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FARM AND DAIRY

of little over $4 was sustained. A few

months later 48 cars, or about 8,800
hogs, had been handled avd still at a
emall loss, This was due in part to
the system of buying that was first
adopted not proving satisfactory. As
800D as the method of buying was
changed greater progress was made,
and by June 30th, 1914, a total of 141
oars, or about 11,000 hogs had been
bandled, and the loss on the early
shipments transformed into a profit of
$1,034, or $7.32 a car.

In presenting his first annual report
to the shareholders of the company,
Mr. Carswell stated that as a result ot
the United Farmers having entered
the field, he believed that the farmers
of Alberta, irrespective of member-
ship in the company, had benefited to
the extent of at least one-half cent per
pound in the prices received for their
hogs, and never in the history of the
province had they been pald so close
to market prices. It was common talk
in the stock yards that there was not
the money in handling hogs there had
been previously. Before the United
commenced shipping the profits of the
dealer brought from $10 to $25 a car

In order to make it difficult for the
farmers to ship their hogs to advan-
tage the old ruse of paying higher
prices than the hogs were worth, for
the purpose of breaking up the farm-
ers’ shipping associations, was ate
tempted by some buyers, but not with
much success. Other difficulties en-
countered grew out of drought condi-

od

November 1, 1917,

somewhat by the time and labor 1m
volved,

“Our salesmen at Calgary and Ede
monton liok after the cars on thelr
receipt anc attend to the sale. After
the stock he.s been sold prompt returng
are made to the local manager and in-
dividual shippers of the results of
the consignment. The following is a
sample statement of the returns as
reported to a shipper:

J. Smith. May 8th, 1916,

CP 271269—Crossfield.
Crossfield Welghts.

10 selects , + 2,000 1bs,
1 sow 860 1bs,
n 2,369 1bs,

Calgary Weights.

10 selects ... 1970 1bs. $11 $197.00

1 sow «ve 350 bs. 9 3150
1 2,320 Tbs.

Less nsurance ........

$227.36

Less proportion of
Commission 8116
Freight ... 178
Yard fees . . 2R
Weighing ......... 23
Mgrs. commission .
—- 5.18
$32158
Add rebate of freight . 118
$222.74

Sales y.

tions, which for a while
the production of hogs, and through
shontage of feed led many farmers to
rush their hogs to market n an unfin-
ished condition. This forced down
prices. On another occasion United
States buyers, who previously by their

When asked if there were many dif-
ferences to settle between the locals
and the central over consiznments of
stock, Mr. McRory replied that there
were not. “A great deal depends? he
said, “upon the manager of the Lecal

operations had helped to
prices, withdrew from the market and
thus made it necessary for shipments
to be made to Toronto and Montreal.
On one occaslon a considerable num-
ber of animals had to be slaughtered
and marketed locally.

having in the
snlesmen In the stock yards. When
this confidence exists there is little
cause for misunderstandings, and
‘whatever misuadersiandines may
arise are easily adjusted. We charce
$8 for handling a car of hogs on con.
and $10 for a car of cattle,

How is Ci d.

“We prefer to hondle live stock on
& commission basis,” said Mr. McRory
to me, “and we use all the influence we
ean to lead our farmers to ship in
that way. We do, however, buy live
stock through our local elevator men
when this action becomes necessary.
‘We keep in close touch with market
conditions at all times and receive our
own telegraphic reports from the east.
In this way we are endbled to a
vise our local élevator men what prices
they are warranted in paying. So far
this year about half the stock we have
bandied has been consigned to us on
a commission basis. Last year out of
545 cars handled, only 176 were con-
signed us on a commission basis, the
stock in the remaining 337 cars having
been bought by us through our local
arents. It is not always easy, especl-
ally in such times as these, to secure
men to handle our elevators who are
also capable of buying live stock to ad-
vantage. This s one reason why we
do not like to buy outright if we can
help 1t

Returns on Sales.
“A considerable proportion of the
stock consigned to us is shipped

So far the Farmers’ Company has
not sent buyers out in the field to pur-
chase cattle, This phase of the busi-
ness was given careful consideration,
with the result that it was decided that
such action would be unwise. Some
idea of the capital involved in hand-
ling the stock sold by the eompany
may be gained when it iv stated that
Iast vear the total (hus used was
$411.990, the net proceeds were $605.
809, laaving a net profit of $3.819, or a
little more than onehalf of one per
cent. of the canital used, or #5 a car.
In addition to the foregoing $1.042 was
earned in enmmissions, making a total
profit on Vive stock handled during the
year of $4.861.

Chief Benefits Derived.

‘When asked what he considered the
chief benefits the farmers had derived
by cooperative selling, Mr. MoRory re-
plied that these were numerous. For-
merly it frequently happemed that a
number of buyers drove through a dis-
trict after stock at the same time,
‘This entailed heavy expense and con-
sequently reduced the returns to the
farmers, By the farmers shipping
direct this expense has largely been
abolished as well as the profits of the
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