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mYEARIN FRANCE
XAlvan S. Sanborn, in The Atlantic 

Monthly.)

(Continued from Page 1.)
It bad beheld without waxing ex­

ceeding wroth a measure already suf­
ficiently radical, intolerant, and ops 
pressive, fade into insignificance bo- 
fore a measure still more radical, in­
tolerant, and oppressive^ the law of 
associations gradually transformed 
from the instrument of control it was 
designed to be by its sponsor, Wal- 
deck-Rouseeeu, into a weapon of 
suppression; the withdrawal of the 
right to teach from the unauthorized 
congregations, from the authorized 
congregation^, and from all the con­
gregations successively and the re­
sort of the ministry in power to the 
paradoxical extreme of violating the 
law for the sake of enforcing a law.

It had listened almost listlessly to 
unabashed proclamations from the 
ministry that the political disquali­
fication of Catholics and a monopoly 
of charity, as well as of education 
were a part of its ideal, and to bump­
tious threats from .some of the ex­
tremist members of the parliament­
ary majority that they would blot 
out churches altogether and set up 
an irréligion of the state.

It had submitted tamely to the 
closing of more than fourteen hund­
red congregational establishments, 
including those (for which it had 
well-founded gratitude or affection)' of 
the Carthusians who were engaged in 
industries that contributed to its 
wealth, of the sisterhoods consecrat­
ed to charity, of the Benedictines de­
voted to the care of orphans, and of 
the Christian Brothers, whose techni­
cal schools had won the highest 
awards at the Exposition of 1900, 
and had been openly approved again 
and again by the Chamber and the 
Senate; submitted likewise to the di­
minution of French diplomatic pres­
tige in the Orient; to the closing of 
mission cha|>elfj: to the proscription 
of preaching and teaching the cate­
chism in the Breton tongue; to the 
breaking of plighted faith; and to the 
flagrant violation of all the funda­
mental liberties (except that of the 
proses), and of the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man, which stipulates dis­
tinctly that no ixTSon shall be dis­
turbed for his religious opinions.

All these things it had seen and 
heard and endured without being 
greatly disturbed, otherwise than lo­
cally, thereby; but it could not sto­
mach delation.

The parties whose names were re­
vealed as district agents of the Grand 
Orient's information bureau,, and who 
were members of all the trades and 
professions, were so ostracized and 
boycotted, and even mobbed, that 
they were constrained to change 
their places of residence and business. 
Many were forced into duels, and a 
few committed suicide.

Capitaine Moll in, "the go-between 
for General Andre, the Minister ol 
War, and the Secretary of the Grand 
Orient, was forced to resign by Gene- 
TEl Andre, who hoped to make of him 
A scapegoat.

This hope being deceived, General 
Andre was forced to resign by the 
Premier,. M. Combos, who hoped to 
make him a scapegoat; and this hope 
being deceived in its turn, M. Combes 
finding hia position absolutely un­
tenable, resigned, to forestall defeat, 
while he still had a slender majority.

M. Combes ami General Andre paid 
the tribute vice frequently pays to 
virtue, by endeavoring to cover up 
their wrong-doings. They put forth 
formal, hesitating, half-hearted dis­
claimer.^, mildly decrying delation. 
But inasmuch as they visited no ade­
quate punishment on the offenders, 
and inasmuch as they accompanied 
their disclaimers, the former with an 
address to the prefects inculcating 
espionage under a slightly different 
form and organizing it into a highly 
complicated system, and the latter 
with a statement that many of the 
army officer^ were hostile to the Re­
public, that the army must be puri- 
fiedi and rcpublicanized at all hazards, 
and that ' no source of information 
should be neglected which could be 
utilized for its purification and rq- 
publicanization, these disclaimers 
could not be taken very seriously. T^o 
repudiate the notes of delation in one 
breath, and- to assert that they em­
ployed them only for the good of 
the state in another, was a proceed­
ing little calculated to impress the 
unbiased with their innocence. Gene­
ral Andre portrayed to the Chamber 
with harrowing details thq pathetic 
plight of the Protestant, Jewish and 
Freethinkdng officers under the pre­
vious ministries by reason of the so­
cial ostracism to which their Catho­
lic follow officers had subjected them, 
and announced his determination of 
giving the Catholic officers their 
turn at being made uncomfortable,—

retaliation were a motive for a mi­
nister supposed to be a statesman to 
avow.

Unlike Combes and Andre, the of­
ficers of the Grand Orient of France 
did not beat about the bush. They 
did not deny the charges brought 
against them, nor even attempt to 
palliate them in any way. On the 
contrary, they proclaimed, with 
frankness that would be. effrontery if 
it were not fanaticism, tale-bearing 
in the interests of the Republic to be 
a very rare and special brand of vir­
tue, thereby bringing themselves into 
a discredit with the nation at large 
from which they will not soon emerge.

M. Lafferre, the Grand Master of 
the Grand Orient, defended the notes 
of delation in the Chamber, and, in a 
document sent to all the lodges of 
France by the Supreme Council 
the third of November, the following 
passages occur :

"There is not one of our lodges, 
there is not one of our brothers, who 
is not familiar with the fierce cam­
paign carried on during the past few 
days against our order by the entire 
monarchic, nationalist, and clerical 
reaction. They have been trying, by 
resorting to insult and clamor, to 
distort the acts of which we are just­
ly proud, and- thanks to which we 
have helped in some small measure 
to rescue the Republic from the un­
derground manoeuvres of its eternal 
enemies. . . .

"And now. we desire in the name 
of the whole Masonic body, to declare 
boldly that in furnishing to the Mi­
nister of War detailed' information 
regarding the faithful servants of the 
Republic and regarding those who by 
their incessantly hostile attitude to 
the Republic have occasioned the 
most natural anxiety, the Grand 
Orient of France claims not only to 
have exercised a legitimate right, 
but to have accomplished the most 
important of duties.

The Republic is our common pro­
perty. We have purchased it dear­
ly, and Masons, above all others, 
may claim the honor of having caus­
ed its triumph. Without Freemason­
ry the. Republic would have disap­
peared long ago, free-rthought would 
have been definitely stifled by the 
triumphant congregation, and Pius 
X. would reign as master over an en­
slaved France.

"Is it not ridiculous to see our 
enemies treat to-day as contemptible 
espionage the acts by which we put 
the administration of the common­
wealth on its guard against the trea­
sons of faithless functionaries, and 
signalized to them those who were 
the best fitted to serve them use­
fully ?...

"Our activity is a necessary coun­
terpoise to that of the Catholic clubs 

Is the sleeping partner of a 
great industrial concern a contempti­
ble informer if he signalizes to the 
manager of the business in which ho 
has invested his fortune the malad­
ministration of some employees, and 
the intelligence, honesty, andi worthi­
ness of others ? Verily, words have 
changed their meanings in the mouths 
of the Nationalists, and for them 
moral laws have lost their force.

And who arc these Nationalists 
and those clericals who are trying to 
make it appear a crime for the Grand 
Orient to have performed loyally its 
duty ?

"They are the very ones who from 
the foundation of the Republic have 
by incessant slander and deceit kept 
away all Republicans from all the 
administrations, and more especially 
from the army, and have replaced 
them by adversaries of the establish­
ed order who are ready for all the 
coups d’etat and all the reactions. .

'And it is these men, who ought 
to hang their heads for their im­
pudent misdeeds, who assume a self- 
righteous tone to-day and charge 
with disloyalty one of the most loyal, 
most legitimate, and most republican 
acts which the Grand Orient of 
France has performed.

‘And it was before the cries of 
outraged modesty of such people as 
these that so many Republicans in 
the Chamber ( several Masons includ­
ed) were for an instant disturbed and 
disconcerted; so much disturbed, and 
disconcerted that no one of them 
was able to find at the opportune 
moment the fitting word, and no one 
of them was capable of seizing the 
occasion tfo glorify Masonry, which 
was being assailed by Its eternal ad­
versaries, and to proclaim in the 
presence of alj that it had deserved 
well of the Republic.

* Wo call the attention of our 
lodges, and of all Masons of the pre­
sent and of the future, to the votes 
of weakness, of fear, of cowardice 
cast bv a certain number of Repub­
licans who, at the very moment when 
it was necessary to present a united 
front to the unchained reaction, add­
ed their voices to those of our most 
irreconcilable enemies. They recall,, 
alas, the weakness, the fear, and the 
cowardice of the most somtire days
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« a resort to social ostracism . of Boulangism and of Nationalism.
as it ' -In spite of them, ta punishable offcnee, end the Republic baa

once more come off victor. Many, we 
hope, will speedily recover their self- 
possession. In the meantime, our 
lodges will keep an eye upon them."

L’Action and several other extrem­
ist journals, which take their cue 
from the Grand Orient, adopted a sh 
milar audacious attitude and indulg­
ed in similar utterances.

Whim the writer stated, a year ago, 
that M. Combes probably had a se­
paration projectv3"up his sleeve." he 
did not suspect that M. Combes, 
crafty as he was known to be, would 
be crafty enough to bring about a 
series of totally unnecessary con­
troversies with Rome, which would 
culminate in the breaking off of di­
plomatic relations with the Vatican, 
and would make separation present 
itself as the only possible course; 
nor that he would be crafty enough 
to father a project of separation of 
church and state that would not 
separate the church from the state, 
but would bring the former, on the 
contrary, more completely under the 
latter’s power. Nevertheless, this is 
what occurred. M. Combes did all 
these tilings.

He contrived to make it appear 
that Rome had deliberately violated 
the Concordat,—although he knew 
perfectly well that what Rome had 
violated (if she had violated any­
thing) was not the Concordat, but 
the Organic Articles, the force of 
which she had not only never recog­
nized, but had always protested 
against as a gross breach of good 
faith on the part of Napoleon I,— 
and he even succeeded in getting am 
overwhelming vote from the Chamber 
to the effect that this violation of 
the Concordat by the Vatican left 
France absolutely no choice.

Then, when he had wrought the 
legislators up to the proper pitch of 
vindictiveness, he broached a scheme 
which he called a separation scheme, 
but which was in reality a shrewd 
device for paying off old grudges, for 
facilitating the suppression of religi­
ous education, for making the prac- 
tics of worship as difficult as possi­
ble, and for defying the Pope; a de­
vice, in a word, for establishing a 
concordatory regime without a Con­
cordat. The measure by which he 
proclaimed his willingness to stand 
or fall was a bill of persecution and 
confiscation, not a measure of liberal 
tion, and was well characterized by 

Brunetiere as a measure "not ot 
separation but of proscription.’’ The 
liberty it claimed to confer was not 
liberty, but oppression, like all the 
liberty with which M. Combes ever 
had anything to do.

Among other things, it made the 
very existence of individual churches 
dependent on ministerial caprice, and 
stipulated that their accounts should 
be subjected to the Prefect, or his 
representative, whenever he might 
call for them. It forbade the hold­
ing of religious services in any place 
not built for the purpose and n6t 
authorized by the government, and 
abolished tihe right of churches to 
federate, qxcopt within the limits of 

single department,—a proceeding 
more distasteful and more dangerous 
to Protestants than to Catholics.

'The rich depaq-tments," said M. 
Desmoulins, apropos of the Combqs 
measure, "will not be authorized t
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lowing :
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With Girdles.
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Some trimmed !ace insertion; 
Others trimmed pleats. 
Perfect for summer wear.
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*come to the aid of the poor depart­
ments, and the churches the most li­
berally endowed will not be able to 
turn over their surplus receipts to 
a central treasury in order to con­
stitute a sinking fund. . . . M. 
Combes suppresses the solidarity of 
Christians. The Freemasons may or­
ganize and federate, a» they will, but 
the Catholics are denied this privi­
lege."

M. CJement, commenting on the 
same measure, said :

‘ M. Combes thinl«v doubtless, that 
the liberty so parsimoniously accord­
ed to the monastic . associations 
which were recognized by the law of 
1901 would be too great for the 
churches. He .imposes on these last, 
therefore, extra regulations, and, 
most curious of ail, denies them the 
right to federate except, within the 
limits of a single department. The 
consequence of this restriction of the 
right of association will be to de­
prive the poor departments of every 
kind of assistance from adjacent de­
partments in the maintenance of Ca­
tholic worship. Another consequence 
will be the Suppression of the arch­
bishoprics. As to the Protestant and 
Isroelitish churches, this restriction 
means death, nothing morq nor less. 
Having no more a common organiza­
tion, being no longer able to unite 
their resources and put them under 
the control of a central committee, 
consistory, or general synod, the 
Protestant cult and the Israelitish

White Duck Skirts, $2 25,
Trimmed with blue 
Or black duck. 
Ideal seaside wear.
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cult are bound to disappear. It is 
a fresh revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes with which the Bonaparte 
who directs the destinies of France 
strikes them.”

Thepe opinions are the opinions of 
churchmen, it is true, and as such 
are subject to caution. But M. Cle­
menceau, who cannot be suspected of 
tenderness toward the Church, al­
though he has held- himself heroically 
independent of M. Combes’s dictar 
tion, speaks to the same effect no 
less emphatically.

“M. Combes. " ho says, "would have 
it so that he and his successors 
might hold the clergy by the right 
they will have to turn over to or 
withhold from said clergy each and 
every one of the religious edifices. 
The ecclesiastic who shall have dis­
posed the ministry will find him­
self deprived of his episcopal palace 
or of' his presbytery. The priest 
who shall have opposed the official 
candidate in the local elections will
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be sure of his affair. His church 
will be taken away from him sooner

Many ancient and honored radicals, 
notably M. Maret and M. Goblet, 
have indulged in similar utterances.

While the immediate occasion of 
the withdrawal of M. Combes was 
unquestionably the tale-bearing scan­
dals, the underlying cause was the 
supreme weariness of the community 
with M. Combes’s brutail and intol­
erant treatment of religion.
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Paul Morton has written 
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Charles J. Bonaparte, of ] 
Md.. will succeed him on Ju 
Bonaparte is a grandson t 
Bonaparte, King of Westpd 
brother of Napoleon Bomap 
is fifty years odd, and a lav 

President Roosevelt hims 
the announcement of the se 
Mr. Bonaparte for Secretar 
Navy. The President said 
Bonaparte had not only be 
ed, but the arrangement tht 
to succeed Mr. Morton > 
when it became certain thaï 
ter was to leave the Cabin* 
UNEARTHED THE GREAT 

FRAUDS.
Mr. Bonapartq two yean 

selected by the President 
counsel for the G overrun 
Holmes Conrad, of New Y 
investigation of the pos 
JThe President chose Mr. 
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nothing more to be said e*c< 
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