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THE RANUFACTURER5' REPLY
On |»*r arm of this Mr we reproduce 

a speech drlumi) by Ih# chairman of the 
Tariff I'ororoitirr of I he Canadian Manufar 
lurera' Association Thia ran be regarded 
aa the official reply of Ihe maoufarturera lo 
I hr fertnrre Coming from an rv|>rrt. ihe 
ernlimrnte expressed by Mr. Iluanrll might 
well he regarded aa Ihe foundation of the 
manufacturers’ plea foe high tariff Two 
features of Mr. KuaaeU'e eddreae challenge 
immediate attention. Kirst, he intimated 
that twenty yean»' resole nee in the West 
sea not au file lent to entitle a farmer lo an 
eiprraaion of opinion on national affaira The 
aerund point of interest in the add re* waa 
that the Western farmers should devote 
their lime to the study of better fanning 
methods ami leave the tariff alone In fact 
Mr. Russell took it upon himarlf lo hand out 
a great deal of technical information on agri
cultural industry for the benefit of Western 
farmers. We eineerely hope that whatever 
of merit there ia in these remarks- and there 
ie some -the Western farmers will profit 
thereby. Apparently, in Mr. Ruaeell'e judg
ment. the farmers hare no huaineae to any 
anything about Ihe tariff even though they 
represent more than half the population of 
Canada. Hut on Ihe other hand, the maou
farturera, numbering lean than three thous
and people, feel justified in telling the farm
ers how lo conduct their business We would 
respectfully suggest lo Mr. Kueeell that such 
argumenta will not be well received. The 
rase that he made out for Ihe manufacturers 
ia lamentably weak. He haa not brought out 
one strong point in favor of a protective 
tariff. Not one single reason does he give 
why the farmer will be henefitted by paying 
20 per cent, more than he nught to pay for 
a binder, or IB per rent, more than he nught 
to for woollen underclothing. It ia all right 
to talk in national terms, but Canada does 
not manufacture ; Canada does not buy agri
cultural implements; Canada does not wear 
woollen underelothing; Canada does not 
consume cement. Great confusion ia caused 
by suggesting that Canada does certain 
things, when in reality Canada does none 
of them. The individual people of Canada 
do these things. If a farmer pays 120 more 
for an implement of Canadian manufacture 
than he would be compelled to pay to 
another manufacturer for the same thing, 
who ia the gainerd The Canadian manufac
turer, of course, and the farmer ia 120 
poorer. Canada as a nation does not figure 
in the deal at all, hut the farmer will be $20 
out of pocket. Ami yet the manufacturers 
would endeavor to make him believe that 
such an action brings prosperity. Mr. Rus
sell speaks of Western exaggeration, hut Ihe 
Westerners will certainly take off their hats 
to him. He loves to dwell upon the hard
ships of the pioneer farmers of Ontario, and 
is apparently sorry that conditions have im
proved somewhat since then. Pioneering 
in the West is no picnic, ss thousands can 
testify who have broken homes for them
selves in the prairie sod thirty, fifty and 
one hundred miles from the railway. The 
hardships of the Ontario pioneer were very 
often not so great as upon the Western 
prairies, though the reward was often not 
so great. However, thia is no argument 
either for or against the manufacturers. Mr. 
Russell says the manufacturer’s heel is at 
the foot of the ladder assisting the farmers 
to mount. The manufacturers need not he 
so solicitous. Give the farmer a square deal 
and he will get up the ladder without any 
assistance. Certainly there is fanning by

prosy in tbs West, and there are a number 
of very large farms aa well aa an inereeamg 
number of landlords This elaae la not 
deserving of any special attention at the 
bawls sf Parliament, awl no plea has been 
made for them It ie the rlssa of men who 
are working their own forms, who are toiling 
In lb# endeavor lo make a livelihood for 
thrmeelvro and their families, who are the 
nation'# greatest awe I, that are to be roe- 
entered The immense rise in lawl vaines in 
the Went dee# net benefit Ihe farmer while 
living upon hw farm He has lo aell it lo 
eeeers the terrene# Il la doubtful if ihe 
actual farming operetioaa in all Canada 
today would show any profit aside from this 
"unearned increment. I .and volues have 
certainly risen to a great estent, and farm 
ere lo the West who are wealthy are nearly 
always eo on account of thia rise in Ihe lawl 
values. Very few Western farmers have 
mad# wages and interval on their investment 
through the return of actual labor. They 
have been hemmed in by comblions which 
tended to lake very heavy toll front the 
result of their labors If the manufacturas# 
have an idea that there Ie a majority of 
farmers in Canada in favor of protection 
the wisent plan for them would be to 
organise these farmers, livreuse if such a 
majority of farmers can be organised in 
favor of high protection Ihe tariff wall would 
soar like a rocket. This is another specimen 
of pure manufacturers' bluff Mr. Russell 
misrepresented the feeling that led to the 
manufacturers' invitation at Ottawa being 
declined. It waa not because of sny ani
mosity towards the manufacturers that the 
farmers did not accept the invitation to go 
through the factories It waa almost wholly 
a matter of time.

In dealing with the Reeiproeily question 
Mr. Russell elaborates u|mn Canadian pur
chase# from the United K ta tes. and vie# 
versa. Does he for one moment believe that 
the individual people ot Panada would buy 
from the people of the United Slate# if it 
were not profitable to do sot If the special 
interests in the United States are able to 
keep the tariff wall high and thus rob the 
United Slates people, Is that any reason why 
we in Panada should permit our special 
privileged class to do likewise f Hie view 
of the stagnation in Caimda and the saeri- 
flee of the manufacturing interest# which 
would follow reeiproeily ia pure buneomlie, 
as is his talk of political union with the 
United States. There are few if any fac
tories in Canada today that cannot live and 
flourish under complete free trade, and this 
will lie admitted inside of two years. Direct 
taxation has no terrors for the Canadian 
farmer even if, aa Mr. Russell says, he is a 
very much "misinformed" man. Under 
direct taxation the farmer will know what 
he pays and to whom he pays it. Despite 
the manufacturers’ protest there is no prin
ciple of political economy which will show 
any appreciable value in the home market 
where there ia a large exportable surplus 
That is from the farmers' standpoint. Of 
course when it is turned around and looked 
at from the manufacturers" standpoint it 
is different. They have the home market 
for their produce walled up completely, and 
the farmers have to buy from them, but 
the farmers have no such cinch for the sale 
of their produce and do not aak for it. The 
manufacturers’ home market is a good one, 
hnt the farmers’ home market ie such a 
small one that it is unworthy of serious 
consideration. Mr. Russell ie enthusiastic 
over the fact that he was reared upon a

farsa and h# think# the manufacturers should 
tab# the fanner# by Ih# arm That certainly 
ia a good argument on Ihe manufacturers' 
side but so long aa Ihe manufacturer Ie 
enabled >•» Iso lo pni bis hand m Ihe farm- 
era’ pocket he will need to be eanffil about 
placing hie bawl on Ih# fanner»' arm. The 
farmer ie an exceedingly patient man and 
he will eland a greet deal before he protesta, 
but he ha# rsashad the stag# where patience 
la no virtue now, ami we would suggest 
that the manufacturers would negotiate in 
terms of man to man rather than handing 
out sugar coaled words and palronixing sen 
limente to the farmers, even though, sa Mr 
Russell says, they may be a very ignorant 
elaae of people. Canada, says Mr. Koaaall, 
ie very prosperous today Now we should 
like lo know, what is Canada! The proa 
pertly of Canada is merely the prosperity 
of ihe individual muons of Canada, and it 
is well to study Ihe prosperity of the indl- 
ndual farmers If the individual fanaar Is 
l snails can become more prosperous by 
paying 16 per cent, more for hie commodities 
than he should pay, then we will grant that 
Canada la e prosperous country, by having 
a legalised system that takes from the many 
and give# to the few. The manufacturer# 
must advance better arguments than they 
have before they can convince the farmer#

IS IT WORTH WHILE?
Now that the farmers of Canada have 

made their demands known throughout the 
world it is necessary lo increase their force# 
in onler lo ensure that their demand# are 
acceded to by parliament. The delegation 
to Ottawa cost the fermer» of Canada in 
actual caah very nearly gfiO.OOO. It waa 
money well spent. If proper conditions ere 
secured in Canada It will mean that the 
farmers will secure et least twenty per cent, 
more for the product of their labor. It will 
mean millions of dollar# yearly In the pocket# 
of Canadian farmers and will spread happi
ness snd contentment where dissatisfaction 
now reigns. Would it not be well to devote 
an equal amount of money this year to an 
educational campaign which will reach from 
the Atlantic to the I’acifle and carry the 
gospel of the square deal to every corner of 
the Dominion! An educational fund of 
♦Tifl.OOO would enable the placing in the hand 
of every farmer in Canada of literature In 
his native language that would open his eysa 
to the existing condition# It would bring 
every independent farmers' organisation 
under the banner of the Canadian Council 
of Agriculture snd would render poeeible the 
sending of missionaries to every citixen. 
Truly it is a stupendous project, hut ie it 
not worth the cost! If democracy ia to be 
enthroned in Canada it must be done before 
ajicrial privilege is so firmly entrenched that 
it cannot be unseated without a revolution.

TAKE THOUGHT TOGETHER
It ia continually being brought home to 

the leaders of the organised farmers’ move
ment in Canada that much more effective 
work could I* accomplished by having a 
definite program for study during the win
ters. There an- a number of questions that 
are common to the provinces of the West. 
Meelinga of the local branches are held 
monthly or semi-monthly. If a certain num
ber of meetings during each winter could be 
held on the same afternoon or evening in 
every local community to diacues the same 
question there would he great benefit gained 
thereby. If a certain program were laid


