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fire AND SWORD :

A STORY OF THE MASSACRE OF 

OLENCOE.

CHAPTER XV.

HOPES AND FEARS.

M Ian went «to bed under Barcaldine’s 
roof with a mind ill at ease with itself, 
and full of the most gloomy forebod 
inge.

The hour which had ushered in to oth­
ers a New Year of hope and promise, 
had brought with it to him and his pec 
pie a sword of vengeance which hung 
suspended above their heads, Damocles 
like, by a single thread, which design 
er treachery might at any moment 
snap.

Jealous, along with others of the Jac­
obite Chiefs, of the conduct of Breads) 
l»ane in the distribution of the peace 
money entrusted to his care, M’Ian had 
all along resented the Earl's meagre 
cognition of him as an open affront, and

at once sprang to his feet, and presently 
began dressing himself preparatory to 
undertaking the day's journey towards 
Inverary.

Late abed, 1 fear ; what sort of a 
morning, lads 1 ” he asked, directing his 
eyes to the window.

“The enow has taken off and the rim's 
are down," answered Malcolm.

I am rejoiced at that, lads. Let us 
hurry forward without delay. By push­
ing well on, we may reach the head of 
Loch Awe before dusk, and reporting our 
message at Kilchurch Castle, obtain shel­
ter there for the night, and if the Earl is 
within he shall hear from my own Ups 
my earnest desire of submission; and if 
he is honest in his intentions—which I 
hardly hope—he shall then be in duty 
bound to forwarn the King’s officers tak 
ing proceedings against us.”

“You forget,” interposed Malcolm, 
“that if what Barcaldine said last night 
is true, then the Earl is expected here 
to-day, in which case the journey need 
not be precipitatey at personal risk.1

“Right, Malcolm," replied the Chief. 
“I was forgetting last nights arrange­
ment. This fatal business weighs so

had refused to ally himself with hie heavi,T on my hoart »”d conscience that 
scheme of pacification,partly in the hope “J tho“Khu are incoherent and mixed," 
that hie example would be followed by and he Btruck hie brow with his hsnd* 
Others of the Chiefs, and partly believ- eeversl time* eIPre“iTe of the men“1 
ing that hi. refusal of submission would he WM endurio*' “u 1 w“ only
in the cud bring him and his people bet- *“urod °* Barcaldine's honesty into the 

der and more advantageous terms. matter- 1 would encoure«e “J mind to
In this hope he now found himself de- be a* lH,BCe and ho P® for tbe ^ but 1 

ceived, and it galled and sadde, od him fear treachery in this matter-rightly or 
to think that the plausible tongues of wrongly, I fear treachery!" and taken 
the Earl's parasites had been encouraged with «motion the old Chief strode back- 
if not instructed, to assist him in hi. de- warda and forw8rda thc lenRth °* the 
Union. room.

Several of the Chief, had, it was true. "When ia the e,i*cl#d bere-doti* 
o,^alnft till within a week of the ex- Barc^ldine ?" a,ked John' the 

pirv of the term of grace, but all had Chiefs eon.
finally hurried in ere the gate, of mercy “He **" elid noth™8 ***»'* to me 
were clorod-all but the recusant old an8wered M Ian 1 on,y know the 
lion of Glencoe, the renega lv whom, is expected.
above all other, of the party, the crafty ,,Then he had he,tu' “k an audlen3°
and designing Rreadalbane hau wished of Barcaldine and get a definite aasur- 
arnl plotted to entrap In hi, attempt ance on the malter' put ,n Malcolm
to checkmate the Earl's ambitious “lf tbB vieit « only "«“P1* e,pti2ted'
scheme, of pacification M'lan found then wo can hard|y venture to risk los. 
himself toiled at all points, and the inl< twenty-four precious hours on the 
thought that Colonel Hill's unexpected chance of it; if, on the other hand. Bar- 
refusal to “swear” him might be part of caldine’s statement» so evasive or un 
a design to exclude him from mercy gave “tisfactory as to suggest treachery on 
him real cause of alarm. hie P"1* then tbere “ nothlng left U8

That night, therefore, his head lay un- but the mow-wrapped mad-come 
easily on (he pillow, and worn-out a. he etorm- come ca,m-and cur own mdlvld' 
was with the long days’s journey he ua* ccurage to face it. 
slept but little, and restlesaly and ill. “Wel1 8Poken- Malcolm ! We can do

How that melancholy wind did howl nothing beyond that. I.hallseeBarcal- 
and moan around the tu.reta of Barcal- dine at once," and desiring them to re-
dine's house ! It took tone, too, from n,ain behind- M’Ian went to 8etik a 
the state of his mind. He ha., often- short audience of hi. host.
,• , , , ... Descending thcstairwry lie foundliim-tinics heard the winds of wintu moan .

, , , , ,, ... self confronted by Glenbucket, who Wasana acrcam through the hollows of his . ... .,pirouetting on his left heel m the cen- 
ow„ sterile an,, sublime glor., but never tfo (>f # pag8aJ?0 communicating w ,th the
had they before seemed so -full of fore- kitchen, making a partially successful at- 
taxiing pathos are now. "vAnd thinking tempt to fill, for what his conditionobvi- 

■ >f thc long miles of mountain mads ously attested the twentieth time, a sub- 
whieli lay between him ai d Inverary, stantial looking dram glass, his dexter 
with winter on his path and with the hand clutching firmly by the neck a 
heavens full of fatal snows, his brain bottle of old fashioned but capacious
whirled in an apprehensive agony of »hepc. M Ian Paused before and 
fear" looking on invpluntirily and in silence.

Gi,d : how ho longed for the morning ! “The ralc dcw °* tho n,ountain' >'our 

light to appear ! His conscience was up honor whaever(A,>)ye may chance tac 
in arms against him, and often as he nf b<*’” bcb’a,‘ Glenbucket, leering at M Ian 
tempted to reason an excuse f„r hinuelf with a generous side smile winch opened 
,t wrestled with and threw him. i 1,13 ,,,,,uth frol“ eav tu car' "Thl8- -vu

Ho craved sleep, but the burning 8ee’ ia Xecrdsy mimin', a,,' I'm j.st 
thoughts in bis brail, forbade A„ | takin'a tuothfu’ in private before 'Inc)
,nner gate, too, situated on the exposed i adjourning tac die kitchen tae went the 
Side of the house somewhere, was ever ' crai*8 °* the lla,e houseful. Thtr Heihm' 
and anon Hung back on its noisy hinges j devi'8- V» ken beggin' yer (hie) gracious 
by the unquiet winds, and was as often i pardon, for I see ye ve nil the kilt;, tl 
hayed by the deep-throated watch dog, I rouchhaus'd suns o' the mountain I: 
whose voice warned away tinkers and a)u8*c a 'J11'') plaguoy hit o diymist t 
mendicants from the enclosed grounds. I "a3h oot °’ their heathery eraiga, that 

At length, however, the winds fell j waa °’cn takin’ tbe cannic precaution 
quiet, the watchdog sought the repose of | 
its kennd, ami M’Ian at last slept.

He slept a short feverish sleep, and 
while lie slept he dreamed.

lie lia i returned, he thought, from aj 
long and weary joiirnc-y, and reaching a 
secluded and peaceful spot in bis native I u'cr'
Gien, lie rested himself and fell uuickly | *uve contempt.

i “What!" exclaimed

forth from his presence in quest of his 
s'eeping master.

“'Deed, my guid irien’, whaever ye 
turn oot tae be—the Laird o' Glencoe 
I'm tail’d ye are— I'll no tak’ on my lieid 
the (hie) grave and unco risky reapon i- 
bility o' wankeimi' up Barcaldine. l ie 
been ow'ro lang servin' my rupcriois - 
an' Barcaldine especially—no tae ken tin 
wisdom o' lettin' eleepin’ dowgs lie. I ll 
e'en no meddle wi’m for twa hours a, 
least. But what wad ye wi tbe master 7 
I’m his responsible fac (hie) totum here. 
Speak yer will, and I ll ace what can be 
(hie) dune tae serve ye,” and straighten 
ing himself up to his full height. Ik 
made several abortive and highly :i.U- 
crous efforts to steady himself, gla - and 
bottle in each hand, working at thc same 
time these two handy if ill matched site 
cles of equipose so as to recover his rent 
tered balance.

This exhibition of hemic dignity and 
self-conscious importance o;t tbe part 
Glenbucket was ludicrous, but M Ian's 
mind was too tragically preoccupied with 
the urgency of the business he had in 
hand to notice it ; so, turning about, lie 
re-asconded the stairway leaving Olei - 
bucket to his libations.

“ Weel, weel," soliloquized Glenhuck- 
et, swinging round on his left heel like 
an unhinging door, “ that’s so. Atf he 
gangs as if I had dune him an injury. 
Wauken up the master ! Frith, no ; I 
ken a trick worth twa o’ that, ony day. 
He’a a self-sustained auld cockalorum 
that," he added, looking alter the re­
treating figure of M'lan, “an' he'll hae 
naething to do with the adjectives— 
neither guid, better nor beat. I offered 
him in turn, free, gratis, and for naeth­
ing, guid freenship, better drink, an'the 
best advice, but nane o’ the three com­
parative qualities wad be chosse—deil 
grup him !" and Glenbucket who in his 
youth had once had remote views of a 
clachan schoolmaster-ship, filled up a 
fresh glass, and having emptied it, made 
a successful though highly divergent 
advance on the kitchen, muttering to 
himself as he went, “ Thir oolandish 
Hielan' divels dinna ken hoo tae hand 
an auld Scotch Ne'erday. If Barcadine 
house was i’ the Midlothians, or situated 
in the heart o' the Wait o’ Scotland, the 
wa’s wad be ringing wi’ mirth and fun 
free dawn tae e’en. But here, the Guid 
help ua, the hoose is as quate's a parish 
kirk between the services. I've just 
tried tae thowe that glum auld curmud­
geon Glencoe, but he'll neither sing, 
dance, nor whistle ; and noo for a bit 
social lift wi’ the lasant-ke in the kitch­
en," and a hearty skirk of suiprise em­
anating from that quarter a moment af­
terwards attested that Glenbucket bail 
entered the culinary apartment of the

fillin’oot a thimblefu’tae mastl before 
venturing ony faurer but the house ivi't. 
But, noo, since ye're here on the yrun', 
ye'll jist empty that first, and I’ll follow 
smart—hae, pit it owrc !” and he extend- 

| ed the dram glass to M'lan, who, how- 
refused the offer with an •■pen yes-

asb-.-p
A tinkle of falling water was ill bis 

t a-M ; tho rude warmth, with the sweet 
fragrance of thc h atlier, was round him, 
and all was sweetness, security and j
p ace.

Suddenly thc valley darkened, and all : 
around him rose the shrieks of defence­
less men, women, and children, mingled ! 
with the shouts of a savage and bloody 
sol ie y.

With a cry of fear, born of an agony 
.if remorse, liu-wi ciicd from this dream j 
within a dream, and sat up in bed star- j 
ing at vacancy, with a cold swear distül- ;

the astonished 
Glenbucket, as he made an involuntary 
leeward bicker, “ye'll no mind :t, willi.a 
ye ? Weel that bates everything. It's 
none o’ yer clam stuff, mind ye ; but it's 
a rale grand blend o’ Ben Nevis, Ben 
Cruachan, an’ a’ the ithcr big Ben 
Humplocks in thc north o' Scotland^ 
Here, man, clap it in yer cheek it's 
hie) Neyday momin'l"

‘Can 1 seu your mastei ,;ak».d j 
M Ian, preserving a dry manner

"IVhcw!." whistled out Glenbucket, > 
having emptied the glass apa single gulp; j 
“if ye'll no, ye see 1 win1. WI- * uns'

w Why Jomestic emphasised the do 
ciiraturo by chopping hi* chin on his 
breast by a sudden down-throw of his
m id. "

“ And why not?" demanded M'lan.
“ Because he's (hie) asleep," replied 

Glenbucket, relapsing at once into self- 
assurance and /neology.

“ Then waken him up be d----- d to
vuu !" retorted M'lan, losing possession 
el hia mind in the excitement of the mo 
nent, snd making a threatening gesture 

at Llio self conscious domestic.
G'enbucket, stricken with an equal 

of end of amazement and fear, turned up 
ihe white of his eyes at the angry Chief 
like a shot pheasant, hisccoughed three 
distinct times, retained sug estive si­
lence, and very obvioualy marvelled 
amazedly and perceptibly much.

“ Will you announce me to your mat- 
'ter determinedly urged M’Ian. mak- 

mi j mg a menacing step towards him. 
of ; “ Nut for ten thousand worlds, re­

plied Glenbucket, falling back on hia 
kitchen reserves.

“ Then find mo another domestic who 
will," urged the excited Chief ; “ I am 
in earnest, sir."

“ There’s (hie) two o" us in earnest, 
Laird, that’s the plague u"t," promptly 
rejoined Glenbucket ; “ but as for snith- 
er domestic serving yo in that way, it 
«imi-ly canna be. This is Ne’erday 
mi ruing, Laird, and the male domestics 
are a’ as fu" as the Clyde in spate. I’m 
(hie) the only sober representative o' the 
lia'e up-an-doon-stairs Barcaldine estab­
lishment.

“ That you at once announce me to 
your master, my g- od fellow," said Glen­
coe, altering his mrnnt-r towards the ob­
tuse domestic, and slipping intohisready 
palm a piece of money as the easiest meth­
od of subduing tho pot-valiant domestic 
to reason and instant compliance with 
his expressed wish.

Glenbucket stole e quick glance at the 
coin proffered him, and finding its color 
of thd right sort he smiled from ear to 
ear, and making a hiccupping admission 
that there were times and seasons when 
rules—mural ss well as domestic—could 
be profitably set aside, he motioned 
M'lan to remain behind a moment until 
his return.

Within two minutes he returned, and 
beckoned the Chief te follow him.

“ It’s a’ ncht, Laird, as rioht as tip- 
pence," he garrulously began; “I knock'd 
him up at the risk o' my (hie) life. It’s 
no for a bit money I'd serve ye, Lainl, 
but jist because I se ye're -n rrtremit, ms 
the Latiners say Takin'the rielit side 
o' him, Laird, ye'll find Glenbucket a no 
a bad s irt an'that’s me, Laird ; touch­
ing his breast will. bi« f- re finger a hile 
he apt k>./ His heart is ever open tae 

house unannounced. Thus happily rite iale o' distress , and the ivar o' hie) 
olaccd, we shall leave him for the time, sympathy is - ever rkht dry frae his s’e. 
and proceed to take up thc leading There, Laird, there,", lie added,"v hen 
thread of our story. they had reached BarcViditie'e bedroom

“I much fe*r we shall not see tho Earl j thx,r, knock and it shall be opened un- 
here to-day, lads, ’ said M'lan, on re- j tl't!iec There's Seri; ter f r as much, 
turning te his bedroom, wherein John j Lai-d ; Scripter for as much. Guid 
and Malcolm Macdonald had remained ' mornin' !" and wheeling about, he swung 
during his brief absence. “Ho is still ! Precil itately iff in an extreme hurray, 
abed, and 1 suspect treachery between i-urt6biIlb'i presumably, to keep out of his 
him and Captain Drummond. They ! mist-t a immediate sight, 
were in secret conference last night, I! fro as oontixuxu

accidentally learned from Glenbucket - j «hlrrrv. lertelic Imre,
a house domestic--and wh.it is certain Ti.i«„6neet healing compound under 
ie that the pair cither plotted so long ; the «un. T!u ;> U in-sore but will sut-

uinb to its wonderful healing proper 
ties. It os aîi" îitialuable dressing for 

, Cuts, iljrr.i, Bruizes, Dimples, Scalds, 
peut the E;t;i will l t Ve lo ih oo iy at ■ £t,.1i,_ Festerings, etc i’ricu twenty- 
all. What think yoli lads?". | live v-.n*s at Gv-\ Rhyrzs’drug store. ‘J

Making a step across the Hour", If.al-1 " 11 i
culm vb -ed tho do r ■. f the to. m, which : 
the cntr.it,cv of M'lan l,»ù l.-ft paitially
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that they have une'..sciuusîy i wrsîcpt j ^.u 
themselves, nr, what l mure sus-

Ai.-l rv '.irrvna * M'Un .i ai(D.'

A Life? AnvJïig rn-M-ai.
M M. E. Allison, Hutehiftson, Kan., 

save<t liis life by a pimple Trial Bottle of 
Dr. Kina's Now Discovery, for Con- 
sunipti^n, which caused bin; to procure 
a large bottle, that completely cured him, 
when Doctors, change of climate and

■ ur
1 en cue vr.cii 
cannot be 
».ud di.itrudt !
■ut and distrust I kumantced to cure.

>> ii3«Ti 3 druz store.•t ur 1

everything bh.vt had failed. Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Hvareenees. Severe Ct#ughs,

Trial Bottles at J. 
Large size $1. (1 •

npei 
said

•• BaicaViiî.e u -uv ■ 
asites ; the Earl is < 
therefore. Barcaldine 
friend. Let vs .suspect 
as hi’Xiotable met» susp 
knaves In view of the urgency 
buainev?, it is our } rivilegv, nay more, 
it is pur dire L.eccafty tu du Lut ua 
g.i forth • f this houao at cnee

“ We Lave rot yet hia ./.pl.u. r.. n,' 
inteipi-aed Jf hr., the Chivr a eldest Run ; 
hv tuny be w _ >!. - nly late
in the day.

‘‘The j-essiL!:- eor.st.-L.iencui -t.'e ao 
trcmcriduus,” urged Mian. I can nut 
afford to vest < c hopua and <irr..iaes," 
and he kept pacinz the floor, hia mind
t'fwn by the inflict o - nhici, ! NeiMSt UBSignS Wld GolOïS

-V;lOM(
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-----------HAS ON HAND A SPLENDID STOCK OF-----------

New Fruits, Groceries, Provisions, etc.,

An Inspection Invited,
< C VI.T HOUSE SQUARE

WALL PAPERS

-I . suggested 
id aii audience of ÿl 

•■■■.* s'mtiv lift

ing itself on hia brow.
Mentally thanking God that it 

4vct. only a dream he uttered i 
ejaculatory prayer, an l rulapavd 
-ecoiul urokcii sleep.

’"he il.uvn had greyed i he i-;lHfi-!'ii

tliat yu was /'asking i*
was, as rcc’lectal (hie, vi' 

short ter, ye was ask in
MSwiuv s my tnaa-

. _____ ___  He's in bvd, ! spusv
nto a Wr.s up a' nieht wi’ Captain Diuaiini.nd' 

j no inair than twa hours abed yet. 
sky! Mian started. Only two Louis abed!

ere t ■■ Chief's sons arose from tho com- If that was so, it did not look as if Bar
fortable bed wli c i v cy had together oc­
cupied. Tiio fatigue of tho previous 
day’s journey was great, and their bodies 
sought correspon ling repu/at'oii from re- 
posit and rust. Tho morning air they

caldine’s superior, the Earl, w as expect­
ed there that day. What if he was be­
ing designedly delayed by Baicaldice! 
The suspicion quickened him into an in­
stant determination to see his host,

felt was crisp an I col l with frost, but I asleep or awake, and that too at once.
the winli had fallen away, and the snow 
•to m was over for the mue.

Repairing to M ian's bedroom, they 
f .a id the old Chief tossing uneatily in 
Old

At m nqon of bis name he started.and

“Were is your master's bedroom, 
Glenbucket V" he quickly asked. “An 
nuance me to him. Go !" and M ian, 
assuming an authority which was native 
to him, if misused on this occasion, 
rminted the slightly disordered domestic

possessed it
“See (u-:iiO,, i.u 

Malcolm, “and dei... 
his master, otr.crw:- 
n.nd g". "

That i I..n»t .1 I ■a.:1., j vo.nptly 
rejoined M’Ian Tin's suspense is tragi-1 
cal. I must needs end it. Remain here ! 

J till iny return,' r.d quick <»n the ini- j 
pulse of the moment tho old Chief i nee j 
more wont in quest of Glenbucket,whom | 
lie found returning from the kitchen ! 
minus the bottle and glass

“ You will show me your master e bed-1 

n om, Glenbucket , i must see him. and j 
at once too. Du you heat ? ' said M'lan 1 
in a commanding tone of voice.

“ Oo aÿ, Lord. I hear brawl)', ' re­
plied Glenbucket, will; considerable de­
liberation nf tone and manner, being 
lialf-subered by Glei.cd^ ..austerity. “Oo, 
ay, Laird, I hear Lrawly ; but as for 
seeing the master a’ in a crack—jist the 
non like, thst I (imply earns*." and the
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