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PAGE SEVEN

of Tra,nsforrpation.

By Everard Cotes in the Taronto Globe,

Pgkin, Sept. 15.—The journey by
ail to Pekin from Hankow, in middle
China, is easy, a train de luze running
once a week. I found my way to the
gusty Hankow railway station in a
creaking jinrickshaw, in the dark,
and was received by a civil French-
speaking Chinese station master. My °
fellow passengers included Germans,
Frenchmen, Chinese, Japanese and
British. = Wg were  stowed - quickly
into comfortable berths, and moved
smoothly off toa n accompaniment of
loud banzais from Japanese who were
upon the platform with their women-
folk to say good-bye to a compatriot.

Chinese newspapers at the moment
were reporting gravely the existence

of a rebellion in the province of Hon-
an. through which wé- were to pass.
One of them went so far as to allege
that four hundred people had been
killed. but we knew nothing of the
story at the time, and I am afraid X
cannot describe our journey as even
We found out after-
wards that such disturbance as had. oc-
curred haa been putsdown.some weeks
before by Somi& of the Nfinkfng Vice-
ro5.8 $5000k: .. Lhe  published . report,
was both exaggerated and belated.
NOT LIKE SOUTH AMERICA.

adventurous.

comparatively harmless affattx The
people inform the Governor that his
exactions are in excess of cugtom and |
that he must reduce them.” If he|
agrees the matter ends. If not, there
is a demonstration, and perhaps éome;
shooing, but - tihs 4gsonly- preliminary |
to a compromise, for - the Pekin
government never backs up its officials
when force has to be resorted to, and
the people have far too much respect
for authority to push any successes to
extremes. The troops boast of the
numbers of the enemy they have kill-
ed, but the fighting does not often
amount to very much. A typical
story is told of the taotai of a city
which shall be nameless, who claimed
to have put down a rebellion, but
explained, when pressed for particu-
lars, that it had not been necessary to
fight, since, by happy inspiration, he
had taken out a tiger skin, which so
frightened the insurgents that they
had all run away.

A rebellion in China, as a‘rule, is a ’
|
|
|

IN THE YANGTSE VALLEY.

The train ran during the night
northwards from Hankow through the
flat valley of the - Yangtse River.
Wooded hills came down on either side
of us at dawn, when we crossed teh
watershed into the Yellow River
basin.  All the rest of the five hun-
dred miles to Pekin 6 were through
level country. The only big natural
obstacle was the Yéllow river. The
line runs right across the middle of
China. It has been built by a com-

pzny of enterprising Belgians, of
whom so many hard things have been
said that I feel almost apologetic in
having failed to recognize any iniqui-
ties. If the engineering work cost
more than the projectors expected,s
and if it be not as solid as on some
other railways, I 'can only say that the
train travelled remarkably steady and
fast, that the food in teh restaurant
car was good, the sheets in the wagon-’
de-li clean, the officials invariably
civil and the fare demanded . of me
reasonable. If the "undertaking be,
has been alleged. an integral part
of a Russo-French scheme to rule an
iron . line ‘@cross Chind" froth Tonkin
to Sbieria, and to semeeze Engiishmen
out of the country, I must admit that
I have found it a convenient link be-
tween the British ship I landed from
at Hankow and the British bank
which cashed my note of credit in
Pekin.

A LINE THAT COUNTS.
There is,

as

of course, no getting over
the importance’ of teh line. For
patriotic reasons I sympathize with
*te wish that my own fellow country-
mer had had the building of it.. I
admire the more the enterprise of the
men who secured the  undertaking.
The robber in me swelled with covet-
ousness as the richnesé of the country
through which we trayelled unfolded
itself, I found myself .asking again
and again. What could not Indian
civilians have made of such a country,
and its milligns of industrious, peace-
loving, lnv\v-abidiug inhabjtants?

For six hundred miles,lfrom Shang-

hai to Hankow, as I sailed up . the
Yangtse river, crops. had stretched as
far as'my eyes eould earry on either

miles at right angles to my former
route. I was tracing out the bounds
of a plot of thirty thousand square
miles of rich agricultural land, heavily
populated  and industriously = culti-
vated throughout. I had shivered
often in my warmest clothes in icy
blasts upon the Yangtse, though mile
upon mile of rice field embankment |
reminded me that the country was too'
near to the tropics to be fit, in the
summer, for white men’s homes. As
the railway carried me north I pass-
ed intc the temperate zone. The
rice gave place to wheat. Peasants
at the wayside railway stations were
in ccats of thick blue padded bed-
quilt with long months of wear in-
scribed upon whitening seams. The
houses grew substantial.

TO KEEP OUT EVIL SPIRITS.

A winged stone screen in blue brick
frame balanced in frent of every door
to keep out bad spirits, for hob-
gobins, as every child in China knows,
cannot get round a corner. Masses of
pendulous purple tree wisteria flower
and white pear blossom" told of spring

returning to a northern land. It |

was the last week in April, yet rea-
of the sum could strike me, and
where the bitter, dusty wind that

car step in an agle where the full heat

| 'vsciors willow shoots on the embank-

ment were swing away suddenly by
an unexpected siding
whistled past as we ran was fended
off by the car in front. It is ex.
hilarating to fly through middle China
on the Hankow-Pekin waggon-de-lits
train-step, and ridiculously safe
where one has a stout brass handle
conveniently placed on either side, as
I had to hold on ts whenever a bridge
beneath wae deep or the soft, green,
At breakfast the Belgian conductor
reported that we were approaching
the Yellow river bridge, so we were
all upon the lookout for the embank-
ments that the school primers talk
about as protecting the country from
flood. We hought, at length, thatf
we had discovered what we were look-
ing for in the distance upon the left.
It was a hundred feet high, and bore
scrub jungle, joss houses and dwell-
ings upon it. It was only too big
and too.much like a natural line of
hills to 'satisfy our expectations.
Then it stopped off unaccountably on
the right of the track, where the
country stretched away indefinitely
upon precisely the same level as our-
selves. Doubts about the school
primer’s information began to arise in
our minds, and were confirmed when ‘a
glea mof water flashed out of a yellow
desert of sand at the point where
what we had imagined to be the em-
bankment left off. The train stopped
at the foot of the hill.. A ghort
tunnel through an outlying spur was
in front. On the left was a wide,
flat-bottomed gully, which ran into the
range longitudinally, and afforded a
vista of irregular masses of brown,
bare, piled-up loam covered with slim

black frameworks of bushy trees.
The branches were thickening with
budding leaves, too small as yet to
throw any softening shadow -upon the
glaring dust.

NOT LIKE THE BOOKS.

On the right a black giant mille-
pede strode on long, thin legs into the
distance across a waste of sand and
water. . The bridge was there indeed.
The spur through which the railway
tunnelled ‘alone concealed iis head.
There was no embankment. The
line where the green crops ended and
the yellow parterre of sand and water
began stretched away to the horizon
without break in level. There was
nothing visible to prevent the pea-
soup streams from extending when in
flood over the cultivation to any ex-
tent: An illusion was destroyed
which the hills on the left conld not
restore, however like embankments
they might seem. It is pogsible that
the Yellow river may live elsewhere
upon its long course up to the tradi-
tions of a stream .embanked upon
either side until it is high above the
surrounding country. _ It does mpoth-
ing of the kind, so far as I could see at
the point where the Belgian railway
crosses it. aik

There was barely time to take a
photpgraph of the gorge before the
train plunged into the_ tunnel through
the spur and the roar of reverberat-

bapk; ; Now, ..carefully _ tilled ﬁeld]i"g steel girders -announced that we
after field, bearing promise of heavy were upon the bridge. Behind us,

harvest, extended for five hundred

lining the channel upon the left, was

n;)w the range of hilis which-ended
abruptly at thHe railway. The river-
bed beyond shaked indefinitely into a
wide expanse of girders stg‘gtched out
over what seemed to be, some miles of
a desert, streaked with winding pea-
soup stmamé.
LIFE ALONG THE RIVER.

Cautiously we rumbled forward and
looked down through open framework
far helow upon alternsting dusty
stroteches and rushing water. - In
places the stréams were grubbing,
like a terrier after a rat;, at the base

of  the, perilously slender columns
which supported the track. One won-

dered how much of the foundations
had been undermined since the last
preceding train had crossed. Some
of the dusty stretches were dotted with
hundreds of .blue human ants toiling
to build up at the more geriously

threatened points breastworks of sand,
which the water may or may not res-

pect when it rises. Down-stream a
bhundred junks floated placidly upon
ah expansion of the river, their sails
dleaming swan-lide in- the strong
midday light.

The . prolonged. rumble of wunstable
girders gave place at length to the
substantial hum of metalled perman-
ent way. We had reached the farther
bank, and the train teok heart and
quickened its pace.. We sped through
flat, low-lying country across a flimsy
embankment a few feet high, which
gives the river béd on the northern
shore some slight hint as to the course

intended for it, a hint which appears
to be omitted altogether beyond the
hills on the southern bank.

Miserable huts, where once

{ thriving villages, reminded us that
sons of warmth made me seek out a |

the population, over thousands of fer-
tile square miles, have not yet recover-
cd from the floods in which millions
of human beings perished barely a

generation ago. The river still flows

{in the channel which it carved in

summer fury, when it changed its
course from the south to the north of

the Shantung Peninsula and adopted

{ the Pechili Gulf in place of the Yel-,

low Sea, for its outfall. It is an ob-

stacle which must always cause much

anxiety to'the railway.
SCENES BY THE WAY.

At almost evory station where the
train stopped we found a crowd of
blue-coated Chinese countrymen pre-
pared to take intelligent interest in
our affairs. Of local traffic there was

little, for few but foreigners travel by
express in China, the man of the
country preferring cheaper means of
ronvoyanée. The people had marched
in sometimes long distances to look at
us. In only rare instances did they
either beg or endeavor to dispose of in-
ferior Chinese bronzes or more pre-
tentious curios left upon their hands
by unscrupulous dealers from Bir-
mingham. At every stopping place
was a soldier in black coat and red
hieroglyphics, carrying an 1888 pat-
tern mauser rifle from the Hanyang
arsenal, and proud to show us how
semartly he could come to attention at
the - word of command. There was no
| ammunition in his pouch, but we felt
we were being taken care of by the
anxious Chinese 'government, which is
lal\\'ays somewhere in the background
| to watch over the safety of thet rouble-
?some stranger.
‘Iargn number of apparently insignifi-
| cant halting places we were received

At a surprisingly

by a comfortable Belgian station
lmaster.

A BRITISH ENTERPRISE.

I A pair of steel rails glistening on a
| stone-ballasted = side track . which
| brached away upon the left reminded
u3 that a British company, calling it-
self the Pekin Mining Syndicate, is
| developing a coal field in the middle of
' crthwestern China, and some day
1\\1]1 supply mineral of good quality to
1 both Pekin and Hankow.
| Eruptions of rough earth amongst
{ e
I sinooth- green™crops, with a cypress
| tiec or two alongside and a. sub-
fstantiul stone table in front, where
|
to read inscriptions engraved by
:l‘n'nus descendants Tupon expensive
'glone pillars, became more and more
| frequent features of the landscape as
' the second morning wore on. Pre-

heats and

evaporates many

times as quickly above a

fire as below it. To have the
water pan in the bottom of a furnace
makes the atmosphere of a house very dry.
: The water pan is at the top of the

HeclaFurnace

(The only furnace with a gas and dust-proof joint.)

The air in the living rooms is always fresh and
moist—not dry. Such an arrangement
permits a profusion of flowers—your

windows can

be turned into

CLARE

veritable conservatories. & ¥ BROS. aca

Write for Gatalogue to

LIMITED,

Winnipeg Branch.
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e e

PRESTON

A |«
CLARE &
BROCKEST,
WINNIPEG

Revllon Brothers, Limited

Physique Types.

When we tailor Semi-ready to physiques.

we ‘insure fit!

And when we make fit certain we build
the different suit parts to hold their shape

permaneptly.

We thus make you a suit that fits and

wears well—with needle moulded shape to

stand any amoiint of usage.

Don’t feel backward about telling us if
you're not altogether satisfied|

'SEMI-READY

‘WARUROBE,

KELLY & MOORE, EDMONTON,

» . . |
anccstors’ guests can sit conveniently !
|

B | ting live coals to drop through. . D
| clinkers, etc.. are sharply cut off by 2 tuzi ol
{ the grate. The whole contents of the grate

scntly we entered a region which was
little7else than a vast graveyard.
Tl “horizon bristled with sharp-
pcinted earth heaps, each representing
n tomb . Although the Chinese plage
the cofin merely upon the open ground
anld heap up éarth on top of it with-
out any attempt at sinking it below
the &irface, .not a single neglected
wound or protruding - board was
visible. The heaps were in groups,
cach_ representing & family. Behind
cvery one was a sheltering mound rto
eep .evil spirits away and preserve
the fanshui (good luck) of the loca-
t:cn. These mounds are generally
upon ‘the north. It is on them that
good spirits rest, with one elbow upon
the tiger and the other on the dragon
that guard the resting places of iue
Cead. The graves are in the fields
and cuitivation goes on around them.
Wellfed ox and corpulent donkey.{
yoked as a pair, draw a substantial
cart past the train. Blue poke bon-
nets on wheels with five mules bet-
tween the strings, potter along the
LIghwEys. They are the famous
Pekin carts that even a Chinese
country quagmire does mnot appal.
Houses grow frequent. Fruit tress,
with .masses of pink blossoms, are on
every side. ~ We: pass through a stone
archway in an ancient wall. Grey,
weather-worn battlements and keeps
tower upon the left. We are in the
middle of an enormcus Chinese city.
It is Pekin.

HE ash-pit of the Oxford Hot Wates
Boiler high base gives great depth fog
accumulated ashes, and, when ordered,

is fitted with an ash sifter which separates the
good coal from the dead ashes, thus, withog'l
any extra trouble, saving much fuel that is
ordinarily thrown away. .

Oxford
Hot UWater
Boiler

The diameter of the fire-pot- is greater at
the top than at the bottom, preventing an
eccumaulation of ashes around the most active

| part of‘the boiler.

The triangular revolving grate # hollow,
allowing immense air space withou;&)emx.
ashes,

are dumped by a few extra turns.

We would like to tell you more about the
Oxford Hot Water Boiler. Will youn write for
our book ? - It’s free. 1007

The Gurney Foundry Co., Limited, Toronto
Hamilton, Montreal, Winnipeg, Vancouves

THE GURNEY STANDARD METALCD -
LIMITED. CALGARY

on the label; is an absolute surety of \l
good value ‘becuuse it means a i
Genuine,
Pot Still
Scotch Whisky

containing those
full and finz flav-
ors which render
it more easily di-
luted and health-
% ful than ** biend-
ed’ Whisky.

POT STILL

Strathmill

(6 years old)
AND

Sp@x %gyal

gre guaranteed genuine
Pot Still Pure Malt

Scotch Whiskies by

Distiligrs, Botflers and Distridutors of the Finest Pure
%‘lall Whiskles. Purveyors of Wines and
Snirits to H. M. the King

FGR SALE BY J. B. WERCER,

The Edmmonton Wise end Spirit Co.,
And ail Leading Hotels.

e o Sl ] A :

Musti e out in Cold We
on the cattle )raug':s?—l-\unbcrin»?—uta".;ing iong drives? Don't your feet get
terribly cold ?

Eimira Feit Shoes

keep the feet warm and comfortable, no matter how long you are out.
They are the only possible means of protecting the fect against celd.
They prevent you taking cold—and make walking and driving a
{ pleasure.
ELMIRA FELTS are as easy as old slioes—light—pliahle—dressy

——wear well—and are WARM. 7

ELMIRA FELT SLIPPERS are fine for tlic
house, - See that the trademark, as sliown helow,
appears on the sole.  All genuine Elmira Goosls
haye it in this way. 28

soLD ALLIOVER THE WEST BY BEST DEALERS

|

R AR

—and it does not get louse and baggy with wear.
garment 18 guarantccd 11

dealer will refund

fits

liKe a

second

sKin

STANFIELD’S
UNSHRINKABLE
UNDERWEAR is made

in a range of sizes to give
EVERY MAN just the chest
the length of shirt

and drawers—that suit his ﬁgure.

Stanfield’s

measurement

“Unshrinkable”
Underwear

Is ebsolutely unshriricalle.

It fits easily, comfortably

Every
hrizkable and faultless.  Your
the moncy if you have a single Complaint

to make against any Stanfleld garment. o7

N RS .. >

»




