What Shall we do Wit!s the Boys?

By John V, Farwell,

This {2 the supreme question of every good
mother's head and heart in the education of
per children whose worser half  as a rule,
does not trouble himso'f with such questions
any too much, He 1« too busy making haste
te be rich in Jewish ehekels instead of boys.
He may have forgotten the curriculum of
his own mothers training with the help of
& sturdy farmer who always had some*
thing for him to do, even while he was
tearning the multiplicition table, in more
ways than one, He does not imagine that
his boy most of whose cducation has been
tn the line of epending his  “governora™
money and hix own time in learning how not
to do things, can be anything but a man
with such a father and such luxurious sur-
roundings, which usually invite only waste
of character along with waste of money and
time, Is not this the explanation why some
rich men's @ons are ciphers in the arithmes
tic of life with no integers In front of them
to indicate power and influence upon soclety
and in the circles of business, church and
#ote? Honest work, beginning with boys,
{s more of a factor in making men than the
maost of ue are aware. No one, as an em-<
ploye, ean have any respect for himself,
unless hie conscience s clear as to having
rendered value recetved for every dollar pald
him, with a surplus to his credit of spent
energy In making himself indispensable to
his employer. This is surely wiat will make
him a partner in the business In hand w hen
tho opportunity occurs. Every large busis
pess center furnishes numerous nley
of thig kind o emphasize the valu- oo uu
ity to others as the most conspicuous ser-
vice to one's self, and every college in exist
ence has turned out world reformers and
business Kinge as the result of hard work
over the rudiments as well as the cap-stone
of philosophy, literature and political econo~
my, as well a8 putting them in practice as
men, while from the same environments we
can count who with equas eharces
and perhaps with more natural talents have
succumbed to the deadly polson of indolent
and dissolute habits which usually follow
each other, to nonentities if not
absolute encumbrances to society.

Yes, the boy that swecps the floor the
best will be the man that will always have
his name at the head of the firm in due time,
wnd the boys that never get
out of their chum’s memorandum books, will
bhe the men who become presidents of the
colleges, the railroads and the banks. Men
trust them for the r »n that they have neve
er cheated themselves in the great game of
life, where they assumed and bore respon:
sibilities in which, as in the brute creatlon,
the survival of the fittest is the law of God
as well as of men. Nay, it is more the law
of God with intellect and morals than in the
brate creation, as by this law it has been
deerved that man shall live “by the sweat
of his brow,” and “not by bread alone, but
by obedience to every word of God,” spoken
not only in the law of Moges but also in the
evolution of the stars and of men, and of
the worll we live in, wmt large, so that
there is no ‘use for not reading cor L=
1y and governing ourselves accordingly, Ve
en the boys who have been tanght that time
and the opportunity to work and personal
responsibility in their use is their capital
in trade, and we have the prophecy of the
men who will be honored in every calling of
life.

As Professor Drummond has said, “Love
i« the greatest thing in the world.” Nay, it
is the greatest thing in heaven, for God on
hig throne so loved this world as to give a
child whose “name (character) was called
Wonderful, Councillor, the Mighty God, the
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everla ting Father and the Prince of Peac .
Me was, as & man a hard worker in his fa-
ther's carpenter shop before he spoke love
and life Into the civilization of this nine-
teenth century, in voices that from Rome
to the present have had no equal, which une
der their sunshine has yroduced more men
to emphasize human progceos in every walk
of .fe In the last seventy yearg, than in all
the time since Adam began human history.
Paul was a debtor to all classes of men, in
that his work wae changed by “the seed of
the woman” from a persecutor into the write
fng of that love not on tables of stone
but in human hearts, making them “living
epistles’” of {ts power over men .0 work this
wmiraculous change in that history, which is
yet to culminate in the kingdom of God, not
as Professor Herron and his followers are
prophesying, in bloody revolutiogs of force,
but in first transforming character into the
ymage that Christ left in Paul and all his
successors in the work of love.

1 had & dream last night which will illue
trate the necessity of changing the down-
grade of thelr influence upon the masscs
into an up-grade. 1 dreamed of being in
vited to a meeting of so-called Christian tea
chers to hear a higher critie. He stood on
# platform before a half finished pulpit desk
made of hard burnt bricks. He directed
some of his co-workers to complete it, and
1 saw them with hammer and chisel trying
to shape other hard burnt bricks for the ore
namental finish, and they broke them into
all sorts of shapes other than what was
wanted, until in utter disgust the audience
(ox t his own followers) left the chureh,
tae teacher refusing to proceed until the hard
brick furniture (man-made creeds) that was

support his weighty manuscript, was com-
ple Curiosity led me to ask for the heads
of h.. unspoken discourse, which were, “Dig
the whole swallow Jonah? And il not, why
uot?’

Just then a graduate of a theological semi-
nary took the platform and began & territic
tirade against all churches (except the one
he was serving), and declared that they were
only Christlan in name, and that they were
bLreeding a social revolution of the masses
ol which the French Revolution was only a
small prototype. 1 said to myself he must be*
cne of Professor Herron's apostles, and then
wus suddenly wakened by a dynamite bomb
vxploded in my bedchamber as the beginning
of that revolution, and was much relieved to
find that all this was only a dream. Offering
& sulemn prayer of thanksgiving, 1 read the
thirteenth chapter of Pauls first letter o
the Corinthians and then a chapter in Prof.
Drummond s life, and learned there that vne
of these American Christians “only in name”
touk a course of study in Edinburgh, and be-
came acquainted with an infidel whom he
admired so much for his talents, that when
Gls course was ended, he decided to remaln
there until his friend became a Chrisuan,
He stayed a year and got his man, who be-
came a medical missionary, same as some of
Caul’s converts.  Drummond himsell after
writing  “Natural Law In the Spiritual
World,” was called a heretic—or a4 “Christian
only in name’ —same as Paul was, by better
men than any of these critics of American
churches, yet I have heard him preach the
gospel of love to the nobility in the Duke

f Westminster’s Concert Hall on a Sunday -

ifternoon, and in the night to an audience
of cab-drivers and highway and hedge deni-
zens, on the streets, and found him also gets
ting his men in almost every service to come
to Christ and not to man made crecds, cathes
drals, phylacteries and impracticable social-
istic theories for salvation, doing it by the
power of personal contact and personal per-
suasion, with solid truth as Jesus taught it.
Tho day for heresy trials is now past (may
we not hope) and the day for the honest con-
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victlons of such men tc be held sacred is
eomv, to glve them a 1ttla time to bring men
to Jusus for transformation of cbaracter, in-
stead of sending them to an illusion, or to
ornamental hard brick pulpits (or creeds),
with men In them for teachers who have
faith in nothing but their own wisdom,
whicl can claim only a real illusion (or delu-
wion) for its basis

1 give it up, whie at the same time I am
perfectly certain that they will never in tae
battle for freedom take any ‘letters to Gar-
cla” and that their inquisitorial attack on
the churches of Jesus Christ will only em-
phasize their real relations to the power of
evil, against which the church of Christ was
organized at a time when his physical cruci-
fixion was but the antitype of some present
work among the masses to defeat its pur-
poses by such teachers as see no hand of
God in present day civilization, but only the
hydra-headed serpents of Eden decelving
and being deceived They represent Saul on
his way to Damascus to put Ch ist's disciples
in prison, to stop their work of bringing men
10 Jessus for moral renovation, instead of to
the high priests of forms and ceremony and a
temple eervice which only meant sales to the
people of doves for sacrifices at a profit,
wholly mercenary, all of which was done
away in Christ, who paid ‘' lbute to Caesar's
government which crucified him, and still he
bade his disciples to “be subject to the pow-
ers that be” as “ordained of God.”

We can realize the wisdom of this injune-
tion when we remember that all governments
eince and before then have been, as a rule,
as good as the people who were governed,
and that the present governments of Great
biritain and the United Stat:s are the direct
evolution of the teachings of Christ to men.

If our Christian schools and churches are
not the real basis of their world-wide power
for good, we may be sure that the aggrega-
tion of such clements as Professor Herron
and his admirers wish to have melted into
government for the purpose of undermining
them, would only invite another flood—not of
water but of blood to destroy the race. Yet
the rainbow promise of God in Christ still en~
circles the earth, and the Union Jack and the
Stars and Stripes are holding its (ast colors
in their own, and will continue to do 50, until
God in his providence shall in his own good
time again make an Eden of our earth
through “the eeed of the woman.”

—_————

West Australian Presbyterianism will com-
plete its twentleth year of existence next
month, and it is proposed to cewehrate the
event by a ‘Twentieth Year Fuad.' Efforis
will be made to induce each merber to con-
tribute a coin for each year of the Church's
existence,
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Dr. Willlam Patrick, of Dundee, hopes
the time will come when no unqualifiel per-
son will be allowed to teach in the Sunday
School. Under the present system minds-
ters are required to go hat in hand to young
men and women whom they knew, perhapa,
te be unqualificd to undertake the functions
of teachers.

“Some people keep their religion as they
do their umbrellas, for stormy weather, and
hope to have it within easy reach if a dan-

gerous slckness  overtakes  them.”—Theo-
dore L. Cuyler, D.D.
Believers  differ  in physical powers, In

mental attainments and in spiritual graces,
but beneath these incqualities there is a same-
ness. All are sinners saved by grace,

The influential and honored men, in Chureh
and State, are not those who dream idle
dreams, bu  those who take active part In
living issues.




