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OCTOBER ORISONS.

OFigin of the Festival of the Holy
Rosary and the Antiquity of the De-
votion—The Victory of Lepanto—-8t.
Dominie and the Rosary — Various
¥orms of the Rosary—Leo XIIL. and
This Particular Plety.

Boston Republic

The fact that the first; Sunday in
October is now celebrated throughout
the entire Church as the feast of the
Rosary, together with the circumstance
that the Sovereign Pontiff, so it is
gtated, has this year added another
encyclical exhortation in commenda-
tion of the practice of the devotion to
which October is especially dedicated,
to his many similar previous exhorta-
tions, may render timely what is here
subjoined regarding to-morrow's feast
and the piety which it commemorates
and urges upon the faithful.

When in the early days of October,
1571, the glad news reached Rome
that the Christian armies led by Don
John of Austria bad gained a signal
and decisive victory over the Moham
medans at Lepanto, Pius V., who then
governed the Church, ordered that a
yearly commemoration of this splendid
Christian triumph should be made,
and decreed that the feast which cele
brated the event should be known as
that of St. Mary of Victory. The
same Pontiff also ordered that, in re-
cognition of the victory of Lepanto,
the invocation, ** Help of Christians,”
should be added to those of the litany of
the Blessed Virgia, as it was generally
thought that it was through her inter-
cession that Don John had prevailed
over the Turks. It was reserved for
his successor, though, Gregory XIIL,
who occupied the Papal chair from
1572 to 1585, to give to this October
feast the name by which it i8 now
designated. This Pope, however,
instituted the feast of the Rosary, whose
date he fixed for the first Sunday of
October, only for those churches and
chapels which bore the title of the
rosary. Clement X., who succeeded to
the Papacy in 1670, extended the feast
to all the lands held by Spain; and
when, in 1710, the Emperor Charles V.
had gained another victory over the
Tarks, by freeing Corfu from their
ruinous sway, Clement XI. ordered
the feast kept by the whole Church ;
while to the present illustrious

OCCUPANT OF THE HOLY SEE,
who has not inappropriately been
termed the Pope of Our Lady’s beads,
belongs the honor of having added to
the litany of the Virgin the invocation
wherewith it now closes: ‘* Queen of
the most holy Rosary, pray for us.”

The devotion of the Rosary though,
antedates by many years the institu-
tion of the October feast, and the use of
beads in prayer goes back to before the
introduction of Christianity. The an
chorets aud monks of the early Chris-
tian ages were wont to count the num-
ber of their prayers by beads, stones,
grains or other such marks, and studs
fastened upon the belts which people
wore were often used for the same pur-
pose. A historical writer of the fifth
céntury makes mention of the practice
of an Egyptian monk who, when he
began his devotions, had three hun-
dred pebbles in his lap, one of which
he threw aside at the completion of each
of that number of prayers which he was
accustomed to recite. We find in an old
Faglish council a decree ordering a cer-
tain number of the Lord’s Prayei, to be
counted by the studs on belts, to be re-
cited for the repose of a Bishop when
his death was announced : and there
are numerous other evidences that
beads or other similar objects were em-
ployed for counting prayers from the
earliest ages of the faith. The word
‘‘posary " is believed to occur first in
Christian writings in the works of an
author of the thirteenth century,
though it is not certain whether he em
ployed it in the sense in which the
term is now usually understood.

And although the Rosary, as we now
have that devotion, is accredited to St.
Dominic, the founder of the order of
friar-preachers, it is certain that a
practice corresponding to the recita-
tion of the beads was common long be-
fore his day. Thus St. Albert of
Crespin and Peter the Hermit are said
to have taught people who could not
read the psalter to recite a certain
number of

OUR FATHERS AND HAIL MARYS,

instead of the office which was then
generally said by the faithful. The
Rosary, however, as that devotion is
practised to-day, undoubtedly owes its
institution to St. Dominic ; and the
account which states that St. Dom-
inic learned the devotion from the
Blessed Virgin by inspiration has been
accepted by several Popes. Leo XIIL
would seem to accept this version also,
for in one of the many letters he has
published on the Rosary, he speaks of
St. Dominic in these terms: ‘' This
hero, great by the integrity of his
doctrine, by the example of his vir-
tues, and by his apostolic labors, ad-
vanced against the enemies of the
Church—animated with a spirit from
above—not with arms and violence,
but with the most absolute faith in that
devotion of the Rosary which he was
the first to publish, and which his song
have carried to the four corners of the
world."”

The enemies of the Church against
whom St. Dominic employed the de-
votion of the rosary so effectively were,
a8 is well known, the Albigensians,
who, taking their name from a town
in Languedoe, were in his time, cor-
rupting the faith of the people of that
and neighbvoring provinces by their
heretical teachings, and, moreover,
disturbing the peace of those commun-

ites by embroiling them in war. As
established by its saiutly founder, the | i
Rosary consisted by one hundred and
titcy Hail Marys, divided into tens by

fitteen Our Fathers, and an analogy

between these numbers and one hun-
dred and fifty psalms constituting
the psalter is traced by various writers,
The Hail Marys of St. Dominic's rosary
were not the full prayer of modern
times, but merely the first half thereof,
and the division of the Rosary into
three chaplets of five decades each such
as we have it now, together with the
practice of meditating upon the
mysteries which each decade of those
chaplets commemorates

ARE OF LATER DATE

than St. Dominic. Nowadays they
who recite one chaplet, that is to say,
five Oar Fathers and fifty Hail Marys,
with the one Our Father and three
Hail Marysthat begin the chaplet, are
considered as having recited the
rosary. In the course of time, other
rosaries than the form commended by
St. Dominic came into use. There is,
for instance, St. Brigid's Rosary,
which requires the saying of seven
Our Fathers and sixty-three Hail
Marys, the latter number representing
the number of years the Mother of

God dwelt upon earth. Then
there are the Rosary of Our
Lady’s seven dolours, a favor-

ite one with the members of the
Servite order, of which there
are representatives in the United
States ; the Rosary of Our Saviour’s
Crown, believed to have originated
from a Camaidolese monk, and the
Rosary of the Five Wounds, the recita-
tion of which is frequent with the Pas.
sionists. There is also what is called
the Living Rosary, approved by Greg-
ory XVIL, in which fifteen persons
unite by agreeing to say the whole
rosary every month.

Confraternities of the Rosary were
not long in coming into existence, 8o
popular did the recitation of the beads
become, and, according to Benedict
XIV., a society, especially indulgenced
by Pope Alexander IV., existed at
Piacenza, in Italy, as early as the
middle of the thirteenth century. To
the members of the Dominican order,
duly vested with the authority, be-
longs, by a special right, the power of
establishing these rosary confraternit-
ies. This is made manifest by the
number of Papal decrees on the sub-
ject, especially those of Innocent XU
and Benedict XIII. Hence for the
canonical establishment of a rosary
confraternity application must be
addressed through the provincial
of the order to the master-gen-
eral of the Dominicans at Rome.

THE §ONS OF ST. DOMINIC,
however, are not the only missionaries
who have found the rosary a potent
means of inspiring faith, counteract-
ing heresy and inculcating piety.
The pioneer preachers of Christianity
in the western world almost invariably
taught these converts this Marian de-
votion, and not infrequently they
named arter 1t the missions which they
bad established in the places where
they labored. Mother Mary of the In.
carnation, that heroic Ursuline of Que-
bec's ewrly annals, relates that there
were no less than five-hundred of the
troops garrisoning that city in her day
who daily recited the rosary : and a
writer commenting on her statement,
adds: ‘‘Indeed, this beautiful devo
tion of the beads, to which all grades
of men, the simplest and the highest
intelligences, became so tervently at
tached, was seldom neglected in New
France "; and the same writer declares
that numbers of the Algonquins taken
prisoners by the Iroquois, when their
beads were taken from them, said the
prayers upon their fingers, and when
these were cut off joint by joint, they
recited them upon the bleeding stumps.
Down in that portion of the country
that was first evangelized by Spanish
missionaries, there are many places
and a still greater number of churches
and chapels that yet  bear
the name of some one of the
mysteries of the Rosary, and out on
the Californian coast, where missions
wore estabiished in the opening year
of the seventeenth century, one chron
icler avers that ‘‘there the beads of
Mary's Rosary were taught and the
hymne of her feast were sung in the
Indian language.”

The peculiar devotion of this month,
which requires the daily recitation of
the rosary, was inaugurated by Leo
XIIIL, who, in the encyclical which he
aadressed to the whole Catholic world
fourteen years ago, after reciting the
efficacy of the Rosary, said: ‘‘Not
only do we earnestly exhort all Chris-
tians to give themselves to the pious
DEVOTION OF THE ROSARY
publicly and privately in their own
house and family,and that unceasingly ;
but we also desire that the whole month
of Oztober in this year should be con-
secrated to the holy queen of the
rosary.” It is true that the Holy
Father, in this encyclical, enjoined the
daily recitation of the beads during
October by the faithful only for the year
that witnessed the issuance of this en-
ceyclical. So popular, however, did this
special October piety prove that it has
been continued annually ever since
throughout the Catholic world ; and
the number of those who practise it is
yearly ou the increase. Some one has
said that Leo XIIL., by inculcating this
particular piety, has made October al-
most a8 much of a Marian month as
May ; and whoever takes note of the
increasing gatherings of the faithful
who frequent the churches wherein this
October devotion is followed, will not
question the appropriateness of the
declaration. The beads, primarily a

means of enumerating ono's prayers,
have been adopted by mat religious
orders as a portion of the distinctive

dress of their members The white-
capped nun wears them at her girdle,
s does the black-robed Jesuit: and

pes and Cardinals, Archbishops and
Bishops, learned priests and mighty
princes havo counted their orisons

peasants. In fact, the rosary may be
said to be the one particular devotion
that is common to the entire Catholic
world ; and the wonder is that those
Protestants who nowadays are so fond
of copying Catholic customs and
practices, have not appropriated the
beads or invented some imitation of
this universal Catholic form of prayer.
Perhaps they will do g0, though, before
long, and even go to the length of
holding special services during Oc-
tober in honor of Our Lady of the
Rosary.

———————

CREMATION IS8 UN-CHRISTIAN.

There are Sclentific and Historical
Objections 10 it as Well.

The Very Rev. J. J. Prendergast,
V. G., of San Francisco, recently de:
livered a scholarly lecture on *‘ Crema-
tion " in St. Mary's Cathedral, that
city.
Father Prendergast gave a thorough
treatment of his subject from a histor-
jcal standpoint. He then examined
the arguments advanced by the cre-
mationists in favor of their pet theory
and finally considered it in the light of
Cbristian revelation and Catholic
teaching. The lecture was a masterly
one, complete in every point and in
perfect proportion.
Cremation, as practiced by the an-
cient Greeks and Romans, was first
considered. Father Prendergast ex-
plained that only the rich and wealthy
incinerated their dead ; the bodies of
the poor were consigned to earth.
Burial was the original method of dis-
posing of the dead and cremation was
first introduced among the Romans,
according to Pliny, in order to parmit
of the transportation of the ashes of
the officers who died in foreign wars.
The early Christians following the
custom consecrated by ‘the Jewich
people, religiously buried their de-
ceased. The practice has always been
adhered to by Christian peoples and
the propagandists of cremation would
have us hark back to pagan days and
pagan customs. They have always
been remarkable for their scepticism
in the fundamental doctrine of all re
ligion—the immortality of the soul.
Father Prendergast then proceeded
to analyze the arguments of the crema
tionists. It was alleged that the
danger of being buried alive would be
removed if cremation were practiced.
¢ But what of burning alive ?" asked
Father Prendergast. He cited cases
from Roman historians, in which men,
who were supposed to be dead, re-
covered from trances whilst on the
pyre. They died in dreadful agony,
struggling in vain against the flames.
The difficulty of disposing of the
urns which held the ashes of the dead
was then dwelt upon. It would beim
possible to erect a building in each
city sufficiently large to accommodate
all these urns, and ultimately they
would be destroyed and their contents
scattered to the winds or else deposited
in the earth. The sanitary effects of
both systems were then compared. The
most plausible argument with which
incinerationists support their theory,
is founded on the alleged danger to
health from cemeteries. Iather Pren-
dergast said that Mother Earth was the
great disinfectant ; that there is no
evidence to prove any danger to heaith
or life from well-cared-for cemeteries.
The health authorities of the great
cities from the Atlantic to the Pacific
would assuredly have condemned
burial, if the claims of the cremation-
ists were well-founded.
From a scientific standpoint, the
practice of cremation has strong ob-
jections. If suspicion arose asto the
manner of death, all inquiry would be
rendered impossible if the body had
been cremated. Every evidence of
crime would have been completely
destroyed and justice might be often
defeated. Whereas, if the body had
been buried, it might be exhumed and
the manner of death discovered.
Thus cremation opens the door of es-
cape to criminals and the practice
would undoubtedly remove many of
the motives which deter people from
committing crime. The pres2rvation
of fossil remains has been a great
aid to scientists in determining
the age 'of the race and in trac-
ing racial distinction. This, too,
would be impossible if the bodies of
our ancestors had been cremated.
i
AS PARMI 8 VEGETABLE PILLS con
tain Mandrake and Dandelion, they cnre
Liver and Kidney Complaints with unerring
certainty. They also comtain Roots and
Herbs which have specific virtues traly won-
derfnl in their action on the stomach and
bowels. Mr. E. A, Cairncross, Shakespeare,
writes : ‘I considar Parmelee’s Pills an ex-
cellent remedy for Biliousness and Derange-

ment of the Liver, having used them myself
for some time.

Nearly all infants are more or less subject
to diarrb<ea and such complaints while teath-
ing, aud as this period of their lives is the
most critical, mothers should not be without
a bottle of Dr. J. D, Kellogg's Dysentery
Jordial. This medicine is a specitic for such
complaints and is highly spoken of by those
who have used it. The proprietors claim it
will cure any case of cholera or summer
complaint,

Hard and soft corns cannot withstand
Holloway’s Corn Cure ; it is effectual every
time. Get a bottle at once and be happy.

The Medicine for Liver and Kidney Com-
plaint.—Mr, Victor Auger, Ottawa, writes :
"I take great pleasure in recommending to
the general public Parmelee’s Pills, a8 a cure
for Liver and Kidney Complaint- 1 have
doctored for the last three years with leading
physicians, and have taken many medicines

which were recommendsd to me without re-
lief, but aftoi .liug eight of Parmelee’s
Pills T was 1, and now I feel as
free trom the as before I was
troubled.”
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upon them as well as unlettered
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* PRIEST-RIDDEN MEXICO !”

Catholic Union snd Times.

We often hear that Mexico is a
¢ priest-ridden” land and because of
this, shrouded in darkness and super-
stition. How true this characteriza-
tion is will appear from the appended
extract, taken from the published ob-
servations of the German Protestant
scholar, Heinrich Wintzer, who spent
many years in that republic. He says,
as translated by the Literary Digest :
In 1861 President Juarez succeeded
in confiscating all church properties,
abrogating all ecclesiastical orders,
and preclaiming absolute religious
freedom. Church and State were to be
absolutely separated. It became a law
that the Church as such could not ac-
quire property in any shape. Even
the church buildings were to be held
only as a loan. In addition tg this, all
public religious exhibitions were pro-
bibited. Never is a religious proces-
sion or pligrimage seen on the street;
it is even forbidden the clergyman to
wear any of the insignia of his office
outside of the churches. In the public
schools all religious ingtruction is for-
bidden. These laws are not a dead
letter, but have been actually enforced.
Surely this is the reign of ** priest-
craft " with a vengeance. The Church
was not more cruelly shackled by the
iron-hearted Bismarck in Germany in
the days of Kulturkampf. And yet
Catholics are continually taunted by
ignorant bigots about what they regard
as the hapless condition of Mexico, a8
if the Church exercised full control in
every department of its government.
Nor does the Protestant writer, whom
we have quoted, leave us at a loss to
account for the tyranny to which the
Church in Mexico has been subjected.
Hs distinctly attributes it to Free
masonry ; for he declares that ‘‘ the
leading class of men, as a rule, satisfy
their religious wants by membership
among the Freemasons, or by a ration-
alistic sytem of philosophy closely akin
to that of the French encyclopedists.
They never go to church except asa
matter of form.”

Here we have clearly pointed out to
us by a Protestant writer, who else-
where in his observations shows him
self hostile to the Church in Mexico,
the true inwardness of the enmity with
which ehe is surrounded. Freemasonry
is the foe in Mexico, as it is in South
America, and in every country— espec-
ially in the continent of Europe. It is
a restless, Argus eyed foe, which has
raised its crest in every land, seducing
{o its mystic meshes the flower of the
world’'s young manhocd ; and in its
highest—rather lowest— developments,
which but a few of the elect are per
mitted to reach, an implacable enemy
of Christ ard all revealed religion.
When Heinrich Wintzer declares,
that, as a rule, the secularist leaders,
in Mexico ‘‘satisfy their religlous
wants by membership among the Free-
masons, or by a rationalistic system
of philosopky, akin to that of the
French encyclopedists,”” he states a
truth far more significant in its
application and radical in its conse
quences than he imagined. For Free
masonry, at least in its highest de-
grees, is a rcligicn, and the only re-
ligion its votaries have or hold. Bat
it is the very antithsies of the Christian
religion ; tor while it imitates the
ceremonies and ritual of the Church
and shrouds its doings in mystery,
ultimately its gospel is the gospel of
infidelity avd the dagger: and the
principal works by which the teach-
ings of that gespel become manifest
are secret assassinations, a diabolical
hatred of Christ and the Church, such
as Voltaire and Mazzini cherished.
el
Ayer's Hair Vigor, which has out-
lived and superseded hundreds of simi-
lar preparations, is undoubtedly the
most fashionable as well as economical
hair dressing in the market. By its
use, the poorest head of hair soon be-
comes luxuriant and beautiful.
A Glorious Age in Which we Live.

We Jought, more frequently, to cast our
thoughts upon the marvellous achievements
of the age in which we live. In the depart-
ment of medicine alone thers has been an ad-
vance all along the line, securing to man-
kind ever increasing exemption from pain
and suffering.

Perhaps the discovery mwst important to
that large class of sufferers known under the
general designation of ‘‘ Nervous —those
people all run down in nerve and muscular
torce—is embodied in the preparation known
to doctors as ** Maltine with Coca Wine,”

A builder-up of nerve and muscular tissue
is this —as of hnofancy and nerve—not, in-
deed, by a fitful galvanizing that speedily
exhausts 1tself, leaving the last condition even
more deplorable than the first. No! Maltine
with Coca Wine gives the needed impetus to
the flagging power cof body and mind;
strengthens the digestive organs ;improves
the assimilative functions, and sustains the
vital forces until, by the improved conditions
it brings about, the equilibrium of functions
is_restored and health renewed. Maltine
with Coca Wine is sold by all druggists.

Scrofula is a word you
don’t quite understand, but if
you talk with your doctor,
he will tell you that it is
generally believed to be due
to the same cause which
gives rise to Consumption.
It appears mostly in those
who are fat-starved and thin,
usually in early life. A
course of treatme ¢ of Scott’s
Emulsion with 1e Hypo-
phosites wherever Scrofula
manifests itself, will prevent
the development of the dis-
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Ticket

Freight

Direct to Cherbourg for Paris.

and the Continent.
Direct to Liverpool for all
trip cheerfully furnished.

Cork, Dublin, Belfast, Londonderry.

For particulars apply to

TOURS from any port and on all European Railways.

Tourist

Forwarding

Established 1883,

GENERAL FOREIGN AGENCY
11 MULLINS ST., Montreal.
PASSENGER AGENCY FOR LINES

Direect to Naples and Genoa for Rome.

Direct to Gibraltar (Spain), Algiers (Africa).
Direct to Plymouth for London.

Direct to Boulogne Sur Mer for Paris.
Direct to Fotterdam, Amsterdam,

for all points in Holland and Belginm

Direct to Hamburg for all points in Germany, Austria, Russia
Direct to Stettan for Germany, Austria, Russia.

Direct to Londonderry, and rail to any part of Ireland.
Direct to Glasgow for all parts of Scotland and England.

parts of England and Scotland.

RATES for any special

TOUR IN MARCH, 1808, TO ROME (For Holy Week)

Through Italy and France to Lourdes, Paris, London, Liverpool, Queenstown,

ALL EXPENSES $4:5.

good for one year from Liverpool, Glasgow,

Return Tickets
Lonaonderry or Havre.

F. PENFOLD,
P. O. Box 247, MONTREAL.

Or, Catholic Record Office, London, Ont.

FASTEST TYPEWRITER

IN THE WORLD.
FASTER THAN SHORTFAND

Our Jewett, with universal keyboard, ix
especially suited for clergymen, teachers
and educational institutions,

The Blickensderfer at $45 is acknowledged
to be the best machine made for the money.
Write for special prices 1o clergymen and
convents,

Creelman Bros. Typewrider Co

19 Adelaide St. East, TORONTO,
J.J. SEITZ, Manager.
Pactory : Georgetown, ’Phone 2251

EXTRA-PROVINCIAL COMPANIES.

PUBLIC NOTICE is bereby given that under
the provisions of Section 101 of The Ontario
Companies’ Acts, every company, NOT INCOR
PORATED BY OR UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF
AN ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE OF ONTARIO,
which now or prior to the first day of Novem-
ber, A. D. 1897, carries on business in Ontario,
having gain /or its purpose or object, for the
carrying on of which a company might be in-
corporated under the said Act, shall, on or be-
fore the first day of November, A, D. 1897,
make out and transmit to the Provincial Sec
retary a statemenet, under oath, shewing :

¢ (a) The corporate name of the company ;

(b) How and under what special or general
Act the company was incorporated, and
the Acts amending such special or gen
eral Act:

(c) Where the head-oflice of the company is
situated ;
(d) Th? alznount of the authorized capital

stock :
(e) The amount of stock subscribed or issued
: and the amount paid up thereon ;

(f) The natureof each kind of business which
the company is empowered to carry on,
and what kind or kinds is or are carried
on in Ontario.

(1) If the company makes default in comply-

ing with the provisions of the said section 1t

shall incur a penalty of twenty dollars per day
for every day during which such default con-
tinues, and every director, manager, secretary.
agent, travellor or salesman of such company
who with notice of such default transacts with
in Ontario any business whatever for such

company, shall for each day upon which he 8o

transacts such business incur & penalty of

twenty dollars.

Forma for the purpose of enabling companies
to ccmply with the above provisions, may be
obtained upon ;u.vmhj-;:inn to the undersigned.

i, J. VIS,
Provincial Secretary,
990 8 Toront: %
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