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latent in them, which will sooner or later
find opportunities for development ; but
there are too many others among them
whose simplicity and utter unsophistica-
tion unfit them for the struggles insepar-
able from pioneering in a new country.
They are handicspped in dozens of
ways, and problems sre bound to rise in
oconsequence, the unravelling of which
will call for charitable efforts on our
part. We can trust our laws, however,
to do them justice, and the action of
time to effect the work of their assimila-
tion and social bdtterment. There is no
doubt that wheh the new-comers have
experienced the generous treatment they
are sure to receive at the hands of our
government and civie authorities, a
staunch love for their new home will
take possession of them, and we can
leave the question of their citizenship
to work out its own solution.

What particularly interests us is the
religious problem. Many of those new
arrivals are Catholics. They come to
us with their own language, religious
rites and customs which, while well
understood in Europe, are less so in
Oanada ; their presence consequently
presents a condition complex enough to
give our Church suthorities food for
thought. Instead of m g in groups
to the West, where theif very grouping
would help the Bishops to provide for
them spiritually, many of those Catho-
lics prefer to stay in our large cities,
isolated and very often unknown, and
with their needs the Church, notwith-
standing her splendid equipment, is not
able to cope. The lack of a clergy who
can speak their tongues or who are fam-
iliar with their custows, renders any
ministry among them especially difficult.
Eftorts are being made by the Canadian
Bishops and clergy to meet the needs of
this foreign population : witness, for in-
stance, the number of Italian jparishes
that have sprung up in Esstern Canada
in recent years. But the task imposed
on the Church is heavy. One some-
times wonders why those Earopean
Catholics who emigrate in large bodies
to countries where their own language
is not spoken, cannot ght their own
clergy to accompany them.

A very pressing need in our large
cities are agencies to protect Catholic
female immigrants. Happily a move-
ment is on foot .to meet this want ;
homes and guilds are being orgsnized
for the purpose in various Canadian
centers. Another need that is also
being supplied is the sppointment of
priests and other qualified agents to
meet Oatholic immigrants when they
arrive, who can give them sound advice
and direction and render other impor-
tant services to those helpless strangers
in a strange land. Agents are now
stationed in Quebeo, Montreal and
Winnipeg, and, if we mistake not, at
Halifax and 8t. John, These are excel-
lent works and if carried out in a
businesslike way, will save many a poor
Catholic newcomer from falling by the
wayside, or maybe from swelling the
ranks of Socialists and other oriminal
degenerates.

But looking after Oatholic immigrants
in our large cities is only one phase of
the problem that is presenting itself.
The vast majority of those Catholics
pass on the Western prairies. There
new difficulties spring up, differing only
in kind from those met with in oities,
but, for all that, not less real. The
drawback inevitable in new countries is
the absence of churches to worship in,
snd of priests numerous enough to
minister to the spiritual need of Catho-
lics spread over vast stretches of terri-
tory. This beiog so, the important
questions that one has to face is, how
are those Catholics to fulfil their relig-
ious duties ? How can they keep the
faith if their souls are left to starve for
want of the sacraments ?

And yet we should not be too exact-
ing. In a great long land like the
Canadian West, where the buffalo trails
are still visible, or at least were a short
while ago, where the gopher and the
prairie dog are still in possession, where
there are but few centers of population,
where only lonely cabins dot the home-
steads here and there, vne cannot ex-
pect to see the Church fully organized
or a clergy equipped to exercise the
ministry of souls. One of the direct
penalties of early settlement in every
country is this spiritusl penury, and we
regret to say that it has beén the occa-
sion of many losses to the Church in
Canada. Eise how can we explain the
meetings with so many good old Catho-
lic names borne nowadays even by the
ministers of various sects, names that
are to be found on the roll-call of
martyrs for the faith in the Mother-
land ?

There should be some kind of remedy
for this state of affairs. In Eastera
Canada, it—has been found that where
Catholic immigrants took up land and
settled in groups fifty years ago, the
faith survives to-day in their descend-
ants. We could cite the example of
several such colonies in Quebec and
Ontario. In those years, now long past,
mutual help and protection made" the
groupiog of Catholics more or less of a
necessity, for carving oat homes in the
dense forests of the older provinces was
a strenuous task that needed the arms
of many. However, the compensation
soon came in the shape of the little log
church, or the school-house, which rose
in the midst of those settlements; and
this explains the prosperous condition
of the Church in many out-of-the-way
corners of Canada to-day.

Things have shaped themselves
differently in the Great West, whither
the bulk of our immigrants are fore-
gathering. “The westward movement,”
writes a distinguised Archbishop who
has studied this question, “is large and
continuous, but no effort is made to
direct it. There is no thought of group-
ing, or organizing, or colonizing. What
we need is some way of grouping in-
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coming settlers, so that compact parishes
may be formed. At present, the energy
and the means of the priest are largely
absorbed in going about the country,
looking after two or three farmers in one
place, & dozen miners twenty miles away,
and a score of mill-workers fifty miles
up stream.” Here is a plain statement
of the problem. There are no forests on
the prairies to be cut down ; nothing
but the prolific sod to be overturned ;
the new-comer does not feel the need of
mutual help ; he is independent ; he
settlez where he likes ; and the ques-
tion of the next season’s crop of wheat
occupies his thoughts more than the
question of religion. Bat the home-
stead is his,and the settlement he makes
on it is usually permanent. If it happens
to be an isolated spot, where there is no
church, and Mass only at rare intervals,
the Oatholic immigrant may court suo-
cess in worldly affairs, but the spiritual
element in him soon pines away and dies.
And then there are the children of the
immigrans, who nave neither Catholie
schools nor Catholic influences to give a
trend to their lives. Can we wonder
that lukewaymness and loss of faith are
the results ? Can we wonder that the
second generation is no longer Catholic?
“ Individuslism with sll its weakness,”
writes the prelate quoted a moment ago,
“is the cause of leakage in the west.
It it continues,” he adds, “ thousands
upon thousands of Oatholics will be lost
to the Church in spite of all the Bishops
and priests can do. We cannot do im-
poesibilities. Of ourselves we cannot
reach the root of the evil. We cannot
prevent Catholics from coming West,
and we cannot get them to pome in
groups.” Group! of Catholics, there-
fore, in compact settlements is, in this
prelates opinion, the solution of the im-
:xl‘unt difficulty, and we verily believe

m.

Baut if this grouping of Oatholies is
impossible, the charity of those Canadian
children of the Church wh fathers

and religious, who are laboring to keep
up the faith in the vast population of
Catholios that is settling west of Lake
Superior. The work has already un
in the larger centers where churches
have been built and the spiritual needs
of Catholics provided for. It is the
isolated, ungrouped Catholios in the out-
lying districts who are suffering, Mean-
while winor agencies are at work. The
Lesague of the Sacred Heart, through its
Promoters, is contributing its share.
Many of our Promoters who have seen
active service in Ontario and the other
provinces, have gone to the West to live,
and have carried their spirit of zeal with
them. Every month we send thither
thousands of Leaflets and Messengers
to families who are deprived of other
spiritusl reading. We would suggest
the formation of new circles in hamlets
where there are two or more Catholic
families, as a means of keeping up plety
snd the spirit of prayer until better
times come. Our Promoters throughout
Canada are invited to openm up corres-
pondence with Western settlers, to
whom they might send Messengers,
Catholic papers, and other forms of
Ohurch literature. If s Catholic news-
paper is “a perpetusl mission in
parish "—to borrow the words of s great
Pontift—where can these weekly instal-
ments of solid religioas reading do more
good thsn among the Catholic farmers,
miners, mill-workers, etc., of the West,
who are bereft of the advantages that
We possess 80 abundantly ?
E. J. DEVINE, 8. J.

WHAT THE CHURCH HAS
ACCOMPLISHED

e

“ The Oatholic Church has purified
soolety in its very fountsin—which is
the marriage-bond. She has invariably
proclaimed the unity and ssnctity and
indissolubility of the nuptisl tie, saying
with ber Founder, ‘What God hath joined
together, let no man put ssunder.’

% The Oatholic religion has proclaimed
the sanctity of humsn life, as soon as the
body is animated by the vital spark. In-
fanticide was a dark stain on Pagan
clvilization—being sanctioned, and even
sometimes enjoined by such eminent
philosophers as Plato and Aristotle,
Solon and Lycurgus.

“ There is no phase of human misery
for which the Church does not provide
some remedy er alleviation. No dis-
tinction is made either of person, nation-
ality, color or creed, for true charity
embraces all.

“The Oatholic Church has ever
exerted her iufluence. toward the miti-

ation and abolition of human slavery.

rom the earliest ages, Christisnity has
been the unvarying friend and advocate
of the bondman. Before the time of
Christ, slavery was universal in civilized
as well aé barbarous countries, and the
Apostles were everywhere confronted
by the children of oppression. No Chris-
tian country ocontains to-day a solitary
slave.

“ Finally, the Catholic Church has
slways been the staunch, unwavering
friend of the sons of toil. Before the
coming of Ohrist, manusl and even
mechanical work was regarded as servile
by the freemen of Pagan Rome, and was

have passed through similar orises,
should be invoked, in order to provide
churches and support for priests. The
missionary spirit is not dead in the Cath-
olic Church ; what she is doing in other
parts of the world, in this twentieth
century; she can do in Canada. Let lay-
men provide support for clergy to keep
the faith in isolated Oatholics and the
clergy will do the rest. Little by little
the essential grouping will come about ;
the centralization of Cgtholic efforts
will take care of itself ; churches will
be built, and the recuperation of Cath-
olic strength will soon be an accom-
plished fact.

‘We must not be too pessimistic, how-
ever. The work outlined here has al-
ready begun. In Winnipeg and other
important centers the Knights of Colum-
bus have started a campaign to group
together Catholic settlers. They have
published an excellent map of the three
prairie provinces which points out to
intendihg settlers where there are resi-
dent priests and where there are only
miesions. A glance at this map shows
that the main efforts of the priests are
almost exclusively confined to points
served by the railways. Little is being
done on either side of those arteries of
commerce, where, however, there must
be very many Oatholic settlers. And
yet this is a good beginning.

At Quebec a OCatholic immigration
chaplain is now employed going among
the thousands of strangers who land
every season to direct them towards
Catholic cent:rs in the West and furnish
them with information about their future
homes. The Catholic Church Extension
Society of Toronto has a wider pro-
gramme than this, and is laboring
acocording to its means to build chapels
and support priests in the Westeru
Provinces. The work of the Church
Extension is only beginning in Canada ;
we trust that when it gets better known
its efforts will be appreciated by wealthy
Catholics. No charity that we know of,
in the present condition of things, can
rival that of providing centers of wor-
ship and church acoommodation in the
small towns and isolated hamlets that
are springing up almost weekly in the
West. These churches and chapels, be
they ever so humble, become the
sourees of Catholic life and effort and
the nuclei of what will in a near future
be flourishing parishes. Who does not
feel the importance—we were going to
say ‘the responsibility—of helping in
this work ¥

Now that the opportunity is with us
we should seize it. The Church in the
Dominion is passing through a delicate
phase of her history ; every little help
given at the present moment will render
the hundredfold in faith and piety in a
few years. The short-sighted may not
be able to gauge these results, but a
little reflection will convince them that
the Church should secure a footing in
the West ; and the sooner she does this
the stroonger will be her influence in
that new country, the more lasting the
results in sound ecitizenship and ecivie
integrity in the generations who'in the
fature will owe her allegiance. Is not
this a noble smbition ? And is it not
worth taking the trouble to attain it ?

Let us, therefore, second the efforts of
the Bishops and priests, both secular

quently relegated to the slave.

% These, then, are some of the bless-
ings which the Catholic Church has con-
1. 4 upon 2 ty. he b a
movements inaugurated by her, the phil-
snthropic institutions which she has
founded, the innumerable works of Chris-
tian benevolence which she originated,
have sll stimulated and encouraged
other Christian denominations in their
noble efforts for the moral and social
regeneration of mankind.'’— Cardinal
Gibbons.

“MARY STAR OF THE SEA”

* Mary !"— This sweetest of names
signifies also Star of the Sea; and such
io fact is Mary. She is the Star of the
Sea, because she is the light, the conso-
lation, and the directrix of those who
voyage on the ses of this world. Mary
is a very useful star for the purpose of
conducting us to our heavenly home ;
yes, useful even for the purpose of bring-
ing os through the sea of this world, to
the grace of her Son, * as to the heaven
of paradise itself.”

Oh ! how by means of her loving pro-
teoti Sh ducts mariners through

e
a thousand dangers; and the dangers
over, the mariners are safe and sound.
Temptations, the deception of the world
the snares of evil spirits cause indeed
the sea of this life to be full of rocks ;
but what has he to dread, who confides
in her? The star which appeared in
the heavens at the birth of Our Re-
deemer, guided the Wise Men to the
cave of Bethlehem, where they found
Jesus ; and however mysterious was
that star, a brighter one than that leads
all who follow the brighter, to Jesus in
heaven. Who can ever tell to how many
that star by its light pointed out the
way, to how many it afforded protection,
in dangers ? Who can tell how many it
conducted to the throne of its God in
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beaven ? All this is Mary's loving
office, in all this she rejolces; of all this
she is proud.

You may be taken away young ; you
may live to fourscore; you may die in
your bed; you may die in the open fleld;
but if Mary intercedes for you, that day
will find you watching and ready. All
things will be fixed to secure your sal-
vation, all dangers will be foreseen, all
obstacles removed, sll aid provided,
The hour will come—and in a moment
you will be transferred beyond fear and
risk.—The Annals.

R ——

There is no remorse so deep as that
which is unavailing ; if we would be
spared its tortures, let us remember
this in time.—Charles Dickens.
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London Branch, Richmond and King Streets
R. Arkell, Manager

THE ONTARIO LOAN & DEBENTURE CO'Y.
Capital paid up, $1,750,000. Reserve $1,350,000
Deposits received, Debentures issued, Real Estate
Loans made. John McClary, Pres.; A. M. Smart, Mgr.
Offices: Dundas St., Cor. Market Lane, London.

DR. BARKLIE

Graduate Osteopath & Chiropractor
SUPERB ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT
SPECIALTY— Rheumatism, Chronic and Nervouns
Diseases. Established 7 Years.

505 TALBOT ST., LONDON PHONE 125658

OVERALL MANUFACTURERS
The * BULLDOG " Line
OF OVERALLS AND COATS
Are large, roomy and perfectly made, They really
resist wear and owing to a special seam construction

cannot rip. “Sold all over over all."
MADE BY THE CANADA OVERALL CO.
98 Carling St., London Phone 353

PHOTOGRAPHS

EDY BROS. Artistic r;r:mgraphan
214 Dundas St. London, Ont,

PLUMBING, HOT WATHR HEATIN®
NOBLE & RICH

Plumbin,

Hot Water, Steam and Vacuum Heating

Gasfitting and Jobbing

235-237 Queen's Ave,

Phone 538

Incorporated 1864. 4% and 44% Debentures
Write for Booklet : “ Unquestioned Safety for your
Savings." H. Cromyn, Manager.

London Regina St. Thomas

THE LONDON LOAN & SAVINGS COMPANY
OF CANADA
ALLOW : ot
4% on Deposits g'h on Municipal Bonds
4% on Debentures % on Stock
MERCHANTS BANK OF CANADA

WINDSOR, ONTARIO

Detroit Conservatory of Music.

ST. MTARY’S ACADETY

A Boarding School for Young Girls

Uonducted by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary

Departments — Collegiate, Academic, Intermediate and Primary.
Schools of Music and Art affiliated to the Toronto University and to the

Monthly lectures on Art are included.
Special attention paid to French and Domestic Science.
For terms and other particulars address Sister Superior,

(Opposite Detroit)

Paid-up capital, $6.000,000. Reserve funds $4,990,297

C 1 and Savings Accounts Invited. Joint
accounts if desired. Interest at highest rates. J. E.
Magee, Mgr. London Branch, Richmond & Queens.
J. A. McKellar, Mgr. London South, 146 Wortley Rd.

WM. STEVELY AND SON
Sheet Metal Workers. Hot Air Heating
Stoves and Furnishings. 362-4 Richmond St.

STOCKS, BONDS, REAL‘E!'I‘A“
THOS. RAYCRAFT, Investment Broker
Specialist in Porcupine and Cobalt Stocks

London Loan Block Long Distance Phone 2995
UNDERTAKERS AND EMBALMERS
JOHN FERGUSON & SONS

180 King Street
The Leading Undertakers and Embalmers

SHEET METAL, STOVES, ETO.

Hikds Open Night and Day
P

THE BANK OF TORONTO

The Oldest Bank in Canada
Having its Head Office in Ontario

BRANCHES AT ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES

and Correspondents throughout the world
Four Offices in London

FURNITURE =
H. WOLF & SONS, 265 Dundas St.

" | Greene-Swift Block

House 373 Factory—sqs

“SMITH, SON & CLARKE
Undertakers and Embalmers
115 Dundas Street
Phone 586

Open Day and Night

WHOLBSALERS
GREENE, SWIFT, LIMITED

Wholesale Clothing Manufacturers

London, Ont,

629 Dundas Street
Phone 678

ONTARIO FURNITURE CO,
LAUNDRINS

———

JOHN MARSHALL & CO, Rst. 1873
Simson

PARISIAN STEAM LAUNDRY CO.
of Ontario Ltd. 73-75 Dundas St. Phone 559

o St ot~ ol
had d Hats,

an of
Caps and Furs. Sole ts in C; ‘The
Thoroughbred"” Hat -na'&'.',. Also "Q::m Haty




