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VOL. XXVII.. NO. 119. sorry for her. She was very fond of her 
husband and was always with him, and he 
always seemed to want her to go with him, 
but I believe now that was only a blind on 
his part. There has been nothing in her manner to show that she was worried about 
anything. She was always a perfect lady, 
and has blue eyes that look straight into 
yours. Her only thought now is, of her 
father and her desire to get to him.

“Will she go to England?
a “Yes indeed, as soon as she 13 released 
and able to go. She is now under the doc- 
tor’s care, and he says she will die if she

TninrnV duced. The important points in her evi- 
IRAGED II dence may be summarized as follows: She TIMULOTT was able to fix the date from the fact of 

there being a ball in Princeton to which she 
— expected the men were going. She was well
investigation acquainted with Somerset's appearance.Close I Her recollection ‘

THE BLENHEbe] preferable to secure French rule on 
the coast. In the Chamber of Deputies 
M. Etienne stated that the King of Da­
homey had refused to recognize the French 
protectorate over the Slave Coast, and had 
invaded that territory, but had been re- 
pulsed. He also said that if the King 
refused to satify the demands of France 
it would be necessary to take vigor­
ous measures, not with a view to 
the conquest of Dahomey, but for the pur- 
pose of giving a salutary lesson to the King 
and people. Advices from M. Bayol, the 
French agent on the west coast of Africa, 
say the position in Dahomey is unchanged.

Guillotined.
PARIS, March 10.— Saturday morning 

the guillotine did its terrible work at the 
Place de le Roquette. The execution was 
a double one, Ribot and Jeantroux, the 
murderers of the concierge in the Rue 
Bonaparte, both paying the penalty of 
their crime. In the afternoon of July 15, 
1889, Mme. Kuhn was found strangled in 
her loge. The police were put on the track 
of three young men named Ribot, Jean­
troux and Pillet by an indicateur, who 
succeeded in inducing the precocious 
rascals to recount their crime to him. 
Ribot, the eldest of the band, was only 21 
years old, while his accomplices were but 
17 years old. Brought up for trial last 
January at the Seine Assizes, Ribot and 
Jeantroux were found guilty and con. 
demned to death, while Pillet escaped with

ROYALTY'S REMAINS.imas, Ont.
er the Holidays .
ay, Jan. 5.

with Somerset’s appearance 
________ of the time of day corre- sponds with the theory of the time the mur- 

der was committed.
WHERE IS PICKTHALL?

Mr. Pelley was asked what he knew 
about Pickthall, who mysteriously dis­
appeared from this neighborhood on Feb. 
10 leaving behind a bride of four months. 
He replied that all he knew was that in the 
Metropolitan Hotel, New York, Mrs. 
Birchell said to her husband that she had 
seen Mr. Pickthall on the stairway, that 
she was sure it was he. Birchell replied 
that Pickthall had evidently come down to 
New York for a day er two, and 
would likely be back on the same 
tram with them. Next to the murder itself 
the question that is creating the T will interest here is, Where is Pickthall? It 
bo remembered that the announcement was 
made recently that a telegram had been 
received from Pickthall from a point in 
the Southern States. Further inquiries 
have elicited the fact that if the right man 
be not at the point from which the tele­
gram was received a man going under the 
name of Neville Pickthall is there. It is 
stated on the very best authority that 
Pickthall’s friends know no more of bi8 
whereabouts or the cause of his disappear, 
ance than the public do. A gentleman gave 
the Woodstock Standard this solution of 
this mystery. “It is known, he said, 
“that Birchell and Pickthall were on too 
intimate terms with a girl in the country, 
and when they met the old feud between 
them was renewed. The girl has threatened 
several times to expose one or both of them, 
if they did not give something towards the 
support of her child, and it may have been 
this trouble that drove Pickthall away. 
There are others, when they read this, who 
will be more convinced than ever that 
Birchell has made away with Pickthall as 
well.”

Coroner's 
Brought to a

TheDedication of the Imperial Maus­
oleum at Carlottenburg.

Birchell Found Guilty of Will­
ful Murder,

Parnell Will Prosecute the Exeter 
Gazette for Libel.to obtain a thorough and 

S EDUCATION or a knowl 
AND. TELEGRAPHY or 
ENMANSHIP, should at-

goes to jail.”
“What does she say about it?
“She says: ‘It would be simply cruel, 

cruel to send me to jail, for I am inno-
And Mrs. Birchell an Accessory 

After the Fact.
Princeton for the purpose of looking after 
his daughter’s interests. •

NOTES.
Chas. Buck, a German farmer, 2nd con., 

Blenheim, says be met a man about a mile 
from Gobles on the afternoon of the 17th 
dace mine kene 10 to w 
stock. The description of the man tallies 
with that of Birchell.

Miss Lockhart, of Blandford, says she 
was returning from Paris on the day of the 
murder on the accommodation and saw two men in the car whom she believes were 
Birchell and Benwell. They got off at 
Eastwood, cleet

Woodstock Times: Lord Somerset
(Birchell) and suite attended a church err 
tertainment here one evening in 1889, and 
generously put $25 on the plate.
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cent. to the farms she spoke“Did she ever goTestimony of the Last Woman to See 
Benwell Alive—Fivo Moro Mysteri- 

ous Disappearances.
Two Murderers Guillotined at Paris-- 

One of the Victims Only Seventeen 
Years 016.

of?" . :“No. I never said that she was either 
innocent or a deep-dyed villain, as reported, 
for 1 have believed her innocent from the 
very first, and I know her better than any- 
body else, and the paper that made that 
statement simply lied."

FIVE MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCES.
LONDON, Eng., March 10.—The Scotland 

Yard detectives are trying to trace five 
cases of disappearance of well-to-do immi- 
grants, bound for Canada with all their 
valuable property with them. It is reported 
that within eight months past a Norfolk 
farmer realized on his property, and left 
England on his way to Ontario. He was 
last heard of in Toronto. Another case was 
that of a Cheshire farmer who emigrated, 
and went to settle on a farm in Lincoln, On­
tario Another, son of a farmer in Shrop­
shire, who sailed from England with the in­
tention of managing a farm near Hamilton, 
and two others besides these have vanished 
in the same unaccountable manner. The 
theory of their fate entertained by the 
police is that they have been inveigled into 
some place, and murdered by a band of 
desperadoes for the sake of the money which 
they were carrying with them.

The Inquest Concluded.
PELLEY REITERATES THIS STORY.

WOODSTOCK, Ont., March 10.—The 
inquest on the body of F. C. Benwell, the

lar-ire Buildings Burned.
LONDON, March 10.—Japanese advices 

say a fire took place in the village of 
Hogoday on Feb. 8, destroying 270 
buildings.

Will Resign.
London, March 10.—John Sinclair has 

decided to resign his seat for the Ayer 0district. He is an advanced Liberal and a 
strong supporter of Mr. Gladstones Irish 

W 1 y Parnell Will Prosecute.
■LONDON, March 10.—Mr. Parnell will 
■ prosecute the Exeter Gazette for publishing 
the first forged letter printed by the 
Times in its article on “Parnellism and 1Crime, "and copying the Times’ articles day

ME. 
m. 
m. 
m.

murdered young Englishman, was , con­
cluded at Princeton Saturday. Mr. Pelley 
was taken to Benwell’s grave and he 
immediately identified the remains of the 
murdered man as those of F. C. Benwell. 
He told the coroner's jury the long story 
he told at Niagara Falls, repeating it sub- 
stantially as he told it there. The follow- 
ing points that apply especially to Mrs. 
Birchell’s part in the case were brought out: 
Mrs. Birchell on one occasion spoke to 
him about the famous farm at Niagara, 
explaining that she disliked to live in the 
house on the farm, as it was very lonely. 
Birchell frequently spoke about his farm 
and his business in the presence of his wite. 
Mrs. Birchell said also that she was dis­
satisfied with the servants in the house on 
the farm, and had decided to get some new 
ones from a clergyman who was in the 
habit of bringing them from the old coun­
try. Mrs. Birchell was present when the 
arrangements were made by which Birch- 
ell and Benwell were to go to Niagara 1 alls 
to the farm to make preparations for the 
reception of the party, and on the Monday 
that Birchell and Benwell left for the farm she looked into a store in Buffalo at new 
wall paper, with a view of securing some

on 
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a sentence of ten years’ imprisonment.
Jeantroux was the first to be placed 

under the fatal knife. As he made his exit 
from the prison gates he was trembling like 
v leaf and his limbs seemed scarcely able to 
support him. Beside the scaffold he eflu- 
sively embraced the prison chaplain, Abbe 
Faure, and twice pressed hie lips against the 
crucifix. “Au revoir a ma mere," he said 
to the abbe, whose cheeks were wet with 
tears. ,

Ribot died more gamely than his younger 
accomplice. As he walked to the guillotine 
he even tried to smile, but the effort only 
resulted in a horrible contortion of his 
features. He himself bent forward over 
the framework on which the body rests.

Old World Wirelets.
It is reported that the King of Holland 

is again dangerously ill.
The trial at Wadowice, Austria, of per­

sons accused of emigrant swindling resulted 
in the conviction of 31 of the GO prisoners.

The Customs Committee of the French 
Chamber of Deputies has voted to impose a 
a duty of 3 francs on foreign corn and 5 
francs on corn flour.

THE KNIFE.

The Growing Tendency to Secularism— 
Chapleau and the Workingmen.

HOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878.
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ILONDON, March 10.—A dispatch from 
ISouth Africa says that the Governor of 
Natal has expressed disapproval of and re- 
gret for the recent demonstration at Johan- 
nesburg against the Government of the 

South African Republic.
•The Duke’s Travels.
LONDON, March 10.—The Duke of Con. 
aught will start from Bombay for England

Thursday next. He will travel via 
China, Japan, Vancouver and Quebec. In speech at a banquet Saturday the Duke 
deplored the utter inadequacy of the de- 
senses of Bombay.V The Labor Conference.
LONDON, March 10.—The London Chron- 
ole says Germany is treating with the \at- 
,an with a view to the representation of 
the Pope at the Berlin Labor Conference. E The fact that Italy will send delegates to 
the conference proves an obstacle in the 6 path of the German Government.
■ A Tory "Cave."

[Special to the ADVERTISER.]
OTTAWA, Monday, March 10.

Rev. Dr. W. J. Shaw in the course of an 
educational sermon yesterday deplored the 
growing tendency to secularism, which is 
now appearing in the present reaction 
against separate schools, and says that the 
leaders in these movements in Manitoba 
and Ontario should be careful lest while
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A LIAR AND A HEARTLESS BRUTE.
Reginald Birchell was educated 

Harrow and Oxford, though he did not 
graduate from Oxford. He seems to have 
led a pretty wild life, and to have mingled 
with the “fast set” about all the while. 
He was known as a liar, however, by his 
chums, and his particular foible used to be 
to tell falsehoods to strangers about bis 
lordly connections and intimate acquaint­
ance with the high aristocracy. Here is a 
draft of a letter written by him found 
among his papers, which, far better than 
any description, gives an insight of his Hie 
and character. The draft does not give 
date or place of writing, and appears to 
have been written about a year and a haff

at
MRS. BIRCHELL.

NIAGARA FALLS, Ont., March 10.—Police 
Magistrate Hill, in an interview Saturday, 
said: “Birchell is a vicious fellow. From 
letters which I have in my possession 1 
find that he had a wife, or at least some 
woman, was traveling with him last year. 
In these letters reference is made to still 
another wife, who died mysteriously, and 
he consoles himself by saying her death 
was the easiest way out of the trouble.

“Do you think Mrs. Birchell knew any­
thing about the murder of Benwell?

“No, I do not believe so."
“Do you think she noticed that some­

thing was wrong ?”
“Yes,” said the Magistrate, emphati­

cally “I believe she thought it strange 
that Benwell did not come back with Bur- 
chell, but had gone to London, as the latter

they ask for bread they find they are 
getting a stone. He quoted from
a recent report of a very influ­
ential committee of the Presbyterian 
Synod of New York, showing the alarming 
growth of secularism in that State, as illus- 
trated by the fact that in five cities the 
Bible is never read in the public schools. IY 
nine cities prayers are never heard, and is. 
fifteen religious instruction is positively 
forbidden, and in 1884 the State Superiy- 
tendent officially decriitted during school 
hours’ Crof. Shaw considere.l the local 
option principle now recommended for 
Manitoba as no safeguard against secular­
ism The Citizen this morning editorially

for the house.
MRS. BIRCHELL HAD A PRESENTIMENT 0

TROUBLE.
A letter was produced signed F. Somer- 

set, box 572, Woodstock, and addressed to 
Ford, Rathburn & Co., the colonization 
agents, London, Eng., in which he appeared 
to make a report of the conduct of a number 
of different young Englishmen in and 
around Woodstock, evidently the farm 
pupils sent out by the agency. It also 
transpired that Mrs. Birchell told the wit­
ness since the murder that she had had a 
presentiment of trouble, having had bad 
dreams. The witness identified the clothing 
found on Benwell.

DETECTIVE MURRAY s STORY.
Detective Murray gave a long, detailed 

account of his connection with the case. 
The only point of special interest bearing 
on the case as it now stands arose out of his 
interview with Birchell and his wife at 
Paris, where they had stopped on their way 
to Princeton to identify the body. When 
he showed Birchell a photo of the dead man 
Birchell said that the clothes as shown in 
the photo were not like the clothes which 
the dead man was in the habit of wearing, 
and Mrs. Birchell, being appealed to, said 
that they were not.

A VERDICT OF MURDER.
The jury took over an hour to consider 

their verdict, the question with the most of 
them being the advisability of bringing in a 
verdict before the prisoners were brought 
up from Niagara Falls. The following is 
the wording of the verdict: 
■■■ 

Roderick Cornelius Benwell came to his death 
.== 

a her ofwhich was sufficient to cause death 
Bite vaim cmid = were Brea by the 

las

IEiRei NkeoMata Roiia ■F 
chell, was accessory to the murder after the 
fact. DR. McK AY. Coroner.ROBT. Rutherford, Foreman.

ICURE
ago. It is as follows:

My Dear Agnes: I ought to have written 
before to thank you for your kind letter, which 
found me much in the usual condition, 
haven't been up to Oxford since the Easter 
term, and very likely shan t go tor a while yet. 
though 1 have made my peace with the Dons, 
etc. I have been racing a good deal lately, and have had a very successful time of it SOIRT. 
My people are much the same as ever. You 
know well our mutual feelings have not 
lessened the breach at all. You will be glad to 
hear that Johnny Lynch has bobbed up serenely in his examinations and is in Stoat form and 
fore betting people as usual. I haven’t seen 

and Mrs. Sparks for a devil of a time. I 
Bat Mr. Thorpe fishing in July, quite like days ty rosette Gt HIkindana hori: Some other friends were also there and showed 
Tory good form. We had a very stale com- rendement this year—in fact, a bit off—no 
visitors to entertain, no afternoon teas or 
dn course you heard of Sallie Heid’s death; 
also no doubt, you heard the right story, wasn’t to be trusted out of my sight for a 
moment Very dreadful state of things, wasn’t 
IDs Death was the best and kindest thing that 
could happen. I should never have married 
her at any price-and you know me well 
enough to know my ways. Very unfortunate, 
the whole connection with those two girls, 
don't you think so? 1 was most certainly glad 
of the turn tilings took. 1 shall, I dare say, he 
blamed for much, but at the same time 
I am innocent. It appears that a 
certain fellow named Davis or some 
such thing, used to be an intimate 
friend of hers. This I only found out a few 
months before she died; also a good many little 
things as were of a various description, and 
which had better not be metioned. In fact, 1 
hesitate to toll you as I have, as I know how 
very far apart our paths lay in this world. 
However, you are in sympathy with me. I had 
quite enough of the matter, 1 assure you. Of 
course I refused to go to the funeral, which I 
consider was quite the right form to pursue, as 
T could not have the slightest sympathy with the departed. She died on May 16 last and was 
buried on the 20th, at Coppenham, Crewe miserable ceremony and no decent people. It 
was put in Tidbits as a curiosity.

George Hopper the Noted Pickpocket 
Stabbed by a Woman.

NEW YORK, March 10.— On Saturday two 
men drove to St. Vincent Hospital and left 
there a man who was suffering from a ter­
rible stab in the abdomen. The sick man 
said ho was Geo. Harris and lived at the 
Barrett House. Ho stated his wife had 
stabbed him with a carving knife. Saturday 
evening detectives were told by an old 
gambler that Harris had been stabbed by 
“Tom" McCormick, the burglar.

The police identified the wounded man as 
George Hopper, otherwise known as "Slim" 
Harrison and “Dutch Alonzo,” a well-

FITS LONDON, March 10. —The Dublin Free- 
man's Journal declares that Mr. Jennings 
action in the House of Commons on Fri- 
day in giving notice of an addition to Mr. 
Smith’s motion relative to the report of 
the Parnell Commission reveals a lory 
“cave." The paper predicts that the Gev 
ernment will secure a majority of only 30 
on Mr. Smith motion.

Russian Cruelty Denounced.
London, March 10.—Two thousand Radi- 

cals and Socialists met in Hyde Park yes- terday to protest against the Siberian out- 
Lages Mr. Burns the labor agitator, was the chief speaker. He denounced the out- 

and called upon the English Govern- apes a use its influence with Russia to prevent a recurrence of such acts of cruelty. 
Michael Davitt, Mrs. Besant and other 
prominent speakers failed to attend the

D had said.” 21:
"Do you think she suspected anything 

from his manner ?”
"Yes, and I think it troubled her. She 

is a delicate woman, and is now scarcely 
able to walk to the court house. She is 
quite young, and has been married to him 
only a little over a year, and yet she must 
have found out some things about him.

“Do you think she knew about the mythi- 
cal farm?”,

"Oh, yes; she must have known that 
they were frauds; but, as his wife, she was 
bound to shield him in every way, of course. 
As for Pelley, he knows probably as much 
of Birchell’s movements on the day of the 
murder as she, for they were together all

praises tins sermon.
Attorney-General MacLeod and E remier 

Ferguson, of Prince Edward Island, are 
here conferring with the Dominion Govern-

URE I do not mean merely to me. and then have them return 
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An Ottawa deputation will shortly go to 
Toronto to ask the Ontario Government to 
grant a bonus to the new interprovincial 
bridge which is to span the Ottawa River. 
All the railway interests are now represent­
ed in the company, and each of these will 
be represented on the delegation, which.

• * two members of the
known expert pickpocket, who came 
here from a Canadian prison three 
weeks ago. The detectives arrested Tom 
McCormick and took him to the bedside of 
the injured man in the hospital. Harris 
said: “I was not staobed by that man. A 
woman did it.” McCormick was dis. 
charged. The police said they believed 
McCormick had stabbed Harris, but that 
the pickpocket would not “give his enemy 
away." McCormick is 50 years old and has 
spent many years in prison. He was 
charged with the murder of ‘Big John 
Casey, the bank burglar, who was killed in

.will also include one or
bridge company proper.

Mr. Chapleau is in disgrace. The bill to 
slaughter the labor organizations by making 
H a misdemeanor for unions to demand that 
employers shall dismiss or refuse employ­
ment to persons who refuse to connect them­
selves with a union has raised a storm 
indignation among the labor people. . It is 
understood that Mr. Chapleau denies all 
responsibility for the measure, but it is the 
common opinion that whether or not the 
bill.was prepared at Mr. Chapleaus in­
stance the object of the father of the 
measure was to enable the Secretary of 
State to get the complete mastery of the 
employes of the Printing Bureau. If this 
measure wore to be introduced and passed 
he could soon weed out as many of the 
unionists as was necessary to bis purpose 
and shift the balance of power to non- 
unionists, who would be brought in to take 
the places of the ejected. (

day.
SHE HAS BEEN DUPED, TOO.ERY STABLES. __

ROWN LIVERY - NO. 6 
reet. East London, Telephor 1

WESI ENDLIVERY ASI 
stables, Dundas street. Tele

“Does Mrs. Birchell say anything of the 
murder !",

"No, she refuses to talk about it, and 
does not appear especially anxious or 
troubled. The fact is, I think her suspi­
cions have been aroused for some time past, 
but whatever she may think she does not 
express. She lias been duped, too."

“Do you believe her accessory to her 
husband's supposed crime?”

meeting. The Fight in Formosa.
■LONDON, Mar. h 10.—Advices from Chin» estate that the aborigines of Formosa offered 1so determined an opposition to the Chinese 

to quell the Formosa riot that 
the Chinese commander, after 200 of his 
■ 1men had been led into ambush and all but 

slaughtered, gave up the campaign 
against the reinis, and opened negotiations with them. The natives, on receiving 
promises of large concessions, agreed to abandon their hostile attitude towards the 
Chinese authorities. Brigandage, however, 

still rampant.
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DESPERATE DEEDS.

“No, I do not.”
“Then, why is she in custody?′
"Because a detective believes that lie has 

evidence aga nst her. A wife cannot bo 
convicted for any aid, comfort or assistance 
she may give her husband after the crime 
is committed, but only on proof that she 
aided or abetted him in committing a

A Wealthy Horse-Buyer Entrapped and 
Murdered How the Body Was 

Disposed of.

Pekin, Ill., March 10.-The body of 
Bernard Junghaus was found in the Illinois 
River Saturday. Ho was a horse-buyer, of 
Peoria, and a man of considerable means 
There was an ugly wound on the head, and 
his watch, chain, ring and money were 
missing. Four policemen surrounded a rien 
kept by Link Hummell and Bill Luckey 
last night and endeavored to arrest them 
for the murder of Junghaus. As the police- 
men burst in the doors the two ruffians 
dropped through a hidden trap door 
and escaped to the river by means 
of a sewer. Two Cyprians living with 
them were arrested, and the murdered 
man’s watch, chain and ring were found on 
them. Junghaus was enticed into the den 
Friday, his skull split open and his body 
conveyed to the .river by means of the trap 
and sewer. He had drawn $2,000 from the 
bank Thursday and intended leaving for 
New York Friday. He was 58 years old. 
The police have orders to kill Hummell and 
Luckey on sight, as they are desperate 
characters and have committed many
crimes.._______

Portugal’s Persistence.
I ILISBON, March lO.-Mr. Megmac, 
'director of the Delagoa Bay Railway, has 
Ibeen here ten days trying to efleet a settle- 

nent of the railway trouble. He has 
- satisfied himself that the Portuguese Gov- 

rament is determined, at whatever cost or 
inzaritoseite England entirely from 

I Mozambique. The company claims €1,650,- I The United States’ claim on behalf of Ithe MeMurdo estate is £760,000. In view

Pontes will insist upon ample compensation 
for their outraged citizens.. hA Russian "Jack the Ripper.

Moscow, 10. A sister of charity named Pintinsky,a woman about 40 years 
age and well known for her charitable 4las been murdered. Her body was 

into small pieces which had been 
inbsack and flung into a retired owed nhe head was rudely cut from the 

and found wrapped in a cloth in an- other quarter of 1 he"ity. As nearly as could the determined the woman was strangled, 
from evidence which the police will not 

close the murder was put upon a young student named Belzoukoff, who was rested in the Province of Vladimer and mediately committed suicide.
_The Imperial Mausoleum.

March 10.-The imperial mauso- Meet Carlottenturg was dedicated yes- terday The route to the tomb was lined ■ with sightseers, who respectfully uncovered ■ the heads as the imperial party paused on

■ win anonsight by the quantity ■ trash flower, that were heaped upon

crime.”
“Then the detective must believe there 

is such evidence ?”
BEEN IN EVERYTHING.

“So it would appear. Oh, Birchell has 
been in everything, and his life has been 
full of all sorts of crime and drunkenness, 
and this probably is not his first murder.

“Pelley, perhaps, would have been the

The draft was not signed, and looked 
somewhat as though it were not completed. 
Among Birchell’s other papers was one 
marked, “Extract,” and containing a copy 
of part of a letter written by another 
person to a woman, evidently a friend of 
Birchell. Birchell got the letter in some 
way, and made a copy of the part referring 
to him, as follows:

As for him (Birchell), Binnie darling (of 
course don't tell him), but 1 am firmly con­
vinced that he knew all the time that she was 
dying; that he got all my telegrams, ana yet 
wouldn’t come to her. To Sallie, poor darling, 
be was a perfect brute. I want to tell you some 
things about him some day.

A DELUGE IMPENDING.

The Mississippi River at New Orleans 
Higher Than Ever Known Before.

- ------ - ,
NEW ORLEANS, La., March 10. —The 

river in front of this city has passed up 
over the high water line of 1874 and is now 
at the highest point on record. It is rising 
from Cairo to the Gulf. A large break has 
occurred in the levee in the upper end of 
Chicot county, Ark. The crevasse is grow­
ing deeper and wider. The whole river 
front from the crevasse to the Louisiana 
line will be flooded within 24 hours and 
also the whole of Texas and Louisiana basin 
including five parishes. The height of 
water is unprecedented from Arkansas to 
New Orleans.

MISS ALLIE FALLON’S STATEMENT.
WOODSTOCK. March 10.—Within a short 

distance of the swamp where the unfor- 
lunate Benwell nut his cruel fate lives Miss Allie Fallon, with her mother. A reporter accidently heard that Miss Fallon knew 
something of the two strangers who have 
been so closely followed up by the evidence 
of many witnesses, and he accordingly 
drove out and interviewed the young lady, 
who said: “On Monday, Feb, 17, 
two men passed her house to the direc­
tion of the swamp, which is but a 
short distance away. She remembers that 
it was Monday, on account of the fact that 
a ball was held in Princeton on that day. 
She made the remark that they were doubt- 
less two young dudes going down to the 
ball One of the men walked in front. He 
was somewhat taller than his companion 
and of slender build. He wore a long, 
gray overcoat, with a capo on it. His com- 
panion, who walked behind, wore what she 
described as a dark pea jacket.

“Do you know Mr. Somerset? the re-

next victim? , ...
“Why, yes; he got Pelley in a winding 

stairway down to the whirlpool and 
Pelley believes he would have pushed him 
down into the water if a man had not ap­
peared just then with a boat, and he be­
lieves Birchell suggested the walk down 
there for that purpose. He has gotten 
Pelley into this farm business to the tune of 
$800. The assurance of Birchell is some- 
thing astonishing. When he was asked to 
put on the curly cap so that the witness 
could identify him he did so with a non- 
chanent air, and smiled while doing it. 1 
am inclined to believe the fellow s head is

MR. HELLMUTH’S MEETING WITH BENWELL.
Ill the course of a recent interview Mr. 

Hellmuth said: “On board the White Star 
steamship Britannic I made the acquaint- 
ance of Benwell, Birchell and the latters 
wife. They were companionable, but in no 
particular way different from the average 
saloon passengers you meet on board trans­
atlantic steamers. Benwell appeared to be 
a perfect English gentleman, well educated 
and affable in manner. I fail to see how 
either Birchell or Pelley can justify tho 
statement that he was a repulsive person. 
Benwell said to me as we were conversing 
one day: ‘If I get as far west as London 11 
drop off and hunt you up. 1 said 1 would 
be very happy to see him, and that was the 
last of the matter. This was all the con­
versation we had, and Birchell could not 
have referred to this when he said that 
‘Benwell went as far as London to see Mr.
Hellmuth.’"
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WORK AND WAGES.
Murdered His Mother-In-Law.

LA GRANGE, Ind., March 10.—Frank 
Mingus, the divorced husband of Annie 
Lounsberry, murdered his mother-in-law 
here Saturday. She refused to deliver up 
his child, which so enraged him that he 
stabbed her several times. He surrendered

turned.
“And you believe there may be others 

of his victims at the bottom of Niagara 
R I haven’t a doubt of it, for there have 
been several young Englishmen here looking 
after these farms and believing all the 
stories he has told them..

“How do you know this woman is his 
wife ?” , .:“We have seen the marriage certificate, 
and Pelley’s evidence is enough to prove it.

General Strike of Chicago Clgarmakere 
Imminent.

CHICAGO, Ill , March 10.—It is probable 
the 1,500 union cigarmakers of this city 
will strike before to-morrow night. The 
cause is raid to be a movement on part ot 
manufacturers to reduce wages. ______ __

porter asked.. 
P “Yes, I know him very well. She hesi- 
tated when asked if she could identify the 
than who walked behind as Mr. Somerset. 
But the sum total of what she said was 
this: She would not like to swear that it 
was Somerset, but was satisfied in her own

himself.
A Cripple and His Son Murdered

KANSAS CITY, Mo., March 10.—Charles 
Williams and his 12-year-old son, living in 
the suburbs of Galena, Kansas, were found 
murdered in their bed yesterday. W illiams 
was blind and had lost both legs in a 
mine accident. A man has been arrested 
at Prescott, Arkansas, suspected of being 
the murderer.

Suicide in a Cistern.
BRIGHT, Ont., March 10.—Mrs. Joseph 

Wilson, of Bright, committed suicide by 
drowning in her cistern Sunday morning at 
5 o’clock. Her husband missed lier for a 
few minutes, and, upon searching, found 
her as stated. She tried suicide by poison­
ing about two months ago. She has 
suffered from melancholia for sonte months 
past. There is a family of nine children.

Big Blaze in Detroit.
DETROIT, March 10. —At 6:15 last even- 

ing clouds of black smoke poured Out of 
the back windows on the second and third 
floors of Gray & Bafly’s furniture manufac- 
turing establishment, 98 to 102 West Con- 
gress street, and the building was entirely 
destroyed. The Hunt Chair Company on 
West Congress street were also burned out, 
and the William Wright Company (decorat- 
ors) were also heavy losers. Several tire- 
men were injured. The total loss is nearly 
$125,000.*

GET YOUR "GRIPPE"
On the chance we offer to buy 

the very best
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---- AND----

Gents' Furnishings
Very Cheap at

SHE IS INNOCENT.„ 
«That woman is as innocent as I am, 

said Mrs. Baumfield at the Imperial Hotel. 
“She came here a bride over a year ago, 
and we became very good friends. Mrs. 
Birchell is a refined, sensitive woman, and 
has been as sadly duped as the rest." 

“Did she appear the same when she visit­
ed you this year?"

"Yes, just the same, except that her 
health was extremely delicate.

“Do you think she knew anything about 
the farm frauds?" .,

«No I know she did not, for she told me 
that her husband had bought the farm, and 
that they had expected to go there to live, 
but the lease was not up, and the occupants 
would not give it up. I told her she could 
thunk God for that; it was bad enough to 
live in a small town. She would not have 
told anything about it if she were a party 
to the fraud." * the

“Has she talked with you about the

mind that it was.
THE LAST PERSON WHO SAW BENWELL ALIVE.

The house in which she lives stands back 
from the road about six or seven rods, and: 
from the window, which was her point of 
view she could see the two men distinctly. 
They were walking apart, but were ap- 
patently in conversation, the forward man 
wearing the long overcoat, turning around 
occasionally as if asking or replying to a 
question. She did not observe the man who 
was behind any further than that he Was 
shorter and stouter than his companion; but 
she formed the opinion that he was Somerset, 
Miss Fallon formerly lived in W oodstock 
and had ample opportunity of seeing and 
knowing him. There is only one house be­
hind Miss Fallon’s and the swamp where 
the murder look place, so that in all human 
probability she was tho last person who saw 
Benwell alive, with the exception of his 
cold-hearted murderer Being asked at 
what time of day sho saw the two men, she 
replied it was shortly after dinner and 
cc. me = S

MRS. BIRCHELL’S FATHER COMING.
NIAGARA FALLS, Ont., March 10.—The 

police authorities received a cablegram this 
morning that Mrs. Birchell’s father and 
sister would sail ou tho Germanic for
Niagara at once.

MBS. BIRCHELL’S MARRIAGE.

Toronto, March 10.—A cable dispatch 
from Loneon this afternoon says: Mr. 
David Stevenson, the father of 
Mra Birchell, repudiates the state- 
ment that his daughter is in any way 
accessory to the murder, and denies that 
her marriage to Birchell was irregular. Ho| 
says that he has now in his possession a. 
copy of the marriage certificate, and he be.1 
lieves that his daughter Iitchthree He received a letter from in lie considers 
days after the mu of her innocente of any / 

/ an absolute pro f or rime. / |connection with th the steamer /
Mr. Stevenson will day cn route to, Germanic on W ednesda)
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