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FEAST OF THE MOON

A MISSIONARY'S INTERESTING
EXPERim ES

By Hex-. Willlem J. ( ohlll

" What did you think of the Feast 
of the Adoration of the Moon last 
night ?” Thus questioned several 
of my Chinese students at Catechism 
Class when 1 had finished the regu­
lar lesson and asked : “ Any ques­
tions 7”

On the previous evening on the 
main street of Kaifeng In front of 
many residences I had noticed tables 
which were laden with fruit, vege­
tables and pastry together with 
lighted candles and burning incense. 
Beside the tables were the house­
wives and children in a prostrate 
position. The Chinese were adoring 
the moon and offering the gifts 
which were on the table to the 
moon.

My students had judged that I 
would treat this annual celebration 
as a big joke—as something to be 
laughed at or even ridiculed. They 
did not think I would look upon 
the celebration as a serious act of 
worship. Thus all my students in 
the Mission School where I taught 
English were expectant, gazing at 
me amusedly, as if I were going 
to give a flippant answer.

Even though these students did 
not believe in adoring the moon, I 
knew that the parents of the boys, 
or at least some of their elders had 
offered fruit and vegetables. I 
knew that these boys had a great 
respect for their parents even 
though they had no respect for this 
religious observance.

EXPECTED HE WOULD POKE FUN

“ Perhaps you expect me to poke 
fun at the Chinese celebration last 
night," 1 began with a smile. 1 
smiled because I wanted as Saint 
Ignatius of old “ to go in their door 
and then lead them to come out my 
door.”

“ The celebration last night made 
a deep impression upon me. I do 
not believe, you know, in adoring 
the moon. Yet I respect those who 
do. You know I don’t adore the 
moon but God Who made the moon." 
The answer did not satisfy. Chinese 
boys as well as American boys want 
illustrations. So I called Mr. Ling, 
one of my brightest boys, to the 
front of the class.

“ Suppose you had a donkey, Mr. 
Ling, and I wished to ride to the 
North Gate, would you loan me your 
donkey ?"

“ Certainly, Father, and I would 
be glad to run along and lead the 
donkey.”

” After you had run alongside 
of your donkey for three miles, and 
I would dismount, wouldn’t you 
think that I would be ungrateful 
if I would pat your donkey on the 
neck, and repeatedly say : ‘ Thank 
you, little donkey,' and yet never 
say a word of thanks to you who 
owned the donkey ?” Thus I ques­
tioned .

“ But Father, you wouldn’t be so 
foolish as to pat a dumb donkey, 
and say : ‘Thank you, little 
donkey,’ " interjected one young­
ster.

‘ Or to forget Mr. Ling who owns 
the donkey,” interrupted another.

“ And yet if you say that I would 
be foolish to pat a dumb donkey, 
and ungrateful to forget Mr. Ling, 
the owner of the donkey, shall we 
not pity the people who kowtow— 
who pat the moon on its face as 
it were—and forget the good God 
Who made the moon ?" They were 
quick to see the point.

To profit by the methods of other 
missionaries whose work is progress­
ing in China, I visited the establish­
ment of the Society of the Divine 
Word, at Yenchowfu, in the province 
of South Shantung. There kneeling 
alongside of Father King, who with 
Father Clark, was the first Ameri­
can to leave from the house of 
studies at Techny, Illinois, with 
Father Hagspiel, better known to 
juvenile readers as Father Pruno, 
with the Right Reverend W. Gier, 
Superior General of the Society, 
and other priests I listened to some 
601 Chinese intone the sublime 
prayer of the morning " Tsai T’ien 
neue tang foutchee ” (Our Father 
Who art in Heaveni. To hear this 
ancient Our Father, that nineteen 
centuries of faith have repeated, 
and to hear it in this strange lan­
guage so far from the shores of 
America made me weep with joy, 
and 1 appreciated in a new manner 
the great miracle of the Catholicity 
of the Church. Father King said 
that their vicariate, presided over 
by Bishop Hennighaus, had almost 
100,000 Christians with almost 50,000 
Chinese who were studying to be­
come Christians.
WHAT CHRISTIANITY MEANS TO CHINESE

Later, around the dinner table, 
at which were seated priests from 
Germany, Belgium,France,Holland, 
China, and our own United States I 
asked this question : “ What does 
Christianity mean to the Chinese 
today ?”

The answers were varied. But 
all of the missionaries agreed that 
the Chinese regarded Christianity 
as the root of Western civilization. 
Thinking Chinese long ago dis­
covered, said the Fathers, that 
Western civilization has been largely 
formed by Western religion. “ Our 
Chinese are finding," said a native 
Chinese priest who sat next to me 
and who could speak Latin fluently, 
“ that your Western civilization is 
better fitted to cope with the modern 
world than the old civilization of 
the East. And, to the Chinese, we 
Fathers here in Shantung are really 
seeking to vindicate the civilization 
of the West.

“ Do we teach school ?" ques­
tioned the venerable Chinese priest. 
“ Besides a large school for boys 
and semiLuiians, maintained by the 
Fathers and Brothers there is a 
school across the road, directed by 
the Sisters of the Holy Ghost, . ith 
about 1U0 girls ranging in ages 
from six to twenty years."

" Why all this teaching ?" con­
tinued the priest. *’ To prove that 
Western civilization had a kind of 
education which fits more people 
better for the hardships of life than 
the Oriental education. Thus the 
Chinese think.”

In the convent of the Sisters of 
the Holy Ghost I noted about 40 
Chinese girls and young women 
engaged in making lace, embroidery, 
tapestry, and vestments for the 
church ; about 40 others with awl 
and needle were stitching shoes for 
the community or cutting out 
winter clo’hes for the seminarians ; 
several blind women were winding 
spools of thread. In the laundry 
22 girls were scrubbing the clothes 
while outside several blind girls 
were pumping the water. In another 
room several girls, talented with 
the brush, were painting pictures.

“ And why so much attention to 
manual training ?" I asked from 
one of the Fathers who accom­
panied me.

“ You remember your conversa­
tion with the Chinese priest," re 
plied the Father. ” These mission­
ary Sisters are upholding the civiliz­
ation which is a product of Chris­
tianity. And when our Western 
civilization, has thus been vindi­
cated thoroughly, 1 believe there 
will be a much wider acceptance 
of the doctrines taught by Christ.”

SHIN TOO LAI

Finally when the Sisters opened 
the door of a dormitory and said : 
" Shin Foo, lai,” (the priest comes1, 
I was amazed to see twenty aged 
women fall to their knees with their 
hands touching the bare, brick 
floor.

“ They want your blessing, 
Father," said one of the Sisters.

There in that enclosure my heart 
was touched with the striking 
example of Chinese girls engaged 
in caring for these old, infirm 
friends of Jesus. The old women 
were all busy, some sewing, some 
weaving mats, others winding 
thread, or making rosary beads.

“ You know, Father, we could 
have placed these dear old souls 
in another part of the enclosure but 
this location close to the children 
is a source of mutual edification. 
The old women see that we love 
and cherish the children, especially 
the girl children, whom pagan 
Chinese customs have taught them 
to despise. Then too the little chil­
dren, are imbued with the spirit 
of Christ in caring for these home­
less and penniless old women.”

When 1 arrived in Stanghai I went 
direct to the orphan asylum of the 
Little Helpers of the Holy Souls. 
I wanted to know something more 
about the Chinese babies.

"* Won’t you tell me, Mother, why 
such a sign on which is inscribed : 
'Don’t Throw Your Girl Babies In 
Here. Dead Babies are Bad For 
the Water’ is found on the edge of 
a lake in the centre of a Chinese 
city ?” I questioned Mother Cas- 
ilda, who as Miss Pauline Brown, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
P. Brown, left her parents’ home in 
Baltimore about fifteen years ago 
to volunteer for work among the 
Chinese babies.

“ A Chinese, who has not a son, 
is considered the most unfortunate 
of men," responded Mother Casilda 
whose Sisters baptize about 400 
foundlings every year in their three 
orphan asylums in Shanghai. "The 
father is very unhappy unless he 
can leave after him an heir to offer 
sacrifice on his tomb. As Chinese 
girls are not permitted to take any 
part in family affairs, the first­
born must be a boy, otherwise the 
child is not suffered to live.”

“ And if the first-born should 
happen to be a girl, what then ?” 
I questioned as we reverently 
entered the white-walled ward 
where over twenty guardian angels 
were hovering around waiting to 
carry to heaven the souls of the 
infants whom Mother Casilda termed 
“ hopeless " — hopeless as far as 
living in this world is concerned.

THE CHILD OF BAD OMEN

" It would be regarded as a bad 
omen for the family if the first­
born is a girl. Thus to save the 
whole household from certain mis­
fortune, the girl child is killed, con­
tinued the Mother as she pulled 
up the sheet over the emaciated 
form of an infant which died just 
before we entered the ward.

" And how do they kill their 
babies ?" I asked.

“ Many of the unfortunate babies 
are deprivfd of life in the mother’s 
room, being either strangled or 
suffocated by the deluded parents. 
Others are abandoned on the city 
dumps. Some pious Chinese men 
and women go to these dumps before 
day-break, and listen for the wail 
of the infants," responded the 
former Baltimorean, whose sister is 
Mrs. Walter Boggs, and whose 
brother was the late PauX,Brown 
who died as a Jesuit scholastic.

“ And why do they go before day­
break ?” I asked.

" To get there before the dogs," 
Mother Casilda said. “ Other 
women more humane leave their 
offspring at our door, or send the 
child to us."

In this asylum, Mother Casilda 
pointed out, the great need is for 
American medical missionaries. In 
an adjoining manual training school, 
conducted by the Jesuits a lay
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brother pointed out several tiers of 
small boxes. " We supply almost 
800 of these little boxes every 3 ear 
for the dead infanta across the 
road." And a medical missionary, 
with a knowledge of the ailments 
which affect these foundlings could 
save about 100 babies every year, 
said the Mother.

ROMAN CATHOLICS NOT CHRISTIANS

From my mission of Kaifeng in 
the province of Honan to Hsuchowfu 
1 traveled over the Belgian Long 
Hai Railroad through a district 
infested by the bandits. On the 
rear of the train there was a “ Pull­
man " car with accommodations 
which would not do credit to a 
freight caboose in America. How­
ever in order to miss none of the 
excitement I took a seat in a third 
class day coach in which over 1(0 
Chinese were crowded. Naturally 
in travelling through a country 
such as China, a foreigner is often 
misunderstood. But it was the 
first time in my life that I was ever 
exhorted to become a Christian. This 
is how it happened.

En route a young Chinese civil 
engineer entered and sat down by 
my side. He noticed me reading my 
Breviary, and asked, in broken 
English :

’’Are you an Anglican priest ?"
“No, sir, I am a Roman Catholic 

priest."
"A Roman Catholic priest !” re­

peated the Chinamen with much 
astonishment. "Then I hope you 
will turn to be a Christian. You see 
Roman Catholics are not Chris­
tians.”

“If Roman Catholics are not 
Christians, who are ?" 1 apologetic­
ally asked.

"The Christians are Anglicans, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, 
and some others whose names I 
forget. They worship God. You 
Roman Catholics don’t worship God. 
You worship Mary."

My “enlightened" teacher left 
the train before I could give an 
antidote to the teaching of some 
Protestant missionary in China, but 
I have his address, as well as the 
address of his teacher.

LOOKING BACKWARD

After the train pulled out of the 
station, and the soldiers took up 
their stand at each end of the car, 
and the conductor, guarded by five 
soldieriTeach armed with a rifle, a 
revolver, and dagger, came along 
collecting the tickets I settled back, 
or rather settled up on my wooden 
.bench (for there was no back1 and I 
travelled in imagination to the 
seapoit of Nagaski, Japan. On the 
hills surrounding Nagaski harbor 
over 25,000 Catholic Japanese have 
beeu put to death because they 
wouldn’t deny the founder of Chris­
tianity.

And yet I stood there in imagina­
tion on the dock in Nagaski with so 
many evidences of Japanese Cathol­
icism looking down upon me, my 
view of another Catholic Church 
was blocked by a huge sign on which 
is painted in huge, black letters : 
‘‘Christian Institutions Represented 
in Nagasaki, Japan." And then I 
read the following list : "Metho­
dist, Episcopal. Reformed Church 
in America, Southern Baptist Mis­
sion, Congregational, Presbyterian, 
Salvation Army, Seamen’s Home, 
Y. M. C. A.”—but not one word 
about those Catholic institutions 
looking down upon that sign or 
about the Catholic Church which 
the sign hid from my view.

After recalling that Protestants 
had the audacity to paint that sign 
in full view of several Catholic 
institutions in such an old Catholic 
city as Nagaski, I couldn’t help 
sympathizing with the Chinamen 
who wanted to convert me to Chris­
tianity.

WORLD’S OLDEST 
VOLUME

ancient wriler went into many 
details in his treatment of his 
subject. A striking feature of the 
deduction* to be drawn fn m a 
reading of this text is the evidence 
it gives that many Chaldean customs 
were carried into the Western 
World and thus contributed to the 
civilization of the present day.

Many attempts at translation of 
this text were made "before the 
present one, but they were all 
incomplete on many points. One of 
the highly important points ably 
elucidated by Father de Barenton 
is his proof, by means of recently 
discovered synchronisms that vari­
ous ancient Chaldean dynasties 
which had hitherto been believed to 
have been successive in time, were, 
in reality, contemporaneous.

Aside from his present work, 
Father de Barenton is well known 
for his scholarly works on the 
Etruscan tongue, which have been 
crowned by the Academy of Inscrip­
tions.—The Pilot.

TO REMEMBER

Remember day by day, that He 
who gives thee the morning, does not 
promise thee the evening, nor yet 
the morrow. Spend, therefore, 
every moment of every hour accord­
ing to God’s Will as if it were thy 
last, and so much the more, for of 
each moment thou wilt have to give 
strict account.—Father Laurence I 
Scupoli. I

TRY MAGNESIA FOR 
STOMACH TROUBLE

It Neutralizes Stomach Acidity, Prevents Food 
Fermentation, Sour Gassy Stomach 

and Acid Indigestion

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
10% DISCOUNT

will be allowed on all orders for rugs from now until Feb. 10th, 1923. This is the slack time 
in our newly enlarged factory. Spring brings orders in a rush. Get your rugs made now. 
use them urthe cold weather, and save money.
Your old carpets are valuable, have them made into handsome "Velvetex” Rugs.

The “Velvetex" is a Real Rug, made from your discarded old 
carpets which are cleaned and recleaned, then manufactured into 
reversible seamless rugs that will wear a life-time Under foot 
they feel like thick velvet, that is why they are called "Velvetex". 
Every "Velvetex" Rug is guaranteed, and the only factory mak. 
ing “Velvetex" is in London, Ont.
In London our Driver collects the carpet, from attic, cellar, or off 
the floor and delivers the finished rugs free.
Out of town we pay freight or express both ways on all orders. 
Delivery can be made within 10 days from receipt ol order or 
held over till wanted.

Established 1909

Canada Rug Company
Velvetex Bldg., 9d-98 Carling St. 

London, OntarioSend for Velvetex An 
Folder No. 4u

White Light
Beats Gas or Electric FREE!

Doubtless if you are a sufferer from 
indigestion, you have already tried pep­
sin, panrreatin, charcoal, drugs and 
various digestive aids and you know 
these things will not cure your trouble 
— in some cases do not even give relief.

But before giving up hope and decid­
ing you are a chronic dyspeptic just try 
the effect of a little Bisurated Magnesia 
—not the ordinary commercial carbon 
ate, citrate, or milk, but the pure 
Bisurated Magnesia which you can 
obtain from practically any druggist in 
either powdered or tablet form.

Take a teaspoonful of the powder or 
two compressed tablets with a little 
water after your next meal, and see 
what a difference this makes. It will 
instantly neutralize the dangerous harm­
ful acid in the stomach which now 
causes your food to ferment and sour, 
making gas, wind, flatulence, heartburn 
and the bloated or heavy, lumpy feeling 
that seems to follow most everything 
you eat.

You will find that provided you take 
a little Bisurated Magnesia immediately 
after a meal, you can eat almost any- i 
thing and enjoy it without any danger 
of pain or discomfort to follow and 
moreover, the continued use of the j 
bisurated magnesia cannot injure the 
stomach in any way so long as there 
are any symptoms of acid indigestion.

TEA - COFFEE
R5Ê- Finest Importations always in stock at lowest market ptioss 
1ST Samples and quotations sent promptly upon application.

Special attention given to requirements ol Institutions,

Kearnev Brothers, Limites
TEA - COFFEE IMPORTERS and SPECIALISTS 

33 St Peter Street wmhiiw i87< Montreal, Que.

CAPUCHIN TRANSLATES 
CHALDEAN CYLINDERS

What is said to be the most 
ancient book in existence in the 
world figures in a recent work by 
Father Hillaire de Barenton of the 
Capuchin Order, which hasattracted 
extensive interest among specialists, 
and has been received with much 
attention in various parts of the 
world.

Father de Barenton has just 
completed and published his trans­
lation of two Chaldean cylinders 
which are known as the Goudea 
cylinders, and which belong to the 
museum of the Louvre. Much 
light is thrown by these researches 
upon some of the striking ways of 
people of the ancient days involved, 
especially with regard to their 
manner of writing.

These cylinders may be described 
as blocks of a hard substance, 
which were employed by the 
Chaldeans and Assyrians of old as 
seals. They were covered with 
inscriptions which are of great 
interest to the present day student 
of these subjects. The translation 
under discussion is followed by 
numerous notes and commentaries, 
which are themselves deserving of 
close study,

BEFORE BIRTH OF ABRAHAM

Goudea was a Priest-KiiMj who 
reigned in Chaldea from about the 
year 2100 to 2080 B. C., a little 
before the birth of Abraham. On 
the clay of the cylinder is found 
inscribed a text, and it is this that 
is described as the most ancient 
book now in existence in the world.

In this ancient text there is told 
the story of the construction and 
organization of a temple, and the

Progress in 1922
THE results achieved by the North American Life 

Assurance Company during 1922 continue to estab­
lish beyond question the strength and security of 
the Company. The following outstanding figures will 

be very gratifying to all interested in the welfare of 
the Company:
Policies Issued and Revived.......................$ 17,931,327.00
Amount of Insurance in Force... 108,059,134.00
Assets............................................. 23,683,842.94
Payments to Policyholders.......... 2,402,039.74
Net Surplus................................... 3,476,230.56
Surplus earned during the year exceeded. 1,000,000.00

These records are the outward evidence of the unex­
celled financial position attained by the Company, and 
of the solid foundation upon which it has been built. In 
the North American Life, policyholders’ interests are 
paramount, over 99% of the profits earned being allotted 
to them. When contemplating new insurance, sec one 
of our representatives. If you desire fuller information 
about the Company’s operations during 1922, mail the 
attached coupon.

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE
ASSURANCE COMPANY

Head Office Toronto Canada
W. KERR GEORGE, « ...
D. McCRAE, COL., \ Vice-Presidents.L. GOLDMAN, President.

"Solid as the Continent’

Please mail me your complete 
1922 Report, also “Solid as the Continent,, Booklet.

Ctmrrt) furniture
We specialize in the 

manufacture of

Church Pews Altars 
Pulpits, Conlesslonals 

Vestment Cases
AND

All Furniture lor Church 
and Sunday School

%f)t $)allrp Cttp 
Seating Co. iimittb

DUNDAS, ONTARIO

G
 ft IT Fir" ‘'Dr. Cook’s Won- 

I Kr derful Scientific 
WBBBlfc Remedy” for 

Goitre and enlargement of the 
neck. The only way to treat 
this disease is through the 

blood. Write for free pamphlet. 
Bedell Chemical Co., 163 Church Street, 
Toronto.

NO READY MONEY 
NEEDED TO GET 

“MOVIE” MACHINE
By our new plan, every 
school, church and club 
can own a Victor Safety 
Cinema. It will make 
money for you. 52

Make your home bright and cheer­
ful and SAVE ONE-HALF on oil.
Tests by Government and leading 
Universities prove this wonderful 
new Aladdin is nearly five times as 
efficient as the best round wick flame 
lamps. BURNS 70 HOURS on ONE 
GALLON (coal-oil) kerosene. No 
odor, smoke or noise; no pumping 
up; easy to operate; won’t explode.
Won GOLD MEDAL. Guaranteed.

Try It 10 Nights FREE
Prove for yourself without risk that this remark­
able white light has no equal. If not entirely sat­
isfied. return it at our expense. S1000REWARD 
will be given to anyone who shows us an oil
lamp equal in every way to this new Aladdin. ____
HE MANTLE LAMP COMPANY, 461 Aladdin Building, Montreal or Winnipeg

/ALSO WARE ROOMS AT CHI CABO, PHILADELPHIA; PORTLAND, ORE.; LONDON, ENGLAND ” '* "

Get Yours FREE
We want one user in each locality 
to whom we can refer customer*— 
in that way you may get your own 
without coat. Be the ftet to write 
quick fur 10-DAY FREE TRIAL OF. 
FER and learn how to get one F REE.

Make Money 
— Spare or Full Time

,‘bo‘mon’éty NEtU-îss’ARyT"’

ofCanadaltd
156KI$G ST.ÿToionto;

Stained Glass
Memorial Windows

We make a specialty of U&tholio 
Church Windows.

B. Leonard ea8,oJ^4.%„»

Quick Relief to
BRONCHIAL 
SUFFERERS

Coughs, nasal and 
b om hial colds are 
relieved promptly by 
the vapor of Creso- 
lene — the standard 
drugless treatment 
with forty years of 
si.ccessful use its guarantee. The moet 
widely used remedy for whooping cough 
and spasmodic croup.

Eet. 1879
Send for descriptive booklet. Sold by druggist»

VAPO • CRESOLENE CO.
62 Cortlandt St., New York 

or Leemlng-Miles Bldg., Montreal, Que.

OPERA and FIELD GLASSES £-1 
$2 REGULAR PRICE, FOR $ ■

We have just imported a quantity of these fine 
little French glasses at a very low price, and are 
selling them very little above cost. They are well 
made of black metal, leatherette covered. Good 
clear lenses. Adjustable, and nicely finished. 
Illustration half size. They won't last long at 
this price.

FREE -To everyone enclosing this ad. with 
order, wc will include free a leatherette carrying 
case. Send to-day. Duplex Mfg. Co., Dept. 
F 10p Barrie, Ont.

ABSORBINE
** , TRADE MARK RfG.U.S.PAT. Off.

Reduces Strained, Puffy Ankles, 
Lymphangitis, Poll Evil, Fistula, 
BoilS, Swellings; Stops Lamenesa 
and allays pain* Heals Sores, Cuts, 
Bruises, Boot Chafes. It 5s a
SAFE ANTISEPTIC AND GERMICIDE

Does not blister or remove the 
hafrand horse can be worked. Pleasant to use. 
$2.50 a bottle, delivered. Describe your case 
for special instructions and Book 5 R free. 
ABSORBINE, JR., antlaeptJc liniment for mankind.re» 
■ocee Strain*, Painful. Knotted. Swollen Veine. Concern, 
piled—only • few drops required at an spplicadon, fries 
1145 Per bottle « dealers or delivered.
W. F. T0UNG lac. m Lyeaaa Bid,.. Me.tr**], Cam. 
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