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OLD BOYS GAMES.
Seme of Them Are Dying Out in Eng- 

Sand — " Ring Taw,” About Two Cen- 
turies Old, Replaced.

Many of the old-fashioned boys’ 
Fames are in danger of being elbow- 
et out of existence. The development 
of bicycling and the extraordinary 
absorption of the modern boy—not 
the speak of his elders—in football 
and, in lesser degree, in cricket, are 
killing many simple old pastimes, 
hops, hoops, marbles, buttons, and 
the like are not the playthings now- 
mays of boys of all classes, as they 
weed to be until well past the middle 
of the last century. Such toys are 
antall played with in the villages, and 
M the towns to a less extent, but 
their use has become increasingly 
limited to the poorer folk. This is 
somewhat to be regretted, for simple 
as are such implements, the games 
in which they are used call for no 
inconsiderable degree of skill on the 
mart of the players. Each kind of 
wace has always had its appointed 
season, and marbles come in with 
the spring.. In many parts of Sus- 
ax, by the way, boys and men of 
every age used to make a special 
mount of playing marbles on Good 
Friday, but no one has yet been able 
to give a satisfactory reason for 
this particular custom.

Games with marbles have quite a 
memenclature of their own. Every 
wee remembers the moving address 
of Sergt. Buzfuz to the jury in the 
famous case of Bardell versus Pick- 
wack, in which the learned counsel, I 
enlarging upon the villainy of the 
«designing Pickwick, pictured the de- 
eolation of Mrs. Bardell's once hap- 
P home: "Even the voice of the 
child is hushed; his infant sports are 
disregarded when his mother weeps; 
this ‘alley tors’ and his ‘commoneys’ 
one alike neglected; he forgets the 
long familiar cry of ‘knuckle down,' 
and at tip-cheese, or odd and even, 
his hand is out.’ It is a pathetic 
Exclure! The names of "alley" and 
“oommoney" may perhaps touch a 
chord in the memories of middle- 
aged readers. The latter, as the 
name suggests, was the designation 
of the commonest kind of marble, 
vasually made of burned clay, while 
the alley" was the white, superior 
ansticle, turned from real marble or 
adlabaster, whence was derived the 
manne. Both were used in the most 
popular game with marbles.

The "commoneys" were placed in a 
wing and the players shot with the 

Valley tors," or "taws," from an 
agreed distance, the object being to 
Eknock as many as possible out of

THE SCARLET TANAGER.ABSOLUTE
of ahyeihciststitton in my boyhood 

That whenever war was coming might be 
A spectre in the forest like a blood-red 

color’d bird.
Darting in and out among the leaves of 

green.

bo when Spring cams forth with flowers 
I and the earth was filled with glee.1 alnvost feared to walk the w o Land 

Like a started thing I scamper’d if 1 heard 
a creaking tree.

Or saw a brilliant bird upon a spray.

1 tho’t of crimson tunics, martial mus e in 

The gleams of swords, of batucs, o: the 

1 began to read the Bible, crept away for 
private prayer.

While imagination filled my mind w th 
dread. m w

Every one vague 1 ponder’d in perplexity 
Till all at once from fear I found rolesgs. 
For lay pretty scarlet tanager came back 

from year to year.
Not a war-bird, but a messenger of

Alas for poor humanity! How oft we omake mistakes!
A sport our beauty-blessings by our 

For whnt could be less warlike when tire Spring in gladness wakes
Than the plumage of a tanager in red?

°’ this hiy the and happy herald! How we 
watch his sportive flight.

As sprays’ his course amid the tang- 

He’s is lowing apparition, he’s a blush of 
He’s an ruddy spangle in the timber’d 

Let ton teuperatitions augur by our soirtet- 

Till their aigus,nd wonders set them 111 
To " he is a symbol of a coming golden 

Just a sparkle of the thousand years of 
—Charles Harold Barltrop, in The Globe.

S OF APPEvehedn. 1-1won . •tSECURITY I Ha If your stomach is upset or in any 
way out of order—if food seems dis­
tasteful to you—if acidity, burning 

' or fullness of the stomach prevents 
you from having an appetite—if you 
wish to eat and eat well—take, be­
fore each meal, a wine glassful of

J
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to guess how many. In Cornwall 
they call this -ship sail,” because 
the boy holding out his hand has to 
repeat the formula. "Ship sail, sail 
fast. How many men on board?"

But Cornish folk seem to have a 
marble vocabulary of their own. Miss 
Courtney, a diligent collector of lore 
from the land of Lyonesse, says that 
the- young fishermen In West Corn­
wall play a game called "Towns " 
and "Boys who hit their nails are 
looked on with just contempt, and 
and are said to ‘fire Kibby.’ When 
two are partners and one in playing 
accidentally hits the other's marble, 
he cries out. ‘No custance,' meaning 
that he has a right to put back the 
marble struck; should he fail to do 
so, it would be out of the game. To 
steal marbles is to ‘strakey.’ ′ Oth­
er parts of the country, no doubt, 
have their own technical terms.— 
London Globe.

you are young or old, sick or healthy 
= ==VIN ST. MICHEL GA Canadian Colony of Nesterians.

A small colony of Nestoriana, 
herdsmen from the mountains of Per­
sia, olive-skinned, dark-eyed, ner­
vous little people with quick, active 
gestures, clad in bright, variegated 
costumes, were recently seen in Win- 
nipeg station. Members of the old- 
est Christian sect in the world these, 
a religion which has withstood the 
persecution of the Turk and the 
Kurd for centuries, and which is just 
now to flourish in the western hem­
isphere. For all their lives mem­
bers of Persian communities, but 
speaking not the Persian tongue, 
born on Persian soil but acknowledg­
ing no loyalty to the Shah, these 
strange people, who, after suffering 
in common with the Armenians, have 
decided to transplant their ancient 
religion and customs, old almost as 
time, to the new and to them al­
most unknown land. Theirs is the 
language which priests claim Was 
that, used in the earliest period of 
human history, the language in 
which Adam spake to Shem and La-
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Simmons
Watch*the circle. The "taw" was conse- 

quently of larger size than the oth- 
care, as likely to do the more execu- 
tion. If the "taw," after striking 
anme orimore "commoneys" out of the 
*long, wemained itself within that

A Political Dramatist.

Chains__Mr. Justin Huntly McCarthy, who 
scored a great success as a dramat­
ist with his "If I were King," has 
devoted his energies so exclusively 
to the stage during recent years, 
says an English exchange, that his 

long time ago, eithoucnhe is still mech, andby shem to Abraham and 
In years - comparatively young Isaac. The words "Talitha cumi,” 
man, and in appearance an absolute 
youth. He had only recently emerg­
ed from his legal minority when he 
joined his father in the House of 
Commons. Although he spoke but 
seldom, he wrote, a good deal at 
Westminster. He also engaged in 
controversy, and crossed swords 

Mclavevs’terine 1 • with the late Sir Charles Gavan Duf-
=.15 
guati value. The choicest specimens I was honorable or otherwise. Mitchel 

and Duffy, fellow-leaders of the ‘48 
rebellion in Ireland, subsequently be­
came violent opponents and made 
furious literary assaults upon each 
other. Mr. McCarthy championed the 
integrity of Mitchel. It was as the

magic circle, it was technically 
"lead," and its owner was out of 
the game unless his "taw" was acci- 
mentally (or designedly by a partner) 
knocked out- of the circle again. 
Rhys usually had a recognized table 
cot exchange. One "alley" was 
worth six or more "commoneys." 
The latter had different names in dif- 
ratent places, such as "stoneys" and 
"potteys"— the names usually denot- 
W some slight difference in quality. 
One "stoney" was worth two or 
three "potteys." Other names for 
common varieties were "crockeries"

Are gold filled, solid gold 
outside. You cannot 
tell them from all gold 
chains unless you cut 
the links—except by 
the difference in price. 
A fine assortment in the 
newest-patterns is here 
at the -

1spoken by the Saviour, have exactly 
the same meaning in the speech of 
these people to-day, and they firmly 
believe that they have the very lang- 
uage spoken by Adam, written by 
the angel on the wall at Belshaz- 
zar’s feast, and spoken by Christ 
during His sojourn on earth. They, 
too, have land selected near the site 
of the Barr colony, in the Saskatch­
ewan district. Twenty of them were

...WHEN YOU WANT...

XT CARS, Y SLINGS, 
• A FORKS.

Or anything in the, hay line go to A. H. PATTERSON, Chat­
ham. The New Myer’s Unloaders are the latest 
and surest working Hay Cars manufactured. It is 2 stronger 
and easier unloader than any car sold. Do not fail to see our 
Pulleys, End Trips, Long Slings, Centre Trip Slings and Hay 
Forks. All sizes at lowest possible prices. Call and see them 
before you purchase elsewhere at A. H. Patterson’s as his 
goods are the latest and best.

SIGN or BIG CLOCK.sent ahead last winter to spy out 
the land, and these, after a hard sea­
son’s work, were found to have en­
dured the climate so well that a 
large emigration has begun. The 
men who brought this lot on are re-

were known as "blood alleys," be- 
cause they were marked with spots 
er streaks of re6. DR. GE 

HO 
FIFTH ST.

OSTEOI

A. A. JORDThis game of "taw," or "ring 
saw,” is at least two centuries old. 
In The Tatler of Dec. 27, 1709, 
(Steele speaks of one who "passed

turning to Europe and expect to 
have a party of four hundred ready 
to come next spring. The leader 
hopes in time to secure homes for 
one thousand of his people near Dat- 
tleford. The Nestorians are cleanly, 
intensely religious and hard-working, 
and will make excellent settlers. A

writer of a political light comedy. 
"The Candidate," in which Sir Char­
les Wyndham made a notable hit, 
that Mr. McCarthy made his debut 
as a dramatist.

many of his hours with the little 
Moorish boys at a game of marbles 
met unlike our modern taw." Later, 
Churchill, in The Candidate, wrote: 
:To whip a top, to knuckle down at 
daw;” and Cowper, in his "Tirocini- 
warm," -described the return of a man 
the tils old school, where his heart is 
touched to find on—
“—The wall on which we tried our graving 

skill,
‘The very name we carved subsisting still;1 
"The bench on which we sat while deep em- 

ployed,
‘Chough mangled, hacked, and hewed, not 

yet destroyed;
‘The little ones, unbuttoned, glowing hot, 
EPhaying out games, and on the very -spot, 
ashappy as we once, to kneel and draw 
"The chalky ring, and knuckle down at

taw."
The "taw" seems to have been 

enriginally the name for the marked 
Bime from which the players shot at 
the marbles in the ring; then the 
aame was given to the game itself, 
and lastly, in the shape of "alley 
daw.’ or "alley tor," to the large 
amarbles which play so important a 
part in the game in the hands (or, 
rather, on the knuckles) of a dex- 
serous shot. An expert player shoots 
this "taw" so that describing a curve 
nit falls directly on to the marble 
smithed at, driving it and possibly 
«others out of the ring itself re- 
Wenanding or cannoning from it with 
sufficient force / to be also Carried 
without the ring.

Another game which seems almost 
the have died out in the neighbor- 
thood of London is “hole and taw" 
•sc "three holes" or "knucks." .The 
Tholes, three in a line, are about six 
car eight feet apart, and either twice 
ear three times up and down is the 
agame. Whoever completes it first is 
who winner, the players having pow- 
ear to drive one another way as in 
ecrequet, which game "knucks" re- 
esembles in several respects. This 
three-hole game is still highly popu- 
Dar in the North of Ireland. Loafing 
"oorner boys" and carmen waiting 
for a fare can be seen playing it any 
«ay in Belfast. Another game with I 
marbles is "chuck-taw," in which one 
May throws his marble or "taw" a 
ward or two in front of him; the 
mext "chucks" his marble at the one 
ohrown down, and if he hits it he has 
•another turn, but if he misses, the 
first player picks up his marble and 
“"chucks’’ it in turn at his oppon- 
cent’s, and so the game carries the 
players along the road. A guessing 
sgame is : played with marbles, as 
with many other things. One boy 
clives into his pocket and brings out- 
saw many marbles as he likes, and, 
Holding out his closed fist, palm I 
downward, challenges his opponent

COOPER’S SPEC• H. PATTERSON
3 Doors East of Market. CHATHAM.

number of the younger boys in the 
party have already been, engaged as 
household servants, beginning at 
once to solve one of the problems of 
the coun ry.

Examination 
opposite 
a.m., 1 to
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He—There have been times in my 
life when I was tempted to commit 
suicide. ...BOOKSTORE...

JUST RECEIVED 

500 Novels
She- —O, well; it is no use to grieve

over the past. We can all look back A Painting by Murillo.
Mr. J. F. Thompson of Toronto 

tells the following story of his 
painting by Murillo, so far as he 
knew its history: "The painting came 
to this country in 1832. It was 
brought to America by a colonel in 
the British army by the name of 
Johnston. The painting was sent 
back twice to find out who painted 
it. Each time it was sent back with 
the statement that it was the work 
of an amateur. When Col. Johnston 
died, the paintings which he had 
Were sold. This painting was sent 
to an artist's studio in Canada. 
There it remained for years. When 
the art taste of Canada was some­
what advanced, the painting was 
displayed at an art exhibition. The 
first day that it was exhibited the 
artist was ordered to remove It 
from the exhibition. It remained in 
the artist's studio until the gentle­
man I bought it from saw it." Mr. 
Thompson refuses to give the name 
of the man he bought it from.
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ESI
A Rembrandt la Canada.

The News of St. John’s, Quebec, is 
authority for the statement, of con­
siderable interest to art lovers that 
the Rev. Edward Smiley of Water­
loo is the fortunate possessor of a 
genuine Rembrandt. It was painted 
about 1630-40, and represents Ju­
dith holding a sword in the right 
hand and the head of the Assyrian 
General Holofernes in the other. The 
painting came to the reverend gent- 
Neman by inheritance from his mo­
ther, whose family were possessors 
of it for many years.
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BAKING
Give your wife a chance 

and she'll bake bread like 
that mother used to make.

For rolls and biscuits- 
that require to be baked 
quickly there’s nothing like 
Gas.

Mrs. Theo. Newell, Argyle Sound, N.S., 
expresses her opinion of this wonderful 
blood remedy in the following letter:

"It is with the greatest gratitude 
that I can testify to the wonderful cur- 
ative powers of Burdock Blood Bit. 
ters. For years my husband suffered 
terribly with Erysipelas and Salt Rheum. 
He was so bad at times that he could no 
sleep on account of the itching and burn, 
ing. He had been under the care of six 
different doctors, but they failed to do him 
any good. I had read different times of 
the wonderful cures being made by Bur­
dock Blood Bitters, so advised him to give 
it a trial. He did so, and after taking five 
bottles was cured without a doubt. I 
Would strongly advise any person troubled 
with blood disorders to give B.B.B, a fair 
trial for I am sure it will cure them.”

-------- AT THE --------

Canada Flour Mills Co., Limited.
GOLDENVINE PEAS, JAPANESE BUCKWHEAT,

- MAMMOTH CLOVER, 
RED CLOVER, TIMOTHY.
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THE 
GlWon Journalistic Prize.

Sir Sandford Flemings prize oi 
$250 for the best essay on "What 
can the Universities do for Journal 
ism" has been won by Mr. A H. U 
Colquhoun, of The Toronto News, 
and Mr. William Houston wins sec­
ond prize. It is gratifying to see 
that the winner is a working journ- 
alist, whose ideas on the subject are 
informed by practical experience. As 
a graduate of McGill Mr. Colquhoun 
is posted both in newspaper and uni- 
varsity work.

The Canada Flour Mills Co., Limited 
CHATHAM, Ontario. ÀT THE 

GIBTHE CHATHAM GAS CO 
Limited.
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