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Intercourfe of his Friends, until the promifed Inquiry fliould

remove the Stigma of the vague Imputations and Calumny.

It was in this gloomy Retirtment that he firll difcovered the

clandelline Proceedings carrying on againft him

—

a Fabri-

tttiitn and Forgiry, formally addrcfled to, received and

«fted upon by, Lord Sydney—a Communication of which

had been refufid to the Colonial Chief Jullice— a Copy

whereof had been promifed, bat had not been tranfmitted

to him, was put into his Hands by a Gentleman, whom Mr.

Hurd had requefted to ufe it for a calumnious Purpofc.

Thereupon, having urged with redopbled Ardour in the

Secretary of State's Office for the promifed Copies of the

alleged Complaints—7J<> imri hoi to iffound! The Under

Secretary, pointing at a Delk in the Office, faid " if he

" could tell what Clerk or MelTenger had taken them from

" thence, he Oiould immeditately be difmifled." DesBarres

c^rvea that, the fame had been put into Circulation by

Mr. Hurd for the pad Two Years, and perhaps were at

that very Inllant circulating. The Under Secretary of State

pretended that " it might only be a Copy which Mi. (lurd

•• had rtciived from Colonel Torke." Some time after (in

Auguft 1788) being informed that the faid Mr. Hurd was

about to leave the Kingdom, DesBarrcs, having formally

moved for his Detention in order to be confronted, was

verbally anfwered, " You mull ruin Mr. Hurd, or Mr.

" Hurd mull ruin you." [P 54. N 250 to 257].

Mortified at the Treatment and infuperable Delays in

Lord Sydney's Office, DesBarrcs, [in December 1788] re-

quefted of his Lordlhip the Honour of a private Confe-

rence. Upon Expollulation, Lo.d Sydn'^y was pleafed to

exprefs an Intention, after the Settlement of the Accounts

at the Treafury, of recommending him for " fome

"Mark oftht Ryal Favour"—and his Lordlhip, defiring

to know what were his Expcdations, having appointed

a certain Day for invelligating and giving an Opinion on

the CtSt, he accordingly fubmitted his Claim to Riparaiim

eflnjuriti, Paymmt, and Compenfation. No Invelligation, nor

Decifion, took place. [P 54. N 253, 258, 260 to 1&2].

A Report on the Account rendered (amounting to

£ig,^yg lis. od.) was fent to theTreafuryj in February

1789, [P. 55. N. 259].

Mr. Hurd (on the 22d March 1789) on being qucllioned

in refpeA to \he Complainli, w lich he had in iyi6, for-

mallj dtlivertd into the Secretarjf of State's Office under ih

mm and ten other Subfcriptions, having confejed, in the

prefence of Lord Sydney, of his Lordfhip's Two Under

Secretaries, and of DesBarrcs, that " it could not fupport

" lit Chargti thtrtin." DesBarres pointed out, among the

forgtd Sui/i-rifiioni, the Name of a P^rfon, who then hap-

pened to be in London and had declared, " he would fulFcr

" hii Haitd to be cut off, rather than put it to fuch an

" abominable Piece of Paper," and propofed to bring him

before Lord Sydney. His Lordlhip declined to fee him.

[P 56 N 263 to 266, 269, 270.]

DesBarres afliduous Solicitations at the Treafury bad

been anfwered with general Expicflions of regret at the De>

lays. It was alleged that " Lord Sydney's Reports were

" fo vague and indeciftve that the Office could not polTibly

" proceed in the Bulinefs, and that it were abfolutely necef.

" fary it jhould undergo Mr. Pitt's own thorough Examina-

" tion." DesBarres humbly requefled a Communication of

thefe Reports, or to be furnilhed with Extracts of the

Objeilions alleged therein againft hi^ Claim, in order to

refiite the fame. The Requeft was refufed. [P 56. N 267].

At an Interview appointed by Lord Sydney on the [ft

•f June 1789, DesBarres, having Adverted to the Pei-

plexitics iifciihcJ at the Treafury to the Reports on tlie

Accounts, lami-'nting the Efl'cifls of Infertions therein, un-

di'fcrvingly fanfiionrd by his Lordfiiip's Official Authority,

humbly and earncftly moved to his Lotdlhip'i Feelings the

Ncceffity of no longer delaying ferioully to inquire into the

Affjirs refpcftiiig His Majefty's Colony of Cape Breton

—

the Adminidration of which had unhappily been entrult-

ed into the Hands of the Authors of the Fabrication

and Forgery impofed on Government, whofe Proceedings,

fince his Abfcnce, had been reprefented to Jus Lordlhip.

Lord Sydney, in Conclufion, was plcifed to fiiy, that,

" on that very Day he would make Inquitiea at his Ofiice

" and fent to the Treafury about the Bufinefs." On Det
" Barres raqucfting to be informed when he fltould attend

for a Refult, his Lordlhip replied, that " he would fend to

" him within Four Days." In this Interviil, Lortl Sydqty

quilted tlie Office of Secretary of State, and did not liuid.

[P 56. N 268, 271 to 281, 283, 284.]

The Secretary of the Treafury, in September 1.789,

demaaded " a Lift of the Holders of Bills drawn hjy Daa
" Barres in the Courfe of carrying on the Public Service,

" together with a Defcription of the feveial Buildiofa

"erefiedin Cape Breton by his Orders, in order that .he

-

" might write to Governor Maca.m'.ck agreeahjy to

"the Inftruflions he had received from Mr.PitC."—

~

Among the Proceedings which had taken place jince Des
Barres' Departure fx&^i the Colony, it had been reprefent-

ed in the. JlegiiuBg of the Month of March preceetling to

HisMijefty'h MiMlld, that, Mr. Macxrmick in Conjunc-

tion .^ri^h hiii Couucillors [chiefly compofed of the Aathon
of the >b9vemfsRti«iDed Fabrication and Forgery] had
feixedm Mid plitudered OeiBurres' Property in Cape Breton.

[P ,6. N 271 to 184,]. The Report, which they may: have

returned! !S>r Mr. Pin's Ufe to form an Opinion of, and
decide on, DesJUwuft'i Claim, has not been communicated

to him—But from #.general View of the unreprefti:d Pro-

ceedings on the Spot, which have nearly accomplilhed tlte

Ruin of His Majefty's Colony, as well .as of DesBarres' op-

preffive Treatment at Home, the moft indelible Proofs of

the undiminilhed Operation rof a, funilar Influence. to thii

Day are evident.

Having complied with the above Requifltion, Do*
Barres was, Ihortly thereafter, diredled to attend at tho

Treafury, where, Mr. Steele, having, in the Courfe of
fevefal Days' Examination and Invelligatiuq, gone through

a Scrutiny of the Accounts and minutely compared the

Vouchers with the refpeilive Articles of Charge, exprelled

his SatisfaAioo thereof, and declared, that;, " he would
" report to Mr. Pitt accordingly, and propofe a Sum of
" Money to be ifl'ued, in the mean time, to allay the Im-
" fatience of the moft clamourous Creditors, until the Ac-
" counts might be finally liquidated." [P 61. N 282, aSj

to 288.]

Accordingly, the Lords of His Majetty's Treafury were

pleofed, in December 1789, to place the Sum of /10,00a
in the Hands of Bankers, and to iltue Inltiuflioiu to then
" to di&harge fundry Bills, diawn by Xjeuteuant Go-
" vcrnor DesBarres in the Coorfe of hit carrying on the
" Public Service in Capo Breton— direfling an Allowance
" to be »4d« to tlie Holders of the Bills for Ntiing, Pr$.
" ttfit^ and hiftjli, at the Rate of Five per Centum per
•' AnnHfli, ffom the 1 ime the Bills were due to the Date
" qf Payment thnrcof."

Some of the Bill Holders, who had early taken Advanl-
age of rXesBarrci' oppreflcd Situation, and made Setjurej,
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