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LIVE STOCK.

Bean Straw for Calves.
Editor "*The Farmer’'s Advocate’ :

As the large majority of farmers in my
district, as far as I have been able to judge, are
quite ignorant of the food values of bean straw,
I thought my slight experience on this subject
might be of some benefit. In most cases the
farmers who grew beans at all used the straw as
rough bedding, they told me, and one said that
he threw his bean straw into the barnyard, and
that the cows picked ovier the pods somewhat.
But what surprised me more was the fact that
gsome of the alder hands knew no real use for
this roughage whatever, unless for the bottom of
the manure pile.

A year ago last fall T harvested a fair crop of
Marrowfat beans (my first crop to experience).

Barns for

Planning the New Barn.

Editor ““The Farmer's Advocate’
At this season of the year, when you are
planning for your new barn, or the remodelling

of old ones, it is well to consider a few gieneral

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Upon examination of the straw, it seemed prob-
able that it might prove capital cow feed. I
met with negatives, but persisted in writing to
an uncle who had grown forty acres of them in
one crop. He told me the straw was of good
value, rather rich, and advised me to feed it only
once a day. At first the cows were over pager
for it but after a few minutes left it by degrees.
In a week, however, they were eating all ;the
pods off, leaving only the stalks, and in two or
three weeks I could only find a little wad of the
coarsest stalks after cach meal rolled up in a
ball. Only one cow of the eight disliked it to
any extent, preferring 'just the leaves and odd
pods, but the rest learned to like amd cali for it.
I gave them only a medium-sized wad to each
cow at a feed, just what they would clean up.
As I only fed the cows twice per day before, I
gave them this fodder at nmoon, as thev would not
like it as well after another meal. Upon feeding
it, T at once noticed an increase in the amount

of milk.
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By chance, one day, I threw some py

\ on sce
bedding containing some of the bhean %nlll&nc‘tous
the calf pen. At once the littler f(qloww Bin
menced N

stripping off the pods. I threw
more in and found, upon experiment, ¢y t
older calves left their oats and pulped mgt i the
times to get it. It proved its value at onc:, oy

Com-
80me

the smaller calves that wouldn't bhefore tak » Tor
rough food began to nibble at the stmwe t:r?g

developed a cud. A week or two and, they w
clean up part of the straw, like the cows r&‘:ld
did so well on it that I soon made 1t I;&Pt Gyf'
their daily ration. Urom eating it T mﬂnagedto
create in the calves an appetite for roughage &n(()j
grain which was of great aid in the (-h4xﬂ“)ness ang
success of feeding. I havig a few beans thig fall
acain, and will plant some more this Spring, but
1 will keep the straw entirely for the calves' o1
course, the beans were flailed, not machine th‘r&%h
ed, thus leaving the straw Iin a more perfect
condition.
York Co., Ont.

BROWNIE R. WALLIS

11 Classes of Stock Farms.

age or mixed feed, to feed all the cattle in one
or two trips down the aisle. A small chop hox
may be carried with the truck and you can mx
each individual cow’s feed in the truck, as you go
down the aisle. Use a litter carrier to clean out
the stable, this enables vou to keep the manure
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principles which should govern as far as possible
your plans.
First, take into account the
ment of your farm buildings.
conveniently arranged so that
time is lost in doing work. Consider also the
appearance of your buildings from the road and
from your own house and have them arranged to
give the most artistic and harmonious appearance

general arrange
They should be
the least possible

from this point of view. This is not only more
pleasing for yourself and family to gaze upon,
but may add many dollars to the value of your
farm, in case you desire to scll at any future
time.

The location of the bujldings should be such

as will give good drainage, so that the barnyard
and surrounding yards will be as dry as possible
Take into account the direction of your prevailing
wind and do not set your buildings where the
odor from the barnyard or pig-pen will be carnicd

directly to the house by this wind; likewise in
the event of fire, both house and barn would not
as likely be burned.

In planning your basement, have plenty of

windows. You
sunshine in your

head room and an abundance of
cannot have too much light and
stable; likewise do not forget to proviide for some

gystemm  of  ventilation. Ventilation has been
gadly neglected in the majority of stables built
in the past, which has resulted in damp, ill-
smelling stables, which are a menace to the
health of stock and an ideal breeding place for

bovime tuberculosis.

I favor the long, narrow harn with one or two
gide drives, according to the length of the barn,
with granary between the two threshing floors,

because this tyvpe of barn is nest suited to the

economical and most healthful arrangement of the
[f possible T would linvari

basement for stock.

ably set the barn the lonz way north and south,
go that the sun could shine into the bhasement
gtable, both from the east and west side,  then
all the cattle and every part of the stahle  will
get an even share of sun and light This will

help to keyp the stables sweet and reduce damp

ness and bacteria.

stahle  will

The interior arrangement of vour
depend on the number of cattle  yvou purpose
keeping. Where twenty or more are likelv to he

kept, it is a good plan to pul vour silo or silog

at one end of your barn and your root collar next

to the silo and feed-room Run two rows of
cows the full length of the buildine, providing
this 1S necessary  in order to hold the desired
number. By facing the couws {oward the centre
of the barn, a centre feedinge  aisle will enable
you, with a large hox truek, halding enough ¢l
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FEEDING PASSAGE &-4'WIDE.

STALLS FOR 25 HEAD OF CATTLE

at the end of the row of cows and
form a nice roomy box stall. By  this
arrangement you can increase your bhox stalls, or
use them in the regular way to tie up cattle.
Regarding trenches behind the cattle, have at
least an eight-inch drop from the level 'of the
stall. If the trench is too shallow the cattle will
rest in their droppings when they lie down. The
passage way should be two inches lower than the
stall level, this makes the trench only six inches
decp along the passage and is easier to clean out.

I do not like the sloping tremch as 1 have seepn
many a beast fall. by stepping on the sloping
side of the gutter. This fall may cause Serious

injury to valuable animals.

Rerarding the material for stable floors, cement
i3 most generally used, but where bedding is
likely to bhe scarce, some use square-sawn wooden
blocks in the stalls, so that the floor will not be
so cold, but the wooden block is likely to be
more slippery than the cement. There is a cork
hrick now made which has proven very satisfac-
tory for horses as well as ccattle, but it is
rather expensive The barn floor is  hest
floored by two thicknesses of one-inch flooring,
with ijoints broken so that dust will not go
through the cracks

above

After completion,
whitewash the whole
. interior of the stable

T N < and don’t forget to
paint the outside of
the barn. The $100

d gpent for paint will
ﬂ :;i | ! n make t he building
L4 g8 T 177 look $500 better
- &l amgcr I See Fig. 1.
FEEDING PASSAGE. N W. H. FORSTER.

Wentworth Co., Ont
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