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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.

Second Sunday of Advent.
TIIK M IHHION AHY Hl'IHIT.

" c making answer, said lo them Go and re 
late to ’ohri'wliat you have heard and seen." (St.

In the Gospel just read, my dear 
brethren, we are taught a very practi
cal and important lesson. Ht. John the 
Baptist had been thrown into prison on 
account of his bold denunciation of the 
sins of those who were then in power. 
His disciples, it would seem, were losing 
confidence in Him and in what He had 
taught them. His Imprisonment was 
causing them to waver ; and so 8t. John 
sends them to our Lord that they may 
learn from Him whether He was indeed 
what John had said He was, the promised 
Messias. “ Art thou He who art to 
come, or look we for another ?”

Now, in what way did our Lord reply 
to t his question ? Did He enter into a 
long and elaborate argument in order to 
show from Moses and the Prophets that 
He fulfilled in Himself all thaf they 
had foretold ? No, it was not by words 
that our Lord removed their doubts, al
though never man spake like; Him. The 
way in which lie brought the truth 
home to those men was by deeds. “ Go 
relate1 to John what you have heard and 
seen ; the blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf heir, the 
dead rise again, the poor have the Gos
pel preached to them.” It was the 
works which trie Father gave Him to do 
xvhi-h gave testimony of Him

Now, the work of bringing back man 
to God, which brought our Lord down 
from heaven and of which He made the 
beginning, is continued and carried on, 
since Ho left this world, by His Church, 
which He founded for this purpose. By 
His life, and especially by His death and 
passion, Tie purchased for mankind full 
and complete redemption, inexhaustible 
grace in this life, and never-ending 
glory hereafter. To what our Lord did 
no addition can bo made which is not it
self due to the merits of our Lord's 
death and passion. The only thing 
which remains to lie done is to hive this 
grace applied to the souls of men. This 
application is to he made by the minis
trations of the Church ; in this way the 
realization and completion of our Lord's 
work are entrusted to her ; and conse
quently, since our Lord went to heaven 
again, the Church is for men in the 
place of Christ, and has in lier hands the 
ordinary means by which men make 
their own what our Lord has done for 
them. It is in the Church that our 
Lord dwells, it is through the Church ll< 
works, it is by lier ministration that men 
according to the ordinary course of God's 
providence, are saved.

If this be so, we must all see how im
portant it is that nothing should be done 
bv Catholics to keep men from the 
Church, and that everything should In- 
done to bring them within her fold. 
The Church has a work to do for every 
min in this vast city of ours. And how 
is she to perform this work ? How is 
the fact, that she comes from God, to be 
brought home to each and all ? In early 
days miracles were the most cogent 
proof of her supernatural origin. But 
although miracles are still wrought in 
the Church, th -y are not among the 
ordinary ways by which we can prove Lo 
those outside that the Church comes 
from God. Argument,historical investi 
git,ion. logic, are good ways of doinj 
this. But men are too busy to study 
profoundly in our times. There is another 
way however, and a better one ; one 
more powerful, one which appeals t 
larger numbers, one without which all 
the ways are vvr. often unsuccessful, 
an.1 that is that Cath dies should provi 
themselves to be before the eyes of men 
what the Church teaches them to In 
that by their works, which they are seen 
to perform, they should make manifest 
to nil that they are in possession of the 
truth of God.

Can wo say. my dear brethren, that 
this is the case ? Let us not be afraid 
to look at, the facts as they really are. 
Are our lives such a a to recommend to 
those outside that faith in and through 
whieh all must besavd? Let each one 
ask himself this question : and rellect 
what, a terrible thing it. will be hereafter 
if ho has so acted as to have shut out 
from eternal life a single soul which 
might, have been saved had he acted 
rightly.
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NECESSITY OF RELIGION.

If one stop a moment to think about 
church, religion, worship it might ap
pear a great mystery of life why men 
should In1 religious at all. For what, 
does religion give back in return for all 
the sacrifices it demands ? Of what t he 
world h ilds precious it oilers not even a 
tiny portion. Riches are avariciously 
sought by the world, and to sustain his 
faith a religious man is asked t.i deprive 
himself/if his belongings. Advancement 
is greedily craved by the crowd, and 
the religious man is cautioned to be
ware of secular honors. Pleasure would 
lead the earth to dance a merry step in 
her pursuit, while religion strikes mute 
the- tempting music and fastens still the 
worship rs' feet. The world and faith 
meet oil irreconcilable ground, the one 
commanding what the other forbids, the 
one cherishing what the other scorns, 
the one offering what the other reject s, 
and all the while the race of man, cool, 
calculating mortals, unmoved by senti
ment, actuated by business principles, 
grasping present profit wherever it ap
pears, man cannot cling to a good which 
the world proffers, which seems to be 
the only reasonable object of desire, be
cause he pauses to hearken to the voice 
of religion, which to outward appear
ances can give nothing that the fleshy 
heart craves.

Nor is this true only of the present. 
From the moment the warm sun ray first 
gladdened the frame of man with its 
cheering heat a mastering instinct forced 
the new made creature to fly betimes 
from the pleasing light and seek a shelter 
in some darkening wood. Wherever his
tory discovers the footprints of the race 
she traces the path man takes as lie 
winds his way from worldly pleasure to 
reach some shrine where religion is en
throned. The gods that were oftentimes 
adored wote only the poor creation

chiseled by human touch, but the fact 
that even idols held a religious domin
ion bears evidence that our most uncul
tured ancestors had in common with 
civilized man the ruling passion for wor
ship and the religious inclination.

Is this religious feeling a disease of 
our nature, a mania that bus crazed the 
people? Maladies yield to treatment 
and are destroyed by persistent opposi
tion. We have fought against the relig
ious instinct ; collectively and individu
ally we have struggled to tear the feel
ing from our being that, forgetful of its 
demands, we might throw ourselves into 
the mad rush of pleasure and grip with 
ardent embrace the beckoning joys as 
they fleeted along. Brainy men have ! 
weighed the question, declaring it a wild 
fantasy that we should bo religious. 
Prudent men have given it thought, say
ing the future would be brighter could 
men awake from the foolish dream. Dis
solute men have brushed the whole 
matter aside with a thoughtless sweep, 
protesting that no consideration of what 
religion claims must bar their road to 
enjoyment. You have struggled with the 
question ; so lias your neighbor. You 
remember well and can now recall the 
stages in his combat, lie was a Cath
olic, by the grace of God, though after 
his falling off he protested with sacrile
gious jest that he had been a Catholic 
for the same reason lie was a Democrat 
or Republican in politics, following the 
lead 'of his father. How he first came 
to drop away concerns us little. Per
haps the pastor neglected to trade at 

store, or be may have taken um
brage at something said in the pulpit. 
At all events he ceased attending to 
his religious duties, and as the plant 
which is unwatered dries, withers and 
dies, faith in that man's soul was droop
ing. With the lessening of faith he be
gan to value his reason. He sought to 
lead others away. The church was all 
very well for women and nerveless men, 
but for real men like himself there was 
no need of such nonsense ; indeed it 
was an obligation of manhood to de
nounce priest, service and all such mum
mery, and thus root out the impostures. 
He has gotten rid of his religion ; aye, 
but he falls sick, the despised minister 
>f God is at his side answering his piti
ful cries and seeking to comfort him by 
tin1 helps with which he had vainly 
sought to dispense. He had only given 
ether, when he thought he had killed his 
faith, for the religious instinct of the 
soul is undying. It is so imbedded in 
the spirit of man as to be a very part of 
liis nature.

Since it is not a disease, hut an essen
tial quality of our makeup, we should be 
constructed differently would we escape 
the necessity of practicing religion. As 
food is required for the body that it may 
live and thrive, so is religion of some 
kind indispensable to the soul. We 
have not as yet discovered the secret of 
doing without faith, as we have not 
arrived at the possibility of living with
out bodily nourishment.

We must accept this condition, agree 
able or distasteful as it may be. We 
might wish our lot were otherwise. But 
just as one who may regret that the 
body must he fed, thus forcing him to 
toilsome labor, withal works on, so must 
we, though railing at the dire necessity, 
lie religious, since without religion our 
nature is maimed and weakened. When 
we underst and aright we shall know how 
intimately religion is'interwoven with 
our well being. But understand or not, 
we cannot escape the yoke. We may 
carry it willingly, and it couples us with 
happiness. We may rebel against the 
weight which we call religious duty, 
and, as with a burden, we are crushed 
into woe by the very absence of what 
our nature seeks.
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Where God is, there must man lie if lie 
would know the happiness which his 
heart craves, for nothing here satisfies 
him, nor could lie ever feel satisfied till 
In; is in possession of God forever. And j 
so we look up to the heavens and feel !
we see our home and long to be with the 
God that made us. F.urlhly glory fades 
into nothingness when we think of the 
eternal and infinite glory of heaven. 
We realize that all terrestrial tilings arc 
passing away and that we are passing 
with them, and so good men put forth 
their best efforts to make their end 
secure and, like the apostle, they de
clare, “We have not here a lasting city, 
hut we seek one that is to come.” 
“Where," to continue St. I’aul’s words, 
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive what. God hath in store for 
tuetn who love 11 ini."

llow differently men look upon the 
future. Some say there is no future 
life; others acknowledge it and strive to 
prepare themselves for it, while a vast 
number fail to give God the slightest 
recognition, while counting presumptu
ously on His goodness that lie will one 
day bring them to Himself and to happi
ness eternal.

How many, alas, are without any 
thought or hope of lieav n; and for that 
reason satiate themselves with the things 
of earth ! Their appetites are glutted, 
their passions are indulged as far as 
they dare, they live selfishly for self and 
do nothing but what will bring them 
gain or gratification of some kind or 
other, for they feel that what they are 
to get must be got here, and as they 
realize life is fast running away, they 
run recklessly headlong to got all they 
can from it before death brings it to a 
long, last close.

Alas, how foolishly they act ! If such 
men would but look around them, view 
all the beautiful tilings of nature ; the 
earth with its bounteous products for 
their sustenance ; the heavens above 
them with the glorious sun shining by 
day and the moon and the stars giving 
light by night, should they not rise from
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these great blessings of creation and 
find the glorious and gracious and good 
Creator of all these things in an infinite 
and kind and loving God. Who has be
stowed on man these things for his mortal 
existence in preparation for an immor
tality of everlasting peace and happi
ness, and to cause him to love and serve 
Him and keep His law, which He hath 
written in every human heart.

How very fortunate is the Christian 
who has the light of revelation to illum
ine his mind and feels the power of 
grace to influence his heart and strength
en his will 1 For him God is near and 
he sees Him with the eyes of faith. He 
has the divine word instructing him in 
the way lie should go, and lie has the 
holy sacraments to strengthen him on 
the road to eternal life. Such a one 
realizes that he is not made for this 
world, but for a life to come, and he 
strives to live up to a standard of mor
ality that will one day entitle him to be 
admitted to God, never to be separated 
from Him.

But do not the enlightened owe a 
duty to the less favored, namely, by 
their lives of perfection to be an ex
ample for their instruction ? And this 
is what our Lord meant when He said to 
His followers, “so let your light shine 
that others, seeing, they, too, may glor- 
ify their Father Who is in heaven.”

In this regard should not we Catholics 
perfect ourselves by the frequent wor
thy reception of the sacraments, and 
then give example to all of the highest 
perfection and virtue, making God 
known and loved, because of our own 
constant acknowledgement of Him and 
our own perfect love ?

Is it not with us often as it is with 
most others always, that we are taken 
up so much with the tilings of this world, 
its wealth, its honor, its pleasures, that 
we lose sight, at least for the time, of 
heaven ? Do we not sometimes let the 
spirit of this world and its principles 
take hold of us, which causes us to lose 
the spirit and relish for the things of 
God and eternity? And so, like the 
mere worldling, we will run after the 
things of every-day life which evade our 
grasp, or if we get them, find that they 
prove vain and unsatisfactory and en
danger our soul's salvation.

Our Lord warns 11s against this folly 
and tells us we can not serve two mas
ters — God and Mammon. We must 
choose one or the other. He tells us
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Let us heed the words of our divine 
Lord and Master. Let us keep united 
with Him in these the days of our pil
grimage. He will be the companion of 
our exile if we will give Him our heart 
for 11 is abode, and He will speak with us 
and console and encourage us on the 
way. Finally when life's journey is 
over, we will pass to our heavenly home, 
to Hit1 Father, Son and Holy Ghost, our 
triune God, to live and reign with Him 
forever and ever.— Seedlings.

The Archbishop of Paris was at the 
Eucharistic Congress in London, and 
gathered fresh hope for the Catholics 
of France from the way the Church in 
England still lives after being beaten 
quite into the ground and kept there for 
centuries. The French people have 
their Bishops and priests, he said, faith
ful and hopeful, whereas it \va< the Bis
hops and priests that deserted their 
flocks in the English troubles. “ We 
shall not have to wait three centuries 
for our resurrection," said Archbishop 
Amette.—New York Freeman's Journal.
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what would it profit if we gained the 
whole world and lost our soul, and He 
bids us not to run after the riches of this 
world which prove eternal ruin to so 
many, bub that we should do good with 
the means He gives us by helping our 
less favored brethren ; in a word, that 
we should lay up our treasures in heaven 
by living well and doing good, where 
the moth doth not enter nor the rust 
consume.
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