HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
. LOWER-CANADA

- Quebec, Tuefday, 20tb February, 1798.
HE Houfe being met, . o o ‘
A meflage by Mr. William Boutillier Gentleman Uther of ths
Black Rod. o = R ,
Mr. Speaker, - : o
It is His Excellency the Governor General’s pleafure, that this Ho~
norable Houfe do immediately attend him in the Legiflative Council
chamber. ‘ ‘ o . ‘
The Houfe went up accordingly, and being returned, o
© Mr. Speaker reported, that the Houfe had attended His Excellency
~ the Governor General, in the Legiflative Council Chamber, where His
Excellency had been pleafed to open the prefent feflion by a- moft graci-
~ ous Speech to both Houfes ; and that to prevent miftakes, he had ob-
" tained, for the information of the Houfe, a copy of His Excellency’s
Speech, which he read as follows :— oo ‘

Gentlemen of the Legiﬂalz‘~ve Council
And Gentlemen of the Houfe of Affembly,

From the gracious and repeated declarations' made in the courfe of -
laft year by His Majefty of his earneft defire to reftore to his fubjects
the bleflings of peace; and from the attual meeting of Minifters on the
part of Great Britain and France, 1 had perfuaded myfelf that at the o-
pening of this Seffion I thould have the fatisfaction of informing you that
an event {o truly defirablé was accomplithed ; but it has been announced
from the higheft authority, that theKing’s earneft endeavours to that end
- have unhappily been rendered ineffectual.—Upon the refult of this ne-
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