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THE WESLEYAN. ' 5

of that great work of which he was the instrument. | being the adopted son of Joseph, and entered as suck
Amid much obloquy and opposition he succeeded i | in the Jewish genealogies. Now, though there seems
establishing the =sriptural_evidence of the truth of sufficient reason to-conclude that Maty married

this tenet 5 and the Holy Spirit sanctioning the doc- | as next of kin; and though the very wmileace of
trine has in all periods of our history raised up nu- .lew_s, who, upon the promulgnu(m of. the doctring of
merous, covstant, and unquestionable wituesses of | Christ's lj\lr:l"ulnus conception, at v\l!atever

We cntreat you, dear Lrethren, to follow | that was first made known, w hether during our

the example of these eminent saints. As the holy hfg, or immediately aﬁ_or h!s ascension, must
Scriptures uncquivocally speak of an adult or perfect | ruised this fatal objection, if Mary /had not beep a
state of holiness, patience, love, and couformity to|descendant of Duvid as well as Joseph, proves that

1he will of God ; aud as this state is presented to our
faith through the provisions of the atonement and

its reality.

matter is settled by a passage in the Gospel of St.
influence of the Spirit ; it is impossible that a people | Luke, which those who have investigated th.ls ques-
holding these principles should neglect the Bllul‘l!- tion of the two genealogies have gencrally overlook-
ment of the state without injury to their souls. Fi-jed. o In Luke i. 52, where the angel makes the annun-
delity to the truth, to the love of God, to our Savi-|ciation to Mary that shg should become the mother of
our’s deaih, to the promi-cd assistance of the ﬂul_v the Messizh, he says, ¢ Hn' shall be great,2and shall
Spirit, as well w8 to their own sacred professions, be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lond God
unite to urge them to scek the high privilege of per- sl_ml} give unto him the throne of His FaTuer Da-
feet Cliristian holincss, vid,"—termx which could not ‘Imvo been used unless
We remind you that the blessings of the Gospel, Mury herselt h'ml been Davil's descendart. It may
as found in the sacred records and expounded and|be added to this, that unless it had been a m;uu‘r‘wch
illusteated in the writings of our vencruble Founder, [ktown and acknowledged, that Mary and Jaseph
are clear, distinetive, and exverimental. It wus | were of the same_house and lineage, it _esuld have
his great object, as it has been that of your Ministers nswered no end for Matthew to have eopied frfblll the
n e&cl’y perio«l, not to organize un ecclesiastical sys-| publie gen ulngn'x'nl lu!nlm ot t!m ‘k'f"?” the des ent of
tem for it own suke, hut by the mercy of God to Joxeph from David, since he bimsclf ¢loses the lixt nl:
ruive up s pardoned, regencerate, holy, und bappy [descents with an secountof the concepti m and birth ot
secd, who, huving served God in theie goncrotion |Jesus, which declugesthat he was not the son of Jo-
aceording to bis will mny traneimit the sume bless- “‘fyh. but of Mury only,  But the family relutionship
g to others, whilu'\hr'y themmelves puss into that [of Mary and-Joseph bingr well known, the ome gonie-
o nheritunes which is incorvaptible, and undefilad, """'!‘,\[ Whi N We 1 ninstenl o hin puarpone ru lll'c' olher,
gned that fudeth not oway.”  1tic the anxious desire l}wulw that, 1t had also t!m ndyantage, that it m-l:,h-
of the Preachers of this Conference .";fuin to pledge [lished our Lord'a !r,ml rl'r'ln 1o the throne of |)n‘vul,
themselves to these high and originul designs of Pro. [throngh Joseph, of whou he was the won by ndoption,
vidence in rai<ing them to the ministerial and pasto- | Atd this was of inportance in arguing with the Jews;
ral office, and to invite their beloved Lrethren, jn | for ﬂl”lﬂl:;:h' M;x was q.lr.-u-(-u'ulwl from David, yet,
every place, to unite with them to preserve in their h:l"r‘hf' married into the t_rllw of Levi, under the smne
own souls, and the societies to which tl:je_v l»clnngi ;‘n'mnl.-.l:mrw-i o sh(; 'nmtlirm‘} .ln;-r'ph, uurll.:»‘rrl uouh:.
iri ivi  per] al, an wracti 1ave heen reckoned an the Jewish genealogies ax o
the spirit of a living, experimental, practica the tribe of Levi, this legal =), im to the throne of Da
vid could not have been muair:ained on the ground of
deseent; but having married into Lher own tribe, our
Lord was the descendant of David, both in luw and
T T - by nature.
THE GENTALOGIES OF CHRIST. With respect to other difficultics™ in those iables of
MATT. 1. 2—16; Axn LUKE 111, 23—38, descent, they are to be referred to the Jewish records
and not to the evangelists who copied from ther. Ax,

{To be Centinned.)

For a full inve tieation of the questions which have ) ! .
g st given by St [however, the Jews exeried peculinreare in presorving

the pedigree of their priests, and al<o the line of De

vid, in which they expected the Messinh, the discre

Whithy, Dr. Barrett, and otle =s who Love written at| Pancies are probably apparent only, aud the obscurity
. arises fromn the circumstance thet their mode of keep-

been raised on the geneal

Matthew and St, Luke, rees
tins, Hammond, Le Clere, Lichidoor, Tishop Kidder,
lavee vpon them.  The gencalocies enineide from
Abraham to Davidy and thoa so eutively diifor, except
in two deseents, that they miust be rerarded as two

ing themn, as being affected by their changes of name,
or the practice of bearing double names, and by their
distinet tables; and the o) inion now Cenerally adiit- | laws of succe-sion, is now but partially known.” The
ted is that of Lichtfoot, that St Riatthew sives the [tabies are, however, sufficiently clear to prove the
genealogy of Joseph, whose adopted & n Jeony was; only point for which they were introduced, that Jesus
and St. Luke, that of hiz vircin mother.  This de-{ Was the son of David, and the son of Abrahanm.—
rives strong confirmation from the circumstanee that | Rremann Warson, )
the Jewish BEabbins in their writings call Mary the P ————
daughter of Eli. This di=tincticn in the genealogies JRRESPONDENCE,
also gerves to explain the reason why St. Luke begins
his gencalogy with stating that Je<us was the Svepo- [For THE WESLEYVAN.]

The ON RELIGION AS AN INWARD PRINCIPLE.

seD son of Joseph, ¢ who was the son of Iii.?
natural father of Joseph was, as Muttbew stutes, Ja-|In proportion as the profession of relizion becomes
cob; but Mary being the daughter of Eli, Joseph be-| fushionable, is the danger increased of piety being re-
came his son-in-law; or simply, according to the|gardcd as a mere forin or ceremony. In the first ages
vague way in which the Hebrews used such relative [ of Christianity, the Christian religion, instead of being
terms, his Sox; which i3 further confirmed by anothcr | fushionable, was the reverse: it was opposed, in whole
instance of a son-in-law being called a son in the same | or in part, by every other professed relizious system
table, namely, Salathiel, who is called ‘ the Son of | extant: it opened not into any flowery arena at the
Nevi,” that iz, his son-in-law; his natural father be-|end of which was exhibited a prize of earthly fime or
ing Jechonias.—1 Chron. iii. 17, pleasure; but it exposed its followers to certain con-
he only point of real importance, however, in this [ tempt, poverty, infamy, and in some instancex, to
uestion in, whether Mary as well as Joseph was of |death. Of the painful ills then necessari} resulting
the house of David, because the Christ was indubita-{from an attachment to the religion of Christ, the
bly to be of the seed of David * according to the| Apostle, in his Epistle to the Corinthians, bas given
fiesh,” which our Lord was not by mere virtue of his | wgraphic sketch:~* Even unto_this present hour we

this firkt was a subject of public notoricty; vet thew -




