ALLOY IN RELIGION,
Belfast Witness,

We are all familiar with the fact that
pure gold does not work well, it must
be muxed with an alloy of harder metal
in order to stand the wear and tear of
praciical every-day use. Now is there
anyibing suudar in the realm of reli-
glouf Let us see. From the earliest
thues in the Church's history schools
or sects have arisen, such as the Mont-
aulsts of the second century, founded
on the principles of abstract  purity.
Liere were Puritans long before the
seventeenth century, there were reforins
long  betore the Keformation, Time
ana again a few earnest souls endeavor-
ed W restore a rigorous life. All of
them had a certain suceesy, Those move-
meats for Apostolic faith and worship,
Paun living, and humble holiness, drew
alter them a ocnsiderable following, and
!I\‘“M‘(l to keep alive the ideals of New
lestament religion. But as they tried
to work with pure gold, the gold of an
ideal without alloy, they never obtained
world-iwide success, nor a permanence
in human history, These purist schools
and societies and communions were grad-
ually reabsorbed into the prevalent
Church which contained sufticient practi-
c.ln,ll)lu and human alloy to render it wo
able in every-day ] average
oy yday life amongg average

Just look at a few facts. Every travel-
ler in Italy who knows his Bible knows
and sees that the Waldenses are much
nearer the pattern of primitive Apostolic
lellsllgnlt)’ than the Romanists, But
Romanism has mixed in with the Gospel
a great amount of other elements, both
good and bad. In the result Rome cap-
tures and holds the aristocracy and the
peasantry, politicians and professionals,
fine ladies and vil ge maidens; it has
greav corporations und large funds; it
has architecture, music, a: | painting; it
recognizes the many-sided human nature;
while all these years the Waldenses nn‘:
a scattered remnant, a select few, believ-
ing what St. Paul believed, and practis-
ing what St. John would have thei’n
practiee.  Nor does there appear to be
any probability that these conditions will
be reversed, so that pure Christianity may
p,r(-v.nl,iuud the great basilica of St.
lctvr'nng with Gospel preaching, and
the Vatican be the home of a poor but
l:mun Pastor. Come nearer home, When
(-ci)l:gl' Fox started his mission the Church
of England was dead ov dying. .\h‘lny of

l!le clergy lived worldly  lives—some
worse than worldly; spiritual religion had
f-ltjluvd to operate, and was scarcely vis-
ible

in one parish out of a hundred. F

and his Quakers, with all their liln‘i‘l?-
tions, endeavored to restore &piritual life
and Ppractice, and they made their mark
on England and the United States, But
they excluded musie, the regular ordain-
ed Ministry, and the symbolic Sacra
ments. So they never gained ascendancy,
and are now a fast dwindling minority,
!l might be supposed that the Presbyter-
fan Church would long ere this have won
universal acceptance. It founds on the
Word of God both as to faith and wor
-l_np, as to polity and practice. Its am-
bition has ever been to keep the most fine
gold pure from all admixture of other ele-
ments, It holds the great doctrines of
Catholic truth; it preserves, or at Jeast
endeavors to preserve, the primitive wor-
ship of the Apostolic age. Mr, Bryce,
historian and lrish Secretary, mid the
ohter day that a visit to the Catacombs
would convince anyone that no existing
modern  Church entirely preserves the
features of primitive Christianity. That
may be admitted, and partly it is be-
cause no modern Church can perfectly
reproduce the earliest conditions. But an
unprejudiced observer must confess that
Moravians, Waldenses, and Presbyterians
are much nearer to the original Christian
society than (for example) the Greek
Church in Russia to-day, or the Latin
Church in Italy and Spain. He would be
a hardy controversalist who should at-

_THE DOMINTION PRESBYTERIAN.

Yet ne-
Lier e Molavian nor e Fresbyierian
Comiuuinon commands hall the adnerents

tewpt o delend the opposite.

o1 the Greek or Laun Keigion, In lee
Jaud at one uwe the Presoyterian Chutch
was the largest Lrotestant Commuuion
Liere; 1t 18 not s0 now; why? A1 we visit
the Lnited dtates ol Amedca, that Liee
field, with no favor 1o auy, with v
Sta'e kistablsnmeut or enaowment, waeie
every systein bas enjoyed an equal chance
L0 WULK Oul ils oWl sucwess, there Fres
bytery stauds indeeda hign-—moruily and
intedectudady very high—but i numbers
aud popular vogue it 1s ouly third in taab
country. In kngland, as we snowed Te
cently, LFresbylery oulers many atirac
tous 1o kngushmen who like an educat-
e¢d and ordained Ministry, with sunpie
Scriptural worship, with & Chrstian av-
wosphere ot charity and good works. et
Vreovytery has a hard task in knglang,

and iakes way rather slowly. As with
C! o es, so 1t 1s with religious litera
ture swwsbup, and other thiugs. Lvery
wan wa a poetical faculty and lterary
taste kuows and feels that daukey s

hymns are very iunlerior, and n soume
cases quite unfit, for use in Christian
worship.  Yet in most places these songs
huve displaced not only the Psalter, bue
ahe best hymns of Wesley, Loplady, and
Ray Palmer, The pure hymn, like the
pure gold, does not get into such wide
use as that which 19 mixed with a con-
siderable alloy,

‘Uhe conclusion seems to be something
like this—The world at large 1s not yet
able to appreciate the pure gold, the pure
gold is not yet workable amongst the
masses of mankind, High music 19 not
enjoyed in the majority of populat-ons,
uor lotty poetry, nor correct and thought-
ful preactung, nor a simple Scriptural
Church Order, nor a pety, siane and
practical, without sensationalism. Well,
the Church of Christ cannot cons:nt to
any mingling of that which is cvil. We
must not admit, as the Roman Church
has admitted, mixtures of sheer Pagamsn
and Judaism. The Church must coutinue
to keep on the lines of New Tustameat
leaching and Apostolic practice. The
kask of the modern Church is therefore,
‘a very difficult one, But the cost tnings
‘are always difficult, and dthculty 1s a
spur to noble natures. The Church's
task is to hold up before the people the
purist and highest ideals of religion, and
wyet win the consent and adherence of the
general population. That can only be

\lone by a holy sagacity and sanctified ,

adaptation to the conditions of the prob-
lem. 1f the Church lays itself out to
imeet the wants and religious instinets
of mankind as mankind, it will become
the church of mankind; otherwise it be-
vomes the religious preserve of a sect
wr limited society., Christianity itself was
tin danger of becoming a limited Jewish
wect, that was averted by the universalism
wf St. Paul, who wisely taught its adap:
tation to be the religion of the world.
Some persons there are who seem much
too ready to accept such a limitation;
they talk of “the little flock,” and that
*“Many are called, but few are chosen,”
fand such like.
wms the ideal of a world evangelized and
saved, the Church must never sit down
satisfied with any lower and less result.
The very least we can do is to make
sure that the universal expansion of the
Chureh is not hindered by any want of

But if Ohrist set before

THE SADDUCEES.
By Rev. Robert Juhnston, D.D,

The fundamental characteristics of
the Sadducees, was thy they stood, as
a party, opposed in doctrine and practice
to the Pharisees. It is altogether likely
that they had their origin, as a party,
in a revolt from Pharisaic practice and
teaching. This revolt was originally
social and political, rather than relig-
ious; and the Sadducees formed, there-
fore, at first, a political party, not a
religious sect. The influence of Greek
thought and life in, and subsequent to,
the time of Alexander the Great, was
powerful in Israel, while wealth tlowed
iuto the land, with its temptation to
luxury and ease. The stricter Jews
urged a policy of resistance to every-
thing that gavored of foreign influence;
but others, both from a desire ot rest
and quiet, and, perhaps, from u desire
to enjoy much that foreign life brought
to them, urged a policy of non.resigt.
ance 10 their Gentile conquerors and to
their methods of life. ‘Lo this latter
party the Sadducees belonged; indeed,
it may be said this party they formed.

Politics and religion are always (ap-
pearances sometimes to the contrary),
and were pardceularny in lsrael, closely
associated. It becane, therelore, neces-
sary for this new political party w tind
a religlous warrant for its posiuon.
The Fnarisees appealed to tradidon and
the teaching of the rabbis; the Saddu-
cees, theretore, developed, as oneg ot
their outstanding doctrines, the rejec-
on of oral tradidon, professing Lo base
tueir beliefs directly on the writien
word ot God, though, as our Lord
showed, they sadly misinterpreted s
teachings and spirit,

in carrying oug nis principle, per-
haps also in their sympathetlc study of
Greek puilosophy, and in tueir desire
w thelr on w their
opponents, the Pnarisees, tney develop-
ed three distinctive doctrines, all of
wnem negations:

(1) Luey denied the resurreciion, per-
sonal immoralily, and rewibuton in a
future lite, (2) Toey denied angels,
SpIrits and demons,—in general, a spiric
world. () ‘Lney deniea predestinadion
4s IL wWas laugut by the runarsees, and
asserted the treedom of every man w
choose good or evil, and W WOrk out
nis oWn happiness or the roverse,

The infl of the Sud in the
state was due to their social posidon,
ralner than to tneir numbers, Their
disciples belonged chielly 10 the aristocs
racy of lsrael, and were in sympatnedc
ussoclation with the court lite. They
praised morality, but ridiculed the re-
uglon that found its lite in  riwal
‘Uneir own religion was negadve ratner
than positive, and, therefore, lacked the
life and warmth and power that make
tor growth and permanence. in their
prowest against roarisaic narrowness,
they had gone to the other exireme,
and had abandoned that simplicity and

of life b to their
character as a peculiar people, as God's
chosen representative nation on earth.
‘I'ney mingled freely with the heathen,
altected the culture of their conquerors,
adopted their luxurious habits, and
were prepared to submit without pro-
test to the subjugation of their land to

adaptableness and human work
in the means and methods of all our
Christian effort. That is evidently a les-
son which the Evangelical Churches of
the world (including our own) have got
to learn. A broader sympathy, a wider
humanism, ion in things

tial, the holy and wise guile of Apostolic
fishercraft that “catches men,” winning
all classes and all races, and building
them up into a living temple in the
Lord.

If you are a Christian, the devil will
never get in front of you unless you turn
round.

gn P With a decline of re-
ligious fervour had come also a decline
of patriotic zeal. The Sadducees, in a
word, formed a party among the Jews,
characterized by scepticism, indiffer-
ence and worldliness; a party whose in-
terest in religion was speculative rather
than real, of the intellect rather than of
the heart. It is noty surprising that in
the hearts of such men the words of
Christ, characterized as they were by
earnestness and reality, awakened no
response.

A great office cannot cure a contemp-
tible nature.




