth of business de-
manded it, was much appreciated.
On . September 2nd last the board
welcomed to Victoria the Rt. Hon.
Lord Strathcona and ‘Mount Royal, and
& copy of the address presented to
im - will be found appended  hereto.
The presentation was made at  th
Empress Hotel, as befitting his Lor¢
ship’s unefficial visit; but with th
knowledge of his keen interest in edy
cational matters it was deemed ad
visable to refer to the intended e
tablishment of a Provincial Universi'
and to point out that some of tr
most avallable sites near Victoria a
owned by the Hudson's Bay Compan
of which company his Lordship ...
Governor. It was not expected that his
Lordship would commit either the
company 'or himself to any promise;
even in advance of a definite proposal,

.Y “Vertheless, at the close of the pro-

ce2dings general satisfaction was felt
th:at he had become better acquainted
With ‘the situation.
.+ Experimental Farm
5 A ‘x‘“ for t': Dominion Government
Xperimental farm was also brought to
k1s Lordsiip’s notj j-and it is worthy
cf note that the site selected by the
Government's agent as “first choice”
was offered by the Hudson”s Bay
(Continued on Page 8 -

the desirability of obtaining"

;‘Are Described by Mr
¥/~Manager of Alberta
Elevator Company

RAIN IS NEEDED
IN SOUTHER

Damage From Droug
Serious So Far—
Dakotas Caused
Weather Will Be Gre

e

VANCOUVER, July 8§—“r}
ent is the critical period for t
c¢rops of southern Alberta.
there has been no actual da
the grain by reason of lack
ture, the absence of rain hay|
held back the growth so far.
the wheat is good of‘celor an
of root. All that is needed
and the next thirty days wil
mine the yield. Until the
conditions. of the next mont
themselves, it is top early to
any deflnite prognostication
yvield per acre. In the northd
of the province there has beel
of rain, and the crops there
excellent condition. On my wi
I had a wire  from my office
gary informing me that rain
ing there, and that is a health

These statements respectin
conditions in Alberta were mad
by L. P. Strong, manager of
berta Pacific Elevator Compan;
owns or controls numerous e
on the prairies. Mr. Strong
in Vancouver- last night  fros
gary, He-has recently returndg
a business trip to Mexico. Re
north, he passed through the I
and he has this to say regardiy
conditions-in Central and Nor|
kota:

“There I found the grain c
shot to pieces. The season
bart of. the country is earlier f
Alberta, and the result was t
hot weather simply burned thd
up. This. will- mean a large. dd4
in the.yield. Judging by prese:
ditions I expeot that the grai
of Alberta this year will averag
as compared with the. crops'.
past four or five years, but, as
it is a ljttle too early vet to
what  the results wil] actually
do. not, expect that the“yield pd
will, be. as large as that of las
son, which was a bumper year f

0
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C. N. R. Train Strikes Lo
Trailer on Winnipeg C
ing—One Woman K
Several People Injured

WINNIPEG, July 8.—The Can|
Northern passenger train Na
which left the depot at 4:45 this
noon for Oak Point, Lake Man
ran into a crowded trailer on the
nipeg Eleectric Street railway a
Pembina street crossing in
Rquge,. killing Mrs. Lawrence
serjously injuring her husband
three-year-old son, who ate i
hospital in a critical condition

Mrs. James Lynn, of Meadd
John Urquart, a student; of M
street, and - E. Jones, clerk, Sp
street, are also badly hurt, and
in the hospital.

The train was running at abo
miles an hour at the time of th
cident, and Flagman McCoy, wh)
on duty ‘claimed he signalled
trdin to stop but the engineer wad
noticed by the engineer. The flag
has been arrested.

The street car was bound for
Park, a summer ‘resort about
miles from the' city, and was cro
with passengers, many of who:
ceived minor injuries. Mr. and
Lawrence and family came here
Toronto on a visit and were out 4
seeing in the city.

On account of many narrow eseap
this crossing.the railway commis
last spring ordered a subway t(
put- under the railway, tracks,
work on .the subway is' well u
way. hS

RS S,
Summer Hotel Burned

BLUEMONT, Va, July 8—
Ridge Inn, the largest hotel at
summer resort, was totally dest:
by fire early today. Several score
guests and servants who were slee
when the fire was discovered, esci
without injury, a}thqugh a numbd
persons had to juRig™from window
get out. of the burning building.
loss is estimated at $40,000, only 3
covered by insurance.

———— ) —.
Noted Banker Dead
NEW LONDON, ("onnf._. July 8.
th of Elisha Frangis Riggs,
shington, D.C., at his'summer
a<n ce in the Pequot sectidn last n
refmdves a banker of international
utation.” His father was the foud
of the firm of Riggs and Comp
Washington, lately changed to
Riggs National Bank, and Mr. R
succeeded his father as the head
the institution. Mr. Riggs was pr{
inent in financial and c¢haritable wi
in Washington. The cause of his d
was angina pectoris.
o
Passed Examination

~C Mr. J. A. Nixon, son of Captain

C. Nixon, of the steam yacht Mov

has passed for a coasting mate's ce|

ficate after the usual course of st
at the Victoria nautical school.
L ek T

A Chinaman was crushed to de

@ at the Deer Lake mill, Burnaby,

A\ thursday, by a falling tree,




