inate in such ways in order to get real
equality.”

“How would you manage, then, as to
method ?” asked Mr. Erwin, “Would you
have all the congregations to pay their quota
into a central fund from which the distribu-
tion would be made ?

«That is just what I would like,” said Mr.
Stuart.  “You see we follow such a plan in
part now—at least some branches of our
church do. The Irish church, for instance,
has a Sustentation Fund. All the churches
pay into that fund in proportion to their
means, but all the ministers draw the same
amount from it, and in many cases the Sus-
tentation dividend is more than the stipend.
Now why might not we apply that principle
to the whole of a minister's income instead
of a part of it ?"

“Why not indeed ?” said Mr. Erwin.

. “Butas Mr. Winstall said, wouldn't any

congregation be still at liberty to pay its own

" minister an additional amoun:? You could
" not rob the people of that right, su rely.”

“No, certainly not,” said Mr. Stuart, “And
1 presume there would still be inequalities in
that way. Bu: as the people would be edu-
cated into the justice of the scheme I hope
such inequalities would grow less and less.”

“Would there not be room for favontisi:
in the administraticn of such a scheme ?”
asked Mr. Erwin.

“Ha.dly,” said Mr. Stuart, “if the right
basis were fi st adopted. Each mi ister's
case would not have to be passed on separ-
ately, but as one of a certain class. He
would be a city minister, we shall say, and
that would give him a fixed proportion 1If
he iiad a family of so many children, say,
that would give another fixed proportion,
and so on. Get the basis right and I think
there would be no cause for individual com-
plaint. The total sum, and therefore the
individual salary, would vary of course from
year to year, but the basis would be one of
propottion, and not of actual amount.”

«Jt seems a feasible enough scheme, as
you put it,” sad Mr. Erwin,  “It it could
be adopted, wouldn't it settle some oiner
difficulties too, as for instance the too fre-
quent changes in the pastorates r

“Ah, you have struck one of our weak
points,” said Mr. Stuart “\We have far too
many changes. Many of our men are rest-
less, and keep constantly on the outlook for
a better position. Now if all were comfort-
ably sustained, that evil would be very much
reduced. 1f a man has to keep up 2 life
struggle for a pate existence you cannot
blame him for seeking a change. And there
is nothing that demoralizes our people more
than such frequent changes, and the elec-
tion of new mini T we
speak of would cure a great deal of evil.”

“And wouldn't the ministers -be more
secure, especially in the smaller charges?”
asked Mr. Erwin,

“Yes, 1 think that would be one of the
best results of such a plan,” said Mr. Stuart,
“Any serious disturbance of the income of a
weak charge at once makes the minister’s

i'ion less secure. Sometimes a man wiil
take umbrage at the minister, and by with-
drawing his subscription, try to run him out.
Now if the minister's salary was not depend-
ent on the offerings of his own corgregation
the person who wants to give trouble would
find his occupation gone.”

“Well so far as I can see, the scheme you
pro does seem just, and not at all diffi-

cult to administer,” said Mr. Erwin. “But

1 can imagine one other bjection that might

be made to it. If there was a [alla salary :::

every nan in your ministry, would you
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your scheme might collapse by its own
weight ?”

+The e might be trouble at first,’ said Mr.
Stuart, “but I apprehend the mun ditficulty
would be in reference (o the nen we have
already, rather than with  those whom we
would receive. What ought to be done for
our men who are without charge would have
to be serivusly considered.  But in regard
t» new men, we would be more cautivus
about receiving them  Every man inour
ministry would Fave a dircet interest in not
receiving any m~n for whom there  would
not be a very grod prospect of work. Anl
we would have more choice of men then,
with the result that we could take only the
best. Then if the supply from our co leges
should be fiund in excss of the demand,
we would certainly take means to reduce
the supply, and in doing so we would natur-
ally improve the quality. I helieve the ulti-
mate effcct would be an - elevatior 10 the
character of our ministry.”

“Well, 1 mnst say,” said Mr. Erwin, “that
I think you mak: out a sirong case for some
such reform. 1 hope it my be realized In
time. As you say the people neced 10 be
educated into the justice and expediency of
some such movement.  And the contagion
may spread to my own church, where we
need s mething of that kind more than you
d J-"

In such discussions our two friends found
much congenial intzreourse, and a widening
of the horizon of both.  The even: at
Briar Farm house were especially enj yahle,
when th: whole party would often sitto-
gether on the verandah, and enjoy each
other’s society, or watch the changing hues
on the bald hills, as the sun sank in the
west,

On this occasion Mr. Stuart had arrang d
to stay over the Sunday if some urgent duty
did not call him to the city. When he
could spend a Sunday here the people made
it a point to have him preach, and the resi:

gs

dent minister always invited him to do so.
It so happened, therefore, that Mr. Sinart
preached the next Sunday morning in the

old church where he used to worship when a
boy No one wh) has not had such an cx

nence can realize the tender
that crowd on onc's mind o
occasion.

It was a great day for Mrs, Stuart. Of
all the happy days in all the year this was
the highest and the best, when she heard ner
son preach with so much power in the old
church, and when she listened afterwards to
the admiring comments of her neighbors.
It was her custom to drive to church every
Sunday morning, Katie occupying a seat be-
side her in the smail vehicle. Then Katie
would walk to the Sunday school in the
afternoon. In the evening Mrs, Stuart did
not go to the church. It was more like
home, she felt, not to go to church in the
evening. Instead of doing 50, she would
question Katie about the sermon and the
Sunday school lesson.  On this particular
Sunday morning Katie stayed at home,
Mrs. Erwin taking her place in the vehicle,
The gentlemen walked. We shall not stay
here to discuss the sermon, save to say that
it was one of eloquence and power.

In the evening the gentlemen walked to
church again, and heard a sermon by the
resident ministe;, the Rev. Charles Edward
$ymington. Of this gentleman we shall only
say just now that his matter and manner
seemed to our two friends to be singularly
out of harmony. The words were good,
but they were not spoken as if the preacher
knew their meaning, or felt their power.
That undefinable something which we look

such an
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for in the man himself was missing in Mr.
Symington.  Possibly some explanation of
this may appear later.

On the following Wednesday our friends
returned to the city in renewed health, hope
and spirits.  Dan was hitc hed to the carriage
with all the slowness and solemnity which
Tim ustlly brought to bear on such occas-
jons. The greatness and importance of
such an enterprise was not discounted by
any lightness or lippancy or trifling talk.
And Tim and Dan always started in good
time, for there must be no show of impa-
tience or haste upon the way. The train
{or the city was due at Tandragee at (w0
o'clock, s0 Dan and Tim were under way at
twelve,  But Mrs. Erwin chose to waik this
time.  Stirting in due time, our three triends
arrived at the station o find the baggage
neatly piled on the plattorm, and Dan and
Tim actually contemplating the commence-
ment of the return jourmey !

(70 be Continued.)

-
Books Boys Should Read.

Child life, like grown life, has its troubles,
and the refuge is in tl imagination. Let
the mind be cxercised in the best books, and
the escape wll be into a holy land. The
liking for works of the imagination should
then be cultivated as a normal growth, not
killed as a weed. Besides furnishing us
with resources for pleasure and an escape
from care, the best works of the imagination
ure better than most historical composition.
They make other times living and real, and
are as little likely to mislead us as history is,
which by its selections and evasions, has as
often been the handmaid of falsehood as of
fact—history, which so loves the mountain
peaks and so seldom touehes the lowlands.
In the great writers, always and everywhere,
sin comes np for judgment beiore a jury ot
the peers of the realm, and righteousness
finds in some way, not always patent to usat
first, its reward. The writer holds the bal-
ance even. He has gone over the evidence
for us, and his decision is as clear as is that
of the chief justice. What do we care what
the Macbeth of Scottish history was, when
Shakespere has drawn the Macbeth of all the
generations?  The great writer is the student
of emotions, passions, principles, of which
wars and constitutional amenduients are only
the dry recorded results.— Prof. Morse, in
Harper’s Bazar.

Shoes for Home W ezr.

Too much care cannot be paid to the
dressing of the feet, and the same rule that
applies 10 wearing a _street suit in the house
applies equally to foot-wear. Heavy stock-
ings and boots should be removed when one
enters one’s house, and a more fancy stock=
ing and light shoe or slipper be substituted.
The favorite slipper at present is of kid or
patent-leather with a long vamp.—Harpe's
Bazar,

A very important difference between alco-
hol and ordinary food materials is that it has
an action upon the nervous system, and
through that upon the body and the mind,
which ordinary food do not exert. In con-
sequence of this only comparatively small
quantities of alcohol can be taken without
serious derangement.

———ee—

Give until you feel it, and then give until
you don't feel it —Mary Lyon.

True greatness consists in being great in
little things.—Johnson. '




