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ATURAL GAS
RANGE.

IT IS A BEAUTY
for either Natural 
or Artificial Gas. 
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IPROVED RANGE AND FURNACE BURNERS 
INDSAY AND WELSRACH LIGHTS MATNLES

Get your order in early.

WESTMAN BROS.
•0.0♦•*•♦•*•♦•♦8986000+8 •000000000+0000000000048

•4*4*40404040404040404040+•40+0404040+04040404040

1 WHEN ABOUT TO ORDER YOUR 
±

SPRING SUIT
GIVE US A CALL.

Our Spring Suitings are better than ever in style 1 
+ and finish. We guarantee a Perfect Fit, Best Trim-: 
t mings and ♦
1 WORKMANSHIP SECOND TO NONE ! :

An American Cutter always on hand to look after : 
- - - your wants -:
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MAYOR STONE PUBLICLY 
LECTURES ENGINEER JONES

COMMITTEE IS APPOINTED 
TO HAVE HOUSES NUMBERED
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Initial Letters
I Just what you 1 
Ihave been look-I 
jing for can now * 
I be procured from 
|us—beautiful 
1Linen Letters for 
|sewing on your 
1 linens.
. Saves time, 

, work, and money 
: and looks perfect.

12 1-2c. and 15c.

ASK TO SEE 
THEM.

t Special Prices by the 
t Dozen.

Says Official Is Too Fond 
Of Displaying Red

Tape

Mayor. Thinks Free Mail 
Delivery Is Coming

SoonTHE LINE TO THE LAKE
—N. H. Stevens of the Canada Flour Mills Company was in 
Toronto yesterday attending a meeting of the directors of the 
Reliance Loan Company. Mr Stevens is a director of the 
Chatham branch. At the meeting the company reported a very 
successful year.

Mr Stevens also had an interview with the directors of the 
C. W. and L. E. Electric road who are interested in the ex- 
tension of the road to the lake.

These men are unanimously of the opinion that the enter- 
prise should be pushed through as speedily as possible.

Mr. Stevens assures The Planet that, unless something un- 
forseen happens, the people of Chatham will be enjoying the 
pleasure and accomodation of a ride to the lake before the 
coming summer season is over.

FIREMEN GET A RAISE

Fire Chief And Ald. Potter Take 
Turn About In Blaming Mr. Jones

For Innocent Statement

THE ROUTINE BUSINESS

Judge Houston Complains That 
Police Court Is Still In A Very 

Unsanitary Condition

City Engineer E. B. Jones was the 
subject of at fifteen minute lecture 
from Mayor Stone last evening. 
There are few who can remember a 
more severe reprimand ever given 
to a municipal officer than that 
handed out to the City Engineer by 
the Mayor at last night’s Council 
meeting. Mr. Jones was in the aud- 
ience in the auditorium of the cham- 
bers at the time. He sat quietly 
through the ordeal while all eyes 
were turned his way, and made no 
remonstrance. He did not even at- 
tempt to explain matters after- 
wards.

"I called up Mr. O’Mara at the 
Water Works to-day," began the 
Mayor, "and I asked him if I might 
procure a phial of the oil which they 
are using at the works. He replied 
that I could not get the oil unless I 
got the consent, of the Saperinten- 
dent. It is a most peculiar thing 
if the Mayor of the city cannot 
procure a little phial of oil from 
the Water Works station without 
first consulting the Superintendent. 
Mr. O’Mara positively refused to al- 
low me to have the oil, and farther, 
when he rang up -City Engineer 
Jones, that official said, ‘No, he can- 
not have the oil without my con- 
sent.’ It has come to a mighty 
queer pass when the Mayor of the 
city must first consult the City En- 
gineer on a matter so trivial as 
this. Now, I want Mr. Jones to un- 
derstand that in my capacity I had 
a perfect right to ask for a sample 
of oil from the Water Works, and 
get it. Mr. Jones should understand 
his place and keep it. There is such 
a thing as a city official overstep- 
ping the work, and Mr. Jones has 
done so in this instance.

"Now, I wanted that sample of oil 
for a legitimate purpose. I could 
have explained it to Mr. Jones, but 
I hardly think it should be neces- 
sary in this instance. Walter Scane 
asked for a phial of oil from the 
Works and they wouldn’t give it to 
him, despite rhe fact that Mr. Scane 
gave them a barrel of oil a year 
or so ago. So I undertook to get 
the oil for Mr. Scane, with the re- 
salt that I was referred to the 
City Engineer, whom I was told I 
must first gain the consent of be- 
fore I could get the sample. Now, 
Scane and Phillimore are both ap- 
plying for the contract of supplying 
the Water Works with oil. For some 
reason, Mr. Jones and Mr. O’Mara 
say that they cannot use the oil 
supplied by Mr. Scane. I understand 
that Mr. Phillimore has received the 
contract from the Water Commis- 
signers, on condition that he give 
ten per cent, off on all the oil sap- 
plied. This year, when Mr. Philli- 
more has opposition, is the first time 
that he has offered the city a dis- 
count on oil supplied. Maybe this is 
one of the reasons that we have such 
heavy expenses to meet from some 
of the Poards."

Iwas rather an off night for Mr. 
Jones all around. ‘ The circum- 
stances leading up to the Mayor’s 
cartain lecture concerned Mr. Jones 
principally, both Fire Chief Pritch- 
ard and Ald. Potter taking occasion 
to score him for something he said 
regarding the fire alarm system be- 
ing out of repair, at the meeting 
of the Water Commissioners last 
week. This statement on Mr. Jones’ 
part came out in the papers.,

Ald. Potter read a letter from 
the Northern Electrical Mfg. Co., of 
Montreal, stating that their Mr. 
Murdock had returned from inspect- 
ing and overhauling the local fire 
alarm system, and that he reported 
everything to be in first class shape 
with the exception of some of the 
coils of the system in the tower. 
This had been damaged by water 
running on cher. The company re- 
commended the installation of a 
water-proof deck above the coils. 
They also advised that the Chief be 
supplied with a volt meter so that 
he could test the system at any 
time, and adjust it when necessary. 
Ald. Potter added that he had been 
assured by the Fire Chief that the 
fire alarm system was in good shape, 
and he thought that if Mr. Jones 
had any report to make he should 
have reported it to the Fire Chief 
and not to the newspapers,
.Mayor Strone said that he would 

like to ‘hear from the Chief on the 
matter.,

Fire Chief Pritchard explained that 
he and Mr. Murdock had thoroughly 
overhauled the fire alarm system 
wires, and they had since been test- 
ed and found to be O. K. With ref- 
erence to what was published in the 
papers, he said that Mr. Jones had 
since told him that he only had ref- 
erence to the Water Works gong. 
Chief Pritchard said that he did not 
not think Engineer Jones had any 
right to run to the newspapers with 
a story.

Mr. Jones explained that he had 
afterwards talked with the Chief 
about the matter and had found out

Continued on Page Eight.

The Planet’s suggestion re house 
numbering is commencing to bear 
fruit. At last night’s meeting of the 
City Council, Mayor Stone remarked 
that he had a communication from 
Christopher Farrell with regard to 
this matter. The Mayor said it 
might be a difficult matter to raise 
the money this year to go on with 
the work, bu’t he felt at the same 
time that.if there was any possi- 
ble way to do so, that the Council 
should give the question of street 
numbering their most serious con- 
sideration. He thought that it was 
pretty nearly time that Chatham 
had a free mail delivery system.

His Worship appointed Ald. Aus- 
tin, Kerr, Bensen, Massey and Pot- 
ter as a committee to devise ways 
and means whereby funds could be 
raised for having the houses in this 
city numbered. This special commit- 
tee will report to the Council at 
their next regular meeting,

AN UNSANITARY BUILDING,
A communication was received 

from Judge Houston calling atten- 
tion to the very unsatisfactory and 
unsanitary state of affairs at the 
local police court. Judge Houston 
described the building as being 
wholely unfit for the purpose for 
which it was intended. The crevices 
in the upper floors allowed dirt to 
sift through onto persons sitting in 
the offices below. . The vile smell 
from the cells nearby made the at- 
mosphere disagreeable and extreme- 
ly unhealtly. The cells were not 
properly ventilated. He said that he 
had previously drawn the attention 
of the Council to this state of af- 
fairs, but nothing had been done to 
better conditions, which were all the 
time growing worse.
Judge Houston’s complaint was re- 

ferred to the Property committee.
A COUNTY AUDITOR.

Mayor Stone, believes that it’ 
would be a good idea for the city 
and the surrounding municipalities 
to join in employing an auditor, 
who would devote his whole time 
to auditing the books of the city, 
the county and the various munici- 
palities. He thought that a good 
many could thus be engaged at a sal- 
ary that would permit of him giving 
over the whole of his time to the 
work. In this way the auditor 
would be in a position to drop in 
on the treasurers at any moment 
and examine their books. The cost 
to each municipality would be very 
light. He referred the matter to 
the Finance, committee to look into 
and report on at a later date.

ROUTINE MATTERS.
The Separate School Board asked 

for $300 on account of taxes. Grant- 
ed,

The City Clerk of Belleville made 
inquiry as to the number of men 
employed at the Chatham Fire, De- 
partment, the salaries, the amount 
of apparatus used, etc. The clerk 
was instructed to supply him with 
the necessary information.

Cornelius Inwright wrote the 
Mayor, making complaint regarding 
the heavy expenses the residents of 
Pattison Ave. had to bear as assess- 
ment for the sewer recently laid on 
that thoroughfare.

The Salvation Army thanked the 
Council for the use of the basement 
of the market for their concert.

The Finance committee recom- 
mended that the error in Mrs. Chas. 
Terry’s taxes, amounting to $9.81, 
be rectified

The Board of Works recommended 
that the plans for Stone avenue, 
specifying its width as 55 feet, be 
accepted as submitted.

Both of the above reports were 
adopted.

Aid. Kerr recommended that the 
Council make petition to the Govern- 
ment to have the piling on Tecum- 
seh Park completed along the banks 
of the stream as far as possible.

The matter of having the trees 
in Tecumseh Park trimmed was re- 
ferred to the Parks and Cemeteries 
committee.

Call at Jas. Watt & Sons and see 
our Economy Natural Gas Burners. 
We can place them in your furnace, 
gas range or cook stove. Call and

Gas Will Be Analyzed
Before Used By Citizens

Two Sizes--Council Decides To Delay Matter Further Until Every 
Citizen Is Satisfied That The Gas Can Be Used

With Safety—Mostly Discussion

The purification of natural gas—the 
subject which has monopolized column 
after column of local newspaper space 
during the past few weeks, and which 
has been the main topic of conversa- 
tion on the streets—was the subject 
of a long and heated debate in the 
City Council Chambers last evening.

The question was introduced by Ald. 
Austin, who all along has been the 
leading spirit in the agitation for 
purification. Ald. Austin referred to 
the interest that is being manifested 
in this matter, and he outlined the 
action taken by the Council on the 
occasion of their special meeting, and 
the subsequent telegrams and the re- 
solution which were despatched to the 
Minister of Inland Revenue, He also 
referred to the Minister’s replies, all 
of which has previously appeared it 
The Planet. The Minister had stated 
that any representations the city had 
to make would be duly considered. 
Since then Aid. Austin had been giv- 
ing the matter his serious consider- 
tion. He had conferred with the City 
Solicitor, and he had received a let- 
ter from that official to the effect 
that the best course which the city 
could pursue would be to have a com- 
petent person test the local natural 
gas, and later report to the Council. 
The city could thus be made acquaint- 
ed with the true state of affairs. If 
necessary the results of this test 
could be forwarded to the Minister 
of Inland Revenue. The expense for 
such a test was duly warranted, in 
view of the fact that the question 
is one which deeply affects the in- 
terest’s of the citizens at large. If 
the Council decided on such action, 
it would be well for them to proceed 
at once for obvious reasons. Ald. 
Austin, continuing, remarked that he 
thought the City Solicitor’s opinion 
placed the matter in quite a fair 
light. It was the duty of the Council 
to ascertain whether the local sup- 
ply of natural gas was as dangerous 
as it was reported to be.

It was then moved by Ald. Austin, 
seconded by Ald. Meynell, that a spe- 
cial committee from the Council, con- 
sisting of three, be appointed to con- 
suit with the City Solicitor, and ap- 
point a competent person to analyse 
the gas, and report to the Council, 
and it that body afterwards found it 
necessary, that the said report be for- 
warded to the Minister of Inland 
Revenue.

Ald. Potter then arose to state that 
he had believed that the question of 
purification had been settled when 
the Gas Company had stated their 
willingness to sign the agreement 
with the city. He had understood 
that the Gas Company were to turn 
on the gas by February 15, and he 
thought that was all settled. Then 
suddenly the cry was raised by the 
gas people that the Council were 
standing in their way, and the gas 
could not be turned on at the date 
mentioned. What had the Council 
done to prevent them from turning it 
on 7 Why were they not going to 
turn it on as per their agreement $ 
Had they an idea when the matter 
was first brought up, that the Act 
would be amended, and they would 
thus be exempted from purifying the 
gas 7 When the Council had object- 
ed to allowing the gas to come in 
without purification, the Gas Com- 
pany’s solicitors were loud in their 
assurances that the city was amply 
protected by the provisions in the Do- 
minion Gas ‘Act. If the Gas Act pro- 
tected the city so far as purification 
was concerned, why then did the gas 
companies object to such a clause in 

the agreement with the city? Ald. 
Potter stated that he favored Ald. 
Austin’s resolution.

Ald. Bullis thought that discussion 
on the subject was unnecessary, and 
that he believed that no action should 
be taken by the city till the gas 
companies gave ample assurance that 
the product would be pure before de- 
livered to the consumers.

Ald. Bensen stated that he had been 
talking to a large number of the 

citizens about the matter, and he had

found the general feeling to be that 
the turning on of the gas should not 
be delayed any longer than possible, 
and while he thought Ald. Austin’s 
resolution a good one in some re- 
spects, he felt that it would be much 
better to allow the Gas Company to 
turn on the gas for a short time, 
and if it did not prove satisfactory 
to have it turned off again. He 
would advocate this being done, pro- 
vided an agreement could be made 
with the gas companies that if the 
gas were not satisfactory, it must be 
turned off at once.
Aid. Massey thought that Ald. Aus- 

tin’s idea to have a resolution passed 
calling for a test of the gas was a 
good one. He thought the Dominion 
Gas Act as it stood at present was 
ample protection for the citizens.

Aid. Kerr then took the floor, and 
proceeded to favor those present with 
a 45 minute address on the subject. 
Much of what he said was contained 
in his letters to the press during the 
week. Ald. Kerr said that he had 
been subjected to unjust criticism 
from some of the members of the 
Council and others for his connection 
with the Volcanic Oil and Gas Com- 
pany, for whom he was solicitor. He 
said that it was generally understood 
before his election that he was so- 
licitor for the Natural Gas Company. 
He therefore considered the criticism. 
Unfair. The special meeting of the 
City Council had put him in an unfair 
light. He supposed that this meet- 
ing was called erroneously on the sug- 
gestion of some individual—he did not 
know exactly whom, but he had an 
idea. This meeting was wholely un- 
warranted, and it made it appear as 
though he had gone to Ottawa solely 
to secure special legislation for the 
Natural Gas Company. It was simply 
a matter where his clients wished to 
place certain information before the 
Minister of Inland Revenue. And yet 
it had been inferred that he was act- 
ing the part of a traitor to the city. 
There was no member at the Council 
Board who had the interests of the 
city more at heart than he. Ald, Kerr 
thought that Ald. Austin’s resolution 
a good one in some respects, but if 
an investigation were to be made by 
an expert it would cost a great deal 
of money and tald a lot of valuable 
time. The expert would have to visit 
every state in the Union, and cover 
nearly the whole of the Dominion to 
complete his report. A Government 
inspector had made an inspection of 
many of the wells in the Dominion, 
and so far this official had been un- 
able to bring in a definite report. 
Ald. Kerr referred to many of the 
arguments he had previously used in 
his letters to show that Batural gas 
in its unpurified state was no more 
dangerous than artificial gas. Ald. 
Kerr spoke of Mr. Wilson as the only 
opponent to unpurified natural gas, 
and that he believed that it was Mr. 
Wilson who had stirred up all the 
trouble over the matter.

Mr. Coate was then heard within 
the bar, and he explained a few 
things to the aldermen. He drew at- 
tention to the fact that the agree- 
ment called for the gas to be turned 
on on the first of May, and if the com- 
pany waited until that time, they 
would be carrying out their agree- 
ment with the city. The company is 
willing to carry out their agreement 
with the city. Natural gas is being 
used in other places without being 
purified, and if the Government will 
allow it to be used in Chatham under 
similar circumstances, why should the 
Council raise any complaint.

Ald. Potter—In what way has the 
Council hindered you in turning on 
the gas1

Mr. Coate—By their present objec- 
tion. Why does the Council not leave 
the matter with the Government? 
They are there to look after the in- 
terests of the whole people.

In answer to a question from Ald. 
Massey as to whether the three-inch 
pipe would be able to carry enough 
gas to supply the needs of the city, 
IContinued xn Page Eight.
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THE MONARCH OF MINERAL WATERS

blends perfectly 
with wines and 
liquors — is the 
“whole Shing” 
in mixed drinks.

BOTTLED AT THE PRINGS

F. A. Robert, Agent, Chatham,

VOL. XVI.

HALF PRICE SALE
O

orchan Laces and Insertions
5400 yards at 3c. 5c, 7c 

per yard

SALE WILL START ON TUESDAY MORNING,
This lot of laces is without doubt one of the greatest 

bargains we have ever been able to offer the people of 
Chatham. They are easily worth double the money we 
are asking for them. There is not an old pattern or 
style in the whole lot.—They are all fresh from the 
maker—and not a yard of them will be on sale until 
Tuesday morning. They came in a variety of widths, 
with insertions to match nearly every design in lace. At 
this season of the year, they will be appreciated, perhaps 
more than at any other time, as they’ll be in time for. 
"spring sewing". They’ll be on exhibition in the window 
on Monday, see them, and come early on Tuesday, for 
they’ll be a big demand for them from the moment they 
go on sale.

THREE LOTS, 1800 YARDS IN 

EACH—•—=======AT============= 
3e, 5c, 7c per yard

noma stone X
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: Oyster Patties I 

Chicken Patties: 
: Cornucopias Macaroons :

Lady Fingers1 
+Made fresh just when you want them-$ 

Order Early ! +

: MOIINTEER’S KENT 1
:mUUNTECh 0, BAKERY.± 
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Crockery Bargains
1. White and Gold Sili-2 

+con Dinner Set, regular+, 
t price $50, for $35.t
: 1 only. Pink Band 98 :
$ piece Dinner Set, best $ 
1 goods, regular $30, for ±
:$18.50.:

$ 2 only Dark Blue Band 3 ‘ 
1 Silicon Dinner Sets, 98 $
$ pieces, regular $25, for $ 
$ $18.50.

+ 1 only, 116 piece Crown
+ Derby Pattern Dinner
• and Tea Sets, regular
1 $26, for $1 8.50.

$

GRAY’S
CHINA HALL
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A good title will often sell a book, 
or buy an heiress, rt
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