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Mr. Abbott—I confess I am astonish­
ed. I am like Dr. Miller now. I am 
more astonished than he was, to think 
that any one would advocate at this 
time that we should let nature alone.
Let me give you an illustration from 
the dairy business: The Babcock test 
has eliminated from the dairies of this 
country about half the cows that were 
In the hands of intelligent dairymen, 
because they were eating more than 
they produced. It Is not necessary :o 
overhaul a colony to see how old the 
queen is. It is unnecessary to “count 
the rings on her horns" as you do on a 
cow to see how old she is. It is only 
necessary for the intelligent manipula­
tor to know that there is a colony, No,
22, that is not paying Its way. If 22 
is not, why 9 chances out of 10 the 
queen Is responsible for the non-pay­
ment. An Intelligent answer, It seems 
to me, would be to take off the head 
of No. 22’s queen and put one In there 
that you thought was better. That 
would be improving on what we call 
the “natural method," just as the dairy 
people by selection have Improved the 
Jersey cows until they have nearly 
doubled the butter-production of the 
Holstein herds. If they can double 
butter-production of the Holstelns by 
careful selection, can not the bee­
keepers and queen-breeders eliminate 
the poor queens and double the produc­
tion of the colonies of bees In the 
country in the same way? It seems to 
me we can. This Is an age of pro­
gress and scientific inestlgatlon, and 
we ought to take advantage of It, it 
seems to me. Take the heads off the 
queens whose colonies are not paying 

their way.
Mr. Taylor—I do not like to take 

up the time of this association In talk­
ing. I like to say a word once In a 
while, but I do not like fo talk so 
much. If you are willing to bear with 
me a few minutes, I will try to ex­
plain this thing that Mr. Abbott seems

to be entirely astray on. Now the two 
cases are not parallel at all.

Dr. Miller- -Correct.
Mr. faylor—I am glad you are with 

me, Doctor. They are not parallel at 
all. It will take me two or three min­
utes to explain why they are not par­
allel. Take cattle. I suppose origin­
ally they were In a wild state, and they 
had long horns and they were fleet of 
foot, and they had great courage, and 
the were rustlers. That Is, they were 
fitted to their environment. They were 
so cons ructed and so developed that 
they were able to survive under the 
hard circumstances In which they were 
placed. They were able to fight. They 
were able to escape their enemies by 
flight, when it was really necessary. 
They were able to hunt their food In 
difficult places. Now, then, suppose 
Mr. Abbott had some of those cattle 
and he wanted to develop them In the 
line of fighting and hustling for their 
food and fleeing from enemies, and 
this sort of thing. Would he be so 
particular about picking out animals 
that were not fleet and not fighters? 
Why, no. He would not expect to de­
velop them very much. They have been 
developing for ages and ages. The weak 
ones have gone down always. .They 
could not get food. They could not 
escape their enemies. They could not 
repel their enemies, and they have de­
veloped, I may say, to the highest pos­
sible stage of that sort of existence. 
Now take bees. The bees have not been 
developed as fighters particularly, ex­
cept what was necessary to keep out 
certain enemies, but they have been 
developed from the very first for the 
production of honey, because upon that 
alone has the existence and continu­
ance of the race depended. Now 1 
know It is against the generally re­
ceived opinion among bee-keepers, but 
bee-kepers are all astray In this over- 
lasting talk about Improving the honey

gathering qi 
can do a dei 

are develope 

a little somi 
creasing tha 

do it negatl 
those that ar 
themselves, a 
mistake In n 
not able to su 
and feeding 
them through 
sort of thing; 
tentlon to de' 
of right cappl 
of making W] 
way of prope 
making strait 
quite a différé 
could we take 
you we would 
In bees, for tl 
have not fount 
In these lines, 
ference to then 
white or dark, 
with it, only 
where they cou 
I had any infiu 
1 would have tl 
to doing some 
some prospect 
accomplish.

Dr. Miller—I 
Mr. Taylor fo 
(Laughter), y 
1 friendly word 
boltI think, swl 
the question, a 
followed and dr 
»ent still farth, 
raised whether 
'he bees to supt 
keeper to take t 
“ands. Then Mi 
important quest! 
t°o much about t 
Abbott and dead 
'or. that he can


