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mm OF PARLIAMENT.
Briffiait Ceremonies and a Bril

liant Assemblage.

IN THE SENATE CHAMBER.

Unusually Large Gathering of 
Spectators.

Ottawa, Feb. 14.—Parliament was 
formally opened this afternoon with the 
nsnal ceremony solemnities. Not for many 
years had so mnch interest been token in 
the proceedings. Members and Senators 
have come earlier this year than ever be
fore. This was partly due of course to the 
interest taken by the new members of the 
Commons in the opening ceremony and in 
the buildings which are now for their use.

1 For several days past the library, reading 
room and Commons and Senate Chambers 
have been the scene of a constant proces
sion of members new and members old, of 
members hot, and, it' may be added, of 
some members who looked particularly 
odd. The ascertainment of localities, such 
as the smoking room, the library, the dif
ferent galleries, the committee rooms, the 
departmental offices and the necessary 
seats in the House—these things have all 
been attended to with the proper amount 
of interest and industry. A considerable 
amount of amusement has been going 
en in the introduction of new members to 
each other, attended by anxious enquiries 
after the health of the former members, and 
not unaccompanied by some sly jokes about 
the escapades of the defeated ones. From 
two o'clock the usual crowds began to 
gather before the building, in the lobbies, 
m the corridors, and at every available 
space. There were crowds on the streets 
arid at the corners ; and all Ottawa had, in 
a measure, "culled out a holiday,” and 
come out to wait in patient expectation to 
see—well, to see his Excellency and her 
Boyal Highness “pass the streets of Home.” 
The weather was all that could have been 
expected. A heavy fall of snow during two 
days past had cleared the air, and the sun 
shone brightly on the interesting scene and 
the interested people. The keen air, the 
dazzling snow, the fur clad crowds, the 
thick robed sleighs—all made up a 
characteristic Canadian scene in Win
ter. Pity that such scenes should be 
those by which our visitors most frequently 
represent us to their friends “at home.” 
The scenes at the doors are of course in
teresting. The members of the House 
march boldly in, and the doorkeepers are 
civil, as yet, for they do not know but they 
may be stopping an M. P. unawares. The 
timid citizen or stranger comes in with an 
apologetic air, as if it was possible that he 
might be intruding into some sacred place, 
the penalty for doing so being death or im
prisonment by the excellent Sergeant-at- 
Artns. Now a “troop of damsels glad,’' 
led by some Ministerial lady, flashes 
through to the Senate Chamber with a 
ripple of laughter and a rustle of silk, a 
sheen of jewels and the glitter of eyes—be 
still, throbbing heart !—as bright as those 
of Rebecca, daughter of Isaac of York, 
whom one has loved these twenty yesrs or 
more. Through the crowd outside you,can 
see the peering eyes of perhaps some litttle 
“ doll dressmaker” who is studying up 
the fashions for her winter’s work. 
Suddenly there is a movement in the 
crowds outside. It communicatee itself to 
the crowd inside. There is a rustling of 
dresses and a stretching of necks and a 
general coming to “ ’tention.” There is a 
jingle of sleigh-bells in the new silence. 
They’re coming ! Then there is a dash of 
arms—that’s the salute Of the guard of 
honour. Then there is a crash of music. 
That’s “ God Save the Queen,”—the Queen 
of these realms, whose daughter and whose 
personal representative is coming. Then 

[ of cannon—thethere is the 1 sound
of which goes round the world, according 
to Baniel Webster, and which has been 
heard under nearly all skies, and in most 
lands in the world. Then there flash 
in through the corridors the royal party 
And the staff, his Excellency and her Boyal 
Highness, are attended by the following 
members of the household :—Major F. De 
Win ton, private secretary ; Lieut.#!ol. the 
Honourable E. Littleton, military secre
tory ; Capt. Hon. E. Hat bord, and Capt. 
Hervey ; and Hon. B. Moreton, comptrol
ler. The ladies in waiting were Lady S. 
Mecnamara, Honourable Mrs. Moreton, 
and Mrs. De Winton. Capt. Chayter, 
having been recalled to join his regiment, 
the 91st, ordered to Natal, left for Eng
land last night.

IBB SCENE IN THE SENATE CHAMBER.
The Senate Chamber is brilliant to be

hold. The walls are newly ornamented in 
gayer colours than before, about the judi
ciousness of which there is the usual 
variety of opinion. But what are wall» 
in the presence of so much beauty 
as is here. In the galleries and 
on the •floors the fashion and beauty of 
Ottawa, andr of a good many other places 
as well, are gathered. Elderly ladies 
whom time has mellowed have lead their 
young friends to their places, and though 
there is a great crush, there is no confusion 
to speak of ; and if there is any annoyance 
the white foreheads do not show it, and 
the lips are smiling their best. Of the mil
linery something must be said or one’s duty 
would not be done. All these ladies have 
ne* taken so much trouble to be passed by 
without notice. Perish the thought. 
The Princess Louise wore a black satin, 
princess train, low necked, studded with 
diamonds ; a tiara of diamonds on the hair, 
and diamond necklace. Lady McNamara, 
a black satin princess train, low necked, 
with jet trimmings, diamonds, and velvet 
ostrich feather in hair. Mrs. DeWinton, 
a black grosgrain silk, princess train 
trimmed with satin, coronet of diamonds 
on the head, and diamond necklace. Lady 
Macdonald, black silk velvet, princess 
train, blue feathers in hair. Mrs. W. G. 
Perky, pale blue brocadq, princess dress 
handsomely trimmed with point lace, 
diamond ornaments. Miss Perley, white 
lustre trimmed with white satin. Miss 
Pattee, white silk grenadine, with ruehings 
of white silk. Mrs. J. G. Bourinot, black 
moire and Mack velvet elegantly trimmed 
with Honiton lace, gold and pearl orna
ments. Mrs. R. C. W. MacCuaig, prim
rose silk with white lace flounces 
and revees of green velvet. Mrs. 
M. J. Griffin, ecru silk with revees 
and trimmings of cardinal brocade. 
Mrs. R. Pope, black grosgrain trimmed 
with satin, and jet head-dress, feathers and 
pearls. Mrs. Lemoine, mauve satin dress, 
princess train. Madame St. Jean, brocade 
velvet train over brown satin skirt. Miss 
Whitcher, seal blue «ilk, Maltese lace 
trimmings. Mrs. .Johnson (HuB), black 
silk velvet train, lace trimmings. Mrs. S. 
L. Tilley, black silk velvet train over silk 
skirt, lace trimmings. Mrs. Johnson, seal 
blue dress and princess train. Mi— John
son, mastic silk trimmed with seal blue 
silk. Miss Johnson, white muslin trimmed 
with blue silk. Mrs. Friel, purple silk, 
trimmed with mauve satin. Mme. Galinas, 
gold silk, princess train, and satin trim- 
mings. Miss Woodman, light Mue «ilk, 
a la princesse. Mrs. Morgan, light green 
silk, trimmed in dark green velvet ana em
broidered. Mrs. Tapper, velvet train, 
Honiton lace trimmings. Mrs. Stafford, 
dark gray silk basque and train, lace 
trimmings. Mrs. Ritchie, claret-ooloured 
velvet train over satin skirt with lace 
trimmings. Miss Ritchie, pink silk prin
cess train, lace .trimmings. Mrs. Major 
Donaldson, white silk, trimmed with claret 
coloured velvet. Mrs. Re mon, rank silk 
dress with princess train. Mrs. Meredith, 
ecru satin princess train, tulle trimmings. 

.Mrs. Dr. Brouse, ecru silk princess train, 
trimmed in flowers and fringe. Mrs. J. P. 
Wiser, black silk velvet train, lace trim
mings. Miss Smith, pink silk princess 
train, tulle trimmings. Mrs. Burpee,

navy blue velvet train, laoe trim
mings, tulle veil and feather 
in hair. Miss Saroby Scott, white 
satin nrinoees train, tulle trimmings. 
Miss Scott, black velvet prinoeee train 
trimmed with oeil blue satin. Mise Kate 
Merritt, ecru satin princess, tulle trim
mings and pearls. Mrs. Flannigan, white 
silk, white satin trimmings, Honiton laoe, 
and gold ornaments. Mrs. McClennan, 
black velvet, Honiton laoe, gold ornaments. 
Mrs. James Skemd, purple train over white 
satin, Honiton laoe. Mias Reynolds, maroon 
satin, Honiton lace. Miss Durham, mauve 
and white satin. Mise Stewart, light bine 
silk trimmed with mastic satin. Miss Lula 
Fleming, white silk trimmed with white 
crape lace. Miss Merritt, ecru satin prin
cess train, tulle trimmings and pearls, 
Mrs, Sandford Fleming, black velvet prin
cess train, trimmed with point lace and 
cardinal and pale blue ribbons. Miss Flem
ing, pale bine silk trimmed with white and 
blue flowers. Mrs. McLeod Stewart, pink 
silk, princess train, laoe trimmings. Miss 
Rowe, pale green silk, maroon trim
mings. Mrs. Tilton, black silk velvet 
train, lace trimmings. Mrs. Fennings 
Taylor, dark slate coloured silk, tram 
skirt and basque, laoe trimmings. Mme. 
Laurier, white satin prinoeee train, laoe 
trimmings. Mrs. Caeey, ceil blue silk 
trimmed with oeil bine brocade. Mrs. 
Eccles, white satin princess train. Mrs. 
Jae. iÿine, lavender silk princess train, 
lace trimmings. Mrs. H. Alexander, light 
silk with ruby velvet skirt and train, lace 
trimmings. Miss Carruthen, white silk, 
lace trimmings. Mrs. Carrnthera, white 
satin, tulle trimmings. Mrs. W. R. Baker, 
pink silk, flower and lace trimmings. Miss 
Lord, (Hull), white silk princess train 
over white satin skirt, laoe trimmings. 
Mrs. Souter, white satin princess train, 
lace trimmings. Mrs. Smithson, black silk 
train, skirt and basque, laoe trimmings. 
Miss Armstrong, princess train of light 
grey over pink silk tulle trimmings. 
Mrs. W. H. Walker, black silk velvet 
train over oeil blue satin skirt.
Mrs. Gemmell, white silk princess
train lace trimmings. Mrs. Garneau, rose 
silk dress, embroidered princess train. 
Mrs. Boucher, black velvet train, lace 
trimmings. Mrs. Justice Taschereau, black 
velvet train, lace trimmings. Mrs. Steele, 
black satin train, lace trimmings. Mrs. 
Alexander Mackenzie, black velvet train, 
old gold satin, lice trimmings, head dress 
of old gold and feathers. Miss
Heney, ecru silk princess train,
lace trimmings. Mrs. H. Lapierre,
black velvet princess train, trimmed with 
Brussels lace. Miss Bussell, white silk 

tram, embroidered in «Jours. 
Sparling, moire antique train, 

skirt and basque, and lace trimmings. Mrs. 
Whitcher, black silk velvet princess train, 
Honiton lace trimmings. Mrs. Wicksteed, 
black silk velvet train,lace trimmings. Mrs. 
Sheriff Powell, black silk velvet train over 
ecru satin skirt, laoe trimmings. Mise Potter, 
mauve silk princess train, tulle trimmings. 
Mrs. Dr, Corbett, ecru silk princess 
train, lace trimmings. Miss Webb, white 
silk train over white muslin, laoe trim
ming. Mrs. Mars too Hull, seal blue velvet 
over silver silk train, laoe trimmings. Mrs. 
Gormnlly, grey silk princess train, trim
med with rose colour tulle trimmings. 
Mrs. Grant Powell, black silk, laoe and 
tulle trimmings. • Mrs. O’Doherty, mauve 
silk, trimmed with cardinal and tulle. 
Miss Jamieson, light brown silk princess 
train, laoe trimmings. Mrs. W. D. Hogg, 
white silk princess train, orimsom velvet 
trimmings. Mrs. A. Rowe, light grey silk, 
trimmed in mauve sad laoe trimmings. Mrs. 
Patterson, navy bine, trimmed with white 
silk tulle trimmings. Mr.s F. C. Clemow

ore a heavy brocaded silk, with white
roegrain silk en princess, trimmed with
[«niton laoe flowers and wreaths, snd 

wreathed with superb orange blossoms ; 
ornament», chaste diamonds snd pearls.

When the Gommons came to enter the 
Senate Chamber, it was found impossible 
to get them all into it, so great had been 
the demand by the public for seats to 

the eight. The galleries were 
ms they were never packed before, 
ii get upon the aide benches of the 
and when the Speech was half way 

_ i down came some benches with a 
crash.- One lady fainted in the gallery 
daring the delivery of his Excellency’s Ad
dress. The two sides of the floor of the 
Senate were packed five deep with ladies 
in beautiful costumes, the cynosure of 
Commoner’» eyes ; and long after the close 
of the proceedings, the floor was still bright 
with todies and gav with talk and laughter. 
Sir John Macdonald, Dr. Tapper, Messrs. 
Langevin, Baby and Macdonald (Minister 
of Justice), all wore the Windsor costumes. 
Mr. Mackenzie wore his ordinary attire on 
the occasion. Mr. Cartwright wore 
smile of derision, bat it was considered a' 
court costume.

After his Excellency’s speech (which will 
be found elsewhere) was delivered, the 
Speaker of the Commons is handed the 
documents, and making his bow, he retires 
with stately step. His Commoners go 
with him in a mob, as usual. His Excel
lency and her Boyal Highness rise. There 
is a fresh' stretching of necks, a fresh rustle 
of silks, a bunt whiff of perfume in the air.

The Royal party depart in stately silence. 
The brilliant gathering of ladies dissolves 
from view. The galleries begin to move 
door-wards. There is a fresh shouldering 
of arms, a new crashing of music, a louder 
booming of cannon, a jingle of sleigh-bells, 
snd all is over.

THE DRAWING-ROOM.
Their Excellencies’ drawing-room in the 

evening was certainly the most brilliant 
affair of the kind ever seen in Ottawa. 
About four hundred ladies and gentlemen 
were present. The todies’ costumes baffled 
deaonption. Her Royal Highness wore 
mourning, as in the afternoon, and hie Ex
cellency hia Windsor uniform, The Min 
isters of the Crown snd their wives, Su
preme Court Judges snd their wives, and 
the members ef the Senate and Commons 
were firstpreeeated, and then the general 
public. The ceremony commenced at 9 
o’clock and was over at 10 o’clock. The 
drawing-room will be continued on SatÊr- 
dsy evening. Quite • numbenof Americans 
were presented, among them an ex-Gover- 
nor <3 Connecticut. The Guards’ bend 
furnished the muais, the Dragoon Guards 
the escort, and the Governor-General’s 
Foot Guards the guard of honour.

DOIWIOS PAELUIMT.
fourni ruuumiT—first sesshr.

LOSS OF LIFE AT A FIRE.

A Tseng Maa Burned to Beats la Leads»
Township — Marrow escape si ether
■craters ef the Family.
London, Feb. 12.—The residence of Mr. 

Robt. Geary, fifth conoeesion London 
Township, was totally burned this morning 
at four o'clock and one of the young men 
in his employ, named Everett, who slept 
over the kitchen where the fire broke out, 
perished in the flamee. His body was 
found afterwards burned to a crisp, merely 
the trunk remaining in a position showing 
that he had died crouching in a corner of 
the room. The whole family had a very 
narrow escape from a similar 
fate. Miss Geary was awakened by the 
suffocating smoke sad called her brother, 
who found the rear of the house all on fire. 
Here he found Charles Cooper, another 
servant man, who slept in the same part of 
the house sa Everett, and who says he 
oalled to him in vain. A high wind w# 
blowing, and the whole house was soon re*" 
dueed to ashes, only some trifling articles 
being raved. The loss will be 
$3,000 ; insurance $1,200 in the , 
tarai Mutual of London. Cooper's face
and hand» are badly burned. Mr. Geary 
is a large stock dealer and a farmer, as wen 
as township assessor, and had seventy head 
of cattle in the stables and sheds close by, 
but fortunately to windward. The de- 
eeased was ninotson years ef age, and came 
from England some fifteen months ago.The r' ” ■ ■ : - ■-------*■ =-
their

l«rvl, one of "Mr. Geary’s sisters, had both 
her feet badly frozen. The coroner was no
tified, but deemed an inquest unnecessary.

There are over two hundred applicants 
for the license inspectorship in Cantwell.

Ottawa, Feb. 13.—The first session of 
the Fourth Parliament of Canada Was 
opened by commission to-day. The Senate 
and House of Commons assembled at three 
o’clock, Chief Justice Bitchie presiding in 
the former, and Mr. Patrick, Clerk to the 
House of Commons, acting as presiding 
officer in the latter. The attendance of 
members of both Chambers was large and 
all the galleries were crowded to excess.

Just as the hour of three wse indicated 
by the clock, Mr. Kimber, Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Bod, announced hii i- 
aelf at the door of the Commons by givii g 
the usual three knocks. When admitt d 
and after bowing to the member», he i >- 
peated the usual form of summons to ti e 
Senate, where he said the Honours! e 
William Johnson Ritchie, Deputy Governor 
and Chief Justice of Canada, desired tie 
immediate attendance of that honourable 
House.

The members, led by the Clerk, thin 
proceeded to the Senate, where Hci. 
Senator Wilmot informed them that it w is 
their duty to return to their Chamber to 
elect a Speaker and to return to-morrow n 
hear the reasons why hie Excellency h d 
called the Parliament at this time.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
When the Commons had returned o 

their Chamber,
Sir JOHN MACDONALD, addreesü g 

the Clerk of the House, said he had t e 
honour to move that bon. Joseph 11. 
Blanchet, the member representing t e 
electoral district of the County of Levs, 
should take the chair of the House Is 
Speaker. (Cheers. ) To those hon. gentle
men who had been in Parliament for some 
time, it would not be necessary to state 
the peculiar qualifications of the bon mem
ber whose name he had proposed for the 
office of Speaker. The hon. member had 
had great Parliamentary experience, from 
1861 until the Confederation of the Pro
vinces. He was a member of the Parlia
ment of the tote Province of Canada.

Hon. Mr. TILLEY seconded the motion.
Mr. MACKENZIE stated that before in

dicating the course he proposed to take in 
reference to the Speakership, he desired to 
express his astonishment at the nomination 
the leader of the Government had just 
made. (Laughter.) All would recollect 
that the hon. gentleman in proposing a 
Speaker to the new House in 1872 gave it 
as his opinion that the practice continued 
in England for many years of electing the 
previous Sneaker until something should 
withdraw this gentleman from the House, 
should be introduced into this country, and 
the hon. the Premier, in pursuit of that 
view, proposed the hon. Mr. Cockburo to 
be the Speaker of that Parliament. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie)' had supposed that the 
right hon. gentleman would have pursued 
the same bourse in respect of this Parlia
ment, in which case he would have pro
posed the tote Speaker, the hon. member 
for Gloucester —(laughter)— whom he 
eulogised last year on the occasion of 
the introduction of a somewhat singular 
motion aa being.» very excellent Speaker, 
and as one who had discharged the 
duties devolving upon him with the great
est impartiality. Indeed hon. gentlemen 
would see that it was very difficult for the 
hon. gentleman to do ether than take that 
course, and but for the adroitness which 
the right hon. gentleman exhibited in 
changing position with marvellous rapidity 
in everything political, that course would 
have been taken. However, as he had 
chosen to do otherwise, he (Mr. Macken
zie) under all the circumstances, did not 
think it would devolve upon him to move 
any amendment. (Laughter.) He had 
only to ray in reference to the nomination 
that it would have been difficult for the 
leader of the Government to have named 
an hon. member on hie side of the House 
who would 
himself

The 
cheers.

The newly elected Speaker was conduct
ed to the chair by Sir John Macdonald and 
Mr. Tilley.

Mr. SPEAKER thanked the House for 
the great honour conferred upon him in 
being elected Speaker, and said he would 
endeavour to make himself worthy of that 
important and responsible position. 
(Cheers.)

The House adjourned at 3.40.

Friday, Feb. 14.
After prayers the Usher of the Black Rod 

attended with a message from his Excel
lency the Governor-General desiring the 
attendance of the faithful Commons m the 
Senate chamber, whither the Commons 
hurried, followed by the Speaker and the 
officers of the House.

In the Senate the Governor-General de
livered the following

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. 
Honourable gentlemen of the Senate : 
Gentlemen of the House, of Common» :

In meeting the Parliament of Canada for 
the first time I desire to express the grati- 

■ fication I feel at having been selected by 
her Majesty for the high and important 
office T now fill, and to assure you of the 
great satisfaction with which I now seek 
your aid and co-operation. In acknow
ledging with profound gratitude the recep
tion which has been accorded to myself as 
her Majesty’s representative, I am also 
commanded by the Queen to convey 
through you to the people of Canada her 
thanks for the loyal, generous, and kindly 
manner in which they have welcomed her 
daughter.

Tie contribution of Canadian products 
and manufactures to the great Interna? 
tional Exhibition at Paris last year attract
ed much attention, and it is believed will 
have a beneficial effect on the trade of the 
Dominion with Europe. I congratulate 
vou on the success which must in no small 
degree be attributable to the kind and un
ceasing exertions of his Boyal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, es President of the 
British section. The report of the Cana
dian Commissioners will be laid before you 
when received.

I am pleased to inform you that the 
amount awarded for the fishei 
under the Wi 
paid by the United States,
Majesty’! Government has arranged with 
Canada and Newfoundland for their r* 
epeoti ve shares of the award. The pape# 
on the subject shall be submitted to you.

The important and rapidly increasing 
trade between Canada and England in live 
cattle has been seriously threatened by the 
appearance in varions parts of the United 
State» of pleuro-pneu monia. In order to 
prevent the contagion from spreading to 
Canada and the consequent interruption of 
the trade I have caused an order to be 
issued under “ The Animal Contagious 
Diseases Act, 1869,” prohibiting the im
portation or introduction into the Domin
ion of American cattle for a short period. 
It is hoped that the disease will be ere long 
extinguished in the United States and the 
n e oeeirity for non tinning the prohibition re
moved. Your attention will be invàed to 
aa amendment of ti# Act I have just re
ferred to.

My Government has oommenoed nego
tiations with her Majesty ’s sanction for the 
development ef the trade of Canada with 
France and Spain and with thsir respective 
ookmiee. I hope to be able to toy before 
you the result of three negotiation» during 
the present session.

It is the purpose of my Government to 
press for the most vigorous prosecution of 
the Canadian Paeifio railway and to meet 
the reasonable expectations of British 
Oolumbis. In carrying out this intention 
dne regard must be had to the 
position of the oountiy. 
by rail has been effected 1 
and the United States system of railway» 
by the junction at St. Vincent of the Pem 
buna branch of our railway with 
Paul and Pacific railway. That _ 
the main line which extend» from 
River to Keewatin is now being

rded for the fishery claims 
Washington Treaty nas been 
United States, and that her

under oontraot and will be energetically 
pushed to completion in order to secure as 
rapidly as possible the ooonection between 
Lake Superior and the great North-West.

A bill for the amendment snd consolida
tion of the Aota relating to stamps shell be 
submitted for your consideration, aa well 
as a measure amending the Act relating to 
weights and measures.

The decennial census must be taken in 
1881. I think it expedient that a measure 
for the purpose should be passed during 
the present session in order to give ample 
time for the preparation of all the prelim
inary arrangements and to ensure the cen
sus being taken as accurately and inex
pensively as poeeible. In connection with 
this subject it may be well to consider the 
propriety of providing some means for the 
collection and collation of vital, criminal, 
and general statistics.

A bill will be laid before you for the re
arrangement of some of the departments of 
the Government, and also measures relat
ing to the survey and management of the 
Dominion lands, to the Mounted Police, 
and to the Poet Office department ; and 
also for thé amendment in some particulars 
of the laws relating to Indiana.

A measure will also be submitted to you 
for the vesting in, her Majeety for the use 
of the Dominion of certain Ordnance and 
Admiralty lands in the Provinces of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick.
Gentlemen of the Haute qf Common» :

The estimates for the ensuing year will 
be laid before you at an early day. They 
have been prepared with as much regard 
to economy as is compatible with the effi
ciency of the public service. I re
gret that the receipts into the Treasury 
from ordinary sources continue to be inade
quate te meet the charges against the con- 
solldated revenue. You will, I doubt not, 
agree with me in the opinion that it is not 
desirable that our finances should longer 
remain in this condition. By the applies- 
tion of the strictest economy to the public 
expenditure, and by the readjustment of 
the tariff with the view of increasing the 
revenue, and at the same time of develop
ing and encouraging the varions industries 
of Canada, yon will, I trust, be enabled to 
reetore the equilibrium between revenue 
and expenditure, and to aid in removing 
the commercial and financial depression 
which unhappily continues to exist. I have 
directed that the public accounts of the 
past financial year shall be laid before you. 
Honourable gentlemen e/ the Senate; 
Gentlemen of the Haute of Commons :

‘arliament has recognized the importance 
Dviding for the safe deposit of the sur- 
earnings of the people by arranging for 

• being placed with the Government at 
r rate of interest. It qisy be well for 
to consider how far it is practicable to 
a like security and encouragement to 
ms who may desire by an insurance 

upon their lives to make provision for those 
dependent upon them.

Your best attention will, I doubt not, be 
give» to the important subjects I have 
alluded to, and to the general interests of 
the country.

The members of the Commons then re
lumed to their House, where the proceed
ings were of a purely formal character.

(Continued on fifth Page.)

A Clever Swindler.
Hamilton, Feb. 12.—An individual,
‘ *e identity as vet remains in obscurity, 

been successfully practising swindling in 
it parts of Ontario for some time 
In Brantford, about six months ago, 

cleverly forged a cheque for $600, and 
in the present instance “ flitted ” with- 

leaving any clue to hia whereabout», 
on in a similar attempt at St 

the wily forger was detected, 
id to evade the tow by a rapid 

to the other side. Since that time 
_ has been heard of him until the 1st 

of the present month, when Mere#. C. T. 
Jones and E. C. Morgan, exchange brokers, 
of this city received letters to the follow
ing effect :—
Mr. c. T. Janet, Hamilton.

Fsbebast L
Sis,-I lend you H7 In U. 8. currency. . Bend me 

your chatae tor its value. Uee me re well se you 
can, lor I am often receiving lame from my cus
tomer» la tin State», and It you do right by me I 
will «nod you oilier» as I receive them. Yonr an
ew er by return taall will oblige. ____

Your» truly, \ FRED. 8. THUNDEX,

V Ôtmdafl, Ontario.

To this Mr. Joaes replied, enclosing a 
marked cheque for $16.83, which Thundex 
collected. The letter gent to Mr. Morgan 
contained $14 with a similar requeet, mid 
was signed Thomas Ford, Dun das. A 
cheque on the Exchange Bank for this 
amount was returned by Mr. Morgan, and 
on the 6th inst, Ford called snd presented 
it, altered to $400 and received payment. 
The cheque read :—

Hamilton, Out, Feb. 3,1879. 
To the Manager of the Exchange Bank of Canada.

Pay to Thoe. Ford, Esq., or bearer, four hundred 
dollar».

No. 850. CHAS. E. MORGAN.
The alterations were cleverly made, the 

four being allowed to stand and “hundred” 
inserted instead of the “teen." The 
ledger-keeper and teller passed the cheqm 
without detecting the forgery, and the 
clever scoundrel nas once more departed 
without identification. A question has 
arisen now between the bank and Mr. 
Morgan, who is liable for the money, the 
totter being of the opinion that the bank 
sheuld have detested the fraud, and the 
former maintaining that Mr. Morgan’s 
signature was sufficient guarantee for 
paying the amount, the filling np of the 
cheque not being important.

MURDER*IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

An Radian wllli a very Black Beeard.
New Westminster, Jan. 28.—Last 

July a man named Kelly, with a companion 
named Hackett, went out to out logs at a 
place called Sechelle, above Howe Bound, 
and mysteriously disappeared. Nothing 
was heard of him until yesterday, when an 
Indian was brought in charged on the evi
dence of his squaw with Kelly’s murder. 
This Indian is a notorious character, known 
as “ Dandy Jim" aliat “ Chain-gang Jim," 
who has before been implicated in a num
ber of robberies and cold-blooded murders. 
Hie record is the very blackest of any 
white or red, in the whole Pro vino». An 
Indian named Charley, who wee executed 
in New Westminster several yea# ago, 
said then that Jim had committed mûre 
morde# than any other Indian on Burrard 
Inlet He has served s couple of terms of 
two years each in gaol at Victoria for hav
ing been concerned in two murders. On 
one occasion, when arrested, he was 
wearing the clothes of his victim. 
He was also strongly suspected of having 
had s hand in the murder of four sailors at 
Burrard Inlet but for thi« was never 
brought to trial. In the present case, hie 
squaw states that Dandy Jim and herself, 
with their little girl, were up at Seohelle, 
when Kelly and Hackett were there, and 
with the object of plunder, Jim determined 
to kill one or both of the loggers. When 
Hackett went away, he watched hia chance, 
and one night when poor Kelly wt oc
cupied cooking hi» supper, Jim shot him 
dead. He, aided by his squaw, then drag
ged the remains out and towed it into deep 
water where, having fastened s stone round 
the nook, they sunk the body. Certain 
articles belonging to the murdered man, or 
his companion, stolen from- their camp, 
have been found in Jim’s possession. He 
also stands charged with an attempt to 
murder hia squaw by attempting to hang 
her, and inflicting several wounds upon her 
body. The squaw has turned Queen’s evi
dence against him,‘being benelf an in
voluntary aooereory after the fact in the 
murder. The poor creature states that she 
tried to dissuade Jim from committing the 
murder, end remained with her little girl 
in the canoe while he committed the hor
rible deed. Justice is loudly celled for, us 
it is felt leniency in the past has led to 
many recent crimes, their perpetrate# ap
parently having become possessed of the 
idea that the judges are afraid to oonviot 
them. There are other members of this 
very Indian’s tribe who are known to have 
committed murder, but so far have suc
ceeded in evading justice. . > .
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!ATLONDON CANADIAN ITEMS.

g’l Brewery Destroyed.

Loss, a Quarter of a Million.

London,’ Ont., 
fire that has visit 
of six yea# occu;

Feb. 13—The first large 
i visited this city for upwards 
occurred this morning, where- 
loent new brewery of Messrs, 

together with about three- 
i contenta, was reduced to 

ruina. The fire commenced at about four 
o’clock in the milting department, the 
malt in the drying kiln igniting and heat
ing the iron doors and framework so as to 
set fire to the woodwork adjacent. The 
alarm was quickly given, and the fire bri
gade were speedily on hand. Meantime 
the engine which is always kept on the 
premises was brought into use. On the ar
rival of the firemen, four lines of boee were 
attached to the new hydrants on the corn- 
era of the brewery square^ and thus five 
streams were svailabli The

UTILITY OF THE WATER WORKS, 
which have just been completed at a cost 
of $326,000, could not have received a 
better test. The firemen did their 
duty nobly in face of the severest weather. 
A terrible gale was blowing from the north
west, carrying flakes of file and embers 
over a great part of the city, and the froet 
was intense. Indeed there has not been a 
sharper morning this winter. After play
ing for a while with five streams, the fire
men relaxed their efforts, thinking thi 
had conquered the flames, aa indeed it 
seemed they had. Some thirty or forty 
men werp in the building below, and the 
firemen were thinking of packing up to §o 
home, when all at once

AN EXPLOSION 
occurred, the slate roof in the centre of the 
building rose like a huge wave with a 
crash, as though the building was being 
rent by an earthquake, and then collapsed. 
Those outside imagined from the shock 
that the whole building was on the eve of 
falling, the massive walls of brick and 
stone being jarred and shaken. For some 
time the fate of the men inside on the first 
floor-was a mystery and the cause of in
tense anxiety, but they soon were found 
not to have been injured. The effect of 
the explosion, which was caused, it is sur
mised, by the ignition ef malt dust, was to 
renew the fire on a more extensive scale 
than before. A few minutes after the roof 
had fallen in, flames were noticed bursting 
out in different directions, soon uniting in 

A GENERAL CONFLAGRATION 
which devoured the contents of the build
ing with astonishing rapidity, and against 
which the firemen were to a large extent 

iwerless, seeing that the fire was raging 
shind immense walls of brick, and was 

not very accessible from below. The in
terior wse supposed to be ss nearly as pos
sible fireproof, and yet the progress of the 
flames, after once gaining the advantage, 
was something marvellous. There were in 
stock some 30,000 or
FORTY THOUSAND BUSHELS OF BARLEY AND 

MALT,
all of which became food for the flames, or 
is so damaged by smoke and fire as to be 
unfit for any purpose whatever. The stock 
of hops was partially saved, and the stock 
of bottles was saved almost entire. The 
safe was turned out of doors early. The 
boiler, engine and machinery, situated in 
the lower part of the building, are all pre
served in tolerably good shape. They cost 
$6,000. The stock ef barrels and ale is 
nearly all destroyed. The warehouse and 
cellar on the north side, containing a por
tion of it, escaped destruction.

The entire loss, so far as it can be at pre
sent estimated, will not fall short of $25 . 
000, onfwhioh there is insurance, in varying 
soma, of about $75,000.

A i violent disease among horses has 
broken out at Smith’s Falls.

A diligent newspaper reader in Iindsay 
subscribes for twenty-two different journals.

A Port Burwell “ sportsman ” killed 
twenty-four foxes along the lake shore last 
month.

The sparrow hawk has been seen in many 
districts where English sparrows are 
Ideated.

A baby seven months old and weighing 
fifty pounds is the pride of the township 
of Elm».

The Nova Scotia Legislature is summon
ed to meet for the despatch of .business o 
Thursday, March 6th.

The reported outbreak of leprosy in a 
French-Canadian family at Squirrel Creek, 
P. E. L, is contradicted.

Brampton announces its willingness to 
treat liberally with any company establish
ing a manufactory there.

A resolution to establish a poorhonse was 
defeated by one vote at the last meeting of 
the Middlesex County Council.

A class for the scientific instruction of 
militia officers has been opened at Halifax, 
N.S. It will meet twice a week.

Allen Myers, a brakesman was killed on 
the Canada Southern a few days ago, 
twenty-one cars passing over his body.

It is proposed to organize a joint stock 
company, with a capital of $100,000, to 
erect a steam grain elevator at Emerson, 
Man.

The Kincardine Town Council have re
solved to memorialize the Government for 
the expenditure of $30,000 on their har
bour.

The 1

DUNKIN ACT REPEAL.
teaeal Carrie» la Martha 
DbfIuur—Ts be 
Prince Edward.

■Sertaad aad 
Attempted la

Bowmanvills, Feb. 13.—The final re
sult of the three days’ polling for the re
peal of the Dunkin Act m Northumberland 
and Durham, is a majority in favour of the 
repeal of 1,046 :—

Majority In Northumberland.. 
Majority In Ti Durham.

1,046
Belleville, Feb. 13.—Another effort is 

to be made to repeal the Dunkin by-law in 
Prince Edward. The voting will take 
place on the 13th of March.

A PATHOLOGICAL CURIOSITY.

Singular Disease ef a Quebec lady—Sense 
thing laid le be Cahaewa le the 
Faculty.
Quebec, Feb. 12.—Madame Plante died 

in St. Roch'g on Saturday of a malady 
which bore a singular analogy to dropsy. 
After death an autopsy was performed to 
establish the exact nature of the disease, 
when a kind of sack or bag containing 
thirteen galloas of watery matter ant 
weighing 130 pounds, was taken from the 
abdomen. The bag was encrusted with 
fifteen tumours, two of which were ovarian 
and about the size of an era. The liver 
was completely! ossified. This disease is 
said to have bee» unknown to the pro! 
sion until the pteeent. Madame Plante 
had been ailing for two years, and at the 
time of her death h* frame waa literally 
nothing but akin and bones.

le home which drew tite first car on 
the City Passenger Railway of Montreal 
has just died, after 17 years’ continuous 
service.

Tenders have been called for by the 
Quebec Government, for the purchase and 
removal of the ruins of the old court house 
at Quebec.

A young man opened a writing school in 
St. Mary’s recently, collected his fees in 
advance on the first and second nights, and 
disappeared.

Euziebe Brien, a good-looking French 
prl, nineteen years of age, gave birth to a 
tealthy male child the other day on a doer- 
step in Montreal.

It is said that Lieutenant-Governor Laird 
has intimated his intention of resigt 
the Indian superintendency of the North- 
West Territories.

Charles Kelso, of the Merchants’ Bank, 
Perth, has received information that he has 
fallen heir to the sum of $125,000 by the 
death of a relative.

Mr. Wm. Switzer, Deputy Reeve of 
Sunnidale, has been appointed director of 
the Hamilton and North-Western railway 
for the County of Simcoe.

A petition praying for the repeal of the 
Donkin Act in Perth, signed by fifteen 
hundred ratepayers, has been deposited 
with the sheriff of the county.

Robert Parker, of Guelph, shipped on 
■Monday, two buggies to Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, and will make another ship
ment to the same place in a few days.

Our farmers are preparing to profit by 
the stoppage of the United States cattle 
trade with England. In many districts 
they are fattening stock for shipment.

The Presbyterian congregation, Sea- 
forth, have decided to extend a call to 
Rev. A. D. Macdonald, of Elora. The 
salary offered is $1,400 and a free manse.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Morphy, of Vic
toria Settlement, N. 8., are both glib of 
tongue, but their family, consisting of 
three sons and a daughter, are all deaf and 
dumb.

A young butcher boy in Clinton is able 
to take orders from a hundred customers 
in going his rounds, and, without having 

•de a single note, will fill them all oor- 
Ntiy. 4
The Prince Edward Island Government, 

i an official paper says, has called the 
Legislature together for the 29th (sic) 
hut. I April the 1st would be a more suit
able day.

Prince Edward county baa had the same 
experience with the Dunkin Act as every 
other county where it has been in force, 
and a vote on its repeal is to be taken there 
on the 13th March.

The rev. pastor of SL Roch’s church, 
Quebec, warned his congregation on Sun
day last against pretended dramatic clubs 

‘•ying for the benefit of the poor and 
seping the receipts.
A youth named Joseph Desgranges, from 

SL Hyacinthe, was arreeted at Montreal 
on Wednesday, charged with robbing 

I Moreau of $300. The prisoner is a 
son of the Bishop’s caretaker.

Mr. and Mrs. Churchill, ef Petrolia,went 
driving on a very cold day recently, taking 
a child with them. When they arrived at 
their destination and unrolled the child it 
waa dead, having been smothered.

It cost $795 to take the vote in Bruce 
on the" by-law repealing the Dunkin AcL 
and a local journal think» that the papers 
and lecturers who advocated the measure 
should be made to pay that amount.

Mr. David Grant and other Montreal 
Orangemen have taken an action in the 
Superior Court against Mayor Beaudry, for 
the recovery of $10,000 damages, for false 
arrest and imprisonment on the 12th of 
July last.

SMALL-POX IN PRINCE EDWARD 
ISLAND

Sertuus Outbreak at Alberto»—Tke ;c»a- 
tactou MseeaUuated at a Wake,

Charlottetown, P. E. L, Feb. 16.— 
N ot withstanding the severity of the weather 
small-pox continues spreading in Alberton, 
P. E. L, and the residents of that village 
are much alarmed for fear the disease may 
become epidemic. Last Friday a child of 
Allan McDonald died from a cause which 
at the time of the death iras unknown to 
the child’s parents and also to the 
physician. On Friday night between 
thirty and forty persons assembled 
at McDonald’s to attend the ohüd’s wake. 
Late in the night they were horror-striokan 
to discover that the deceased came to its 
death by small-pox. On the same night 
Mr. McDonald contracted the disease, and 
died on Monday morning. The deaths of 
Mr. McAlduff and Neil McLennan, who 
had also attended the wake, were reported 
yesterday. Young McLennan fell sick at 
his father’s house, and was removed to 
Mr. McDonald’s, where ten patients are 
now lying rick of the disease. Mc
Donald’s nouse is very small, and the 
patients are huddled together in an apart
ment ef fifteen by twenty-two feet capacity.

Tke labeler Packlag lateral.
Halifax, Feb. 14.—During the past 

year 188,663 oases of lobe ten were export
ed from Halifax to England. This is a 
large increase on former years.

Mr. Baker, one of the largest lobster 
packers of the Dominion, says, “There 
are two things which will have to be done 
Immediately, or the lobster industry, em
ploying thousands of people, will be » 
ruined enterprise. First, let the Dominion 
Government pa# an Order-in-Counoil that 
no lobsters shall be taken after the 7th of 
August west of Halifax and the 15th of 
August east of Halifax. Second, "all lob
sters the product» of Nova Sootia and 
Prinoe Edward Island waters, shall be 
branded u such ”

A correspondent state» that an illicit 
distillery was seized in Western Adjala 
last week, capable of running off fifty 
bushels per week. It was driven by a 
three hone power engine. When seized, 
twenty-five buahels were ready to run off. 
Ten barrels were ready to fill,most of which 
were labelled Orangeville. The plant coat 
$600 and has been running a long time, and 
has manufactured over 100 barrel» of the 
crooked,» *

The Quebec NouveUitte says it is reported 
that tiie Urauline nuns of that city 
have received communications from thirty 
of the sisterhood in France, applying for 
admission into the Quebec convent in the 
event of their being expelled from France.

Christopher Cyre and his wife, two of 
the oldest inhabitants of Madawaska, N. 
S., aged ninety and eighty-six years re
spectively, died last week within thirty-six 
hears <of each other, after a married life of 
sixty-two years. They were buried in one 
grevé.

Two school-boys named 
Beale and Forbes, quarrelled st St 
and the former drawing a pocket-knife 
stabbed Forbes badly in the side of the 
head. A surgeon dressed the wound, 
which, though not dangerous, was very 
severe.

Captain Hayes, boat-owner, of Brock - 
ville, w# presented by the Mayor, at a 
meeting of the Town Council, with a hand
some gold medal, on behalf of Mr. William 
McCullough, of Brock ville, for saving him, 
his wife and child from drowning in Janu
ary, 1878.

The farm residence and contenta of Mr. 
John Woods, Allin’s Settlement Township 
of Madoo, were destroyed by fire on the 
night of 22nd January. Mr. Woods 
saved nothing. His loss is : house, $1,200 ; 
contents, $600 ; insured in the Agricul
tural of London for $950.

A newly-arrived immigrant while eating 
his dinner at the Truro, N.S., railway sta
tion the other day, after enquiring if he 
wm in Nova Sootia and if Dr. Tapper lived 
there, on being answered in the affirmative, 
exclaimed, “ Dear me, but I would like to 
see the house he lives in."

The Emerson International says that it 
“ is now reported that Louis Rid intends 
going to the Saskatchewan next summer 
with the large French half-breed migration 
to take place from settlement» on the Red 
aad Pembina rivers. It is also rumoured 
that an agitation is en foot to obtain a re
duction of the term ef the ex»preeident’s 
enforced exile.”

A daughter of Mr. Louis Weaver, of 
Cathoart, Brant aged eleven years, died 
last week from the effects of swallowing a 
yin some time before. After the swallow
ing her appetite increased so that she 
would eat nearly all the time, but, moat 
singularly, at the same time she began to 
decrease in flesh until she wm nothing but 
skin and bone.

Shortly after a fire in Braoebridge Ust 
Sunday, the reaidenoe of Mr. Hugh Den
ison wm entered while he and hia wife were 
at the place of the fire, and $800 in Bank

of Ireland Mils stolen. A man named 
Armstrong wm arrested on suspicion, but 

srged. Mr. Denison has only recently 
arrived in Canada, and the Iom leaves him 
penniless in a strange land.

While some few of the Halifax medical 
ten are of opinion that the unusual pre

valence of colds in that city this winter 
originated in something like Cyprus fever, 
the great majority of doctors there believe 
there is no such thing in this country as 
Cyprus fever. The latter is a malarial 
fever. It belongs to the country in which 
it originates, and is not contagious as are 
ordinary fevers.

Eighteen months ago H. Boudreau, a 
farmer of Bernier, Easteen Townships, de- 
clared he had been robbed on the highway 
of $750, but his story was laughed at. The 
other day Bruno Nolette, a farmer residing 
at Richelieu, boasted of the manner in 
which he plundered a wayfarer over a year 
ago of the amount specified. He was ar
rested, and Boudreau having identified 
him, he was committed for triai.

At a meeting of the chairmen of the various 
Montreal Corporation committees, onThurs. 
day afternoon, it wm agreed to petition 
the Dominion Government to amend the 
law regulating the calling out of the military 
in case of emergency, so that they can only 
be called out by a requisition signed by the 
mayor of a municipality, or in the event of 
his refusal, by four members of the council 
of the mumcipality, together with two 
magistrates not members of the council.

The Winnipeg Free Press says that a 
letter from England states that the parent
age of Lord Gordon Gordon, the notorious 
swindler, who committed suicide in Mani
toba on being arrested by a Toronto detec
tive in 1874, has been discovered, his father 
being a notorious Jewellery smuggler, car
rying on operations between the Continent 
and Great Britain, with his headquarters 
on the Island of Jersey. The latter has 
recently been arrested.

Reports from the Marmora gold mining 
region are favourable. The Feigel mine is 
being worked by a company who have 
twenty-five men employed, and find their 
operations profitable. At the Williams’ 
mine the shaft is down 135 feet, and the 
vein is reported to. increase in wealth and 
richness. The Gatling Company have at 
Ust resolved on the nature of the process 
to be employed in reaching their ores, and 
are about to procure the necessary 
machinery for crushing twenty tons per 
day.

It is becoming almost as common for 
township financUl officers in Canada to 
levant with the municipal funds as it is in 
the United States. The latest sinner in 
this respect is Alexander Macdonald, col- 
lector for Caledon West, who last week 
went off with two thousand dolUrs. His 
sureties, however, pursued him, and sue- 
ceèded in effecting a capture on United 
States territory. After threatening him, 
they induced him to return to Caledon.

People in Sweetsbnrg are greatly ex
cited over the Mississquoi contested elec
tion ease by the unwarranted charges 
which the bill of particulars has sought to 
fasten upon divers respectable persons of 
the county. So far, two heavy actions of 
damages have been entered against Mr. 
Clayee, the rejected Grit candidate, and 
the petitioner, by Messrs. McNeil and Geo, 
D. Baker respectively for alleged libel. 
Many other actions have also been 
spoken of.

A young man from Fullarton presented 
himself at the hall door in Mitchell with a 
twenty cent piece and demanded admission 
to the Knox church tea-meeting. The 
door-keeper drew his attention to the fact 
that the charge wm twenty-five cents. 
The party replied that he had received it 
from the door-keeper for a quarter of a dol
lar a year ago, at the Knox church tea
meeting, and on finding that the church 
had got five cents ahead of him he laid it 
carefully away for the next “ feed." He 
wm allowed to pass.

The Kingston Whig states that some

Œ ladies are collecting in that city on 
ef the ««radon. of the dieoeee of 

Ontario, and remarks that if the depleted 
state of the Mission Fund do# not make 
the churchmen of the diocese blush, tiss 
public collection must at least It is no
thing short, says the Whig, of a scandal on 
the Church. One Presbyterian wm can- 
vaased four times within a week on behalf 
of the mission of a church with which ex
cept in the common cause of Christianity, 
he had no sympathy.

While Mr. Donald B. McKellar was 
preaching in the Baptist church, town
ship of Brook, his sleigh and team of 
here#, valued at $175, were driven off by 
some party or parties. Some of the furnish
ings of the vehicle were found in Watford 
next morning. The horses were tracked by 
Mood through the streets and through ad
joining fields, bnt the tracks were obliter
ated by the rain, and pursuit had to be 
abandoned. On Tuesday morning the 
hones were found entangled in McKellar’s 
own bush, four miles south-west of Wat
ford. One of the animals will probably die 
from its injuries.

A Captain John Alexander de Longueuil, 
now living in Colchester county, N. S., is 
endeavouring to obtain money from the 
supposed heirs of the late Baron Charles 
Lemoine de Longueuil on the strength of 
having poesession of $6,500,000, the 
amount of the estate. He says his 
suit for the estate wm won in 
the Montreal courts in August lqst 
The whole story is a fabrication. 
The Longueuil estate, which is referred te, 
has been in undisputed possession of the 
present holders or their representatives for 
over one hundred years, which of itself 
constitutes a perfect title ; and further
more, the whole estate is probably not 
worth over $250,000, and consists of land 
and prdberty, in fact anything but ready 
cash. The captain wm in Montréal last 
year, but hia papers failed to establish that 
he had any claim to the estate.

Montreal do# not stand alone is not 
having paid its promised subscription of 
ten thousand dollars to the St John, 
N.B., fire relief fund. The New Bruns
wick Government itself is a defaulter in 
this respect In the first flu* of sym
pathy, it voted to aid the suf
ferers -with a donation of twenty- 
five thousand dollars, bnt as yet not 
a cent has found its way into the 
hands of the relief committee. At a re
cent meeting of the St John Evangelical 
Alliance the subject was referred to, and 
the speakers unanimously censured the 
Government for their conduct Voting 
subscriptions and then not paying them ii 
cheap charity with a vengeance. Wist 
would the houseless on# hgve done hri 
outside municipalities turned a deaf ear 6 
their cry for help, or aided them in the 
same manner Î

The British Columbia Assembly «** 
opened on the 29th ult The speech of to 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor contained 
the following reference to the Pacific rail
way question and that of the graving 
dock :—“ I purpoee following the courre 
hitherto pursued on occasions similar to the 
present oy giving the railway question the 
foremost place on the list of legislative sub
ject» The important petition which yim 
addressed to her Majesty hat session m 
connection with this question, was duly 
forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
transmission to the Imperial Government, 
but M yet I have received no reply. Com- 
munksations upon railway matters generally 
have, however, passed between my Govern
ment and that of the Dominion, and an **' 
suranoe hM lately been given that oar 
representations and daims are now being 
considered by the Dominion Cabinet *“® 
will receive their best attention. All 
correspondence referred to will be pi*0*® 
before you at an early day. I have no* 
received any answer from the Home Oov- 
eminent regarding the offer made to indnee 
them to oonstruct the dock as an Imperw 
work. Progress on the cofferdam has been 
very slow, aad so unsatisfactory that I e°®- 
sidered it advisable to cause farther p»r 
mente to the contractors to be withhei 
until the dam should he finished.” “V 
lid of subjects for legislation is much 
lengthy and important than that recently | 
submitted to the Ontario Legislature.

THE ENGLISH

Interesting Summary ef Net

THE MARRIAGE OF THE DUKE OF CONNAUGg
At Windsor Cm tie arrangements 

now being made for the nuptials of 
Duke of Connaught and Princess 

S Margaret of Prussia, which it is unden 
will take place with becoming magnifiée 
on Thursday, March 13th, at St. Georg 
Chapel, in the presence of the Queen i 
members of the Royal family. Ah. 
three weeks previous to the date fixed 
the marriage her Majesty, Princess Beatrix 
and the Court will take up their residen 
at Windsor Castle, when the final prepa 
tions for the ceremonial will be complet 
the detail» being something similar 
those observed at the nuptials of her Roy 
Highness Princess Louise and the Marqu 
of Lome. Platforms will be erected i 
the nave for the accommodation of prit] 
leged spectators, and the stalls of " 
Knights of the Garter and seats in 
choir will be reserved for the more „„ 
languished guests, as upon the celebratir] 
of fermer Royal marriages. In order to f 
present at the marriage, the Crown Princr 
M Germany will, it is stated, proceed 
England at the end of February, the Cron 
Prince following at the beginning of Ma

FOREIGN DUTIES ON BRITISH IRON.

The Marquis of Salisbury has addres 
to the Secretary of the British Iron Tr 

. Association (Mr. J. S. Jeans) a letter fr„ 
Lord Odo Russell, relative to the mow 
ment now in progress for the reimpositie 
of duties on English iron entering ~ 
many:—

Lord Russell says :—“ There is a ste**, 
growing agitation, not only in favour of r 
imposing import duties on iron generr*11 
bnt also of taking such measures as 
tend in particular to exclude English < 
petition altogether frorq Germany, 
battle of free trade will be fought out u™ 
ing the next Se#ion of Parliament, and! 
Free Trade Association for that pur 1 
has been formed in Berlin under the nan 
guidance of Herr Bamberger. Meanwhil 
I hear on good authority that the Comm! 
sion now sitting to report on 
protection to be afforded to in. 
iron trade of Germany will probable 
recommend a protective duty of 50pf., <f 
6d. on the hundredweight. I need nq 
point ont to your lordship that this dut 
would have the effect of closing the G< 
man market altogether to the British " 
trade.

“ Some weeks ago the British Iron Tr 
Association memorialized the Belgian Mx, 
ister of Finances for the repeal of the dul 

♦ of 2ijd. per cwt., now levied on all Knglia 
pig-iron entering Belgium. The Beigh* 
Government have now addressed her Maja 
ty’s Minister at Brussels on the subject 1 
this petition, and have, in effect, déclina 
absolutely to give it effect, urging thatl 
is only the duty now levied that hinde/ 
foreign pig-iron from taking a more a- 
more preponderating place in Belgiu 
The present time would also, say the G 
eminent, be ill chosen for taking any r 
to render the position of the native] 
ducers ef pig-iron in Belgium worse t 
it is already, and it is argued that nowh 
else, notwithstanding the progress of h 
trade ideas, would such a proposal be r 
tertained at the present time. A couside 
ation of another kind likewise tends j 
make the remission of the present imp 
duties inopportune. These duties brin 
the Belgian Treasury a receipt of 600,0 
per annum, and this would be altogei 
lost if the memorial of the British 1 
Trade Areociation were complied with.”

THE PARIS LOTTERY.

The drawing of the Paris Lottery exc 
immense interest both in England a, 
France. All the London papers have lo- 
reports daily, and give the prizes as thl 
are drawn. Fleet street rivals the Tro ™ 
dero in the number of eager aspirants ■■ 
winning numbers, and every restaurant hi 
its crowds of anxious speculators, com pari? 
tickets, and commenting with more or la 
despondency on the narrowness of 
** snave” by which they have missed a ur 
lot. At Paris, ladies, we are told, sat i 
their carriage» feverishly taking notes i 
the number», after the example, doubtla 
ef the frequenters of M. Blanc’s establis 
mente, though with less reason. One ' 
gambler screamed and fainted when 
found that she had gained a prize.

HABITUAL DRUNKARDS.

Dr. Cameron’s Habitual Drunkards x 
proceeds on the permissive principle so U 
M regards the incarceration of persons wn 
seek State aid for the cure of their n 
firmity. They must apply personally to] 
licensee of a “retreat,” stating the 1" 1 
they are desirous of remaining in it, aq 
their application will have to be certifie 
by a Justice of the Peace, who is satisfii 
that they fall within the designation 
‘‘habitual drunkards. ’ After admissio 
however, they become to all intents 
purposes prisoners, and may not of t. 
own will recover their freedom within 
period for which they have voluntary 
agreed to submit to discipline, providi 
always that their imprisonment shall nd 
exceed the term of 12 calendar months, 
power of discharge is given to Justices - 
oases where they are satisfied that suq 
discharge would be reasonable and prop

THE CATTLE DISEASE QUESTION.

In an editorial the Timet observes :-j 
“ The appearance of pleuro-pneumon 
among a cargo of cattle that has arrived I 
Liverpool from Portland is a most unt 
ward event. In itself, and in the com 
quences it necessarily involves, it must 
profoundly regretted. These who were no 
aware of it before, learnt the importano 
of the Transatlantic trade in live cat " 
from tiie debate on the Ministerial Cat 
Plague Bill of last session. There con 
not oe a healthier commerce. It pron 
a direct reduction in the cost of living, 
national benefit so unequivocal that ti 
the weakest believer in reciprocity cou 
not venture to deny it ; and the prepsi 
tions so widely made for enlarging'! 
trade gave employment to crowds of w 
men whoee energies would otherwise 
in idleness. Much of this must now 1 
suddenly arrested. The Committee 
Council will have at once to consider wh 
must be done in the way of scheduli 
North American porta. Attempts will, 
course, be made to discriminate beta 
one and another place of embarcation. 
Canadian fellow-subjects will eagerly c« 
to be excluded from the operation ot r 
order scheduling the United States. T 
will urge, and, se far as we know, w: 
urge truly, that the infection is confined 1 
their neighbours, while the Dominion 
entirely free from it. But we foresee j
if not insuperable, difficulties in m___
the distinction that will be . sought fa 
The very cattle that have reached ns in 
infected condition have come through Ca 
ada, though bought in and sent from Unit 
Stales nffcrketa ; and, again, any cattle 
Canadian origin must, at this season of ti 
year, be embarked, almost inevitably, 
United States ports. We have the co 
lstien of thinking that a dead meat ti 
may replace the trade in live cattle, if 
latter is perforce suppressed.; but two 
■ervations must be made upon this, 
the fkst place, it would seem that, m 
aa fltoada is concerned, the oonveyab. 
of meat in tiie form of the living animal ]
*1" 1 r, even in winter, since that mode f 

ig meat to our market hM been i 
preferred. A dead meat trar 

-jre, at best an exchange for 
« ; but we moat remember, in the I 

ond place, that in the summer 
dead meat trade is almost an imp 
We cannot say that the difficulti# of 1 

;tWa#t may not be eventually over 
but all the skill, ingenuity, and patienoe] 
importera have so far been thwarted.

<EnaD be very glad if any « 
ean be made between cattle coming I 
Canada and coming from theun 
States. The import trade from ( 
be» ^increased with gre^fapidity,, 
capable of the largest extension. Las! 
we received five times as many live i 

ti# Dominion m in the year b_
™ uni»her of heed imported in 1877 > 
Ml*, but in 1878 this sprang up to i


