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Tlih: ASCRNSlox.
Wfl arrive now at the consideration 

of the last event in connection with our 
Saviour’s ministry. His ascension not 
only into Heaven, but Ilia elevation far 
above all the Heavens where created 
glory dweUa, even to the topmost scat 
and^ eminence of uncreated splendor, 
the throne of Almighty God Himself. 
The fortieth day after the Resurrection 
has been observed as one of the great 
church festivals from the beginning of 
Christianity, although now so strangely 
neglected by multitudes of those who 
would have us think of them as 
good Christians. Wo commemorate 
the birth of Immanuel, the sacrifice of 
Messiah, and the resurrection of our 
triumphant Head, with something of an 
appreciation of their great importance 
to the principles of our Faith ; but as 
though overpowered with the grandeur 
of the scene, wo are not anxious to 
follow on to the place of the Redeemer's 
glory, but lose sight of Him as the dis 
eiplee did, when a cloud received Him 
from their sight.

The three Rogation days form a suit­
able preparation for commemorating so 
great an event. Proper Psalms and 
Lessons are appointed for the day. 
Ps. viii. is a song of praise for creation, 
and the appointment of man to be Lord 
of this world. In a prophetical sense, it 
sets forth the mercy of God in exalting 
our human nature above aU other 
creatures, which was fulfilled when the 
Son of God took our nature, and ascend 
ed with it far above all heavens. Ps. 
xv. shows how justly the Saviour, as 
the perfect pattern man, ascended to 
the lioly hill of God, and thus points 
out the qualifications which we must 
endeavor to attain, if we would follow 
Him there. Ps. xxi. was eminently 
fulfilled in the Lord's victory over death, 
and in His ascension, when, having 
put all his enemies to flight, He was 
exalted in His own strength, Ps. xxiv. 
was composed by David on the occasion 
of bringing the ark into the place he 
bad prepared for it on Mount Zion. It 
has always been understood to bo pro­
phetical of the exaltation of Christ, the 
King of Glory, who passed through the 
everlasting doors, when He went back 
w His own original glory in the 
Heavens. Ps. xlvii. is also a song of 
praise for the victories of Israel over 
t "“HNMding nations, and is applied 
to the Christian Church, whoso Head 
and Lord is the great King upon all the 
earth, and has gone up with a merry 

and Ps. viii. calls upon us to 
give thanks to God that He has set Him- 
wu » t® Heavens, and is the Lord 

of Jews and heathens. The first
aeons relate to the giving of the Law

tvnT°8f8 ln mount, regarded as a
yP® of our Saviour’s ascension into 
, . .veil-to send down the new law of 
wwitod also the assumption of Elijah,

and the consequent communication of n 
double portion of Ilis spirit to Elisha, 
which prefigured our Saviour who after 
His ascension sent down the Holy Ghost 
upon His apostles.

The New Testament account of the 
Ascension closes with the interposition 
of the cloud, which stopped the earnest 
gaze of the disciples, while they listened 
to the voices from the skies which ex­
claimed : e men of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven ? This same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen Him go into heaven.” But 
the sixty-eighth Psalm, uttering the 
language of prophecy, furnishes some 
particulars not found in the Gospel 
history. We use this Psalm on Whit­
sunday, because it alludes to the results 
of the Ascension. The disciples saw 
what was transacted on this side of the 
cloud. The Psalmist, imbued with the 
spirit of prophecy, saw what was trans­
acted beyond it, and he has expressed 
it in emphatic language : “Thou hast 
ascended to the lofty seat (of Jehovah) ; 
thou hast carried captive the captives." 
The allusion is to the ancient practice 
of military triumphs. A province in an 
empire is in a state of rebellion. A com­
mander is sent to reduce it to subjection. 
He succeeds and takes the heads of the 
revolted prisoners. He fastens them to 
his chariot wheels as he returns to the 
metropolis of the empire, and receives 
gifts which he distributes among his 
followers. Applying this to the Ascen­
sion, the world is the province in rebel­
lion against the majesty of heaven. 
The fallen spirits were the leaders of 
the rebellion, brought into captivity by 
Jesus Christ. He went alone without 
the damp to contest the battle in Geth- 
semane and on Calvary, and took the 
most singular as well as the most suc­
cessful means of making the victory His 
own. He conquered the might of Satan 
by seeming weakness ; and gained the 
victory by submitting to apparent defeat, 
and surrendering His own life. 
Through death He deposed him that 
had the power of death. Then when 
He bowed His head and gave up the 
ghost, he acquired the power to break 
the yoke from the neck of those who 
should join His Church. When He rose 
from the dead His victory was seen to 
be complete. All power in heaven and 
earth was given to Him in His human 
nature ; and His work on earth being 
finished, He returned to the home He 
had left. Ho ascended Up on high (to 
the lofty seat of Jehovah). He carried 
captive the captives, and received gifts 
for men, which have been conferred on 
Bin church to the present time. Spoil­
ing principalities and powers, He tri­
umphed over them openly, making a 
show of them.

The results of Christ’s ascension and 
its influence on the Church appear to be 
but little dwelt upon considering their 
vast importance. The most direct and 
immediate consequence of the elevation of

Messiah to the throne of the universe was' 
to change His local presence for the uni­
versal presence of the man Christ Jesus. 
He ascended up far above all heavens that 
He might fill all things. We know that 
the body of Jesus Christ, between tho 
resurrection and the ascension, possess­
ed properties widely different from those 
it had before the crucifixion, being in­
vested with some of the qualities we are 
accustomed to attribute to pure spirit ; 
and this passage would cause us to be­
lieve that after the assumption, the hu­
man nature of our blessed Lord is to bo 
viewed as having in some mysterious 
way, the characteristics of Divinity as­
signed to it. While He was on earth 
but few of the inhabitants of our world 
could see Him, and only a very small 
number could have intercourse and 
fellowship with the Saviour of men. 
But now that He has gone up on high, 
He is present with His people every­
where ; now we hold communion with 
His glorified humanity in all parts of 
the world, and through all time.

The gift of the Holy Spirit is also one 
of the great gifts imparted immediately 
after the Ascension—that most precious 
gift—which will be continued to the 
Church, as a body, and to individual 
Christians until Messiah shall come 
again in His glory. With the 
possession of this ample treas­
ure, the Church may look through 
the darkest clouds to the consumma­
tion of the Church's glory, when “the 
tabernacle of God shall be with men,” 
and when “the city shall have no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon to shine 
in it ; for the glory of God shall lighten 
it, and the Lamb shall be the light 
thereof. But without the constant pre­
sence of the Divine Spirit, the Church 
would at once languish, fade away and 
die.

The gift of the Word is also one of 
the results of the ascension. For the 
Divine Redeemer promised to bring all 
thingsto the remembrance of the apostles, 
whatsoever He had spoken to them. Nor 
is the gift of the ministry one of the 
smallest or least important of those 
treasures cammunicated to the Church 
in consequence of the event we com­
memorate on Holy Thursday. This 
treasure is in earthen vessels that the 
excellency of the power may be of God. 
But we must remember that it was when 
He had ascended on high that He gave 
some apostles, and some prophets, Mid 
some evangelists and some pastors and 
teachers, for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ.”

Thus important are the results of the 
ascension of Christ, and the Church has 
very properly made its commemoration 
one of her principal festivals.

THE ROGATION DAYS.
Rogation Sunday is so tailed because 

it precedes the three Rogation days, 
days of supplication and prayer, accom­
panied with processions, The Greeks


