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DECEMBER 5, 1908,

FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.

Second Sunday of Advent.

THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT,
id to them : Go and re
 heard and seen.” (St

late Tohn'what ) ‘.lv

In the Gospel just read, my
broethren, we
cal and important lesson. . John the
Baptist had been thrown mu. prison on
account of his bold denunciation of the
sins of those who were then in power,
His diseiples, it would seem, were losing
confidence in Him and in what H2 had
taught them. His imprisonment was
causing them to waver ; and so St. John
sends them to our Lord that they may
learn from Him whether He was indeed
what John had said He was, the promised
Messias, *“ Art thon He who art to
come, or look we for another ?”

Now, in what way did our Lord reply
to this question ?  Did He enter into a
long and elaborate argument in order to
show from Moses and the Prophets that
He fulfilled in Himself all that they
had foretold ? No, it was not by words
that our Lord removed their doubts, al-
though never man spake like Him, The
way in which He brought the truth
home to these men was by deeds. * Go
relate to John what you have heard and
seen ; the blind see, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead rise again, the poor have the Gos-
pel preached to them,” It was the
works which tne Father gave Him to do
whi~h gave testimony of Him

Now, the work of bringing back man
to God, which brought our Lord down
from heaven and of which He made the
beginning, is continued and carried on,
ginee He left this world, by His Church,
whieh He founded for this purpose. By
His Life, and especially by His death and
passion, He pure hased for mankind full
and wnnplc te redemption, inexhaustible
grace in this life, and never-ending
glory hereafter, To what our Lord did
no addition ean be made which is not it-

self due to the merits of our Lord's
death and passion, The only thing

which remains to be done is to have this
grace ap wplied to the souls of men, This
application is to be made by the minis-
trations of the Chureh ; in this way the
realization and completion of our Lord’s
work are entrusted to her ; and counse
quently, sinee our Lord went to heaven
again, the Church is for men in the
place of Christ, and has in her hands the
ordinary means by which men make
their own what our Lord has done for
them. It is in the Church that our
Lord dwells, it is through the Church He
works, it is by her ministration that men,
according to the ordinary course of God's
providence, are saved.

It this be so, we must all see how im-
portant it is that nothing should be done
by Catholies to keep men from the
Chureh, and that everything should be
done to bring them within her fold.
The Chureh has a work to do for every
man in this vast city ol oues. And how
is she to perform this work ? How is
the faet, that she comes from God, to he
hrought home to each and all 2 In early
days miracles were the most cogent
proof of her supernatu l‘ origin. But
although miracles are still \\lulx_ht in
the Chureh, they are l|~( among the
ordinary ways by which we can prove to
those outside that the Church
from Giod,  Arvgument, hi torieal investi-
gation, logic, are good ways ol doing
this. But men arve to study

comes

profoundly inounr tim w(?‘nx carry it willingly, and it couples us with
wayv however, and a ' hay -mm S8 We may rebel against the
ol ) | ight. which we eall religious duty,
ne w ! \ ind, as v burden, we are crushed |
ery ot un ,u " the very abscnce of what
Catholi h : ur nature see
themselves to be befo sof m
what the Chureh t w them to be
that by their works, which they are scen HEAVEN OUR HOME
wlor o hoald make manit
o O e are (1 passession of the |  Where God is, there must man be if he
truth of God. F would know the happiness which his

dear
are taught a vury practi-

chiseled by human touch, but the fact
that even idols held a religious domin-
ion bears evidence that our most uncul-
tured ancestors had in common with
civilized man the ruling passion for wor-
ship and the religious inelination,

Is this religious feeling a disease of
our nature, a mania that has erazed the
people ?  Maladies yield to treatment
and are destroyed by persistent opposi-
tion. We have fought against the relig-
ious instinet ; colleetively and individu-
ally we have struggled to tear the feel-
ing from our being that, forgetful of its
demands, we might throw ourselves into
the mad rush of pleasure and grip with
ardent embrace the beckoning joys as
they fleeted along. Brainy men have
weighed the question, declaring it a wild
fantasy that we should be religious,
Prudent men have given it thought, say-
ing the future would be brighter could
men awake from the foolish dream. Dis-
solute men have brushed the whole
matter aside with a thoughtless sweep,
protesting that no consideration of what
religion claims must bar their road to
enjoyment. You have struggled with the
question ; so has your neighbor. You
remember well and ean now recall the
stages in his combat. He was a Cath-
olie, by the grace of God, thongh after
his falling off he protested with sacrile-
gious jest that he had been a Catholie
for the same reason he was a Democrat
or Republican in polities, following the
lead ‘of his father. How he first came
to drop away concerns us little, Per-
haps the pastor neglected to trade at
his slore, or he may taken win-
brage at something said in the pulpit.
At all events he ceased attending to
his religious duties, and as the plant
which is unwatered dries, withers and
dies, faith in that man's soul was droop-
ing. With the lessening of faith he be-
gan to value his reason. He sought to
lead others away., The chureh was all
very well for women and nerveless men,
but for real men like himself there was
no need of such nonsense ; indeed it
was an obligation of manhood to de-
nounce priest, service and all such mum-
mery, and thus root out the impostures.
He has gotten rid of his religion ; aye,
but he falls sick, the despised minister
of God is at his side answering his piti-
ful eries and seeking to eomfort him by
the helps with which he had vainly
sought to dispense. He had only given
ether, when he thought he had killed his
faith, for the religious instinet of the
soul is undying. It is so imbedded in
the spirit of man as to be a very part of
his nature,

Sinee it is not a disease, but an essen-
tial quality of our makeup, we should be
constructed differently would we escape
the necessity of practicing religion.  As
food is required for the body that it may
live and thrive, so is religion of some
kind indispensable to the soul. We
have not as yet discovered the seeret of
doing without faith, as we have not
arrived at the possibility of living with-
out hodily nourishment.

v
nave

We must accept this condition, agree-
able or distasteful as it may be. We
might wish our lot were otherwise. But
just as one who may regret that the
body must be fed, thus forcing him to
toilsome labor, withal works on, so must
we, though railing at the dire necessity,
without religion our
nature is maimed and weakened. When
we undeestand aright we shall know how
intimately religion is‘interwoven with
our well being.  But understand or not,
we cannot escape the yoke. We may

be religious, since

Oan we say, my deat heart eraves, for nothing lll'll‘. satisties
$his is the oAso Lot us hi n, Nor « ould l.w ever feel satisfied till
85 1obk ab the faots as-th he is in possession of God forever, Ana!
Avs our lives such as tore . I“ we look up to the heavens .nfnl feel
those ontside that faith in and through ; We see our home and long to be with the

iah all mast hesaved 2 Let each one
question
t will be hereatter

sk himself this
what \(«ulhllxh

if he has so acted as to have shut ¢ 5
Vool abe life a single soul which | passing away and that we are passing }
4 have heon ved had he acted | with them, and so good men put forth
sir best efforts to make their end

and, like the apostle, they de-

and refleet | 10

s | God that made us.  Farthly glory fades
ss when we think of the

eternal and iufinite glory of heaven.

to nothingne

at | We realize that all terrestrial things are

, “We have not here alas lm'tlt\
but we seek one that is to come

‘Where,” to continue St. Paul's \\uul\
“oye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor

hath it entered into the heart of man to

" conceive what God  hat in store for
" g em who love Him."”
p How differently men lool the
Shanta f re. Some say there is iture
Yis life : others acknowledge it and strive to
h prepare themselves for it, while vast
ot number fail to give God the slightest
btise 1 ‘ recognition, while counting presumptus=
b B ously on Hi o it He will one
i lay brir ! to Himsell and to happi-
;" Y 1 eternal
: How many, alas, are without any
thought or hope of heavin; and for that
wate of : Y’-‘llH\ll.‘.l'i"!u“"\';\‘.\\‘Il:“lh things
Yol the wih to dacee a morry step in | Of ¢ wth! Their appetites are glutted,

ion strikes mute

still the

her pursuit, while relig
the tempting
worship 8" feet. The world and faith
moet on irreconcilable ground, the one
commanding what the other forbids, the
one cherishing what the
the one offering what the other rejeets,
and all the while the race of man, cool,
caleulating mortals, unmoved by senti-
ment, actuated by business principles,
grasping present profit wherever it ap-
pears, man cannot eling to a good which
the world proffers, which
the only reasonable object of desire, be-
cause he pauses to hearken to the voice
of religion, which to outward appear-
ances can give nothing that the fleshy
heart craves.

musie and fastens

other scorns,

seems to be

Nor is this true only of the present.
From the moment the warm sun ray first
gladdened the frame of man with its
cheering heat a mastering instinet forced
the new made creature to fly betimes
fram the pleasing light and seek a shelter
in some darkening wood, Wherever his-
tory discovers the footprints of the race
she traces the path man takes as he
winds his way from worldly pleasure to
veach some shrine where religion is en-
throned. 'The gods that were oftentimes
adored were only the poor ereation

their passions are i as far as
they dare, they live s shly for self and
do nothing but what will bring them
gain or gratification kind or
other, for they feel that what they are
to get must be got here, and as they
realize life running away, they
run recklessly headlong to get all they
ecan from it before death brings it to a
long, last close.,

Alas, how foolishly they act! If such
men would but look around them, view
all the beautiful things of nature ; the
earth with its bounteous products for
their sustenance ; the heavens above
them with the glorious sun shining by
day and the moon and the stars giving
light by night, should they not rise from
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Co., Ltd. Dundas, Ont.

Fibrin and Albumen,

A 11b bottle of BOVRIL wi
nourishing soup at a cost of 3}

Added to soups, stews, etc.,
feeding value.

-

The Value & Economy of Bovril

BOVRIL is a very concentrated preparation, and contains
all the stimulating and flavoring qualities of beef plus the

These elements give to BOVRIL its high nutritive value
and differentiate it from meat extracts.

YOUR DEALER HAS IT OR CAN GET IT FOR YOU

Il make 50 portions of good
cents a portion,

it Increases thelr flavor and

these great blessings of creation and
find the glorious and gracious and good
Creator of all these things in an infinite
and kind and loving God. Who has be-
stowed on man these things for his mortal
existence in preparation for an immor-
tality of everlasting peace and happi-
ness, and to eause him to love and serve
Him and keep His law, which He hath
written in every human heart,

How very fortunate is the Christian
who has the light of revelation to illum-
mind and feels the power of
grace to influence his heart and strength-
en his will! For him God is near and
he sees Him with the eyes of faith. He
has the divine word instrueting him in
the way he should go, and he has the
holy sacraments to strengthen him on
the road to eternal life. Such a one
realizes that he is not made for this
world, but for a life to come, and he
strives to live up to a standard of mor-
ality that will one day entitle him to be
admitted to God, never to be separated
from Him,

But do not the enlightened owe a
duty to the less favored, namely, by
their lives of perfection to be an ex-
ample for their instruetion ?  And this
is what our Lord meant when He said to
His followers, “so let your light shine
that others, seeing, they, too, may glor-
ify their Father Who is in heaven.”

ine his

wrd should not we Catholics
perfect ourselves by the frequent wor-
thy reception of the sacraments, and
then give example to all of the highest
perfection and virtue, making God
known and loved, because of our own
constant acknowledgement of Him and
our own perfect love ?

In this reg

Is it not with us often as it is with |
most others always, that we are taken
up so muchwith the things world,
its wealth, its honor, its pleasures, that
we lose sight, at least for the time, of
'ht‘ en? Bowe
it of this \4-»111
take hold of us,
the spirit and r
God and eternity 16
mere worldling, we will run after the
things of every «||‘ life whie h evade our
grasp, or if we get them, find that they
j brove vain and unsatisfactory
danger our soul's salvation.

Our Lord inst this folly
and l tells us we can not serve two mas-

God and Mammon, We
“h wse one or the other. He tells us
what would it profit if we gained the
whole world and lost our mul and llq
bids us not to run after the riches of this
{ world which prove eternal ruin to so
many, but that we should do good with
the means He gives us by helping our
less favored brethren; in a word, that i
we should lay up our treasures in heaven
by living well and doing good, \\IH‘:"“
the moth doth not enter nor the rust

consume,

of this

sometimes let -1\
wd its principles
hich eauses us to los
thing

'.\ 1 for the
And so, like

and en- |

warns us ¢

miust

WITHOUT

When

DONOR
ives t
185ing

the pores an

ing vitality

i n
TRt el 2t

/O/:’\/wc/l&_,

strong,

Horeules Sanche

Rev. M Hudon, P.P., Berthier, Montma
‘1 am ve Ty )mmv) to juin my num
munities who chant the praises of |

“ My sister, as you have
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The Sisters nl' Jesus and Mary,

‘It gives us pleasure to tel

known here we have used it with tl

Bronchitis, Rheumatism, Dyspepsia,

the throat, and it has even cured a

Apply OXYDONOR at home

—no doctor’s bills, It will serve a whols

Send at once for our frec Book
curing without medicine,

OXYGEN is natures great

gny Co.,
rous confreres and religious com

¢ has always proven fatal, r

CRESOLENE ANTISEPTIC TABLETS

A simple and effective remedy for

SORE THROATS AND COUGHS

They combine the germicidal value of Cresolene
with the soothing properties of slippery elm and lico-
rice. Your druggist or from us, 10c in stamps.
LxrxiNg, Miugs Co., Limited, Agents, Montreai, 401

Let us heed the words of our divine
Lord and Master. Let us keep united
with Him in these the days of our pil-
grimage. He will be the companion of
onr exile if we will give Him our heart
for His abode, and He will speak with us
and console and encourage us on the
way. Finally when life's journey is
over, we will pass to our heavenly home,
to the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, our
triune God, to live and reign with Him
forever and ever. — Seedlings.

The Archbishop of Paris was at the
Eucharistic Congress in  London, and
gathered fresh hope for the Catholies
of France from the way the Church in
England still lives after heing beaten
(uite into the ground and kept there for
centuries. The French people have
their Bishops and priests, he said, faith-
ful and hopeful, whereas it was the Bis-
hops and priests that deserted their
flocks in the English troubles. “ We
shall not have to wait three centuries
for our resurrection,” said Archbishop
Amette.—~New York Freeman's Journal.
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WEBSTER'S

INTERNATIONAL
DICTIONARY

Itisthe BEST GIFT. Alibraryina single volume, of
constant service and value to the bome, professional
and busines: pian, and thestudent. The workanswers
correctly all kinds of questions in language, about
places, rivers, men, names in fiction, foreign words,
and many other subjects. 2380 Pages, 5000 [llustra-
tions, Enlarged by 25,070 Additional Words. Useful,
Attractive, Lasting. Its accuracy is unquestioned.
The fival authority for the U. S, f,upl(m( Court.

Write for ‘‘ Dictionary Wrink lndcyml

men Pag .

Tus I Lm_.

WEPSTER S COLL"GL\TE Dl(TlONARY
Largest abridgment cf the International, The Thin
Paper Edition is a real gem of bookmaking unsur-
passed for excellence and convenience. A Choice Gift.

1116 Pages. 1400 lliustrations.
G. & C. MERRIAM CO., Springfield, Mass.
Remember the pleasure and benefit in owning an
INTERNATIONAL
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By the use of OXYDONOR any one can be made
unless some vital organ is destroyed, Can
you doubt such testimony as the following ?

P. Q. writes :

e, Sanche's OXYDONOR.

was dying of Bright’s Disease.
and it is well known that this
eoardless of all that the doctors
ery noticeable improvement soon
day she is well and has been so

*1 can certify that OXYDONOR is not a fraud, and if used
it will always prove effective.”
Sillery, P.Q).,

write :

I you that since OXYDONOR is

e greatest success for Asthmatic
[H\unlnl v, all sorts of diseases of

ase of Goitre,”
while

No drugs- no medicine
and never loses its force,

vou sleep.
family,
let telling about the Oxydonor way of

Dr. H. SANCHE & CO.

380 St. Catherine St. West =
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The Northern Life Assurance Co.

Tne N NoRTHERN Lire ASSURANE Co
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FIRST SEVEN Months of 1908 show a STEADY INCREASE over
same period 1907

INVESTMENTS increased over £100,000.00—-15 per cent,

INTEREST EARNINGS increase $5,000.00

SIMILAR INCREASES

—20 per cent,
in other Departments. SPLENDID
GOOD PRODUCERS.

JOHN MILNE, Managing Director

CONTRACTS TO
T. H. PURDOM President.

OLD AGE

can be made care-free and comfortable
with the proceeds of an Kndowment
policy
life.

of insurance procured in early

There is no more cerfain, safer or
better way in which to accumulate a

competenge for one's later years than

by means of Endowment insurance.

Write at once for particulars, or consult one of

our representatives located almost everywhere

North American Life

Assurance Company
**Solid as the Continent "

HOME OFFICE - - .  TORONTO

It Heats
All the rooms !
All the time !
All alike !

A continuous current of evenly
warmed air is distributed to all
parts, or any particular parts,
of the building, This done with
amount of coal which would be
wholly inadequate with any
other heater. There is the
economy of Coal, the even dis-
tribution of the heat, perfect
ventilation, absence of dust, gas

Jas. Smart Mfg. Co., Ltd.
Brockville, Ont.

and smoke and no waste of heat
in the basement.

Write for booklet and learn
for your own advantage all the
facts of the Kelsey system.

WESTERN BRANCHES
Winnipeg, Man.
Calgary, Alberia

THERE’'S NOT A FLAW

IN A PAIL OR TUB MNMADE OF

DDY'S |STBREWARE

Ask for Eddy's Matct
l DONAL D McLE AN, Ag\,n.. 426 Richmond St., London

SAMPLE COPY FREE —
- O’Keefe’s Liquid

Extract of Malt

Canadian Barley 7
Malt is made from

selected barley in such
a way as to change

all the constituents off
the grain into easily
digested nutriment§ ¢
adding hops to this
product gives the pros
perties of a nerve
tonic, inducing so

and refreshing sl
O'Keefe's L. |qu|§ Em
of Malt is made sol ]
with this ohyct in l

Would you like to have a sam-
ple copy of The Farmer's Ad-

vocate and Home Magazine ? ‘

THE

Best Agricultural
and Home Paper

on the American Continent. No
progressive farmer can afiord to
be without it. Published week-
ly. Only $1.50 per year. Drop
post-card for free sample copy.

B@y~ Agents Wanted. Address

“THE FARMERS ADVOCATE”

Mention this paper. London, Ont.
1261

and is the best mades
W. LLOYD WOOD,
ToroNTO
General Agent

RVLIER,
MENEELY & CO. &":.‘.‘nX ) N

= BELLS

The 01d Rellable CNUHC".
__ Memortal Bell- - !uol-lty. Meneolymfso:‘ndn. c L
searly 100 yoars ago. ! & omn
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