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U.F.A. Secretary’s Report
P. P. Woodbridge, secretary of the United Farmers of Alberta, presented his annual

report to the Calgary convention as follows:
Tu lit lie legates to the Eighth Annual Com ml ion, 

I'nited tanners of Alberta.
I.a-li., and timtleniea:—la presenting this, uiy 

third annual re|-urt, to you a* your general seen- 
lary, I regret that 1 cannot again rejwrt as large » 
increase in our membership as has taken |dare on 
.-ech of the t*o years |>rev loua It is true that dur 

/ mg the year some sixty Bee new unions, exclusive 
of tlie Women’s Auxiliaries, have been organized, 
but an c«|ual or even greater number of unions who 
re|M>rted last year have failed to remit any mem 

I dues th>> year One is almost ashamed to 
draw attention to the fact, but a casual study of 
the Bgures of the unions by constituencies will show 
that |>rartieally the whole of this falling -viB has 
taken |>lac* in districts where the greatest work of 
our association has bees done, and where the settler* 
have undoubtedly lie ne tilled by that «M to a 
greater extent than has any other portion of the 
jirovinee. In these distrieta the falling off in the 
number of uniuaa reporting averages around 40 |*#r 
cent. It is almost entirely due to these dutrlet* 
that we are compelled this year to show an actual 
falling off in membership of nearly 4uu men. and 
while it is true that since 1h* Bret of the year at 
least thw in arrears of membership dies hate been 
received at the Central Of ice, which really has to 
to* credited to last year’s statement, the north la 
r«-s|«#sible for a considerable l Motion of this 
amount, and the south is still a long way oE its 
standing of twelve months ago, when Baaacial can 
dittoes were eulhiag like as favorable as far as 
the settler was concerned as they are bow. L'gly 
as the fact may be, it might as well be fared now 
as at any ether time, and I would suggest to this 
convention that lbey might use a portion of their 
time far leas profitably than in discussing why sark 
> condition of admis should exist. * good
deal at limes In the efirel that the north is tssrunag 
more representation then I ho south, and not inf re 
.(Ural It I he complaint is not borne out by facta 
Certainly the south has received greater .|nc. t brae 
Bt daring the pest two year* than has the^erth, 
sad so far as teprrse-nleftea m concerned, if the 
south really feels that it suEers in this rCO]ort, a 
mure practieal way of bringing about a change 
would be to maintain the unions already organised, 
which if don* would give them pr*p*»udrraare in 
sc l an I membership.

Many New Member* This Year
I have perhaps emphasized somewhat strongly ta» 

far as the darker side of things u concerned, and 
now by any of a change will try and deal with the 
brighter pruopeelp. I have already staled that mac* 
the Best of the month mer* than t->*> in arrears 
have cum* to hand, and they are still coming frwm 
day In day so that had conditions permitted of 
these dees being sent la surlier we would really 
have shown an addition of eta nr seven hundred 
members, whieh may well be increased la I,Otar in 
the near f at ere, add this in spile of the fast that 
•ome sixty of onr IHI4 unions nr* still ta s4g*s 
scon Then, lee, we have a very welcome addition 
to owf membership as a result of the organization 
of owr Women's Auxiliaries. The total receipts 
from this quarter including junior*, amounts to 
KN as agsissX |a* fur last year The total worn 
bet of auxiliaries organized m this the Brat year 
of their sxmtenr* is twenty thrae, with a total 
memtomhlp of 3SB while 1st women have taken 
advantage of Hoc I low 14 of owr eeentiletieu and bo 
come members of our fogwluf on loos l hr wool the 
province In view of the very limited Bonn*ini re 
■oarssa of owr auxiliaries, | feel lhat we should be 
proud of their success and of the practical easts 
tence they have given to out escorts I ion, not only 
B none tally but in keeping up the interest In um 
ler*l untune, sum* of whom arc nolle ready to admit 
that without thts help their work would have eel 
feted very materially

Ihwgrese on the fineuet
■ m* of l he mmt interesting feet stew of thin year "s 

organ Ira lien he* been the large im reuse among out 
eaten* l* the lira ads I'rairts end l’ence Miser d«e
• rs*l during the ta»l lew mouth* of the year This 
lev reuse ran be traced partly to the advent of m»l 
nay f s' lilt les into that country, hut I am else 
pleased le think that mock of it can be I re# M to
* he fart that many of th* settlor* go#og into that 
country are eld wombats, who carry a good word 
for our soMaciaix.a with thorn I do not ihmk that 
•• ha* • any d*legal** this year from that fwr wS 
»«rth land, but probably for th* tret tics* la th* 
horary of th* anso^atioa a* ham on* or wore with 
w from th* Athalzsvca landing district if our 
unis** .* that pun ,f th* P#s«In#* have »arimd -si 
I heir original intentions We hnv* eovsrwl request* 
from izrssd* hruirt* and I “sue* Must to pot a*

organizer is there tin» rpnug, ami 1 think that this 
i|Ue*iiuo also. But only lu that district but prrhup* 
also in a general way, might vers profitably be 
discussed by this ruav eutiuu, or al least referred to 
the incoming board of directors for theif careful 
consideration, with particular reference to the 
newer settled districts in the far north

Work of Central Of Be*
Healing willy the general work of the Central 

Of Bee, y ou remember that in the early spring our 
association had arranged with the railway com 
|Wa|e* for s|*eeial rates on seed grain, where a 
special rertiBcate had been secured from the aaao 
elation by the local secretary, and signed by him 
a* well as the provincial secretary. It may be of 
interest to our membeta to know that I was called 
upon to sign nearly Mm cerliBealc* under than* 
regulations, and that *» have records at the Central 
tlfBer showing that the amount Afgrafa moved on 
these rertlBesta* was in excess of HM.inn

The year has been a very full one in many ways, 
and it would be quit* IW|*i*eibl* I* begin to cover 
the many incident* which have occurred from Aim* 
to time and which I feel would be of interest to 
must of you. There is on* however, which has a 
particular bearing ee the work of nearly all of çwr 
local ualues. Karly is the summer I received a bur 
ned call to take a trip to a puial not so very far 
from i.'algary, where one of our unions la lb* courec 
of their ee Operatise purchasing opersliees bad ee 
cured a considerable quantity of gopher poison for

* a waaaaaiaax

t.«tribution among the member* It would appear 
that in doing thin the nwiou had voted a certain 
sum of money to be set aside to cut eg the expense* 
of the secretary la making n trip te ilatgery in or 
d*r to parrhav the I onus, sad It Bowtd further 
appear that 1 hr* sum had, a* a matter of fact, 
, is*Hi exceeded has expenses by a dollar and seme 
odd cents The price 6a*d on the ptm « was eu IB 
cie-at In cover the whole amount voted by the union 
Heme local trouble occurred about that time, gad 
infer wmtlua was laid with the mounted I of ICO. an a 
result of which the me rotary who ssosrtooX the 
distribution of this f n ISMS found hlmwlf charged 
with a coat r* * cation of the Alberta I'harmnemts* 
Act, sad * MMÉil, ae far ns t* coafil jwlg* the 
mala petal on which the promeut am Ussed there 
cnee osa that th* j-#uao* had been **dd by the local 
me ret ary at a i-ewai, namely the drEcrso#* between 
hit actual sV|csees' la T or#hasrag the peueow and 
the actual amount renUrsd by the froctionel adds 
ttoa to th* price. To make a long et-wy short, the 
promeut ton wa* •*•!*.s#-l and on advice no s ties I 

• hit sserclery was ordered to pay »
«•deruble Bn* with the cost* of th* case This loci 
dent led to some considerable Wiee««goliaa la re 
gerd to the haw* governing the axis end dminbe 
r ma of gopher pomon, and t wo résolut *■#** will com* 
before you at this coavonttou as a rvmolt As the 
lew stnads at prmawt* | miss a can only be soM under 
a |p cam This does not mena that our earn** -an 
net handle gap her i ■ nun thru the Imgl. hut that 
pouding way a mead meals we aty tarare making

prov isioo fur the work, they will have to lie >erv 
careful how they do it. The mala louafe to remem 
lier are that no profit must be made la handling 
the poison and Hint only the amount netually 
ordered and |mid for in advance can lie purchased 
by the union.

Justice Bacurnd for Members
There is ua« featured! our work at the Central 

office which we have not hitherto lire* m the habit 
of emphasizing to any extent, but la which a, are 
eagsgrd more or lews all owr lime with considerable 
sui. es*. and which help* perha|w to show the great 
value of an organization each as ours and the good 
work which it is |«*mtble for us to do if our unions 
will only handle Ihrir local work more efficiently 
and iB- that way assist us ia doing oar jutt In 
July, IVI4, a cam was brought to oar attention 
where a farmer had purchased a steam threshing 
outfit from a certain implement company which 
failed to give satisfaction, and la fact was unfit for 
use, and after prolonged negotiations the machine 
was eventually removed by the company who, how 
e*cr, failed to retain the mortgage papers and 
notes with which, as usual, lb* pwrchsser of the out 
(I had hardened his land There were complies 
lions in eon Beeline with this cam which rendered 
it a difficult one to handle right from the start, 
and I was somewhat pessimistic ns to whether aay 
thing could be done Negotiations with the ms 
chine company went on for some time without aay 
ve*y great surer** bet end the fact that the farmer 
himself was But fariner bothered by the company 
In July of this year, however, we euhmittedthe 
facta of the #*se to the Hnskatchewaa Urwia Uree 
ers’ Associai Isa, as the machine had been szdd from 
that province, end asked their assistance, with the 
result that the rase was finally closed la tie tuber 
by the return of *11 the dlErrwet notes given by the 
farmer and the mortgage which had been duly dis 
charged In another case we heerd indirectly of one 
Ilf our member* Who had lhe miefeclaae of being 
|"daily incapacitated shortly after having secured 
life lasers see The company with whom the I ml icy 
wa* taken out was endeavoring to take advantage 
■•f a technical fins in km étalement le mays babil 
it y The matter had been under way for a year or 
more and the farmer himself had give* up hups of 
selling anything. I.et ee oar office taking l| Bp, m 
•esa than a month the company had acknowledged 
its liability end the claim will he |*ald in fall 

We hat* aumerot* other eases ..* record where 
termers have been the victime of an injustice an 
•be part of someone, and ia each case we hate bee* 
side to bring lafieeer* t* bear that ha* resulted in 
the righting of the wrong done It mast be home 
ta mind, however, that thts association stands far 
equity and pestle*, and that »# cannot use ear la 
•mac* to secure for ear members anything more 

equity and past lee. Talma the case Is eb views 
ly on* where the strong nr* bullying the weak, it 
would merely hurt as in |h* long ran la lake th* 
■waller up ror that work we have up to the present 
in no case made any charge It stands le renne* 
that this work lakes up cs welders hi* time, and 
looser or later the q went ion of providing Ban aces la 
- on sec liee with work ef thts kind will have I* he 
considered

» Â)x
While we have not received any tease 1*1 recess 

pease for this work, *e have, nevertheless, la net 
pemo-ociow a fee letters Iks I make aw* feet that 
silk all owr feelle and imperfections, w* are si ill 
aide mrcesiewells l* de something really worth 
while I qwsts herewith a few sewlewrsw frwm tw* 
.1 them No* I essi lo iksak yew very mack

f«w yowr e Berts la my hehetf, for I knew I vksald 
sol lass sbtalaed satisfactory aetilesseel If M had 
sot been for yowr svmilsS"■ er iwEnewce Thts 
shows that wkel w* seed Is Veiled f umn " An 
other roods “I may say that from the bwtlem ef 
my heart I de wet know hen la thaeh yea »s*wgh 
on behalf of sad myself far lhe miserai
tew have lakes m Ibis ease far wHknet year help 
k* wueld have keen a isteed man Alike the 
has been * dr*on eat eWe, It bee coded therm 
,*la*f%clortly for owr atd*. end wlM give we 
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