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nlp*g weit largely through a new country,
a TBit anwttled region, a region tupposed

u„S°'!l**il ^''Sr
A*?*"* "* "••* productive

land In the North-weet It will open up
a region from north of the Saskatchewan
to Dunvegan on the Peace river; and
thence up the Peace River valley and
through the Peace River pais to Port Simp-
son on the Pacific ocean. The rood will
cross the Rockies by easy grades. Thesummit of the Peace River pass, has an
altitude about 1,800 feet above the aea.The construction of the mountain section,
as It is termed, will be found to be much
less expensive and much less dlfBcult
probably than Is now anticipated. Thiswestern terminus will place the port that
Is Its terminus much nearer to Asiatic ports
In north China and Japan than any other

length of the road Is somewhat greater
than to Vancouver, the distance by theocean to the ports named Is very much
;A1'..?'"l '**. *'"'' ™"*e will have Im-
portant advantages In the overland and ori-
ental trade over any other line. It will reach

?,H^Ht!'*??'
^"^'^ ?™^*'' ^^ a direct line,and In this respect will be superior to any

other possible route from the west to that
«#^;.,. " ^1}} °P^" "P *•>« sreat clay belt
of this northern region, a clay belt that Is
supposed to contain sixteen million acres ofarable land row lying unoccupied, not pos-
sible of being occupied, because It has nomeans of communication with the outer
world. It will open up that clay belt, and It
will open up all the timber resources, allthe agricultural resources, and all the min-
eral resources of that great stretch of coun-

Wiiinl'^
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Xow, with regard to the route of this
road, there were two propositions. The
one proposition was to carry the road north

?u
Lake Winnipeg. That was the route

that would have been adopted by the Trans-
Canada line. A good friend of mine «n this
House, whom I very highly esteem, thought
that this line ought to have been adopted
because It was 500 miles shorter than the
other. Well, If there had been that differ-
ence in the distance It would have been a
strong argument In favour of adopting that
as the nearest route. To find the distances—

I

but of course they are only approximative—
I

I have calculated them by the map. I con-
verted the geographical miles Into statute
miles, and made some allowance for devla-
tion from the direct line In estimating the
length, and the distances I obtained are as '

h^i°r^ iir?^ }^^ Winnipeg route, from Que-

'

bee to Wlnnlpesr. 1.380 miles; Winnipeg toPort Sinjpson, 1,650 miles; total. 3.030 miles.By the Nelson route, Quebec to River Nel-
son, 1,466 statute miles; from Nelson river
to Port Simpson, 1.400 statute miles; total

Jl?*".,!;?®^*^ *" ^°^ Simpson, 2.956 miles.The difference of distance In favour of the
northern route, north of Lake Winnipeg is

75 miles. Now. I was surprised at thla
result myself. The two lines at their fur-
thest points of divergence are three and
a half degrees apart. But when you come
to lay out. as I did, a sketch to ascertain the
difference between the length of the hy-
pothenuse and that of the base and the per-
pendicular of a triangle. It Is less than one
would naturally suppose. For Instance, you
lay out a line with a perpendicular of 400
miles and a base of 800 miles, and the hyno-
thenuse Is but a trifle more than one-fourth
more than the length of the perpendicular
line. So that showed this calculation was
substantially correct.
Now. there Is a reason why the WlnnlDes

route Is preferable to the other. If there
had been no such reason, the government
^iMld naturally have chosen the shorter

line, even though the advantage to be gained
was only 75 miles. But the Nelson route bat
less agricultural land upon It than the
other. The distance Is greater from Quebec
to the River Nelson than It Is from Quebec
to Winnipeg, by about 70 miles. Then the
unproductive country extends from the Nel-
son river west a long distance; while from
Winnipeg, the productive country extends
at least to the Peace River pass, and that
Is the reason for putting the road upon that
line. Another reason Is that at Quebec the
road touches a point where all the business
of the North-west converges, a great entre-

RPL'^J.*.'"^ ^"** country west and north-west
of It It Is so to-day. It will probably contlnns
to be so. and a road reaching that point la
In a position to compete for the business
furnished by all these roads ramifying
through the North-west In every dlrecUon,
while If It had gone by the Nelson route
it would have reached none of them, and
could have co.upeted for none of this busi-
ness. For these reasons the choice of line
by way of Winnipeg was a Judicious choice.

I wish next, having dealt with physical
aspects of this road, to call attention to Its
business prospects. We have dealt with
the national question, with the necessity
from a national standpoint of having a
great transcontinental road upon our own
soil, and it has been asserted by the hon.
ex-MInlster of Railways and Canals and by
others, that, leaving out this view of the
case, this road has nothing to commend It
to us from a commercial standpoint. Well,
Sir, the business prospects of this road are,
first, that it will furnish an outlet to the
North Saskatchewan valley, an enormous
extent of country and a fertile and rich
region of the Canadian North-west. It will
furnish an outlet to the Athabasca valley by
means of the navigation of the river bringing
Its produces down to the point where the road
crosses and up the river to that point. It
will furnish an outlet to the Peace river
valley. These regions are to be peopled
In the near future by millions of people,
these regions are to be the heart of the
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productive region of the Canadian North-


