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BAXTER A HIT

Caldwell Speech ... ... ... Gal 1,
This Interesting Clash in Parliament
Will Interest Observer Readers
Because of its Local
Bearing

It was a Monday night—June 26—
and in the last stages of a prolonged
gession. No doubt all parties con-
cerned were feeling more or less
peeved. But our Tom Caldwell was
DPound to have his say aad he said it
with characteristic vigor. The ques-
tion concerned the election in Carlet
on-Victoria lest December, when' it
will be recalled, there was a subdivis-
jon of polls, made unknown to the Pro-
gressive candidate, and for which he
claims to have been made fully ac-
quainted with at a late date, and that
for which he received proper lists
only after a threat of injunction.

The: following discussion is taken
in full from the pages of Hansard:

On the Orders of the Day:

Mr. CALDWELL: Mr. speaker, be-
fore proceeding to the Orders of the
Day I wish to refer to some remarks
made by the hon. member for St. John
and Albert (Mr. Baxfer) on Saturday
in which he misquotéd what I said in
the House on June f2—

Some hon. MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. CALDWELL:—and then pro-
ceeded to read a document—

Some hon MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. CALDWELL:—and then pro-
ceeded to read a document in which
doubt was cast upon my verdcity.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The hon.
gentleman is entitled to put 1 ques-
tion and make a personal explanation
before the Orders of the Day are
called, but he must avoid attacking
any other hon. member. He may
state the facts which perturb his mind
and then let the House judge of the
matter; but he must not attack any
other gentleman. I understand the
hon. member wishes to make a per-
sonal explanation. He may pr
to that explanation without, however,
attacking another hon. member.

Mr. CALDWELL: I had no inten-
tion of attacking anybody. I simply
wanted to clear up a statement made
by the hon. member from St. John
on Saturday as a question of privil-
ege. In that connection T waat to read
the statement the hon. member attrib-
uted to me and then read what I ac-
tually said, leaving the House to
judge as to whether the hon. member
quoted me correctly. He was speak-
ing of a statement I made -in the
House on Jume 12; it was with re-

ard to an amendment I moved to the

minion Elections Act on that day.
The hon. member was referring to a
statement 1 made about a returning
officer in my riding during the recent
elections, and this is what he said:

“He was charged—"

That is the returning officer, he
meant—

“He was charged with having made
electoral subdivisions which were not
warranted by law.”

Now I wish to quote what I act-
ually did say:

“Last fall, I learned quite accident-
1y one evening, just two weeks prior
to the election, that five new polls
had been established in my riding.”

That is the only reference I made
to the establishing of the new polls.
1 dil not say they were established
illegally because I knew better. While
I am not a lawyer possibly I know the
Elections Act quite as well as my hon.
friend from St. John, due to the fact
that I was in this House when it was
passed. 1 opposed some of the pro-
visions of that act very strenuBusly
and was convinced last fall that I was
justified in doing so.

Mr. SPEAKER: [ think the hon.
gentleman has stated his case fully.

Mr. CALDWELL: Mr. Speaker, I—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. Bourinot
says in speaking of personal questions
brought up when Orders of the Day
are called, that it is the usage in both
Houses of the Canadian Parliament to
nake personal” explanations and ask
questions of the Government. They
make them in reference to an inac-
curate report of their speeches in the
official report, or in newspapers, but
they must not engage in discussion or
further explanation. The hon. gen-
tTan has stated that he has been
misquoted. He has read what he said
in the House and what the hon. mem-
‘ber for St John had said. Now the
House must judge of the incident,
which is closed and no further argu-
ment can be allowed.

Mr. CALDWELL: May I be al-
Jowed to quote further fro mthe hon.
gentleman's speech to show that he
made a misstatement later on in his
remarks.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.
the Day.

Mr. CALDWELL: Have I not a
right, 'Mr. Speaker, to quote further
from the hon. gentleman’s speech ta
correct another misstatement?

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it is
really necessary. The hon. member
has presented his case fro mhis point
of view. He has given a quotation of
his own statement, and has also quot-
ed a statement by the hon. member
from St. John. Now the incident is

closed.
Mr. CALDWELL: But I am rising
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to a question of privilege.

Mr. SPEAKER: der,

Mr. CALDWELL: I have only ex-
plained one incident. The hon. mem-
ber for St. John also charged that I
had stated a falsehood. in the House.

Mr. STEVENS: I rise to point of
order. ) .

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. mem-
ber speaking to a point of order?

Mr. STEVENS: My point of order
is this: I bring to your attention the
fact that when the hon. mcmber fcu
St. John first atempted to make his
statement he was ruled out of order
by you, Sir, and I taink quit2 propegly.
On the second occasion that he made
his statement n: was again ruled out
cf order, after proceeding for some
short space, hy the Chairruau of the
Ccmmittee ¢f the Whole. Conse-
quently he had not the opportucity of
firishing hi« statement.. Therefore, I
submit to you, 3ir, that it would be
highly unfajr to have another hon.
gzentleman debate further the hon.
niember’s ftatement' which was not
completed) '

Mr. CALOWELL: May J speak to
the point of order? I submi that itj
is quite a di¥erent thing to rule an
hon. mémber out of order wken he is
replying to an attack by anotner hon.
member and seeking to establish the
fact that he was misquoted, and false-
ly accused of makipg a false state-
ment in thi® House.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. CALDWELL: I will leave the
House to judge if I am not taking the
right course.

has already misquoted me. I was
careful to say that I was quoting from
a letter signed by the gentlemen he
had attacked in the House. I made
no statement about the hon. member
himself because I have no personal
knowledge of the circumstances.

Mr. SPEAKER: No hon. member
can use the expression “false” or
“falsely” in speaking of another hon.
member. t is not parliamentary
language and I would therefore ask

the hon. member from Carleton, N.,

tion is stience’s newest di

|should clear up this matter.
Mr. BAXTER: The hon. gentleman

B., to withdraw the e

Mr.” CALDWELL
gladly ' withdraw the
is misconstrued.in any Wi
to state, however, that 1 di
cuse the hon. member himse
ing a false statement; I said
a document “which .
me of making a false stat
House.

Mr. SPEAKER: [ have
ruling and I am now in the
the House. I rule that the
now ‘closed.. ‘It has beem
plained by all parties.

Mr. CALDWELL: Before
the Chair, Mr. Speaker, I woul
to continue the discussion w
proceeding when 1 was ruled.
order recently. I had stated thi
hon. member from St. John
bert (Mr. Baxter) quoted a sti
I made on the 12th of June.
what he said and I read what

myself, and I am willing to lea

House to judge of the matter.

gard to the making of the list, L&

to quote what the hon. member i

During the reading of this d

he interjected this remark: 1 P
“There comes a very distinct {

of veracity between the hon. memi

and the returning officer. I . know

nothing of the circumstances; ‘&'

not know anything personally

circumstances now, except as I

heard the statement made im .4

House and as I have, in my possess

a statement differing very widely i

practically all respects, of the refu

ing officer.” VRSO
He hgs qualified that again by %

“I cannot of course vouch for:
single statement I ani reading.” -

I am rot in the same position as;
hon. member for St. John. I amy
going to make a statement I oai
vouch for in this case. I did not m
a statement on the 12th June tb
could mot vouch for and could ‘ni
prove in amy court of the land and |
do not propose to make a statems
now which I cannot vouch for. I
quoting what I did say on that
sion with regard to preparing the'}
and will leave the House to
whether the returning officer’s st
ment différéd from mine. I
speaking of the necessity for the P
created in my rjding. I said: *s ]

“I went to the returning officer to
inquire if it was a fact that those

ators, and he ‘said that it

asked him 2 he had his enume

or registrars appointed for the
and who they were: He said:
snd I do not proposc to appoint

1 asked him how he proposed to ‘gél
list of those polls-and to furnish it
the candidate on momination day.
said that he did not propose to hd

|a list for each polling division.

was subdividing ome polling divisj
into four: He!said that he was g

to have them all p as one M
and revised as that. He said: ‘We wil
provide a copy of ‘each poll for th
deputy returning officer on election
dsy, but no lists will be prepared
the candidates.’ *

I want to quote from the documest

the hon. member read on Saturday
night and I will leave the Honse to
judge. The hon. member for St. John
read from the decyment prepared by
the returning officer as follows:.
“He further says that he didl not at
that time want to appoint new regis-
trars who would be unfamiljar with
the duties, and that he proposed to al-
low the existing registrars ;to make
up his list for the entire division in
the usual way and then subdivide it
geographically for the use of the dep-
uty returning officer in the separate
polling stations on election day.”
That is idemtical with the statemept
i.made on the 12th June. I wish to
degl very briefly with this, because I
do mot wish to impose on the godd na-
ture of the House at this hour of the
night asd at this stage of the session,
but I think it.is due to myself that I
This is
also from the statement as read by
the hon. member from what is sup-
posed to be a document sent to him
by the returning officer for my riding.
“He says that the hon. member’s
further statement that the hon. mem-
ber threatened him with an injunc-
tion is quite surprising. At no time
during thé election did either candi-
date threaten him in any way, and so
far as he was aware, the comduct of
the election.¥rom the returning offi-
cer’s standpoint was satisfactory to all
parties concerned. He says that it
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