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LRGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The Yukon Railway Bill Passes
Second Reading—Williams and
Higgins Vote Aye.

Premier Turner Will Apply for a
Royal Commission to Investi-
gate Charges.

WEDNESDAY, May 11.

The house was opened with prayer by
Rev. W. Leslie Clay.

Mr. Helmcken introduced a bill to
amend the Quesnelle Lake Dam Co.
bill and the bill was read a first time,

QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

In answer to Mr., Graham Hon. Mr.

Martin said the total cost of the wagon

road between Enderby and Sicamous
was $18,615.

In answer to Mr. Kidd the Attorney-|24

General stated that no royalty was col-
lected on lands for which the crown
grants were issued previous to April 17,
1896.

Hon. Mr. Turner in answer to Mr.

Macpherson stated that the rate of in-|F

terest charged by the Bank of British
Columbia on government overdrafts was
in 1897 five per cent. and at the present
time four per cent.

GAME BILL.

Mr. Helmcken obtained leave to intro-
duce a game bill to take the place of

one he had already imtroduced, as the |}

new one was more complete and had met

with the approval ef the sportsmen and

others interested on the subject.
THE YUKON RAIEWAY.

Mr. Higgins before the debate was
resumed on_the Public Works Loan bill
asked the Premiereif there was any
more correspondence from the govern-
ment in reply to the communication of
Mackenzie & Mann accepting the terms
proposed for the building of the Yukon
railway; was there anything to show
that the terms could be altered after
the bill went through the house.

Hon. Mr. Turner replied that the last
paragraph showed that these were the
terms of which the government approved
and the result of the interviews between
the government and the contractors.

Mr. Forster in continuing the debate
on the second reading of the Public
Works Loan bill had adopted in it the
section which had been put in the bill
last year making the Robson-Boundary
Creek line give up the land grant if they
took the subsidy. This section had prac-
i been forced on the government

year,

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“There was not one
word of objection to the introduction of
the section last year. The section which
it had then been proposed by one of
the opposition was so defective as to be
utterly unworkable until properly am-
ended by the chief commissioner of lunds
and works. -

Mr. Forster went on to say that the
government had strutted round in the
borrowed plumes of the opposition policy.
The government railway policy had bgen
had he argued and had only been im-
proved from time to time as compelled
by the oppesition. Turning to the Yu-
kon railway he ‘took up the Attorney-
General’s remarks of the previous night
to the effect that. the nationalization of
the railways was too costly a work for
the province to undertake.. Mr. Forster
held that _gevernment could as easily
borrow the money to build railways as
could private companies. He read long

extracts from writers favoring the na-

tionalization of railways in Great
Britain. There ought to be provisions
too that the province could at any time
take over the ownership of railways
that they assisted. With respect to the
provision that the province should get
4 per cent. of the gross proceeds of the
railway, he held that this amount would
not be a fair equivalent for what the
province 'gut into the railway. In refer-
ring to the correspondence ‘on the Ya-
kon railway, Mr. Forster believed that
there was some still that had not been
placed before the house. Would the
government say that there was no cor-
respondence between the Dominion gov-
ernment and the contractors on the sub-
ject.

Hon. Col. Baker replied that the pro-

vincial government knew nothing about
any. -
Mr. Forster said while petitions had
been sent to the house in faver of the
bill and it had been claimed that the
road would help the farmers, there was
a meeting at Delta a short time ago
that condemned the project—though it
was not a large meeting. He did not
think that the construction of the rail-
way would benefit the farmer by giving
him increased markets. The govern-
ment’s methods of assisting public works
did not conserve the public interests,

Major Mutter had listened with great
interest to what had been said on the
bill, and would confine himself to speak-
ing of the Yukon railway. That rail-
way was for the benefit of the prov-
ince and so far-as e could see the op-
position had not been able to grasp the
fact that there was no more informa-
tion to give and would not take the as-
surance of the government that thewe
was no more correspondence to bring
down. A great deal of ignorance had
been displayed by members of the op-
position’ in discussing the country that
was to be traversed by the railway. On-
ly that very day, he had seen two gentle-
men whor{ad, returned from the Kita-
maat and they told him that mnot only
was the valley a splendid one for set-
tlement but it could produce fine fruit
and grow magnificent vegetables, hay,
oats and other grains. The member for
Comox had spoken of this bill as if it
were a_ huge job and the language used
by that gentleman was quite uncalled
for. Sarcasm was all very well, but a
man should not go too far in that line
or it would tell against himself. A
great point had sought tb be made by
opponents to the bill, on the proposi-
tion that the company be allowed the op-
tion of paying back at any time the to-
tal subsidy. should gentlemen-ob-
ject to that—did they objeect to take back
their own money. In concluding his re-
marks Major Mutter' said that the bill
was a good one and he had no hesitations
in voting for the second reading.

Mr. Hunter rose next and said he
would take but a very few minutes to
reply to some of the arguments that had
been made. He regretted that he could
not agree with all the remarks made by
Major Mautter, but before he went fur-
ther he would like to ask the provineial
secretary a question. That gentleman
had said that unknown force was hur-
rying him (Mr. Hunter) forward to take
the position he had on the gquestion be-
fore the house. Did the provincial secre-
tary mean that it was any personal in-
terest that had induced him to take the
stand that he did?

on. Col. Baker—“There was nothing
further from my mind than to do so. I

said some unknown forcé was apparent-|

v hurrying the member for Comox for-
ward because knowing his ability I conld
not understand how he could oppose the
bill unless some force that I could not
understand was behind him."z

Mr. Hunter was rather glad of the

| said.”
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answer, although it was not altogether
satisfactory to him. 'The only reason
be had in speaking against the bill was

cause the measure was not im his
opinion in the public interest. All the
arguments which he had heard only ser-
|ved to show him still further that the
bill was not a good one.” As an evi-
dence that he knew by personal exper-
lence of the Stikine country, Mr. Hunter
produced a volume of Dominion sessional
bapers of 1878 containing a report that
he had made on the country. He recom-
menz}ed' the perusal of the volume to the
provincial secretary and also to the oth-
€r members of the cabinet. As to a re-
mark by Mr. Adams that he should no%
%ppose a road for which the people of
Momox had .sent in a petition
. r. Hunter said that he would with-
bru w his opposition to the bill if it could
Ce shown that a majirity of the people of

OmMoX favored the road. Give him a
fe?v minutes to.explain matters to his
coustituents, however, and he was sure
tha.t Jine out of ten of the names on the
Detition would be withdrawn. He ven-
tured to say that that was the condition
of 1l_nngq In every constituency in the
province.* As to the demand for an all-
Canad}nu road he would say that of the
820 miles to Glenora from Victoria only

miles was in United States territory
—surely that was almost an all-Canadian
route. The bill before the house was not
a good bill in more ways than one. He
thought it would be absurd to build g
road from the coast on the south of the
raser to the southern interior of the
brovince, paralleling the C. P, K. n-
using the C. P. R. and then bonusing a
rival road was, he maintained, an ‘ab-
surdity. He bresumed, however, that
the measure would be carried and that
1t would be of no use to ask them to
pause before constructing the southern
section of- the Yukon railway, He would
dowever, ask the house to pause betor(;
mﬂ.ctmg- the unnecessary expense on
the provinee of a million dollars. " With
a railway from Glenora to Teslin Lake
there was adequate communication se-
cured with the Yukon and he hoped that
even yet the house would not carry out
the whole scheme to a finality. If it was
resolved, however, to do so he wouid
ask the government to bring down the
compact they intended to enter into and
allow the house the opportunity of pass-
ing judgn'.len_t upon it.

Mr. nggl.ns was surprised at Mr.

Hunter saying that the bill was i
scheme to plunder the country and that
he should make such an insult to the
government as to say that they were
not to be entrusted to make the contract.
If they were not, then the government
were not entitled to the confidence of the
country. If the agreement brought down
was a binding ome then the province
stood to get a return from the operation
of the road. He expressed himself as
in favor of the bill and said that he did
not think that it would be wise to Stop
the construction at Glenora and it was
with the object of not having to pass
through any United States territory that
the government had brought down the
biil. He suggested that some plan might
be made to float the loan here more ecou-
omically than by going to London. Why
shopld not the‘ Coast have the oppor-
tunity of supplying goods to that north-
ern country. The sum seemed a large
one but not for the benefit to be had
from the bill. He thought the govern-
ment had made a blunder in consolidat-
ing this bill with the one of last year for
many people seemed to labor under the
mistake that the whole of he five mil-
lions was new this year instead of being
half of it due to last year’s bill. He
had no doubt that the bill would pass
and had no hesitation in saying he would
vote for it.
Mr. Helmcken while he had much plea-
sure in attributing praise to Mr. Cotton
and “Mr.; Forster for their speeches dur-
ing “the” debate, thought that special
praise was due to the attorney-general
for his very able address of the previous
evening. He was utterly surprised that
such a master of May and parliament-
ary procedure as ‘Mr. Hunter should
make use of such language as to say that
the scheme was one to plunder the prov-
ince of $1,600,000. If that really was
the case, if Mr. Hunter had in his pos-
session facts that justified him in the use
of that expression he should have stated
the whole facts on the floor of the house.
If Mr. Hunter had any information that
justified him in his statements it was his
duty to state anything he knew. It was
a deliberate insult to say that the bill
was part and parcel of a scheme to plun-
der the province of a million dollars.

Mr, Hunter: “I say so again.”

Mr. Helmcken: “If you accuse us
who support the bill of anything, it is
your duty to bring up facts.”

Mr. Helmcken proceeded to quote from
May to show that any insulting language
used by a member in debate was unpar-
liamentary. He would had this arisen
earlier in the debdte have asked for a
ruling, for he considered that the lan-
guage of Mr. Hunter was both unparlia-
mentary and uncalled for. As tar as he
{Mr. Helmcken) was personally econcern-
ed he bore as good a reputation as the
member for Comox and neither he (Mr.
Helmcken) or the other members should
have such language used as that used
by Mr. Hunter. - There was an inference
that if any man supported the bill he
was interested in a scheme to plunder
the province. .
Mr. Hunter here rose saying he would
not permit Mr. Helmcken to draw such
erroneous and unjustifiable conclusions
from his remarks. “I have a perfect
recollection of what I did say,” went on
Mr. Hunter, “and it was that from all
I had seen around me in the last few
months I had made up my mind that
this is an organized scheme to plunder
the province of a million dollars. I
can sustain that position on any platform
and I can prove my words.”

Mr. Helmcken: “There you are. That
is quite in keeping with what I have

Mr.. Hunter: “No.” 4
Mr. Speaker here interposed to say that
Mr. Hunter had gone.too far or else had
not gone for enough. A statement of the
kind made by Mr. Hunter could. never be
brought up in the house unless it could
be followed up with proof.
Mr. Hunter: “I did not conneet any
person in this house with the scheme.”
Mr. Speaker—“You said you could
prove your words.” : ;
Mr. Hunter—“If I am driven to ex-
tremity I will do so.”
Mr. Helmcken—“As you can see, Mr.
Speaker, the rules of the house prevent
personal allusions, and I am very glad
to hear the ruling you have just given.
I submit therefore that the member for
Comex should withdraw the expres-
sion he made use of.” I do no tsuppose
that he will, but I am satisfied with
our ruling.” y .
y As far as he was personally concerned
Mr. Helmcken would-have had little to
say on the bill had it not been for the
remarks by Mr. Kellie that it was like-
Iy to do the city of Victoria harm and
make the grass grow on the streets of
the capital. It was not a bill in the in-
terests of any one section, he held, but
one in the general interest of the prov-
ince. And as a' representative of the
ple he would support it to the best of
is ability. In addition it was always
a pleasure to him to see‘that'{:he pohcy
of ‘the government was aimed at the de-
velopmeént of the province. The early his-

government in bringing down this bill
future events would justify. It was the
duty of every citizen to assist the gov-
ernment by every legitimate means in
this direction, and there could be no
doubt that the work proposed to be car-
ried out by the bill should be done. The
opposition had taken a very unfair posi-
}.tlon on the bill. Anyone who higd fol-
lowed the course of the Yukon railway
bill in the senate knew that the bjll was
not killed because it proposed to build
the railway, but because the terms un-
der which the road was to be built were
not approved. The present bild was real-
ly for a provincial undertaking. 'T'he
proposed line was within the borders of
the province and only this session the
house had been protesting against the
Dominion chartering roads in the prov-
ince without the roads first having the
consent of this house. The province had
arrived at a point when it was thought
best to take up this road in the inter-
ests of the Province and the Dominion,
and of the Empire.. It might perhaps
"have been better toe have had tenders
from various centractors, but the exe-
jgencies of the moment and the sudden-
ness of the necessity for the line pre-
vented this. The oppesition had said
they were at one with the rest of the
house as to the building of a portion of
the road, but wanted the desirability of
the southern section to be decided by the
electors. He had listened to what had
been said, and it seemed to him a most
extraordinary position to take—that the
opposition who prophesied the govern-
ment were going to get their heads cut
‘off at the coming elections, were still
afraid of letting this bill go through and
having the glorious privilege of spend-
.ing the money themselves, after they
icame into power. (Laughter,) He was
perfectly satisfied that the second read-
ing would be carried by as large a ma-
jority as that by which the amendment
of the leader of the opposition had been
voted down, and in expressing disappre-
bation with the expression of Mr. Hun-
ter that the contractors would get away
with the government on the agreement
he was quite satisfied that in the prepar-
ation of the contract between the par-
ties, the interests of the province would
be so safeguarded that there would not
be room for a murmur of disappointment
from anyone. (Applause.)

Mx_-. Bryden in supporting the second
reading of the bill said that the railway
was not only to give communication with
the Yukon, but would also open up a
great area in the Northern portion of the
province. He had from conversing with
miners who knew the country, learned
that in early days: they had found no
scar_city_of food but the difficulties of
getting in supplies had been the bar to
success. One man told him he had
made as much as $30 and $40 a day. He
was ‘in favor of a line to the sea coast
as it would not be businesslike to have
a terminus inland on a river which was
only navigable for a few months in each
year. The railway would open up a
large portion of the northern part of the
province and was in the interests of the
country. He felt sure too that there
would be before long a road to connect
at Teslin Lake with the Yukon country
and he predicted a grand fdture for the
country. He would have great pleasure
iﬁnvoting for the second reading of the

; Mr. Rogers considered the bill greatly
in the interest of the country and if it
was not now built in our own territory
the United States would be building a
road that would take the trade away
from us. That was quite enough to jus-
tify the building of the road. It would
run through a great part of the northern
area of the province and give a feeder to
Cariboo and Omineca districts. The
immediate benefits to the province would
be great. It would be the means of es-
tablishing trade for our cities and pro-
vince instead of for the American side
and he was perfectly satisfied to go be-
fore his constituents and say he had
voted for the bill. Hé certainly would
have the greatest pleasure in voting for
the bill, .

The second reading was then carried
on the following division (Mr. Rithet be-
m% absent): x

or—Messrs. Williams, Huff, Mutter,
Helmcken, Adams, Martin, Baker, Tur-
ner, Smith, Higgins, Stoddart, Walkem,
Pooley, Eberts, Bryden, Rogers, Irving,
Braden and McGregor—19.

Against—Messrs. Sword, Kennedy,
Hume, Forster, Macpherson, Kidd, Ved-
der, Semlin, Cotton, Graham, Kellie and
Hunter—12, )

FOR THE RAILWAY.

Mr. Bryden presented a petition from
residents of North Nanaimo [avoring the
railway to the Yukon.

. Mr. Semlin objected to the petition be-
ing’ received, saying that the day before
a petition for the same object had. been
ruled out when presented by the Pre-

mier.

Mr. Speaker ruled the petition quite in
order because it merely asked the house
to take into consideration the building
of the road while the petition ruled out
asked directly for an expenditure of
public money.

PROROGATION.,

Hon. Mr. Turner in answer to Mr.
Higgins stated that though it had orig-
inally been intended to have prorogation
to-morrow (Thursday) that was now
found to be impossible.

BILLS PASSED.

The Speedy Incorporation of Towns
bill was read a third time and passed,
and so was also the bill to amend the
Jurors’ act.

REVELSTOKE INCORPORATION.

The house went into committee of the
whole on the Revelstoke Incorporation
bill, Mr. Adams in the chair. The com-
mittee rose and reported the bill com-
plete with amendments.

The house went int ocommittee of the
whole on the Agricultural Societies
Credit bill, Mr. Kellie in the chair.

At six o’clock the house took recess.

AFTER RECESS.

Hon. Mr. Turner, when the house met
after recess, rose with a copy of the
Times in his hand and said:

“Mr. Speaker—With every wish to
make allowance for the feelings of edi-
tors of the opposition press sometimes
making them overstep the bounds of
fairness in ecriticizing the government,
yet there is in the issue of the Times
this evening an article of such a serious
nature that I cannot allow it to pass
without taking notice of it. The extract
reads as follows:

“ ‘It would be very interesting to learn
how muech truth there is in the grave
accusations made regarding the rotten-
ness of the lands and works department,
especially regarding a certain important
branch of the same. It is alleged that
if those having business in that depart-
ment .wish to have that business
expedited they must ‘see’ an official
about it and pay a fee for which there
is ne provision in statutes.or regulations.
Several instances, said to be well authen-
ticated, are related where sums varying
from twen to fifty dollars have been paid
aqver-to get the particular business of the
payers hurried forward. It would also.
‘be interesting to find how miuch ground

————— >
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to-day. What was being done by the‘t.here'is for the statement that if one read a third time and passed.

wishes the slightest information at that
"partment the officials must be ‘z}een’ be-

forehand.’

“It is very evident from the way the
article is written,” continued the Pre-
mier, “that the writer considers these
statements well founded. A charge like
“this  of such a serious natur¢, against
an important department cannot be al-
lowed to go ove? unnoticed. I presume
the writer would not have made the
statements unless he had considered*he
ihad good reason to believe that what
he ,wrote was a fact, For myself I be-
. lieve the statements are utterly false,
just as other articles that sometmes ap-
;pear in the same paper. Such direct
! charges can only be met by having a
commission to enquire into them, and I
presume the writer in the Times will be
ready to produce what evidence he has
te support these grave and serious aec-
cusations. To-morrow I intend taking
steps for the appointment of a commis-
sion composed of a judge of the Supreme
court or other persons to take the matter
up and- probe it right to the bottom,
and I trust that those who make the
statements will come forward to sub-
stantiate them so that the whole truth
can be arrived at.”

The house then returned to committee
on the Agricultural Societies’ Credit bill,
Mr. Kellie being chairman, and numerous
amendments of detail were made in the

the meost harmonious character.

On rising to report, the committee ask-
ed leave to sit again.

Hon. Mr. Eberts_moved the second
reading of .the bill amending the Bene-
volent Societies’ aet, which he said was
for the purpose of enabling the establish-
ment of chambers of mines, mining in-
dustries and associations. The second
reading was agreed to.

Hon. Mr. Kberts, in moving the second
reading of the bill to amend the invest-
ment and- loan societies” act, explained
that the object was to insert a clause
similar to that in theée Companies’ act,
enabling the registrar to see that no
two companies could be incorporated
with names identical or praectically so.
The reading of this bill was also carried.

Hon. Mr. Eberts, moving the second
reading of the Vernon and Nelson tele-
phone bill, said the scope of the measure
was simply to allow the company to
secure right of way over Crown lauds.
The second reading was carried.

Hon. Mr. Eberts then moved the sec-
ond reading of the Land Registry Am-
endment bill. This was, he said, for the
purpose of introducing assurance clauses
in the act, with certain other amend-
ments asked for by provincial real es-
tate men. The second reading was
agreed to.

The municipal committee, by Mr.
Helmcken, presented their report. Among
the amendments suggested is one giving
the city of Victeria power to increase the
retail license fee, but not the wholesale
impost. The committee declined to re-
commend that the tax for school pur-
poses be authorized to be increaseéd to
three mills on the dollar. The amend-
ment proposed by the city of Victoria
and agreed to by the commritee is that
money could be paid into court on a stay
of execution without the assent of the
electors being first obtained. The city,
however, is not permitted to settle the
bridge suits after the decision of the
privy council, without going before the
electors for their consent. The com-
mittee recommended that the Municipul
act be divided into two parts as advised
by the late Mr. Kitchen some years ago.
One of these parts would refer to cities
and the other to rural municipalities.
The committee also recommended that
in future they should not be given power
to advjse any amendment unless it had
been referred by the house to them for
eonsideration. ; -

The house rose at 11:30 until the usual
hour on Thursday.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

By Mr. Semlin—For a. return showing
amount paid to J.,C. Calbreath or others
by the provincial' government during
1897 on account of the Stikine-Teslin
trail and for particulars about the work.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.

By Mr. Semlin—Has the government
yet taken any steps applying for special
leave to the privy council to appeal
against the judgment of the Full court in,|
‘the case of Madden vs. the Nelson and
Fort Sheppard Railway company? Has
the government taken any other steps
towards maintaining the right of _the
province to legislate in regard to the
responsibility of railway compauies for
injury to stock?

THURSDAY, MAY 12.

There was rapid progress in the legis-
lature to-day in disposing of business,
one of the most important incidents of
the day being the final passage of the Re-
distribution bill. Hon. Mr. Tuarner in re-
sponse to an inquiry by Mr. Semlin in-
tiniated that it was probable the gen-
erdl elections would be held in the early
part of July. 3 .

The house was opened with prayer by
Rev. W. Leslie Clay. ? 2
b Mr. Bryden presented a petition fro
farmers of North Nanaimo district, i
favor of the Yukon railway. The pe-
tition was received.

. QUESTIONS ANSWERED:

Mr. Kellie asked—(1.) Were tenders for
supplying materials for the protection
works on river bank at Revelstoke call-

supplies, and amount each firm received?
(3) The cost of shovels and by whom
furnished? (4) Amount of salary paid
engineers on the work?

Hon, Mr. Turner replied—(1) No. (2)
Robert Gorden, $1.75; W
$133.90; Bourne Bres., $563.60; Canada
Drug and Book Co., $21.10; Revelstoke
Luwcber Co., $55.92; Hume & e
$473.29; James McMahon, $26.75; C. P.
R., $879.72; Dominion ire Mfg. Co.,
$617.52, :
according to size and quality, W. M.
Lawrence and Hume & Co. (4) $10 per
day with $2.50 sustenance allowance.

LEGAL PROFESSIONS.

The 'house went into committee on the
Legal Professions bill and Hon. Mr.
Fberts moved to amend the bill by in-
serting a section which read: .

“Whenever an applicant for csall or
admission as a barrister or solicitdr un-
der section ‘37 has been called or ad-
mitted as such in more than one place or

rovince in Her Majesty's dominions, he
gmy base his claim for call or admission
on any of the various places or provinces
in which he had been called.or admitted,
notwithstanding that the part of such
dominions where he has been called or
admitted in the first instance requires
less than five years’ study, so long as it
requires not less than three years’
study.” This was carried.

On motion of the attorney:general the
preamble was made to read: ’ :

“Whereas doubts have been expressed
as to the meaning of section 37 of the
Legal Professions act regarding. the:eall
and admission of barristers and solicitors
‘from various pertions of Her Majesty's
‘domrinions, and whereas it is expedient
-to ‘'set . such doubts at rest aand to declare
the intention of the legislature thereon,”
ete. -

This, too, was carried and the bill was
reported complete with amendments.

MEDICAL BILL PASSED.

The Medical Act Amendment bill was

-

bill with little debate—and that little of |

ed for? (2) What firms (if any) furnished | =

(3) $7.50, $12, and $13 per doz. 14

——

NELSON AND FORT SHEPPAR

On the adjourned debate on the Nelso
& Fort Sheppard resolution being reach-

ed.

Mr. Kellie said there was another let-
ter he wished to see before the debate
was proceeded with. This was a letter
in regard to the Golden Chariot and
some other claims.

Hon.. Mr. Eberts remarked that this
was the first intimation. he had had that
Mr. Kellie wanted such correspondence,
as it had not the slightest bearing on the
dehate. However, he was perfectly will-
ing to bring down anything that was
wanted.

! The debate was accordingly adjourned
and in the course of the afternoon Mr.
Eherts handed in the letter asked for.

‘ REDISTRIBUTION FINISHED.

On the third reading of the Redistri-
bution bill being reached,

Mr. Macpherson moved that the bill
"be referred back to the committee to
consider amendments to strike out sec-
tions 10, 11, 12 and 13. The govern-
ment were trying to gerrymander Na-
naimo City and North Nanaimo, and he
wanted the sections struck out.

The motion was defeated on a vote of
11 to 18. . ;

Mr. Eberts moved that a number of
new sections be added. The object was,
he said, to give every person a chance to
vote at the coming elections. The same
proposition had been used at the last
election and he believed very satisfactor-
ily. 'These sections read:

22. It shall be the dyty of each collec-
tor of votes to transfer to and enter
vpon his register of votes the names of
all persons who on or prior to the date
of the issue of the writ of election for a
general election, shall have sent in their
claims to vote, and shall have complied
with the requirements of sections 14 and
15 of the Provincial Elections act, not-
withstanding that such names may not
have been posted for two months as re-
quired by sub-section (c) of section 11 of
the Provincial Elections act.

(1) Each collecter shall -forthwith
post up in his office a list of all names
so transferred to the register of votes,
and a copy thereof shall be placed in
some conspicuoxs place on the outside of
the door of such office:

(2.)) Any voter may; by written notice
to the collector to be given not less than
eighteen days before the eiection, object
(stating the ground of such objection) to
the retention of any name or names en-
tered under authority of this section up-
on the register, and it shall be the duty
of such collector forthwith to cause writ-
ten notice of such objection to be mailed
to the person whose vote is objected to,
and that he will hear and decide such ob-
jection on a day to be named by the col-
lector in such notice. )

(3.) The collector shall hold a court on
the tenth day before the election. (not
being Sunday, and if Sunday then on the
rinth day) for the purpose of hearing
and deciding all objections, notice of

the retention of names on the register
under authority of this section, and at
such court shall retain names on the
register of voters or erase it therefrom:
according to law. Compliance with sec-
ticns 14 and 15 of the Provincial Elec-
tions act shall be prima ficie evidence ¢n-
titiing the voter to have his name retain-
en on the register,

(4.) Any person dissatisfied with the
decision of the collector of votes in leav-
ing any name off, or placing any name
on the register, may, within forty-eight
hours-after the decision.complained of,
give written notice to the collector of ap-
peal to the County court judge having
Jjurisdiction in the district, and such
judge, or any acting judge, shall there-
upon. forthwith hear and determine such
appeal, and may direct the name in ques:
tion to be retained or omitted, as the
cuse may require. The judge, or acting
judge, shall be at once notified of such
appeal, and the same shall be brought
on for hearing at the earliest time when
the judge can sit to dispose of the same,
which he may do in a summary manner;
and in default of being so brought on
chall be deemed to have been abandoned.
An appeal shall not stay the collector
in completing or certifying his register,
or in doing or completing any other mat-
e or thing required by law, but after so
completing or certifying his register he
shall amend the same if the decision of
the court of appeal shall require it.

Mr. Semlin thought it would be more
sstisfactory to have the bill recommit-
ted to consider these amendments.

Mr. Higgins did not think the sections
could be carried out. The act should
be left as it was.

After a very short discussion the am-
endments were carried, and the bill was
1ead a third time and passed, amid the
plaudits of the house.

REVELSTOKE INCORPORATION.

The rep‘ort of the Revelstoke Incorpor-
ation bill'was adopted and the bill was
read a third time and pa ;

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN.

The house went inte commitfe of the
whole on the Public Works Loan bill.
‘Dr. Walkem in the chair.

Mr. Sword moved to strike out sub-
section (e) of section 3. This is the
portion providing for the 400 miles of
ruilway from Teslin' Lake to a sea port
on the coast of the province.

Mr. Semlin in supporting the amend-
ment renewed the objections he had
made to the railway on the second read-

2. . ;
Capt. Irving emphatically pronounced
against the amendment and in favor of
the all-Canadian route—a road that
would be in the best interests of the
province.

Mr. Hunter could not vote for the am-
endment as he did not want the whole of
tection struck out. He was quite in
favor of a railway from the Stikine
to Teslin Lake, though he considered
that building the road/to the coast from
the Stikine throwing away a million dol-

TS,
The amendment was defeated as was
also one by Mr. Sword in accordance
with the suggestion of Mr. Hunter that
only the northern section of the road
should have a grant made to it.

" Mr. Sword then moved that in case the
PDominion government gave assistance to
the road, the province sheuld only grant

a mile.

This too was lost. ’

. Mr. Sword proposed another amend-
ment to the effect that the contract ar-
rauged to be entered into between the
contractors and the province be sub-
mitted to the house for approval. He
objected particularly to the provinee ae-
cepting the 4 per cent. of the gross re-
turns of the line, and instead thought
that the rebate should be fixed on a cer-
tain sum per ton of freight or upon each
passenger carried.

Hon. Mr. Turner remarked that the
effect would be, if this amendment was
adopted, to - defer the building of the
road this year. The house might rest as-
sured that the government would pot ac:
cept any less than was set forth in th
letter of agreement, and if it were po:
bié¢ the government might even impr %L
on that. i

At the request of Mr, Williamg j
Premier agreed to put in the agi%?he J
already presented as a schedule'td the
act. Thereupon Mr. Sword by the con-
sent of the committee withdrew his
amendment.

which have been given as aforesaid, to |

L enough to make up. the amount of $4,000 | others fail. It is the dendingCo
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on of section 5: “In the case of the-
ne from Teslin Lake to the Stikine-
river being built by a company entitled
to a land grant for the construction of
such line, the subsidy herein authorized.
shall only be paid to such company on.
its giving up its claim to the land grant
for such portions of its line.”

This was carried.

Mr. Kidd moved that payment of any
subsridy under the provisions of this act
might be made by assigning to the com-
pany entitled to the sum the amount of
such subsidy in inscribed stock of this.
province at par.

Hon. Mr. Turner pointed out that this
would not save any expense and would
complicate matters.

‘The amendment was voted down.

Mr. Kidd moved that no person not a
British subject and no Japanese or Chin-
ese should be allowed to be employed on.
the railway.

Hou. Mr. Turner pointed out that it
would be very difficult to carry out a
clause like this—not in regard to the
Chinese or Japanese, but with regard to
others not British subjects. £ all but
British subjects were prohibited it would
simply mean'that the railway could not
be built. .

Mr, Williams took a similar view and
Mr. Braden remarked that the amend-
meunt was really aimed at keeping back
the work of the house.

The amendment was lost.

Mr. Macpherson moved an amendment
which read:

“Any act hereafter passed for the pur
pose of controlling railway companies
incorporated by or subject to the legis-
lature as to the issuing of stock or bonds.
and as to rates or tolls and the regula--
tion of these, and as to running powers
over or other rights in connection with
the railway of any company by any other
company, and the exercise conferred:
upon railway companies, shall apply to-
any company which receives any sub-
sidy under this act from the time such:
goes into effect; but this section shall not
be construed to imply that such act
would not apply to the company with-
out the enactment of this section.”

The amendment was voted down.

Mr. Macpherson moved that the pro-—
vince have the right to purchase any
work executed under the contract at the:
actual cost price of such work, and to de-
duct from such price the amount of the

subsidy paid or agreed to be paid to the

company under such contract.

The amendment was lost, and after
.the letter of agreement was put in as a -
schedule to the bill, the committee rose
and reported the bill complete with
amendments, and the report was adopt-

GENERAL ELECTIONS.

Hon. Mr, Turner in answer to a ques-
tion by Mr. Semlin informed the house
that it was probable the general elec-
tions would be held in early part of July.

PASSED THIRD READING.

The Investment and Loan Societies
Act Amendment- bill was put through
committee, read a third time and passed,
and so was the Benevolent Societies Act
Amendment bill. The Vernon and Nel-
son Telephone bill was put through the
ccmmittee stage and the report was.

adopted.
COMPANIES ACT.

Hon. Mr. Eberts presented the report:
of the select committee on the Com-
panies’ act. He explained that the com--
mittee had had a great deal of work:to
do, and comnsequently it was impossible
to have reported sooner. The result was
a bill that would be found greatly in the
public. intereat, one of the im t
things the committee recommended being
the introduction of rules for: the, volin-
tury winding up of companies, and om
the whole the bill would make a very
complete act and would recommend it-
self to the house.

The bill in connection with the report
was admitted and read a first time.

WHAT IT COST.

Hon. Mr. Martin in reply to Mr. Ken-
nedy said that the cost of the retaining
wall and steps in front of the parlia-
ment buildings was. $7,324.40; the con-
crete and stone work for the fence
around the grounds cost $3,807. The
work not included in answer of Febru-
ary was $46,331; demolishing old
buildings

grounds, $10,237. :
The house adjourned just before six.
o'clock. HEE

A DIRECT HIT.

Gunner Jackson SIE;I-t.ed the Gun Whichs
Played Havoc With Matanzas
Batteries. 3

il i
(From the N. Y. Herald.)

of the ships in the harbor at present is the
monitor Puritan, now here taking coal. The
Herald told Thursday, in its exclusive ac-
count of the shelling of the Matanza’s shore
batteries, of the wonderful shot with which

the battery and hurling earti:works, em--
placement, gun carriage and cencrete sixty
feet in the air in one terrible volcano of
iron, earth and stone.

‘‘Black Jaek” Harrington, the Puritan's.
captain, has been here to-day, and that last
shot is the talk of the week. T learned to-

man who sighted that death dealing gun.
at a distance of nenil.{ two miles and a half
from the shore batteries was Gunner's Mate
Jackson, one of the most popular lads on
the monitor. . =5

Jackson had just sighted his piece, and, as
he afterwards explained, he had th

bear to lose that beautiful aim, so he s
ner g0 a mouent after the a:ioca was \%-'
cially declared off. If he bhad made ‘m

been reprimanded,

cution done by Jacksen’s last shot .8y,
dred caps of ‘‘Jackies’’ came off'i
Cheers rang lustily from the def
flagship, the monitor and the
cinnati, impromptu hernpipes W

marksman was selzed and hu, Aguinpand
again like a long lost brother“:(g"
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the baby crying a little.
his lungs.

The Younger Matron—Oh, no doubt; but
it weakens his father's religion so.—In-

It strengthens:-

Hon. Mr. Turner added as a sub-sec-

dianapolis Journal.

af
PE St T
2 R

"“THe Bider MatronI¥bu sheuldn’t mmina'

-

Vo iy

GRS

e

—

onss ey




